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Mike A to senators: It's you 
who should resign, not GMA 


‘THE FIVE SENATORS WHO 
are seeking President 
MacapagakArroyo's resig- 
nation, nottha President, 
should step down, First 
Gentleman Jose Miguel Ar- 
royo sald yesterday. 

"Its you who mustre- 
sign, not the President, 
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Malacafiang to ‘Senate 5’: 
Hypocrites, ignorant 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. and Cynthia Balana 


MALACAÑANG SCOFFED AT A GROUP OF SENA- 
tors, calling them “ignorant” and “hypocrites,” for re- 
viving calls for President Macapagal-Arroyo to step 
down after Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra decid- 
ed to resign amid mounting opposition in Thailand. 
“Critics show their deep ignorance of how our 
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current system of government works when they 
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money” 
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By Margaux C. Ortiz N 
and DJ Yap N 
FOR 15 MINUTES YESTERDAY, 
they stood on forbidden ground. 
And then they were hosed down. 

Months after the administra- 
tion's calibrated preemptive re- 
sponse (CPR) policy barred 
demonstrators from setting foot 
on historic Chino Roces Bridge 
(formerly Mendiola), more than, 
1,000 activists protesting Charter 
change and demanding President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's resignation 
triumphantly claimed the area. 

‘Organizers said it was so far 
the biggest protest action against 
Charter change this year. 

And Renato Reyes, secretary 
general of Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan, said: “This is the first 
time we reached Mendiola since 
the CPR policy [began to be] im- 
plemented last year. 

“That in itselfis a victory.” 

But the activists had to play 
cat-and-mouse with police to be 
able to enter the city of Manila. 

|, Because they were blocked at 

seifentitwMabuhay Rotunda, the 

boundary between Manila and 

‘Quezon City, the activists decided. 

to break up into small groups and 

pass through the inner streets of 
Sampaloc in Manila. 


WATERED DOWN VICTORY. Forbidden territory since the infamous CPR, 
militants demanding the ouster of President Arroyo. Even if truncheoned and 


Cops hose down anti-Cha-cha demonstration 


Chino Roces Bridge (Mendiola) is reclaimed, if only for 15 minutes, by 
“canonized” by antiriot cops, they claim pride of place and victory. 


‘Come visit to breathe the air of freedom, 
RP envoy invites New York Times editors 


ADB cites 
other factors 
for stunted 
RP growth 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE ASIAN DEVELOP- 
ment Bank yesterday 
warned that sluggish 
investments, along 
with high dependence 
on overseas workers’ 
remittances and con- 
sumption, were stunt- 
ing potentials for high- 
er economic growth in 
the Philippines. 

In its flagship annual economic 
publication, Asian Development 
Outlook (ADO), the bank project- 
ed that the country’s gross do- 
mestic product would rise by only 
5 percent this year against the 
government's downscaled 


growth target of 5.5 to 6.2 per- 
cent and the 5.1-percent growth 


‘They reached Mendiola at 
around 1:45 p.m. and prepared 
tostart their program. 

But antiriot police moved in, 
using water cannons and trun- 
cheons to disperse them. 

cops/as 


By Volt Contreras 


IT FELL UPON THE COUNTRYS 
top diplomat in the Big Apple to 
refute the scathing New York 
Times editorial which sought to 
alert Washington about President 


CHA-CHA CAMPAIGN 
Comelec official finds ‘ghost 
signatories in 2 provinces 


By Jerome Aning, Cynthia D. 
Balana and Tina G. Santos 


DEAD AND “GHOST” SIGNATO- 
ries have cropped up in at least 
two provinces where the ve 

tion of signatures for the petition 
for Charter change is ongoing, a 
Commission on Elections official 
said yesterday. 

The ranking official, who 
asked not to be named because 
he had no authority to speak to 
the media but who was privy to 
the verification being conducted 
in the provinces, cited the case of 
a dead councilor of a town in 


Rizal whose purported signature 
was on the petition. 

After inspecting the signature, 
the election registrar found that it 
was the councilors wife who had 
signed “in behalf of her dead hus- 
band.” 

Inanother province, which the 
official did not name, 12 percent 
of the signatories were not on the 
list of registered voters. 

‘According to the official, the 
groups pushing for a people's ini- 
tiative to amend the 1987 Consti- 
tution were “really spending 
money for it.” 

“what they do is lie, lie and lie 


Macapagal-Arroyo's "increasing- 
ly authoritarian tendencies” that 
could invite “terrorist pressures.” 

“The editorial 'Dark Days for 
Philippine — Democracy in 
[Wednesday's] issue of The New 
York Times must have been writ- 


to the people [about the real in- 
tention of the initiative)” he 
said. 

He also wondered why, in 
some instances, it was officials 
and personnel of the Department 
of interior and Local Government 
who were going to the Comelec 
regional offices to request the 
verification. 

“If the initiative is a people's 
move, why are there DILG peo- 
ple?" he said. 

James Arthur Jimenez, Com- 
elec spokesperson for initiative 
matters, said the agency's central 
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ten through a glass darkly.” said 
Philippine Ambassador to the 
United Nations Lauro Baja Jr, 


Baja even ended his letter with 
a tourism pitch, inviting Times 
editors—and readers—to “come 


whose letter to the editor was 
quoted yesterday in a statement 
by the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs. 


visit the Philippines, breathe the 
air of freedom in a democracy 
that is thriving in our fertile 
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AMOTHERIS HEALING. On the 18th birthday of the late KC de 
Venecia, her mother Gina (left) is light of heart like the butterflies ' 
she ets go, one alighting on President Arroyo at the INA Healing 
Center, now under construction, at the DSWD, Batasan Hills. 


posted in 2005. 

Growth for 2007 was forecast 
by the ADB at 5.3 percent. 

“There is no immediate 
prospect of a significant improve- 
ment in the growth outlook. Con- 
sumption will remain the main 
driver from the demand side, 
with support from remittances,” 
the ADB said. 

“Introduction of the expanded 
value-added tax helped lift confi- 
dence in the outlook at a time of 
political uncertainty, though the 
quality of fiscal consolidation will 
be watched closely,” the ADB 
said. “Investment continues to 
lag, while the dependence of 
growth on consumption and on 
remittance inflows ` limits 
prospects. In the near and medi- 
um term, growth of 5 percent is 
projected.” 

Inflation was seen to average 
6.8 percent this year and 6.5 per- 
cent next year, easing from 7.6 
percent in 2005. 

‘The ADB lamented’ that the 
country's growth performance 
was falling short of what was re- 
quired to make “significant in- 
roads into persistent high levels 
of poverty and unemployment.” 

Tt noted that the country's un- 
employment rate remained 
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ew species 
—parrot, mouse— 
found in Camiguin 


TWO NEW SPECIES HAVE BEEN FOUND IN 
the Philippines, one of the world's biodiversi- 
ty hot spots facing environmental degrada- 
tion and deforestation. 

A brightly plumaged parrot and a long- 
tailed forest mouse unique to the country 
have been discovered in the vanishing rain 
forest of Camiguin Island, US-based re- 
searchers said yesterday. 

Camiguin, a volcanic island in northern 
Mindanao, is a treasure trove of fauna, and al- 
ready had endemic species of rodents and 
frogs before the discovery of the rusty brown 
mouse and the green hanging parrot, known 
among locals as “Colasisi.” 
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isnot exactly unique to the 
pet trade. Itis prized for its bright blue 
"throat and thighs. Males and females 
have identical plumage which is 
‘unusual for this kind of parrot. 


WHO lists remedies for critical 
shortage of health workers 


(The author, the World Health Organi- 
zation's regional director for the Western. 
Pacific announces on World Health Day 
today, April 7, a new 
alliance for human re- 
sources to remedy the 
critical shortage of doctors, nurses and 
other health workers in the developing 
world, specially the Philippines.) 


By Dr. Shigeru Omi 


‘THE PAST CENTURY HAS SEEN THE 
most spectacular medical break- 
throughs in human history, but these 
advances are of little value without 
qualified health workers to put them 
into practice. 

Unfortunately, a steady exodus of 


COMMENTARY 


doctors, nurses and other health 
workers from developing countries 
for higher-paying jobs abroad has cre- 
- ated a health work 

force crisis. The re- 
sulting shortage of 
health workers in the developing 
world comes at a time when tradi- 
tional diseases, such as malaria and 
tuberculosis, are combining with 
modem lifestyle-related diseases, 
such as diabetes and heart disease, to 
place an unprecedented strain on 
health care systems. 

‘Add to this burden a wave of newly 
emerging threats such as a 
za, and the day may not be too far off 
when the quality of health care will be 
jeopardized in many countries. 


This critical shortage of doctors, 
nurses, midwives and other health 
workers takes its greatest toll on the 
poorest and most vulnerable popula- 
tions. 

In the World Health Organiza- 
tion's South-East Asia and Western 
Pacific regions, for instance, more 
than 5,000 children under the age 
of 28 days die every day. Many of 
those infants would survive if 
skilled attendants were on hand 
during childbirth. Yet, only 43 per- 
cent of births in India and 60 per- 
cent of births in the Philippines take 
place with the assistance of a health 
Worker. 

Many health workers from poorer 
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Damning COA report out 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


AS OPPOSITION SENATORS PREPARE TO GO ON A NA- 


tionwide campaign to force 
to resign, 


President Macapagal-Arroyo 


the Commission on Audit has released to the 


Senate a damning final report on the P728 million fertiliz- 


er fund scandal. 


1 Ina 33-pagereportreleased after a "spe- 
fal audit,” the COA said the funds were 
sed to buy fertilizers overpriced by 682 
percent, or by P128 million, for the Depart- 
nent | of Agricultures Ginintuang 
Masagahang Ani (GMA) rice program. 
` COA auditors said there was “no sys- 
jem at all in the distribution of the fer- 
filizers to establish accountability,” re- 
sulting in “a hazy accountability for the 
government funds.” 
‘Administration critics have claimed that 
GMA rice program was used to help the 


President win the May 2004 presidential 
elections, noting that the funds for it were 
released three months before the polls. 

‘The COA report recommended that 
the DA coordinate with the Office of the 
Ombudsman in the prosecution of “offi- 
cials involved in irregularities.” 

"There was no system at all in the distri- 
bution of the fertilizers to establish ac- 
countablity and neither was there a simple 
‘coordination with proper local authorities,” 

` the report's executive summary read. 

“These were evident from docu- 


ments that appeared to be obviously 
falsified," it added. 

The ‘consolidated report, dated 
March 31, 2006, was prepared by six 
state auditors and was submitted to the 
Senate last Tuesday. 

Tt was the result of a nationwide spe- 
cial audit conducted by a composite au- 
dit team from the COA central office 
and audit team leaders assigned to the 
15 DA regional field offices (RFUS). 

This was different from an ongoing 
special audit that COA is conducting on 
the P100 million from the Marcos ill- 
gotten assets that were also allegedly 
used for the GMA farminputs program. 

‘The report said the DA-RFUs bought 
foliar and organic liquid fertilizers from 
“so-called exclusive distributors” al- 
though the item was “readily available 
in the open market.” 

‘The DAS own Bureau of Soil and Water 
Management also does not recommend the 


use of foliar fertilizers under its “Tipid 
Abono Bawas Gastos, Saganang Ani" pro- 
gram, the report added. 

“A canvass of prices disclosed lower 
prices than those paid. The prices paid by 
the RFUs exceeded the lowest price obtain- 
ing by an average of 682 percent or a total 
of P128 million,” the report said. 

T said two RFUs fertilizers to- 
taling P54.74 million from suppliers who 
were exclusive distributors of certain man- 
ufacturers “although other brands of fertil- 
izers with equivalent composition could be 
obtained at lesser prices.” 

“Moreover, three brands of fertilizers 
submitted for tests revealed chemical 
compositions that fell short of represen- 
tations printed on their labels,” it added. 

The report also did not spare former 
Agriculture undersecretary Jocelyn 
*Joc-joc” Bolante, who has refused to at- 
tend the Senate investigation into the 
alleged fund scam. 


PNP wants stiffer Sandigan: Erap has every 
right to proclaim innocence 


antiterrorism law 


{HE HEAD OF THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL 
Police yesterday welcomed initial approval of 
the antiterrorism bill but urged lawmakers to 
strengthen it by allowing longer detention of 
error suspects and imposing the death penal- 
b. 

Í The House of Representatives passed the bill 

x Wednesday after prolife legislators blocked 
kapital punishment. The bill would allow terror 
Suspects to be held without warrant or charge for 
free days. Police had wanted a month. 
` “We were expecting a more strict law with 
longer detention and capital punishment,” 
PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao told re- 
porters. "But is better than nothing.” 
` Lomibao asked lawmakers to ty to 
Eee the bili before itis signed into law, 

ting past attacks that have caused numerous 
deaths and the potential for more terrorism. 

The legislation still faces rough sailing. The 
Senate has to approve its own version, then 
‘work out any differences with the House be- 
fore the President can sign it. 

‘Opposition lawmakers have rejected the 
proposed legislation, saying President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo would use it against her oppo- 
mens. APwithareport from TJ Burgonio 


By Nelson F Flores 


‘THE SANDIGANBAYAN SAYS FOR- 
mer President Joseph Estrada has the 
right to profess his innocence of plun- 
der and perjury charges against him 
inside and outside the court but ev- 
eryone else—witnesses, lawyers and 
the public—should stop making pub- 
Wc comments on the merits of the case 
while itis pending in court. 

Associate Justice Diosdado Peralta 
of the Sandigabyan's Special Division 
trying the former President made the 
clarification as he expounded on the 
three-judge courts observation that 
both prosecution and defense 
lawyers had been disregarding the so- 
called “sub judice rule.” 

“One should not equate the right of 
the accused with the right of the wit- 
ness,” Peralta said. “A witness has 
nothing to rebut. The accused has the 
right to profess his innocence inside 
and outside the court room.” 


Peralta made the comments during 
Wednesday's hearing of the Estrada 
plunder trial as it tackled a motion 
filed by defense lawyer Rene Saguis- 
ag asking the court for guidelines on 
the sub judice rule in light of com- 
ments considered unflattering to 
Estrada that had been made by Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson, Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis 
“Chavit” Singson and Inquimen colum- 
nist Belinda Olivares-Cunanan. 

Peralta said there was no need for 
the court to issue guidelines for the 
lawyers. 

“You know the rules, you police 
yourselves,” Peralta said. 

“The court can take action against 
lawyers who violate the sub judice 
rule. We can even recommend disci- 
plinary measures against them. Do 
not test the limits of the patience of 
the court,” Peralta added. 

Peralta said prosecution and de- 
fense lawyers should not make judg- 
ments on matters that the court is 


supposed to rule on. He stressed that 
it was not the duty of the lawyers to 
judge the credibility or the relevance 
of the testimony of the witnesses. 

But while the court upheld Estra- 
da's right to defend himself from the 
charges against him, it did not lift an 
earlier ban on the former President 
giving interviews to the media. 

Former Manila Prosecutor Jose 
Flaminiano, who is among Estrade's 
lawyers, told reporters the defense 
did not have to worry about Peralta's 
warning because it had not violated 
thesub judice rule. He said the admo- 
nition was directed more at Special 
Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio who 
continued to harp on the supposed ir- 
relevance of defense witnesses. 

Singson, the government's star wit- 
ness against Estrada, said in a three- 
page comment on Saguisag's motion 
that he was amenable to and would 
comply with a “universal, absolute, 
mutual self-restraint” on comments 
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SC dismisses 
‘psychic’ judge 


TT IS A CASE WHERE THE PUBLIC SEEMS JUS- 
tified when it occasionally wonders if strange 
things are going on in our justice sytem. 

‘A member of the bench has made no bones 
about running his courtroom with the help of 
dwarfs and his ability, through his “psychic 
powers,” to inflict pain on people and cause 
them to become sick. 

But the dwarfs and his psychic powers were 
no help to Malabon City RTC Branch 73 Flo- 
rentino V Floro Jr. when the Supreme Court 
made short shrift of his nonsense. 

“Psychic phenomena, even assuming such ex- 
ist, have no place in a judiciary duty-bound to ap- 
ply only positive law and, in its absence, equitable 
rules and principles in resolving controversies,” 
the high cour said in an en banc decision. 

‘The tribunal ordered the relief of Floro, 
finding him to be suffering from a mental 
"disabling condition” which makes it impossi- 
ble for him to discharge judicial functions. 

Moreover, in a decision penned by Associ- 
ate Justice Minita Chico-Nazario, the court 
found Floro guilty of seven out of the 13 ad- 
ministrative charges lodged against him by 
the Office of the Court Administrator. 

Among others, Floro admitted that he be- 
lieved in “psychic visions” which allowed him. 
to see into the future. 

He also disclosed that he had forged a 
covenant with his "dwarf friends," that he 
could write while in a trance and that several 
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ESTRADA 


Jinggoy 
collapses 


SEN. JINGGOY ESTRADA COLLAPSED 
while handing out diplomas to the grad- 
uates of the Philippine Normal Universi- 
ty in Alicia, Isabela, at around 3 p.m yes- 
terday. 

‘Mayor Napoleon Dy, quoting the doc- 
tor who quickly attended to Estrada, said 
it appeared the senator was suffering 
from exhaustion. 

Dy said Estrada's condition was aggra- 
vated by the severe heat in the PNU gym- 
nasium. 

“Ang tagal naming nakatayo kasi maram- 
ing graduates, kainit pa (We were standing 
for a long time because there were many 
graduates and it was so hot) ” he said. 

‘The mayor said Estrada, after deliver- 
ing his speech to the graduates, went to 
the center of the stage to hand out the 
diplomas assisted by PNU Alicia execu- 
tive director Carmelito Pang. As the cere- 
mony went on, Estrada's right leg buck- 
Jed and he fell to the stage. 

Dy said Estrada was conscious all the 
time and was taken to the Manango Hos- 
pital in Alicia. 

Estrada was airlifted to the Makati 
Medical Center after 4 p.m. on the advice 
of his personal physician, Dy said. 

A helicopter flew the son of ousted 
President Joseph Estrada to the Pacific 
Star building in Makati from where he 
was taken to the MMC where he arrived 
at 6 p.m. and where the Estrada family 
doctor, Larry Jocson, was waiting for him. 

His mother Sen. Loi Estrada and f 
low senator and actor Bong Revilla were 
also atthe hospital. Tarra V Quismun- 
do; Philip C. Tubeza; Villamor Visaya 
Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


people could attest to his ability to be in two 
places at the same time. 

‘Under questioning by court officials, Floro 
also admitted conducting healing sessions in 
his chambers during breaks. 

The court also ordered Judge FLoro to pay 
P40,000 as penalty for transporting his court- 
room to never-never land. But it awarded him 
back salaries, allowances and other economic 
benefits corresponding to three years. 

“It could very well be that Judge Floro's 
current administrative and medical problems 
are not totally of his making. He was duly ap- 
pointed to judgeship and his mental prob- 
Jems, for now, appear to render him unfit with 
the delicate task of dispensing justice not be- 
cause of any acts of corruption and debase- 
ment on his part but clearly due to a medically 
disabling condition,” the SC said in explain- 
ing its ruling. ‘Armand Nocum 


Start at the bottom, jobseekers told 


‘THERE WOULD BE FEWER JOBLESS FIL- 
ipinos if more of them would be willing to 
start from the bottom, according to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“Be willing to start at the bottom because 
many of these jobs are well-paying even at the 
bottom. Be willing to show how good you are 
when you are already on the job. There are 
many jobs available and it is important for 
you to be willing to accept these jobs that are 
available,” the President said in an interview 
with reporters during the Tourism Jobs Fair of 
the Department of Tourism yesterday. 

Ms Arroyo seemed to be echoing Trade and 
Industry Secretary Peter Favila's earlier claim 
that there was no lack of job opportunities in 
the country but that unemployed Filipinos 
were just picky about what jobs to take. 

To prove her point, the President said that 


while there were 34,000 jobs up for grabs at 
the Jobs Fair, only 18,000 applicants have so 
far showed up for the event. 

“The important thing is to be able to match 
the demand with what the job seeker is will- 
ing to do and able to do. Log on to the web- 
site, look at the jobs available, see where you 
can best fit [in] " said the President. 

Ms Arroyo said she hoped all the 34,000 
jobs would be filled. 

Those whose resumes fail to meet the crite- 
ria set by employers were advised by the Pres- 
ident to get in touch with the state-run Tech- 
nical Education and Skills Authority (Tesda). 

“The training program of Tesda is really in 
accordance with the jobs available so that you 
can have a few more months of training and 
the jobs will be available to you,” she said. Gil 
C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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Everyday, more and more Filipinos trust Condura. 


World-class quality Condura refrigerators are made for the Filipino by the 
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WHO lists remedies for critical shortage of health workers | 


From page Al 

countries are being pulled away 
by the lure of bigger pay and bet- 
ter working conditions in wealth- 
fer nations. In fact, about 
one-quarter of all licensed physi- 
cians in Australia, Canada, the 
United Kingdom and the United 
States are from the developing 
world, with India, the Philippines 
and Pakistan providing most of 
them. 

In effect, developing coun- 
tries are providing a reverse 
subsidy, in which the costs of 
the global mobility of health 
workers are being shouldered 
by poorer source countries, 
while the benefits are concen- 
trated in wealthier recipient 
countries. The result: Asia has 


every 1,000 people, less than balances within many countries, 
one-tenth the ratio in North where there might be a sufficient 
America. number of doctors and nurses in 


cities but too few in the country- 
15,000 nurses gone yearly side. 3v 

The effects of unfettered mi- Health workers are not just 
gration can be devastating. The the cornerstone of health sys- 
Philippines loses more than «ems. By improving the quality 
15,000 nurses annually, more ofvlife of others, they enable 
than any other country. Many of them to be fuller members of so- 
them are among the country’s ciety. In countries with inade- 
besteeducated and most-experi- quate numbers of health work- 
enced nurses, leaving a critical ers, national productivity suf- 
shortage of qualified specialty fers and the fabric of society is 
nurses. weakened. 

Not a few doctors in the Philip- 
pines are training for higher-pay- 
ing nursing jobs in the United But policy-makers often over- 
States. look the needs of these unsung 

‘The shortage of doctors, nurses heroes. Decades of budget cuts 
and health workers in the devel- and under-investment have cre- 


Needs of unsung heroes 


about three health workers for oping world ismadeworsebyim- ated the c 


What can be done? 

First, we need to pay health 
workers reasoriable salaries. 
While it is true that the kinds of 
pay increases that can be offered 
in developing countries won't 
close the gap with salaries else- 
where, paying decent wages and 
paying them on time will go a 
long way toward convincing doc- 
tors, nurses and other health 
workers that their contribution to 
society is recognized. 


Creative solutions 

Secondly, we need better non- 
financial incentives. In fact, we 
need a comprehensive package of 
reforms to address working con- 
ditions, transport, housing, op- 
portunities for career advance- 
ment and the education of family 


members. 

Thirdly, governments need to 
seek creative solutions. In Mon- 
golia, where the average health 
worker earns only $40 a month, 
scholarships are being offered to 
medical students willing to re- 
tumand work in rural areas for at 
least three years. 

Thailand has found that train- 
ing staff with a locally focused 
curriculum encourages retention 
in rural areas and a drop in mi- 
grati 


International cooperation 
Finally there needs to be better 
international cooperation. 
Wealthier nations must increase 
investment in the education and 
training of health professionals to 
meet their own domestic needs. 


"They also need to target some of 
their development aid to pro- 
grams that will help expand the 
health work force in poorer coun- 
tries. And they need to work with 
ministries of health, training in- 
stitutions and other relevant na- 
tional authorities to avoid claims 
of*poaching" and other unethical 
recruiting practices. 

A code of ethics is being devel- 
oped by WHO and its partners to 
ensure transparency and fairness 
in the international recruitment 
of health workers. 

Surveys of migrating workers 
show that the vast majority 
would prefer to work in their 
home countries as long as the 
conditions are right, which gen- 
erally means a living wage and 
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Corrections 


IN THE APRIL 2 edition, a story on Page A25 of the Global Pinoy 
section, “When in trouble abroad, help is a text away 24/7" 
lacked a digit in the number of SOS SMS. It should be +63 9209 
639767—not +63920963967. The same article also misstated 
that the Center for Migrant Advocacy formed the Pusong Mamon 
Task Force. CMA did not create the task force, but is its partner. It 
was also mentioned that the idea for SOS SMS came up during a 
series of abductions involving Filipino workers in the Middle 
East. The idea came up not only as a response to the abductions, 
but also to the Middle East crisis in general from 2004 onward 
due to the US war against Iraq. 

IN THE APRIL S issue, an article on Page A26 of the Sports sec- 
tion—"Filipino booters stall tough Indians in AFC tile" misstat- 
ed that India ranked 18th and the Philippines ranked 91st in 
‘world football rankings. India ranked 118th while the Philippines 
ranked 191s, 

IN YESTERDAY'S issue, a story on Page A2— “Army captain in 
coup plot falls" —misstated that the alleged coup plot against Ms 
‘Arroyo was aborted last month. According to the government, the 
‘coup plot was foiled in February—not last month. 

Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing. 
to the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, Chino Roces Av- 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City, fox Nos. 897-47-99/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk@inquirercom.ph. 

‘Complaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent to Lorna. 
Kalaw Tirol, readers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvocate@inguir- 
erom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/04, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
mumber is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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and nurture it with our resources and experiences. Learn 
how to maximize our potential as architects and succeed. 
How to identify opportunities and grab them. How to plot 
ingenious strategies to.attain concrete goals and improve 
the bottomline. Face the challenge of developing a unique, 
innovative, entrepreneurial outlook. 

Imminent speakers 

Arm yourselves with the wisdom of Eloisa P. Tinio 
ofthe Entrepreneur School of Asia, Enrique Q. Olonan, 
former UAP national president, KC Leong of the 
Eastern Regional Organization for Planning and Housing 
(EAROPH), glass sculpior-architect Ramon 
Orlina, Dean Prosperidad Luis of the 

UP College of Architecture, and imminent 

architects Abelardo Tolen- 
tino and Gilbert 

Yu. 


PhP 2,500 

registration lee 

extended until April 221 
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4 DENR chiefs 
are no-shows 
at mining probe 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


‘THE FACEFINDING COMMISSION CREATED BY 
Malacafiang to look into the impact of the Rapu 
Rapu polymetallic project in Albay was snubbed 
by four of the five former and incumbent environ- 
ment secretaries invited to the hearing. 

‘Antonio Cerilles, Elisea Gozun and Michael 
Defensor, all past environment and natural 
resources secretaries, as well as current de- 
partment head Angelo T. Reyes, failed to show 
up for yesterday's hearing in Quezon City. 

Only Heherson Alvarez, who signed 
Lafayette Philippines Inc/s environmental 
compliance certificate (ECC) in July 2001, 
appeared before the commission. 

Alvarez said Lafayette, which owns the 
mining project, had violated at least 10 condi- 
tions of ts ECC. 

The most obvious violation was the compa- 
ny's failure to construct dams that could hold 
up to five million tons of tailings and with- 
stand 100 years of rainfall. 

The dams Lafayette built could only with- 
stand 25 years of heavy rainfall, or a fourth of 
the required capacity, Alvarez said. 

‘The Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources had slapped Lafayette with a P10.7- 
million fine for violating the Clean Water Act 
when it released waste water with mine tailings 
after its dams could no longer contain the volume 
during the rainy season in October and November 
last year Fish in the waters in and around the Ra- 
pu-Rapu island-municipality died off. 

“Foreign companies are attempting to cut 
costs by not following correct specifications in 
the construction of requirements such as 
dams,” Alvarez said. 

“In this case, where the lapses were so egre- 
‘gious, I will not only penalize the company 
but the DENR secretary ... The watchdog re- 
sponsibility was not done too well,” he said. 

‘Alvarez, who was environment secretary 
from June 2001 to December 2002, said the 
DENR had failed to monitor Lafayette's com- 
pliance with the 29 conditions in its ECC. 

Ina statement, meanwhile, Lafayette said it 
would begin transforming Rapu-Rapu and the 
surrounding areas into a progressive commu- 
nity once itis allowed to resume operations. geta chance to 

Company chair and president Carlos G. 
Dominguez said various projects were in dif- 
ferent stages of preparation. 

‘Addressing Albays Rotary Clubs and cham- 
ber of commerce in Legazpi City the other 
night, Dominguez said the firm was correct- 
{ng its mistakes and wanted only to be a part- 
ner in the community's growth. 

Expecting the remedial measures to be in 
place by the middle of the month, Lafayette has 
asked for a temporary authority to operate so 
that the corrective measures could be tested. 

“We are no different from a car that cannot 
be tested for compliance with emission stan- 
dards unless its engine is started and the car is 
test-driven," Dominguez said. 


Ecop says they 
too have rights 


EMPLOYERS HAVE CONSTITUTIONAL 
rights, too, and they should not be compelled 
to hire or maintain, as a lawmaker has pro- 
posed, four-fifths of their work force as regu- 
lar employees. 
‘This was the position aired yesterday by the £ 
Employers Confederation of the Philippines à 1 d n 
(Ecop) on the House Bill No.3338 filed by Rep. Es E 1 1 a We've got it all for you! 
Mario Aguja of the Akbayan party-list group. |> | = : 
“While it is true that security of tenure is a yd 
constitutionally guaranteed right of the em- E 


ro e UE S | (eta) S additional 326 rebate on 
SKS © P3,000 minimum purchase : 
He said employers should not be prohibit- Ney š 


ployees, it does not, however, mean perpetual SC 9 

employment for the employee because om La NN pu 

tion of an employer,” Ecop president Rene So- 

riano said in a press staternent. 

a ea antepuesto pan ped. [uir ec oL moe. When you use your MasterCard : 
ic tasks for limited durations. ` SÉ 


“itis well setled that the employer has the Ë — as 

right or is at liberty to choose who wil be hired P 

aad who willbe denied employment, The right of BEES 
a laborer to sel his labor to such persons as he 5 

may choose is, in its essence, the same as the right 

of an employer to purchase labor from any person 

whom it chooses,” he added. Jerome Aning 
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REVOLUTION CONTINUES! 
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NEG! 


The Filipino Spirit of Optimism Lives! 


Negosyo Fair is evidence that the Filipino continues to be 
nurture this optimism to help our country to move forward. 


The 10,000 people who flocked to the recently held Go Negosyo Micro! 
L optimistic about the business prospects in this country. Let us continue to 


See you in our upcoming events: 
TechnoNegosyo in July 2006 
AgriNegosyo in October 2006 

OFWNegosyo in December 2006 
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Visit us at www.pce.com.ph 
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Whistle-blower i 

of AFP resort KHN, DOWNPAYMENT 
in Boracay e JALANCE IN 10 YEARS 
frozen no more 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


AN ARMY COLONEL WHO WAS RELIEVED 
last June for criticizing the construction of a 
special beach resort hotel in Boracay for the 


exclusive use of military personnel has been STA. IGNACIANA ST., NEW MANILA, QUEZON CITY 
taken out of the “freezer” and given a new 


command, military officials said yesterday. (ADJACENT TO ST. LUKE'S MEDICAL CENTER) 
Amy chief L; Ga. Hermogenes Ban an P 
ed that Col. Ricardo Morales was recenti re- i iful pi 

instated as a brigade commander in Bukidnon „Sainta beautiful picture. 
after nine months on the inactive list. d Live a wonderful life. 

“There were indiscretions on his part that 
have to be corrected,” Esperon said. "Lets see 
how things work out. He's not all bad.” 

™ don't even have to know if hes remorse- 
ful,” Esperon said, adding it was enough that 
Morales knew that his acerbic writing delayed 
his promotion by at least six months. 

Col. Ricardo Morales was commander of the 
404th Infantry Brigade in Mawab, Davao Del ^o 
Norte when he was relieved of his post las June 
10, the same day the media reported his e-mail AMASONIG 


message criticizing the inappropriate construc- 


tion ofthe beach front resort in Boracay. ideas for life 


‘indiscretion’ 

Morales’ relief was recommended by AFP 
Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga, who was 
then Philippine Army chief, for alleged “lack 
of good judgment and indiscretion.” The rec- 
ommendation was immediately approved by 
Gen. Efren Abu, the AFP chief at the time. 

Morales, a member of the Philippine Mili- 
tary Academy's Class of 1977, was due for 
promotion to brigadier general at the time. 

In a message to an e-mail group consisting of 
PMA alumni, Morales questioned the construc- 
tion ofthe 60-room Boracay recreation center ata 
time the military badly needed funds for its opera- 
tions. Construction of the resort began shortly af- 
ter Abu became AFP chief in October 2004. 

‘Abu claimed he had no involvement in the 
project and pointed to then AFP Central Com- 
mand chief Emmanuel Teodosio, who retired 
last January, Teodosio said the resort was 
funded by private donors who wanted to give 
soldiers and their families enjoy a Boracay ex- 
perience while on rest and recreation. 

Morales appeared luckier than Col. Vicente 
Abat, eldest son of former defense secretary and 
‘Army chief Fortunato Abat, who was relieved last 
December as head of the 702nd Infantry Brigade 
in Nueva Ecija for allegedly spreading anti-gov- 
emment text messages. The elder Abat had d 
“dared himself at the time as president of a “transi- 
tion government" (hat would take over once Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo was ousted or resigned. 

Abat remains without an assignment even 
though he has pledged loyalty to the chain of 
command. 

“Another Army colonel still in the freezer" is CoL 
Jose Gamos, who was relieved for supposedly cam- 
paigning for the opposition during the 2004 elec- 
tions. Gamos has vehemently denied the allegation. 
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5th Week of Lent 
1st Reading: Jer 20:1-13 
Gospel: John 10:31-42 

“The Jews picked up stones to throw at Je- 
sus so he said, “I have openly done many 
good works among you which the Father gave 
me to do. For which of these do you stone 
me?” 

“The Jews answered, “We are nat stoning 
you for doing a good work but for insulting 
God: you are only a man and you make your- 
self God.” NEE s Ak we, 

‘Then Jesus replied, “Is this not written in L ` â 4 
your Law: I said: you are gods? So those who a x Ù M IX FX... 
received this word of God were called gods 5 Y a? 
and the Scripture is always true. Then what 
should be said of the one anointed and sent 
into the world by the Father? Am I insulting 
God when Isay: Lam the Son of Cod? 

If L'am not doing the works of my Father, 
do not believe me. But if I do them, even if 
you have no faith in me, believe because of 
the works I do, and know that the Father is in “ 
EU M ac In E MEGA O.L,S. auto adjusts for you to take steady pictures; ^^ 
caped from their hands. He went away again 6 Mega Pixel CCD ensares superior {mage quality, 
to the other side of the Jordan, to the place S 5” i vic il.. 
BE ma Wl MW e Large 2.5” LCD lets you see pictures in vivid detail. 
stayed. 

‘Many people came to him and said, ‘John 
showed no miraculous signs, but he spoke of 
this man and everything he said was true.” 
And many became believers in that place. 
Commentary 

Jeremiah is trapped and all intend him 
harm. They will take out their vengeance on 
him rather than look at the truth of what he 
says. He calls on God and entrusts himself to 
God who rescues the life of the poor from the 
power of the wicked. Those who reject Jesus 
Seek to stone him to death and Jesus confronts 
them truthfully: for which of my many good With MEGA OS. 
deeds that have shown you from the Father do s 
ee DÉEN, DEE 

to defend his own words and his act i chop — l LEICA Lens | LEICA Lens 
‘But they are murderously blind. pal inane Se, a o ad ay Cys so ot E NEGA GTS petere T MEATS mense 
is there hatred, murderous intent and vio- Ren 28 kayo ara ign uten etian 
lence in our hearts? Do we allow anyone in our easi er and Hac 
religion to do harm to others? Then. the truth of 
Tests words are meant tosting us to the core. 
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‘Come visit to breathe the air of freedom,’ 


From page Al added Baja, the country's perma- former [who] is reviving bad currency of strength for a num- the Times editors. Senate President Franklin 

- nent representative to the United memories of crony corruption, ber of weeks now; the growth H Drilon said the Times comment 

grounds, our blue skies and our Nations. presidential vote-rigging and rate is rising, and Philippine Opposi ion blamed reflected the “displeasure” of the 

shining seas.” "The Times editorial did not intimidation of critical jour- stocks are the best performing “If the paper is really fair then international community at Ms 

“The forecasts for more sunny criticize the emergency rule per. nalists.” in the region,” Baja told the pa- they will print our side,” Bunye Arroyo, who is hounded by ques- 
days ahead,” he wrote, disputing se, but mainly the governments — In defense of the emergency per. said. tions of legitimacy following all 

the editorials title. subsequent “efforts to muzzle rule, Baja said it “averted a pos- The country is now “leading,  BunyelamentedthattheTimes gations she stole the 2004 presi- 

‘The Times’ comment on the the press” with restrictive guide. sible violent overthrow of the together with India, in software editorial only showed that the dential election. 
Philippines was the lead editorial , lines, a “journalistic watch lit,” government by an unholy: al- design development, business “oppositio’s irresponsible polit- ` "Its significant that its the re- 
in yesterday issue of its sister” and threats of sedition charges, liance of communists, leftists process outsourcing and call cen- cal efforts are impacting interna- pressive measures that were 
publication, the International pressures not applied by the and radical elements ofthe mili- ters, he said. tional perceptions and overshad- adopted in the [last] couple of 
Herald Tribune. Pake since the Marcos dictator. tary who would have thrown — "Creditrating agencies have owing the great news being gen- months which was the subject of 

ship. the country into chaos and civil improved their assessment of the erated onthe economic front.” the editorial,” Drilon said. 
GMA saved democracy ‘The DFA said Baja had asked war. Philippine economic outlook and He said contrary to the Times : 

Contrary to the Times’ the paper “to look dispassionate- “The press and civil society conditions for rapid economicex- position, Ms Arroyo “worked US envoy’s comment 
views, “the Presidents swift Iy” at the economic, social and continue to be one of the most pansion and the momentum for steadfastiy'to preserve democra- But the new US Ambassador to 
and. ‘decisive action saved political reforms being pursued free and vibrant sectors of ourso- growth are at hand as a result of cy He said that the “destabiliza- the Philippines, Kristie Kenney, 
democracy in the Philippines,” by the Arroyo administration and ciety,” he stressed. the Presidents economic and so- tion plot” in February “was who paid a courtesy call on 
Baja argued, referring to Ms “examine seriously the positive As the DFA put it, Baja's letter cial programs.” mounted by those who chose to Drilon yesterday, downplayed the 
Arroyo's declaration of a state indicators” in the economy askedtheTimesto"takeasecond Press Secretary Ignacio Bun. ignore democracy” Times editorial. 
of emergency last February in broughtaboutbythesereforms. look at the Philippines.” ye said the administration had 
the midst of an alleged attempt o. T d a dra taken moves to ensure that the news media and like all news 
to unseat her. Silence on issues raised Positive indicators Times would print the Presi- Senate Minority Leader Aquili- media, we appreciate their op- 

“Filipinos continued to enjoy But Baja’s letter was silent “Just examine seriously the dent’ side of the story He said no Pimentel Jr said that the portunity to speak freely” Ken- 
basic human rights and free. about the other issues raised following sample positive indi- that Philippine Ambassador to Times editorial was “a wake-up With reports from 
doms” after and even during the by the Times: Its description of cators as a result ofher reforms: the United States Alberto del call that Gloria could not afford Christine O. Avendaño and TJ 
one-week state of emergency, Ms Arroyo as “a one-time re. The Philippine peso has been Rosario had been in touch with toignore.” Burgonio 


Cops hose down anti-Charter change demonstration 


From page Al ` Muna and other militant organi- includes the power to dissolve par- 

“We had to do our job,” Supt. à zations. liament," Araullo said. 

Bernardo Diaz of the Manila Po- According to Guingona, the ad- E 
lice District, one of the ground | " i ministration should allow those op- No permit 
conimanders, told reporters. LAG - ” posed to Charter change as much From the Sto. Domingo 

He said the protesters had e Š K. public space as itis allowing those Church, the protesters were met 
failed to obtain a rally permit ç : pushing for the people's initiative. — by a phalanx of riot police at the 
from the Manila city government. f Mabuhay Rotunda. 

3 S n k Smokescreen A brief negotiation ensued, but 
Organized dispersal * Lef Bayan chair Carol Araullo said police led by Senior Supt. Elmo 

The protesters were pushed to- 4 Charter change was “only a diver- San Diego stood firm about not 
ward Recto Avenue and Morayta < sion, a smokescreen, that attempts allowing the protesters to pro- 
Street after a brief scuffle with i 5 to take the issue away from the ceed to Manila. 
polite. h question of Ms Arroyo's legitimacy” “The issue is whether you have 

"They decided to proceed to Es- d S Araullo said Charter change a permit or not. Since you don't 
paña Street in front of the Universi- would effectively legitimize the Ar. have one, I can't let you pass,” 
tyof Sto. Tomas and announced an E Toyo presidency, which has been San Diego told the protesters. 
organized dispersal before 3 p.m. undera cloud since the “Hello Gar- Bayan's Reyes said they had 

“We were able to express our fre only doing our ob,” one ofthe police commanders explains the dispersalat tapes suggesting election fraud not bothered to apply fora permit 
sentiments against the administra- sect 2 i GAU ed ix in 2004 surfaced last year. from the Manila and Quezon City 
tion, demand the immediate ouster Mendiola. No-permitno-rally that's ic that’s the order, the cops say. paa It can also prove to be a dan- governments because they want- 
of Arroyo and raise our fists against royorallies in the coming weeks. position to the people's initiative Organizers estimated the gerous exercise in power Araullo ed to testthelaw” 
the ` implementation of Charter “We will not stop until she has for Charter change, which the crowd ar 3,000, with hundreds said, adding that the transitory He also said the police's inter- 
change,” said Kilusang Mayo Uno vacated Malacafiang,” he said. President had described as a morewhohadcome from Central provisions of the draft Charter pretation of the illegal assembly 
spokesperson Presto Suyat. The activists gathered at the “train that had left the station.” Luzon and Southern Tagalog. ‘would allow Ms Arroyo to retain law was flawed. 

"And we were able to reclaim Sto. Domingo Church in Quezon A huge streamer atop a truck In attendance were former her powersand wield more. ‘A petition questioning the le- 
Mendiola even if only for a few City at about noon and marched that also served as a stage for the Vice President Teofisto Guingona  — “IUnderthe proposal] Ms Arroyo dit of the administration's CPR 
minutes,” he said proudly. toward Manila. speakers depicted a dilapidated Jr. and leaders of Bayan, KMU, is at the same time president and policy is pending in the Supreme 

Suyat said militant groups Waving banners and stream- train, superimposed with an image Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilip- one who consolidates the powers of Court With a report from. Melis- 
were preparing for more anti-Ar- ers, they declared vehement op- of Ms Arroyo falling off a diff. inas, Anakbayan, Gabriela, Bayan prime minister in her hands, which sa de Quiros 


Mike A to senators: It’s you who should resign, not GMA 


From page Al Indexing and Monitoring Section ^ Speaker Jose de Venecia re- any opposition attempt to unseat they “are themselves doomed to cost, we are determined to do 
magtrabaho naman kayo (You ofthe Senate, which showed that minded the “Senate 5" that the the President was “doomed to fail” that,” he said. 
should start doing your jobs),” Drilon (33 bills and 12 resolu- President, like thesenators,hada fail" because they could noteven — “Resignation is a dead issue. Pimentel said that most of his 
the First Gentleman said through tions), Pimentel (62 bills and 27 fixed term under the Constitu- agree ona leader. The President is determined to colleagues in the 23-member 
his spokesperson Jess Santos. resolutions), Lacson (26 bills and tion. “None of them can win in a stay and finish her term. There is chamber had committed to take 
‘The Presidents husband was 5 resolutions) and Madrigal (17 He said the Senate S's call was one-on-one fight against Ms Ar- no reason for her to resign when partin the activities of the move- 
referring to Senate President bills and 39 resolutions) au- mot proper. “Suppose a group of royo for president. They can offer her vision for the country is final- ment, although some of them did 
Franklin Drilon, Senate Minority thored a total of 221 bills and res- Filipinos asks for the same thing no viable alternative to replace ly starting to materialize,” said not show upat the launch. 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel and olutions, just 7 percent of the against the senators, how will GMA. They want a junta of the the lawmaker from the lone dis- 
Senators Panfilo Lacson, Jinggoy 3,451 bills and resolutions filed “hey feel?" the Speaker said. left, the center and the right. For- trict of Basilan. Palace finds ally 
Estrada and Jamby Madrigal who in the Senate as of March 29. Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye get it. Lei's stick to as is where is,” In a statement, Sen. Edgardo 
spearheaded the “Gloria Resign The President's husband made noted that Drilon and his faction said the lawmaker from Davao Protracted struggle Angara lamented that Philippine 
Movement” on the Presidents special mention of Estrada, who in the Liberal Party made a simi City. Senators mounting the “Glo- politics had tumed divisive and 
59th birthday on April 5. recently claimed that the former lar call last year but failed to get He said the Senate train was ria Resign Movement” are brac- distracting. 
“Before they grandstand inme- had links to big-time smugglers the people's support. headed for a cliff, stressing that ing for a tough road show across He noted that in other coun- 
dia and continue squandering and that he had brokered a con- a the planned road show of sena- the country to force Ms Arroyoto tries, where “politics is a pas- 
taxpayers’ money, as well as the tract between the Philippine Doomed to fail tors during their Lenten break to step down, Pimentel said yester- sion,” political leaders strove to at 
time and resources of the Senate, Amusement and Gaming Corp. Allies of Ms Arroyo in the drum up support for the “Gloria day. least find a common ground for 
GMA Resign leaders should show and a favored businessman. House of Representatives chal- Resign Movement” was “doomed “As far as a timeline is con- compromise. 
first what they have done for the 2 lenged opposition leaders in the to fail.” cerned, we are geared for a pro- “I don't see that here, and 
people,” the First, Gentleman No shred of evidence Senate to choose someone who Deputy Speaker for Mindanao tracted political struggle here. We that's why we have an impover- 
said, He said Estrada had admitted could stand up to her instead of Gerry Salapuddin said the do not envision this thing to be ished state of mind and body. We 
He said “what the people need to having no shred of evidence to reviving a resign movement that launching of the movementwasa resolved after the Holy Week. can't or won't rise above partisan 
to know is what they have done prove his allegations and that “miserably” failed toforceherout “desperate move [but] this was Thats not the case here,” Pi- politics,” hesaid. Reports from 
as senators, not their personal even “the senators father (de- of office last year. unsurprising.” mentel said at a briefing. Gil C. Cabacungan Jr, Cynthia 
agenda to grab power.” posed President Joseph Estrada) — House Majority Leader Pros- Salapuddin called Pimentel et “Knowing Gloria's penchant D. Balana, Michael Lim Ubac 
"The First Gentleman cited the proved he (Jinggoy) was lying.” pero Nograles told reporters that al. “prophets of doom" and said for hanging on to power at every and TJ Burgonio 


2 new species-parrot, mouse-found in Camiguin 


From page Al the state of being restricted to or the local government and the not initially realize the signifi- in terms of conservation. The dis- est-living — rodent, Bullimus 
But Camiguin's wildlife is at peculiar to a locality or region. Philippine Department of Envi- cance of specimens,” said John covery has spurred interest in the gamay, from Mt. Timpoong, the 
risk from deforestation, warned “Unfortunately, the Philippines ronment and Natural Resources. Bates, curator of birds and chair field studies needed to establish same mountain where the new 
researchers, writing in the April has also vaulted into notoriety as ` The two new species were dis- of zoology at The Field Museum, the population size and require- mouse was collected. 
issue "Pieldiama: Zoology" a oneof the most severely deforest- covered as the result of recent and a coauthor of one of the Fiel- ments as a prerequisite for conser- A frog (Oreophryne nana) 
peer-reviewed, scientific journal ed tropical countries in the and earlier field studies. diana reports. vation planning and action. named in 1967 had been thought 
spout biodiversity research pub- world,” Tabaranza, a coauthor of The new species of parrot was “If we did not have a series of After learning about the Fiel- to be the only vertebrate restrict- 
lished by the Chicago-based Field several of the Fieldiana reports, known to locals because ofitsval- specimens from Camiguin and diana manuscript, Thomas Amdt, ed to the island prior to the sur- 
Museum of Natural History. sai in the press release. ue in the pet trade. The bird's additional series of Hanging-par- a German parrot enthusiast, veys by Heaney and Tabaranza. 
"Knowing that atleast S4species The Philippines hosts a wealth throat and thighs are bright blue rots from other Philippine is- made a trip to Camiguin to look a 
of birds and at least 24 species of of endemic flora and fauna but andthetopofits head andtailare lands, we probably would have for these birds. He photographed Deservesint'l attention 
mammals live on Camiguin and more than 70 percent of its origi- brilliant scarlet-orange. assumed that the single bird that the parrots and was preparing a — "Very few states in the United 
that some of these animals are nal forests have been destroyed. Males and females have identi- prompted our invest publication about his findings. ‘States, and few countries in Eu- 
found nowhere else on earth, Camiguin was once almost en- cal plumage, which is quite un- just odd-looking, and we would rope, have four endemic species 
makes us realize how importantthis tirely covered by rain forest but usualin this group of parrot. not have been able to recognize it New even to locale of vertebrates, making it clear 
island is," said Lawrence Heaney, by 2001, logging, agriculture and The description is based on pre- as distinctive,” Bates said. ‘The mouse, discovered high on why tiny Camiguin Island is de- 
curator of mammals at the Field human settlement had reduced viously unstudied specimens in the steep slopes of one of the is- serving of international atten- 
Museum and coauthor of several of the forest cover to only 18 per- The Field Museum and the Overlooked land's volcanoes, was new to lo- tion,” Heaney said. 
the reports in the publication. cent. Half of the island, a popular Delaware Museum of Natural His- One of L. camiguinensis char- cals. “And it is almost certain that 
“fer these animals to survive, diving destination, is covered tory collected in the 1960s by D.S. acteristics that was key to identi- The rusty-brown rodent, other organismi in Camiguin are 
weve got to save the dwindling with coconut plantations. Rabor The name for the new fying itasanew speciesis the fact known as Apomys camiguinensis, also endemic; they just have not 
forests where they live,” he said in a 8 5 species is Loriculus camiguinensis, that its plumage is relatively dull has large eyes and ears and feeds been studied yet.” 
press release issued bythe museum. Conservation priority or Camiguin Hanging-parrot. compared to other Philippine mostly on insects and seeds, Camiguin is ‘only 265 square 
The scientists have declared NGA hanging-parrots. ‘The description is based on mice kilometers. It has been continu- 
Severely deforested Camiguin's rain foresttobeakey Distinctive ‘This is consistent with the docu- captured on Camiguin during a bi- ously isolated from its neighbors, 
Blas Tabaranza Jr, director of global conservation priority. Ef- “This description is based ona mented tendency of some isolated ological survey Heaney and even during the Ice Age of the 
the Terrestrial Ecosystems Project forts to protect the remaining series of specimens that had been bird populations to lose their Tabaranza conducted in 1994 and Pleistocene, when sea levels 
of the Haribon Foundation in rain forest in which these animals part of The Field Museum's col- bright plumage, the authors noted. 1995. dropped 120 meters below pre- 
Manila, said the Philippines wasin- live as a national park have been lections for almost 40 years, so___ BecauseL. camiguinensishasnot In 2002, Heaney Tabaranza sent levels. This isolation con- 
creasingly recognized as a global under way for several years, in our work highlights the value of been recognized as a separate and Eric Rickart of the Utah Mu- tributed to the differentiation of 
‘enter for biodiversity with excep- collaboration between The Field collecting and preserving scien- species, little is known about its seum of Natural History, de. the island’sanimals. Withare- 
tionally high levels ofendemismor Museum, Haribon Foundation, tific specimens, because you may habits, and ì has been overlooked scribed a different species of for- port rom Reuters 
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THE PUBLIC 


To Our Dear Valued Partner/Customer: 


Please be informed that the last HP-SM Gift Certificate Promotion 
ended last January 15, 2006. The 60-day claiming period 
for this promotion also ended last March 16, 2006 and 


no further redemption will be accepted from this date onwards. 


All promotional details were published through print ads 

in major news dailies and were displayed through several 
in-store posters and flyers. All of which are within accordance 
to DTI's Implementing Rules and Regulations of RA 7394, 

the Consumer Act of the Philippines, Sec 7.22 which states that: 


“Times and dates within which the prize is demandable 
after the termination of the sales campaign or promotion, 
which shall not be less than sixty (60) days from notification 


or publication whichever comes last.” 
Having complied with these guidelines, Hewlett-Packard 
and its suppliers and partners are no longer obligated to entertain 
any redemptions made beyond the period published in the 


promotion’s communications materials. 


We thank you for your understanding and continued support. 
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M. damen 
Don't rely on OFW remittances, ADB tells RP 


From page Al 
“stubbornly high," 


odus of workers overseas. 


“Although generating subse- 
quent remittance income, emi- 
gration on this scale comes at a 
high cost in terms of loss of 
knowledge and skills, and can 
have high social costs as well,” 


the ADB said. 


Citing a “marginal” scope for 
‘fiscal or monetary maneuvering, 
"to support demand and growth, 
the ADB said there was little 
prospect of growth accelerating 
significantly this year and next 


«year. 


Immediate prospects for agri- 
culture, which accounted for 19 
“percent of GDR were described as 
“uncertain” on concerns that the 
La Niña weather phenomenon, 
ich brings torrential rains, 
could reduce crop production this 
year. But a modest rebound in 
agriculture was assumed for 


owl 


2007. 


“The food and beverage sub- 
“sector of manufactures would a 

so be affected, as prices of raw 
“materials rise in 2006 and sub- 


1 side in 2007," the ADB said. 


The ADB projected that ex- 

manufacturers 
would be bolstered by expected 
modest gains this year in global 


+ port-oriented 


¿trade volumes 


‘The services sector, with the 
¿largest share of GDP at 48 per- 
cent, was seen to maintain its 
high growth of 6 to 6.3 percent, 
‘with the transport and telecom- 
‘munications subsector leading 
growth on the back of market ex- 
‘pansion in medium-sized cities 
1 and areas of economic expansion 


* outside Metro Manila, 


“On the demand side, weak- 
ress in investment and exports is 
expected to be the theme in 2006, 
but they should pick up in 2007,” 


‘the ADB said. 


` ` Gross fixed capital formation 
l was forecast to rise by 3.5 per- 
i cent this year and 7 percent in 
* 2007, mostly from increases in 

private investment and higher 
i public investment in infrastruc- 


fure. 


Agriculture 


“The key risks to the immedi- 
ate outlook include the intensity 
‘of La Niña rainfall, which could 
Treduce agricultural production 


although to 
some degree was eased by the ex- 


and have spillover effects on the 
food and beverage subsector," the 
ADB said. 

But slippages in the implemen- 
tation of core reforms, in particu- 
lar tax administration and power 
sector reforms, could erode the 
credibility of the government, the 
ADB warned 

“Finally, political uncertainty 
has yet to completely subside, 
and this has the potential to un- 
dermine growth prospects over 
any time scale,” it said. 

From 2008 to 2010, the ADB 
projected that Philippine GDP 
growth would still likely be 
locked within the 5 to 6 percent 
range. 


Medium-term forecasts 

‘The bank's baseline forecasts 
for growth over the medium term 
were way below the govern- 
ments official Medium-Term 
Philippine Development Plan 
(MTPDP) target rates up to 2010. 

‘To achieve the high targets un- 
der the MTPDP the ADB said the 
country’s capital stock needs to 
expand by at least 10 percent a 
year in net terms versus an esti- 
mated 3 percent in recent years. 

“Lifting the capital stock would 
require an extended investment 
push that creates a virtuous cycle 
of higher rates of productivity, 
wages and labor absorption. To 
invigorate investment, momen- 
tum must build behind reforms," 
the ADB said. 

"Although the reform agenda is 
long and potentially complex, 
demonstrated successes in a few 
key areas could help shift percep- 
tions and build a consensus be- 
hind the need for a determined 
reform effort over the medium 
term,” it said. 

From the supply side, the con- 
tributions of the three sec- 
tors—agriculture, industry and 
services—are expected to change 
litde and thus services will re- 
main the largest contributor to 
growth, it added. 

The ADB stressed that further 
gains in fiscal consolidation, es- 
pecially demonstration of sus- 
tained results in tax administra- 
tion, would help build credibility 
and provide the basis for 
strengthening macroeconomic 
stability. 

Its growth forecasts assumed 
that further progress shall be 
made in power sector reforms, es- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


pecially privatization, thus help- 
ing to strengthen the investment 
climate and support a more posi- 
tive outlook for the medium 
term. 

“However, gains in investor 
confidence from progress in re- 
forms could be partially offset by 
sporadic political turbulence,” it 
said. 


Regional outlook 

Developing Asian economies, 
the ADB said, will sustain a 
strong growth in 2006 supported 
by a broadly favorable outlook 
for the international economy, 
the continuing trend toward im- 
proved economic management, 
and apparent resilience to high 
oil prices. 

‘The ADB projected that the re- 
gion would achieve an_overall 
economic expansion of 7.2 per- 
cent in 2006 and 7 percent in 
2007, a marginal easing from 7.4 
percent in 2005. But it said the 
outlook could worsen due to bird 
flu fears and high oil prices. 

Ifzal Ali, ADB chief economist, 
said: “Asian economies will take 


income. 


strength from the continuing up- 
swing in the global electronics 
sector and fast growth expected 
in the People’s Republic of China 
and India.” 


3 key economies 

Growth projections for devel- 
oping Asia as a region are heavily 
influenced 
economies: PRC, India and Re- 
public of Korea. Together, these 
economies have a combined 
weight of 66 percent of regional 


‘ADO 2006 provides an assess- 
ment of recent economic perfor- 
mance for 43 developing member 
countries, and projections for ma- 
jor macroeconomic indicators for 
2006 and 2007. 

‘The ADB said the economies of 
China and India are forecast to 
expand this year at 9.5 percent 
and 7.6 percent, respectively. The 
September forecast for China's 
economic growth this year was 
8.8 percent, while that for India 
was 6.8 percent, 

Forecast growth for Southeast 
Asia was raised to 5.5 percent 


ed. 


by three key 


altrade. 


said. 


in a number 


port said. 
Economic shock 


from September's 5.4 percent. 
"The outlook for most Southeast 
Asian economies, except Laos 
and Thailand, has been upgrad- 


‘The ADB said growth in devel- 
oping Asia will largely be fueled 
by an expansion in major indus- 
trial economies that are forecast 
to grow close to their potential 
this year, and an increase in glob- 


Increasing demand for elec- 
tronics also will provide a boost 
to the region's economy, the bank 


“The upswing in the global 
electronics cycle, which began in 
2005, should continue through 
most of 2006, supporting growth 
of 
economies, in East Asia and 
Southeast Asia specially,” the re- 


While most economies man- 
aged to insulate consumers last 
year from higher oil prices 
through subsidies, the ADB said 
that the effects of the higher 
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prices will likely trickle down to 
consumers this year 

As a result, the ADB has raised 
its inflation forecast for the re- 
gion this year to 4 percent from 
the September estimate of 3.3 
percent. Softer inflation of 3.7 
percent is forecast for 2007. 

‘The bank said efforts by China 
and Malaysia last year toward 
greater currency flexibility had 
resulted in only the small appre- 
ciation of the US dollar, and the 
continued investment” inflows 
and current account surplus 

ight continue to boost regional 
currencies this year. 

‘The ADB also said estimates 
suggest that a bird flu pandemic 
would result in severe economic 
shock, which would cost the Asia 
and Pacific region between 
US$100 billion (euro81.5 billion) 
and US$300 billion (euro244 bil- 
lion). 

“At its worst, this would essen- 
tially halve economic growth for 
one year and throw the world in- 
to an economic recession, the 
first global recession since 1982,” 
it said. 


Tegional 


Comelec official finds ‘ghost’ signatories ... 


From page Al 
office had yet to receive reports on the 
progress of the verification process, 

“Once verification is completed, the signa- 
tures are returned to the proponents so that 
they will see if the requirement [on the num- 
ber of registered voters that need to sign it] 
had been complied with. After that, our man- 
date is finished,” he said. 

Asked about the alleged spurious signa- 
tures, Jimenez said that based on Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr's instructions, 
“these will be discarded and not included in 
the final list of authenticated signatures.” 

Jimenez said that if the Comelec would be 
allowed to entertain the petition, it would 
strictly implement the constitutional require- 
ment that the initiative be signed by 12 per- 
cent of registered voters nationwide, with at 
least 3 percent of voters representing each 
congressional district. 

“If the signatures are insufficient, it would 
be difficult for the petition to succeed, as the 
Constitution states,” he said. 


8.3M and counting 

“According to Speaker Jose de Venecia, the 
number of signatures has reached 8.3 million, 
or 60 percent in excess of the minimum re- 
quirement. 

Speaking with reporters at the 18th birth- 
day celebration of his late daughter KC, De 
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Classes start on June 17, 2006. 


bution to culture and leadership 


of 2.25 


Graduate Program focuses on philosophy in dialogue with culture and politics. 


+ Delimits the study of philosophy to modern and contemporary theories 
+ Uses an interdisciplinary approach — — , 

+ Heavily research-based : s 
+ With emphasis on Benedictine contri 


tical science," 7 
WN 
a magi Pal 
j ka 


'sanbeda edu ph 


Tel. no.: 735-60. 1 loc 


GMA: We are on tbe right side of bistory 


By Christine O, Avendaño 


STEPPING UP HER CALL FOR CHARTER 
change, President Macapagal-Arroyo yes- 
terday vowed that the constitutional re- 
forms being pushed by her administration 
would "work —with the help of the people. 

“We are on the right side of history, in 
working with the people to take back gov- 
ernment," the President said at the opening 
ceremonies of an investment summit in 
Calapan, Oriental Mindoro. 

In a speech before investors at the Filip- 
iniana Resort Hotel, she marvelled at the 
“political stability” of Mindoro and said in- 


Venecia expressed confidence that the num- 
ber would reach the nine-million mark in two 
weeks. 

“I think we can easily reach nine million, or 
even 10 million, before the Holy Week. Now 
its already 8.3 million and they're still gather- 
ing signatures, So I believe that really, the tide 
has turned and more are signing,” he said. 

De Venecia said some of the largest and 
most prestigious organizations, as well as par- 
ty-list groups, had joined the campaign to col- 
lect signatures. 

“These are genuine, bona fide,” he said. “1 
will not use the words ‘tidal wave’ because 
thats too much, but powerful force of public 
opinion at the grass-roots speaking to our mo- 
bilizing village democracy all over the Philip- 
pines,” he said 

De Venecia also said simultaneous verifica- 
tion of the signatures were being done by 
election registrars and barangay captains. 

He said a parallel move toward Charter 
change was also being done in the House 
through a resolution signed by at least 180 con- 
gressmen calling for transforming the two cham- 
bers of Congress into a constituent assembly. 

He said that while the number was 15 con- 
gressmen short, the required number would 
be met before June. 

But Vice President Noli de Castro cautioned 
the proponents of the people's initiative 
against subverting the true will ofthe people. 

“If what we need is change in the form of 
government, so be it. Let that change proceed 
in a manner that is consistent with the will of 
our people,” De Castro said. 


Mabini’s presence 

‘The Movement of Attorneys for Brother- 
hood, Integrity and Nationalism Inc. (Mabini) 
chaired by former Sen, Rene Saguisag served 
notice that the verification of signatures 
would have to be subjected to its scrutiny. 

“We are requesting you to inform us if you 
would still conduct the verification process. 
Should you intend to do so, we are registering 
our right to be present during the entire pro- 
ceedings. We request that we be formally no- 
tified of the scheduled verification by furnish- 
ing us the date, time and place thereof,” Mabi- 
ni member Rodrigo Melchor said in a letter to 
the Comelec. 

Melchor said the issue of the legality of the on- 
going campaign for a peoples initiative to 
amend the Constitution was anchored on the ab- 
sence of an enabling law among other things. 

“Thus, it is premature for the Comelec to 
conduct such a verification,” he said, 

Manila Vice Mayor Danny Lacuna, for his 
part, said he would be present to check the au- 
thenticity of the signatures should the local 
election officers proceed with the verification, 

He said that in his barangay, he learned 
that only five out of around 800 registered 
voters had signed. 

“Nothing is wrong with our system of gov- 
ernment, The Filipinos would want to directly 
vote for their leaders,” Lacuna told reporters. 


Which rule to follow 

Despite De Venecia's earlier statement that 
verification would be completed by April 15, 
the Manila Comelec officers have yet to begin 
the process, 

Rosalinda Albia Nadin, election officer of 
Mani s second district, said they could not 
start- 'rlfylng the 155,123 signatures turned 


vestors were sending an “important mes- 
sage” to the rest of the country. 

“Stop the politics. It is getting in the way 
of development,” she said, adding: 

“With the help of the people, we will tackle 
constitutional reforms and it will work.” 

Ms Arroyo said the world was “watching 
and viewing our political system and won- 
dering if we have the will to succeed." 

“We need a sweeping reform of our pol 
tics and governance, if we have to break i 
to First World status in 20 years,” she said. 

She called on the people to unite in mov- 
ing the nation forward, “rather than jam- 
ming the gears of the nation in reverse.” 


over to them last week by the Manila city gov- 
ernment in the absence of a directive from 
their superiors. 

“We're in a dilemma right now. We're still 
awaiting a directive from our main office. We 
need a guideline so that the procedure in veri- 
fying the signatures is uniform and, at the 
same time, to make sure that what we're do- 
ing is right," she told the Inquirer. 

Radin claimed that she and the other offi- 
cers were caught between performing their ad- 
ministrative duties and the possibilty of facing 
contempt charges should they proceed. 

She said that while the Supreme Court 
ruled in 1997 that the Initiative and Referen- 
dum Act (Republic Act No. 
ficient to cover a people's 
Charter change, there was a memo from the 
Comelec law department saying that local 
election officers had to prepare the forms for 
the people's initiative, provide the statistics 
needed for the process, establish signing sta- 
tions and verify the signatures of voters who 
signed the petition. 

“We don't know which rule to follow. We 
have the administrative functions to verify 
signatures because it is in our job description 
to perform duties given to us from time to 
time. But [we also worry] that we might be 
cited for contempt,” she said. 

Radin, however, was quick to add that her ex- 
pression of concern over the issue was not 
meant to question the authority of the Comelec. 

“We follow the chain of command; we're 
not opposing the Comelec. We just want to 
raise our concerns,” she said. 


No respect for law 

As though to validate Radin's fears, Cavite 
Rep. Gilbert Remulla said the opposition 
would ask the Supreme Court to cite the Com- 
elec in contempt for deciding to verify the sig- 
natures, 

“The administration, or whoever is pushing 
for Charter change, clearly has no respect for the 
Jaw ... and [for] the Supreme Court" Remulla 
said in Tacloban City, where he was to speak be- 
fore members ofthe Vice Mayors League of the 
Philippines (Easter Visayas chapter). 

He said that in the next few days, the oppo- 
sition would be taking other steps to stop the 
Comelec and derail Charter change propo- 
nents from achieving a shift in the form of 
government via a people's initiative. 

He said they would begin an investigation 
of Sigaw ng Bayan, the multisectoral coalition 
spearheading the signature campaign. 


Roadblocks 

“[President Arroyo] said her Cha-cha train 
has stared moving. We will [install] several 
roadblocks—whether legal or civic ac- 
tion—that could... halt the train,” Remulla said 
ina press conference atthe Hotel Alejandro. 

But Romulo Macalintal, the President's coun- 
sel for election matters, defended the Comelec's 
right to initiate the verification process. 

He sald that just because the Supreme Court 
ruled that RA 6735 was inadequate it did not 
mean that the law could not be implemented, 

“Tt was nor declared unconstitutional, so it 
remained valid. Also, the Supreme Court 
ruled [in a separate case) that the legislature 
‘is by force of circumstances primarily the 
Judge of adequacy of any law,” Macalintal 
‘sald, With a report from Joey A. Gabieta, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


EATING OUT? THINK TWICE BE- 
fore indulging in the food being 
served. 

Six out of 10 food attendants in 
school canteens, hospitals, mall 
food outlets and other eateries in 
Metro Manila and Metro Cebu are 
infected with intestinal worms, 
studies of the’ University of the 
Philippines’ National Institutes for 
Health (NIH) have found. 

“This is perhaps the most 
widespread health problem in the 
contemporary world because ev- 
erybody eats,” Dr. Vicente Be- 
lizario, the research agency's 
deputy director, said in a press 
conference yesterday. 

Helminths (hookworms, round- 
‘worms and whipworms) and small, 
single-celled parasites called proto- 
zoans could be easily spread from 
food handlers to consumers without 
proper sanitation and public con- 
sciousness of the danger, he said. 

‘They are the common causes of 
diarrhea and malnutrition, Be- 
lizario said. In worse cases, they 
infect not only the intestines but 
also the liver, gall bladder, lungs 


Stop text ads, 
Pimentel tells 
Smart, Globe 


By T] Burgonio 


rant. 


attendant 


‘TELECOM FIRMS SMART COMMUNICA. 
tions and Globe Telecoms should stop the 
practice of sending unsolicited text ads that 
eat up the mobile phone load of “text-crazy” 
Filipinos, according to Senate Minority Lead- 
er Aquilino Pimentel Jr 

Pimentel pressed the Senate to inquire into 
the matter and convince the network providers 
to stop violating the law “if indeed there is a 
law against unsolicited advertisements.” 

The issue, against which the senator has 
taken to the floor twice, was referred to the 
committee on public services. 

“The issue is of service to the people who 
spend their hard-earned money on loads,” Pi- 
mentel said. 

"He said he himself was a recipient of such texts 
and had been inundated with “hundreds of com- 
plaints’ from other users, including his driver. 

“Cell phone subscribers have been com- 
plaining that their prepaid credits are being 
diminished every time they receive such ad- 
vertisements which they never asked for in 
the first place," he said. 

“Play it faic" he told the two giant service 
providers which he said should immediately cease 
Sending such messages when requested by the 
subscriber. 

In a March 21 letter to Pimentel, Rogelio 
Quevedo, group head of Smart’s wholesale 
Business, explained that the company does 
not charge subscribers for the initial and first 
info text and network advisories. 

“However when a subscriber thereafter activates 
the info tex and network advisories by sending an 
"alex or! message to the network, fees are thus im- 
posed on such ‘alert on’ messages,” he said. 

Pimentel recalled that his driver bought a 
load one night but could not use it the follow: 
ing day because this had been “consumed by 
advertisements,” and wondered how he could 
be charged for such unwanted texts. 

Tn his own case, the senator said that last 
Dec. 12 he received a flash message from 
2150 informing him about a new multi-media 
‘which he could log onto. 

When he requested that the message be stopped, 
he got this reply from 288: "Thanks for the message. 
‘You wont receive any more updates from zed. If 
you change your mind, just send word IN to 288 to 
hear about new and cool stuf: zed: 

But the very same day, he got a message 
from 288 saying that the “Instant Panaload 
promo” had already ended and another mes- 
Sage informing him that he could text STOP to 
288 if he wanted a stop to promo messages, 

However, the inconvenience to the subscriber 
does not end there because the network provider 
uses two different numbers when sending a text 
ad, and replying to text messages from sub- 
scribers, according to Pimentel. 

"When he tried replying to a text ad from 288, 
he gor this message: “You have entered an invalid 
keyword! Below are 
the list of help key- 
words - TWIST IT; RA- 
DIO CLUB; JAM LIST; 
KUTE LIST, MAGIC 
UST; RT LIST, WEB 
LIST, To get more info, 
tax the keywords above 
and snd i to 2986.” 

In short, the net 
work provider makes it 
difficult for their sub- 
seribers “to immediate- 
ly stop the receipt of 
unwanted messages,” 
the senator said, 

Pimentel demand- 
ed that the providers 
give their subscribers 
a chance to respond 
to text ads through 
the same number 
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One case study shown to re- 
portefs yesterday showed the 
video footage of a woman food 


“carinderia" 
eatery) using the same rag to dry 
newly washed plates and tables. 

She was also holding the rag 
while serving food, the documen- 
tary showed. 

An elegant bistro in Makati City 
‘boasts of well-trained waiters, but the 
danger of worm infection still lurks, 
according to another case report. 

The waiter was shown using 
the same diny rag to wipe the 


that these are sent. 


fable and, later, the food tray. He 
rinsed it only afterward. 


Health permits 
A discomforting note in both 
cases was the manner through 
which both food attendants se- 
cured health permits from their 
respective local governments, 
Belizario said most of the people 
applying for permits were often test- 
ed for worm infection only through `" 
the non-intensive direct fecal smear 
(DFS) procedure, 
‘The DES, for instance, found only 
65 percent of food handlers in can- 
teens in Metro Manila as infected with 
intestinal parasites. A subsequent test 
using the more sensitive concentra- 
tion technique recorded 13.8 percent, 
according to the expert 
‘Another study presented by 
Belizario involved dietary service 
workers in a tertiary hospital in 
Metro Manila. Itdiscovered an in- 
fection rate of 42.4 percent, 
A tertiary hospital is defined as 
fully departmentalized and 
equipped with service capabili- 
ties to support medical specialists 
and other licensed physicians 
rendering services in medicine, 
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Calling all Networkers... 
—Now it's Finally here!! 


VW 


A Networking Nutritional Company 
Maker of the World's best Mangosteen liquid vitamins 


Is launching its’ product 
in the Philippines 


WHEN : APRIL 8, 2006 (SAT) AT 7:00 IN THE EVENING 
WHERE : LEGEND VILLAS HOTEL BALLROOM 
(60 PIONEER STREET, MANDALUYONG CITY) 

E Geta chance to personally meet international to 

LI leaders of the VEMMA networ 

SH On April 7 & 8. call he hotel at 633-1501 10 10 

“or appointment and look for. 
Me Hideki Oha ap) 
Mr Koichi Tamura apat) 
Chun San Sai Tesk Hunt (Singapore) 
Mike Quah Soo Boon (Malaysia) 
Choo Yook Choi (Malaysia) 
Hanono Jp hie Hau (indonesia) 
Tony Chang Chen Jung (Taiwan) 
Marivic Perez 0917-8080-477 (Philippines) 
Visit our website at 
www.myvemma.com/algsmc 
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+ Super Exclusivel — Only 78 
| 24Hr Water Supply trom und 
+ Underground Electrical system 
+ House & Lot units with 
PVC Casement Windows & 
Landscaped Gardens 
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105 sqm to 235 sqm 


Dver 75% Sold! 


255-0151 
0017-5214101 


pediatrics, obstetrics and gyne- 
cology and surgery, as well as 
subspecialties and ancillary ser- 


Another case study showed a 
38.3-percent infection rate among 
mall employees involved in food 
preparation in Metro Cebu. 

Faced with the alarming re- 
ports and the prospect of even 
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Worms infect 6 of 10 food handlers 


and the brain, he said: 

Belizario disclosed findings of 
three separate studies of personnel 
handling food. The first, conducted 
in 2002, involved food attendants in 
123 school canteens, while the other 
studies were undertaken last year, 
covered canteen employees in near- 
Jy 100 hospitals, and 138 food atten- 
dantsin malls 
3 studies 

‘The results showed no big dif- 


ference between eating at a lowly, 
roadside eatery ora classy restau- 


IMPORTANT 


To the Devotees of the 
SACRED HEART OF JESUS. 
Today, April 07, 2006 is-the| 


i ‘of the month. 

JA Novenas and Statutes of thel 
SACRED HEART OF JESUS are given away 
FREE for Chapels, Hospitals, Schools, ctc. 
Please get them from JASMINE at the Santuario 
de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati City - 
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studies say: 


more infection, the Department 
of Health has come up with anew 
order requiring stringent guide- 
lines for the "parasitologic" 
screening of food handlers. 

‘The administrative order, is- 
sued on Jan. 10, adopts the For- 
malin Ether/Ethyl Acetate Con- 
centration Technique as the "pro- 
cedure of choice for stool exami- 


nation by the local health units!" 

The FECT is a more intensive pro- 
cedure compared with the more 
popularand widely used DFS., 

"The order also requires food 
handlers to be examined at leagt 
once a year. z 

“its not acceptable to have 
worms in this day and age,” H 
lizario said. 
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‘Indie’ retailers cut LPG prices by P1.50/kg 


COOKING GAS JUST BECAME ofliquefied petroleum gasinthein-  LPGMA comprises refilers and cially in Metro Manila. 

more affordable to more house- temational market. retailers that carry their own — The DOE said international con- 
olds after independent vendors The LGPMAs move followed brands ikeNationGas and M-Gas. tract prices for LPG have been 
tut their prices by PI.SO a kilo, or price cuts made by the major oil — The latest round of price cuts steadily going down from a record 
P16.50 per 114g cylinder effe- playersof P1.68 perkiolastweek brought total reductions to PS.04.a high of $625.50 a ton in February 
tive midnight last night. last Friday, Petron, Chevron -kilo, or PS5.50 per 11-kg cylinder, as winter in the northern hemi- 
"Amel y president of the LPG Philippines, Total Philippines and since prices began going down sphere winds down. 

Marketers Association (LPGMA), Pilipinas Shell Petroleum lowered worldwide. Contract prices went down to 
daid this was part of the group's ef. the prices of their Gasul, Caltex According to the Department of 5428 a ton this month, a record 
fort to allow more- consumers to LPG, Totalgazand Shellane, respec- Energy, 11-kg cylinders now cost drop of $102 a ton from $530 in 
benefit from the price downtrend tively by P18.S0 foran 11-kgtank. between P448 and P501.50, espe- March. Ronnel W. Domingo 
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RP-JAPAN TIES 

Foreign Secretary Alberto G. Romulo calls on Japan Prime 

Minister Junichiro Koizumi at the Office of the Prime Minister in 

y m r “Tokyo, where Romulo extended to the Prime Minister an 

RASH BAG: men | | invitation to visit the Philippines in July on the occasion of the 

wm Built In Tie. 50th anniversary of the reestablishment of diplomatic relations 
; between the Philippines and Japan. 


Ex-mayor 
charged 
in Ouezon 
logging 


AN EX-MAYOR AND 
municipal adminis- 
trator of General 
Nakar town in Que- 
zon have been 
charged with 221 
counts of usurpation 
of authority in con- 
nection with illegal 
logging operations in 
the province. 

Ombudsman pros- 
ecutors filed _ the 
charges before the 
Sandiganbayan anti- 
graft court on Tues- 
day against Leoveg- 
ildo R. Ruzol, Gener- 
al Nakars ex-mayor 
and Fuillermo M. 
Sabiduria, the town’s 
former administra- 
tor, following an in- 
vestigation of a com- 
plaint. 

The complainant, 
Walternito G. 
Palasan, alleged that 
Ruzul and Sabiduria 
had issued spurious 
permits to transport 
illegally cut logs from 
protected ecological 
areas and govern- 
ment lands. 

Palasan, who has 
been placed under 
the witness protec- 
tion program because. 
of threats on his life, 
also named two Cal- 
abarzon environment 
officials—forester 
Federico Ocampo and 
former executive di- 
rector Primitivo G: 
nato Jr—and 11 pri- 
vate individuals as 
a having conspired 
TN a Re TPS ea eee AS gone senu] With the two accused 

SA a `| in the illegal logging 
a. if operations. 
pi z B» > Palasan said illegal 
SINCE 1946, The University of Santo Tomas ^ leading medical institutions in our country / x. J loggers and timber 
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Total Quality Patient Care “| claimed the issuance 


of the permits were 
well within their au- 
thority and function 
under the New Local 
Government Code. 

Nelson R Flores 


For inquiries contact us at Tel, No. 731-3001 or visit www.usthospital.com.ph 
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BACK TO OLD POSTS 


Customs, DOF 
rethink revamp 


By Leila B. Salaverria the following week. 

One of the affected officials in 
the first reshuffle, collector Car- 
los So of the Manila International 
Container Port (MICP), did not 
immediately vacate his office af- 
ter he was transferred to the Of- 
fice of the Commissioner. 

Arevalo said So was still wind- 
ing up his affairs but he was ready 
to turn the MICP over to his re- 
placement, Adelina Molina of the 
Batangas Port, to honor a “gentle- 
man's agreement” with her. The 
‘turnover was preempted, howev- 
er, by the order halting the 
reshuffle. 


No signature 

Port of Cebu collector Lourdes 
Mangaoang, who was affected by 
the second reshuffle, had ques- 
tioned the order transferring her 
to Iloilo, saying it had not been 
signed by Teves. Customs bro- 
kers, businessmen and local offi- 
cials also protested her reassign- 
ment. 

Despite the developments, 
Arevalo said, operations at the 
bureau were not suffering. 

“Even if we go back to the old 
setup in mid-March, the bureau 
then already had surplus savings. 
Sowe are till ina good position,” 
hesaid. 

He said the bureau would not 
be bogged down since systems 
and procedures were in place. 

“We are an organization of 
over 5,000 people. The move- 
ment of 20 or so would not stop 
our operations,” he said. 


TWO RESHUFFLES AT THE BU- 
reau of Customs—that were to 
take effect two weeks ago—have 
been held in abeyance by BOC 
Commissioner Napoleon Morales 
and Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves. 

The reassignment of over 20 
district collectors and other offi- 
cials would be “reevaluated,” said 
BOC officer in charge Alexander 
Arevalo yesterday. 

The developments have not 
adversely affected customs oper- 
ations, added Arevalo, who was 
named OIC when Morales flew to 
China earlier this week to attend 
the World Customs Organization 
general assembly. 


Directive 

‘Arevalo said Morales had or- 
dered him last Friday to direct all 
the reshuffled officials to return 
to their former posts. On Monday, 
Teves issued a similar directive. 

The finance secretary signs off 
on ali movements of customs per- 
sonnel who are presidential ap- 
pointees. 

“The reshuffle has been held in 
abeyance,” said Arevalo in a 
phone interview. “The secretary 
deemed it firing to reevaluate 
the revamp given the concerns 
raised.” 

The first reshuffle was to 
take place in the last week of 
March and affect five officials. 
The second revamp affecting 
20 officials was to take place 
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Democracy redefined 


N ONE FELL SWOOP THAI PRIME MINISTER 
Thaksin Shinawatra accomplished three things by 
declining to form a new government. First, he pre- 

served his party's majority and ensured that it remains 

the dominant political player in Thai politics. Second, he 
kept himself as a major political player and a potential 
comeback kid, while demonstrating a sense of responsi- 
bility by defusing a crisis that was spiral- 

EDITORIAL ing out control. Third, his personal as- 

sets remain intact, his wealth un- 

touched and the burden of political accountability has 
now shifted to the opposition minority. The minority now 
faces the problem of having a Thai parliament where 

Thaksin's party has an overwhelming superiority, a ma- 

jority that won't be weakened even if the opposition were 

to win the 38 seats that remain unfilled. 

So what, in the end, did Thaksin’s fall from grace 
achieve? Several important things. 

The first and most important is to show how democracy 
has changed since the latter half of the 20th century. That 
change involves the integration of protests, which be- 
came known as people power, the most spectacular ex- 
amples of which led to regime change. Peaceful, public 
demonstrations were the 20th century's answer to the ri- 
ots and violent insurrections that characterized the 18th 
and 19th centuries. Global gains, from the suffragette 
movement in the United Kingdom before World War I to 
general strikes in France and Spain in the 1930s, Gandhi's 
peaceful resistance in India and the Civil Rights move- 
ment in the United States—and after that, the Anti-War 
movement throughout much of the Western and develop- 
ing world: Edsa in 1986 and the fall of communism—all 
were done outside traditional political paths, though 
their net effect was to push forward the democratic ideal. 

Whether it’s outraged Spaniards demonstrating to 
bring down a government, the British marching to op- 
pose a war, Americans rallying against controversial leg- 
islation, people in Georgia, Belarus, the Philippines and 
Thailand rallying against certain leaders, democracy is 
not just about a periodic exercise of the right to vote, it’s 
about the right to organize and be heard whenever issues 
of importance crop up. This is a development so new, rel- 
atively speaking, that entire peoples and nations are still 
trying to figure out how it works. But it is there, and it 
cannot be ignored. Thaksin tried to manage it through 
electoral machinery, but he failed. 

The second thing Thaksin’s fall has achieved is to serve 
as a reminder of the power of leaders not only to rise and 
stay in office, but how persons holding office retain the 
immense power to drag out or end political situations 
fraught with danger. This is particularly true in nations 
that do not have long traditions of leaders willingly sur- 
rendering power. Thaksin, with his supreme confidence 
in his electoral base, put his mandate to the test. Given a 
mandate that was smaller than expected, he could have 
brazened it out, but after making noises that he would at 
first, he didn't. The intervention by the king of Thailand, 
if it did happen, merely accorded Thaksin a face-saving 
way out, and points to the wisdom of the royal interven- 
tion, if it did take place, since it occurred after the people 
had spoken, and not before. Thaksin could sacrifice his 
ambition to the throne, but in the end, he also did so to 
preserve his political clout. 

And thus, the third and final lesson from Thaksin's po- 
litical fall: democracy is as much about minorities as it is 
about majorities. Democracy tends to suffer from the 
dangerous delusion that the winner should take all, and 
that an immense majority means an absolute lack of ac- 
countability. Thaksin used his large parliamentary major- 
ity to pass legislation and make constitutional amend- 
ments beneficial to himself, while saying there was more 
than enough patronage to go around for everyone. The 
revulsion he inspired in the Thai middle and professional 
classes became proof that patronage is never enough. The 
manner in which his supporters roughly handled the op- 
position led, in turn, to an erosion of support even within 
his base of support. Hence the stunning election results, 
which even the opposition didn't expect. 

‘Thaksin's ideas of governance and political power were 
traditionally democratic, in a world in which the tradition- 
al ideas of democracy as being limited to periodic elections 
and decided by a combination of the size of a mandate and 
party discipline is under serious question. In that kind of 
situation, something had to give. And the one who gave 
was the only one who could: the leader, Thaksin. 


DONT GET YOUR HOPES UP THOUGH IT IS 
an event devoutly to be wished, I don't 
President Macapagal-Arroyo would ever do a 
‘Thaksin and resign (but this is one time I 
would be happy to be proven wrong). 

‘Although the crises in the Philippines and 
‘Thailand are similar (the people hate their chief 
executive and are marching in the streets to per- 
suade him/her to step down), GMA and 
‘Thaksin have many differences. Thaksin loves 
his country and is willing to sacrifice himself for 
it; GMA loves only herself, but she is willing to 
sacrifice everybody and everything else to save 
herself. Thaksin has self-respect; GMA has none. 
‘Thaksin feels shame; GMA has a thick hide 
Thaksin's lieutenants want only the best for 
their leader; GMAs family and political support- 
ers want only the best for themselves—they are 
dependent on her and would rather have her 
tough it out and endure all the slings and arrows 
hurled by the people just so they won't lose their 
‘cushy jobs. 

Because he resigned, Thaksin will be remem- 
bered fondly by his people and history will be 
kind to him. Because GMA refuses to resign de- 
spite being caught red-handed cheating in the 
2004 elections, despite 80 percent of the people 
‘wanting her to step down according to the sur- 
veys, and despite being caught violating the 
Constitution many times, she will be remem- 
bered harshly by her people and by history. 


‘Those of you who are going to the pro- 
vinces during Holy Week should read this let- 
ter from Danilo Reyes of Calapan City, Orien- 
tal Mindoro. It will warm your heart. 

“Thank you for your column dated May 20, 
2005, entitled ‘Please save the fire trees on 
MacArthur Highway’ Like you, I am an ad- 
mirer of fire trees and I agree with you that 
the fire tree is the king of them all. The fire 
tree is a tree of regal and splendid beauty. 

“T have several fire trees in our yard, and 
as early as March, I look forward to the ap- 

of the first blossoms of the fire tree. 
In fact, every morning, starting late February 
or early March, I check the fire trees for the 


Neal H. Cruz E 

first unfurling of their red-orange blossoms 
and, like you, my heart leaps with joy when I 
see the blossoms appearing. 

“This summer is somewhat special. All my 
fire trees are in full bloom. The oldest and 
tallest of them, which I planted in 1987, was 
the first to bloom. Now it stands majestically in 
flaming red-orange. Its crown towers over the 
roof of our house and its fiery blossoms can be 
seen even from the highway outside our com- 
pound. Like you, I greet this fire tree every 
morning and thank it for showing its great 
beauty and flaming splendor this summer. 

“Last week, I was pleasantly surprised to 
discover that the other fire trees in our yard 
are blooming as well. A younger fire tree 
standing beside the older one is in full boom. 
Since its red-orange blossoms appeared at 
least two months later than the older tree, I 
foresee that it will remain in bloom even af- 
ter summer is gone. 

“in your column, you mentioned several 
places where fire trees are in bloom this sum- 
mer. I suggest you visit Batangas City where, 
upon reaching the boundary of San Jose 
town and Barangay Concepcion along the 
National Highway, you will see perhaps the 
longest stretch of highway in our country 
planted with fire trees. Almost all the fire 
trees on this highway are now in full bloom, 
anditis truly a majestic and spectacular sight 
for fire tree lovers. One could see fire trees in 
many places such as Quezon City, but I be- 
lieve it is only in this portion of the National 
Highway in Batangas City where one could 
see fire trees in bloom along an entire six- 
Kilometer stretch. The fire trees in Diliman 


and Katipunan Avenue pale in comparison” 
with these. 

“Now that the fire trees in Batangas are in 
full bloom, it is truly a sight to behold. Since 
the fire trees are planted on both sides of the 
highway, whenever I pass this stretch, I feel 
as i am passing under a flaming canopy. A. 
hope you will find time to visit this place; y 
which is very near Metro Manila so you can, 
admire the fire trees before the blossoming 
season ends. 

“From the National Highway, I Suggest you 
turn right to Barangay Balagtas toward the., 
Diversion Road going to the Batangas City 
Port. There you will see more fire trees plant: 
ed on both sides of the road. What is remark... 
able here is that the fire trees on this diver. ` 
Sion road were planted only two years ago -7 
and yet they are now in full bloom. In fact, , 
the trees are just a few meters tall. ; 

“Batangas City is a hospitable place for fire.” 
trees. Last year (an election year), there was 
even a billboard on the roadside prohibiting. 
the putting up of campaign propaganda on” 
the fre trees. Not one campaign poster was i" 
pasted on the fire trees. e 

“Enjoy your fre tree watching in Batan-i 

as.” 

‘The letter was dated May 21, 2005.1 don't." 
know why it reached the Ingumer offices only’ 
recently. Maybe he wrote it last year but 
mailed it only recently because summer is 
here and May is coming and the blooming 
season is about to start again. Maybe some of 
the fire trees are already beginning to bloom. 
When you pass through Batangas this week” 
end or next week, maybe you will see the 
trees already in bloom. Even if they are not; 
don’t fret. May is just around the corner. 

Dont forget the return engagement tonight 
by insistent public demand, of the Tionged 
Brothers at the Front Page plano bar, on TM., 
Kalaw Street, Manila, beside the Rizal Park. AY 
in the first show they will be joined by Marr 
Nallos, otherwise known as the Crystal Voice o 
Asia, and Juan Rodrigo, pioneer telenovela star “, 


Orwell’s Doublethink in Manila 2006 


RANDY DAVID AND RONALD LLAMAS WERE 
"invited" to Camp Karingal but were curtiy told 
that turning down the invitation was not al- 
lowed. Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel was hauled 
off to Camp Karingal as well, but she wasn't re- 
ally under arrest. She was actually being “res- 
cued” and taken out of harm's way—harm, it 
turns out, that the rescuers themselves would 
inflict upon her group. 

The S ‘Court said in 2003 that declar- 
ing a “state of rebellion” was “an utter super- 
fiy which was “for all legal intents... 
deemed not writen.” So why it was asked before 
the Court, is something “deemed not written” 
then spoken over and over again to cause fear? 

The Pinoy now watches the reality show 

oy Big Brother” but he must learn that the 
term came from George Orwell's “1984,” 
whose Thought Police lurked everywhere with 
the message, “Big Brother is Watching You.” 
‘Their slogan: “War is Peace, Freedom is Slav- 
ery, Ignorance is Strength.” Yeah, arrest is sal- 
vation, and detention requires no RSVE 

So why the disingenuous turn of phrase? Or- 
well explains: “[The truth] is whatever the 
records and the memories agree upon. [I]t is 
necessary to rearrange one's memories ... then 
it is necessary to forget that one has done so. 
[This] trick is called doublethink (defined as] 
the power of holding two contradictory beliefs 
in one's mind simultaneously, and accepting 
both of them. ... To tell deliberate lies while 
genuinely believing in them, to forget any fact 
that has become inconvenient, and then, when 
it becomes necessary again, to draw it back 
from oblivion for just so long as it is needed. ... 
[T]he subtlest practitioners of doublethink are 
those who invented [it] and know that it is a 
vast system of mental cheating.” 

Orwell gave other examples: "The Ministry 
of Peace concerns itself with war, the Ministry 
of Truth with lies, the Ministry of Love with tor- 
ture, and the Ministry of Plenty with Starva- 
tion, These contradictions are not accidental 
... they are deliberate exercises in double- 
think. For it is only by reconciling contradic- 
tions that power can be retained indefinitely.” 


Passion 
FOR REASON 


Raul C. Pangalangan fm?) 


“Power is in tearing human minds to pieces 
and putting them together again in new shapes 
of your own choosing.... Everything else we 
shall destroy—everything... If you want a pic- 
ture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on 
a human face—forever.” 

But unforeseen dangers lurk even for the 
“mental cheaters.” The politicians launch a 
“people's initiative,” and seize a sovereign pow- 
er reserved solely to the people unmediated by 
barangay captains, mayors or congressmen. 
GMAs defenders in Sigaw ng Bayan ask: Whar's 
so wrong about that? Politicians are people tool 

Right. Then we can also say: Soldiers are 
people, too, and by that logic, they should be 
free to march on Edsa with civilians. Then why 
are their leaders being court-martialed? Come 
to think of it, when the soldiers storm the 
Palace and mount a coup, hey, ain't that people 
poweraswell? — ` 

But the Cha-cha train’s chief engineer, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, has said—with rea- 
son—that soldiers renounce their freedom of 
speech once they bear arms. Either GMA tells 
her minions to shut up, or she tricks the nation 
into doublethink. 

‘The generals who withdrew their loyalty at 
Edsa Il were "heroes," but the officers who 
now propose to do the same thing are muti- 
neers and criminals. Orwell explained this in 
“Animal Farm.” He chronicled an uprising by 
farm animals against the oppressive humans, 
moved by the maxim, “All animals are equal.” 
‘The rebellion was led by the pigs, who no soon- 
er issued the Seven Commandments, simpli 
fied for the benefit of the dumber animals in 
the slogan, “Four legs good, two legs bad." 

‘At first, the birds objected. How about our 


wings, they asked? But, explained a lawyerlŷ 
boar (no misspelling there, mind you), no 
need to worry, my fellow animals. "A bird's 
wings is an organ of propulsion, not of manip- 
ulation. Ir should be regarded as a leg. The dis- 
tinguishing mark of man is the hand, the in: 
strument with which he does all his mischief." 
Ah, an argument worthy ofa true compañero. 
Before long, the ruling pigs had taken to 
sleeping on beds, but the other animals in- 
voked their Fourth Commandment, “No ani- 
mal shall sleep on a bed.” Another lawyerly pig 
then explained that, no, what it meant was, 
“No animal shall sleep on a bed with sheets. A 
bed merely means a place to sleep in. A pile of 
straw ... is a bed, properly regarded. The rule 
‘was against sheets, which are a human invensi 
tion.” And finally the new commandment wast 
“All animals are equal, but some animals are” 
more equal than others.” : 
"The Dr. and the Dra. Evils of the world need 
what Austin Powers calls “cunning linguists” 
Hence the natural alliance between fascist pigs 
and leamed counsel. The Palace owes us a little 
more candor and, our intelligence, a little more 
respect. It was bad enough when they merely 
pushed words to their narrowest, most literal 
‘meanings, while betraying "the spirit that giveth ` 
life.” Today even the plain text is perverted and 
twisted, and we need to stretch our credulity just 
to pretend that we are not being so insulted." 
in the movie “Amistad,” John Adams argued 
before the US Supreme Court for the liberty of 
African slaves found aboard a Spanish ship, In 
the closing scene, a real Supreme Court justice, 
Harry Blackmun, appeared in a cameo role and 
read the verdict restoring the slaves to freedom. 
The slaves leader was unshackled, and he 
asked his lawyer: “What words did you say?” 
Words, indeed, have the power to unlock 
chains and cut through iron bars. Or as the 
Palace would have it, to conceal, not convey. 
the truth. Of the rampaging Roman Legions, it 
was said: “They created a desolation, and, 
called it peace.” 


Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 


FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 2006 


La ^ p 


IN A KNEE-JERK RESPONSE TO THE RESIG- 
nation of Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawa- 
tra, a group of five senators launched the other 
day a nationwide campaign to put pressure on 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to step down, to 
pave the way fora snap election. 

The campaign indicates that Thaksin's exit has 
created repercussions in the Philippines, a kin- 
dred democracy. It has revived the faltering “Glo- 
ria-resign” movement. The campaign hopes that 
Thailand's example can be duplicated to drive the 
President out of office. 

Ina demonstration of the 
ad hoc solutions to difficult problems, the new 
campaign has all the earmarks of a project that is 
Jong on enthusiasm but short on serious consider- 
ation ofits chances of success 

Five senators of varying political stripes decid- 
ed to band together to give new impetus to the 
eight-month agitation to force a snap election. 
‘They are Senate President Franklin Drilon, Mi- 
nority Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and Senators 
Panfilo Lacson, Jinggoy Estrada and Jamby 
Madrigal. No group can be more discordant. The 
only thing they have in common, other than their 
obsession to oust Ms Arroyo, is that they are sena- 
tors. This grouping does not define them as a po- 
litical category for effective political action as a 
political party. it is a politically heterogeneous 
group, and this imperfection dooms the cam- 
paign to being still-born. 

Itis easy to overlook that Thaksin’s resignation 
resulted from a combination of elements peculiar 
to the Thai political system: (1) the intervention 
of King Bhumibol Adulyadej; (2) the big boycott 
vote that frustrated Thaksin's bid to get a fresh 
mandate through the snap election; (3) people 
power protests were not the main element that 
ousted Thaksin; and (4) the ouster actions were 
staged inside the framework of the constitutional 
and parliamentary system (in particular, the par- 
ty system). 

Since the intervention of the king has been dis- 


IN THE NOVEL “THE LOVELY BONES,” author 
Alice Sebold posits a most unique, even revolu- 
tionary notion: that the dead in Heaven actually 
envy the living. 

"When loved ones pass on, we comfort our- 
selves by telling ourselves that they have “moved 
on to a better place,” and by shucking their mor- 
tal coil, the dead have achieved a whole new level 
of being. 

But in her main character Susie Salmon, Se- 
bold creates a 14-year-old protagonist who is 
abused and murdered by a neighbor and then 
watches from Heaven as her family, friends and 
neighbors cope with her absence, struggle to find 
out what happened to her, and then somehow go 
on with their lives. 

On the cusp of womanhood when her life was 
snuffed out, Susie struggles with her feelings of 
love and envy for her younger sister, who gets to 
live the life that Susie's murderer had cruelly 
snatched from her. Even in Heaven, when any- 
thing she thinks of appears before hei Susie han- 
kers for even a brief moment sharing in the hu- 
‘man condition—to fall in love with a boy, to kiss 
him for the first time, to make love with him, to 
bear his child. 

"The book, and Susie Salmon, came to mind 
yesterday, at the observance of the 18th birth an- 
hiversary of KC de Venecia, daughter of Speaker 
Joe and “Manay” Gina de Venecia. KC's death in a 
fire the other year shocked and saddened not just 
the couples family and friends but even total 
strangers. But as testimonials and the entire cele- 
bration itself proved, KC's passing has led to the 
“opening of many other doors and windows,” as 
her brother Christopher remarked, giving mean- 
ing to a life so abruptly ended. 


ANOTHER brother, Ipe Cruz, noted that if KC 
had lived, her parents would no doubt have 
wanted to throw her “a big party on the grand- 

a'o maark her 16th birthday her social 
“debut.” “And this is not what KC would have 
wanted,” he remarked, adding that, dis- 
cussing with Christopher what KC would have 
preferred to mark the occasion, they agreed 
that “she would have wanted a car. 

But the “courageous, fearless, and ground- 


HISTORIANS ARE ALWAYS ASKED IF THE PRE- 
sent is much better than the past. Our lives may 
be easier in terms of modern conveniences (I 
wouldn't trade my present life for a cave and ba- 
hag in the pre-colonial Philippines), but some- 
how people don't seem to change very much. 

1: was horrifying to hear the news about the 
high school student who laced his classmate's wa- 
ter jug with poison. This was not a practical joke 
that back-fired, Rather, the student was envious 
of the classmate who was ahead of him academi- 
cally so, to even the field, he applied his elemen- 
tary knowledge of chemistry and poisoned the of- 
fending classmate. 

Poison has always been part of Philippine histo- 
ry and culture, There are some interesting narra- 
tives that have come down to us from Spanish his- 
torical sources, and some continue to be made cur- 
rent by folklore and hearsay. Bach time I go to the 
Visayas, for example, some friends advise me to be 
mindful of what 1 eat and drink lest 1 take in poison 
ora love potion. An aphrodisiac I might ty taking, 
but anything harmful won't be fun at all. 

‘There is a particular kind of aswang (witch) in 
our folklore that kills or maims its victims by poi- 
son, In his "Treatment of the Bewitched,” Rizal 
describes this type of witch. So while Iwas going 
through the list of “crimes” in the index of the 55- 
volume compilation of documents, 1 ran my fin- 
gers through the following entries in search of 
something to write about: bodily violence, as- 
sault and battery, torture, stabbing, poisoning, 
murder, assassination, homicide, infanticide, par- 
ricide, gambling, smuggling, swindling, forgery, 
counterfeiting, embezzlement, highway robbery, 
adultery, concubinage, licentiousness, rape, 
bigamy, polygamy, sodomy and sins against na- 
ture, blasphemy, simony, teaching erroneous doc- 
trines, treason, desertion, extortion, insults, per- 
Jury abduction, ete, 

it is significant that the crimes with the most 
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cussed in previous columns, I proceed to the three 
‘other points. People power played a secondary 
role. The opposition alliance shifted to the boycott 
strategy (in the arena of parliament) after large 
demonstrations failed to force Thaksin to step 
down. In the Philippine crisis, nearly eight months 
of people power has failed to oust Ms Arroyo, 

We may now reduce the two other elements 
(snap election and boycott) to one essential 
point, which is that the Thai crisis was resolved in 
the arena of Thailand's parliamentary, party and 
electoral system. The Thais resolved the crisis 
rather relatively quickly, and without allowing 
the political standoff to drag indefinitely. Inciden- 
tally, the resolution of the stalemate provides an 
argument for the parliamentary system as an ap- 
proach to break gridlocks. 

The election boycott campaign is allowed by 
the Thai constitutional system and the snap elec- 
tion is not hindered by too many legal restrictions 
that exist in the Philippine political system. 

Thaksin called the snap election as a tactical 
move to blunt the people-power protests and to 
seek a fresh electoral mandate to circumvent ac- 
cusations of corruption and abuse of power 
‘Thaksin used all the tricks allowed in the parlia- 
mentary system. 

The opposition also dug deep in the bag of ac- 
cepted political tricks, using the boycott vote or 
abstention. The results proved that Thaksin's tac- 
tical move had backfired, and that the opposition 
had turned the tables on him 

In the Philippine crisis, the President used all 
the available tricks to roll back attempts to oust 


Imagining KC 


Rina Jimenez-David |; 
ed” young woman that KC had been also 
nursed other dreams, primarily of studying 
abroad, and eventually “to live her own life.” 
As Ipe noted, KC was one young woman “who 
was never afraid to be her own self.” 

During the sharing of reminiscences, and 
even during the Mass celebrated by Msgr. Au- 
gusto Laban, my thoughts wandered to KC up 
in Heaven, what she was thinking, what she 
was feeling, if she was somehow missing her 
life on earth, and regretting that she wasn't 
even given the chance to throw a grand bash 
for her debut, drive her own car, or get an in- 
ternational education. 

But these are all questions born of fanciful 
imagination. The reality is that the legacy that 
KC leaves behind has far more impact on the 
lives of others than one would expect from one 
so young and as yet so inexperienced. 


PERHAPS her biggest legacy is the INA Founda- 
tion, which was born of her parents, but especi 
]y het mothers, unfathomable sorrow and grief, 
‘which, in typical Manay Gina fashion, was trans- 
‘muted into action. 

“KC started it all,” declared clinical psycholo- 
gist Honey Carandang, to whom Gina went for 
‘counseling and “healing,” and who today acts as 
a general adviser for INA, which stands for “Inang 
Naulila sa Anak,” or “Mothers Orphaned by their 
Children.” 

"Together with other “orphaned mothers,” par- 
ticularly radio-TV personality Ali Sotto who lost 
her son Miko in an accident a year before KC's 
death, Gina set up the foundation, to serve, in 
Carandang's words, “for their own healing, to 
heal each other, and reach out to heal other moth- 
ers.” 


Poison 
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entries were: murder, theft, improper relations 
and gambling, But I was drawn to poisoning be- 
cause there was one reference that ran through 
three pages (often there is just a passing refer- 
ence to the items you look up in the index). The 
material here quoted is from the 17th century 
Work, "Sucesos de las islas Filipinas" by Antonio 
de Morga, made famous by Rizal's annotations: 

“The natives of these islands quite commonly 
use as venoms and poisons the herbs of that class 
found throughout the islands. They are so effica- 
cious and deadly that they produce wonderful ef- 
fects, There is a lizard, commonly found in houses, 
somewhat dark-green in color, one palm long, and 
as thick as three fingers, which is called a chacon, 
[Rizal, in a footnote, identified this as a tuko.) 
They put this in a joint of bamboo and cover it up. 
"The slaver (saliva?] of this animal during its im- 
prisonment is gathered. Itis an exceedingly strong 
poison, when introduced as above stated, in the 
food or drink, in however minute quantities. 

“There are various herbs known and gathered 
by the natives for the same use, Some of them are 
used dry, and others green; some are to be mixed 
in food, and others inhaled, Some kill simply by 
touching them with the hands or feet, or by sleep- 
ing upon them, The natives are so skillful in mak- 
ing compounds from these substances that they 
mix and apply them in such a manner that they 
take effect at once, or at a set time.” 

Morga goes on to narrate how effective certain 
files and insects are as antidotes: “Most certain 


Filipino solution needed for Gloria crisis 


her, including crushing an impeachment 
plaint and distributing patronage to provincial 
followers and the declaration of a national emer- 
gency The opposition was not remiss in employ- 
ing all available constitutional and legal methods 
to oust the President—including impeachment 
and Cabinet defections—after the people power 
option had failed. In Thailand, the institutional 
underpinnings of constitutional democracy were 
played out and worked to resolve a crisis, This 
‘was especially true of the party system. 

‘The results of the snap election underline the 
key role of a functional working party ina parlia- 
mentary system. Although Thaksin's Thai Rak 
Thai party won majorities in parliament and in 
the popular vote, it can’t form a government and 
elect a prime minister to replace the resigned 
‘Thaksin because the big boycott vote in Bangkok 
and the south nullified these majorities and de- 
nied Thaksin the mandate he had sought. 
‘Thaksin and the opposition checkmated each 
other with tools allowed by the constitution and 
the electoral system. 

“The opposition's decisive weapon was the boy- 
cott of the polls. The election results show that in 
38 constituencies out of a total of 500, no candi- 
ate got the 20-percent minimum votes needed 
to claim seats in parliament, because of the 
strong votes for abstention. Under Thai election 
laws, elections are not completed unless all the 
500 parliamentary seats are filled. A new parlia- 
ment cannot form a government without meeting 
this requirement. 

Tt cannot be overstated that the configuration 
of events and elements that led to Thaksin's resig- 
nation cannot be duplicated in the Philippines to 
produce a similar outcome. The Thai resolution 
highlights the crucial importance of a functional 
party system in resolving political crises within a 
constitutional system. This is why the campaign 
of five senators for a snap election is a futile exer- 
cise. They have to do something more creative 
than applying Thai solutions to Filipino crises. 


KC's birthday “party” also marked the blessing 
ofthe construction site of the INA Healing Center 
in the compound of the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development. The center will serve 
asa place where mothers could come together for 
talking and healing, as well as for training for 
grief counseling, starting with the INA members, 

“Grief is not a state but a process,” clarifies 
Carandang, and the work that confronts mothers 
(and fathers) who have lost children is to “con- 
front our unacceptable process and realize that 
the process never ends, to come to terms with it, 
and with the world in which it is possible for chil- 
dren to leave their parents.” 

With time, and with the help of family friends 
and other mothers, acceptance will come, and 
with acceptance, said Carandang, comes peace 
and sadness, and from sorrow “expectancy and 
evenjoy" 3 
TT might never have been in KC's realm of imag- 
ination or expectation that her life—and 
death—would trigger the getting together of 
mothers sharing a common pain and, from this 
getting together, the creation of a healing cen- 
ter for women dealing with unspeakable loss. 

"The most endearing thing that all her family 
and friends shared about KC was how simple 
her dreams were, and how typical of a teenag- 
‘er—to be finally of age to live life on her own 
terms, to be free of “security aides” or even 
just watchful parents so she could do what she 
wanted, to “chill out" with an ever-busy and 
preoccupied father. 

Speaker Joe and Manay Gina will never 
know what sort of woman KC would have 
turned out to be. They can only imagine, and 
perhaps in imagining the KC of the future, they 
are in fact hearing her voice, giving substance 
toher dreams. 

If, like Susie Salmon, KC and other young 
women are up there, hankering for a share of 
the humble human condition they have trans- 
formed from, maybe the best we can do for 
them is to honor their desires in our own imag- 
ining of them, as they are now. 

Happy birthday, KC, and welcome to wom- 
anhood! 


and efficacious antidotes are certain small flies or 
insects, of a violet color, found on certain bushes 
in the islands of Pintados [Visayas]. These are 
shut up in clean bamboo joint and covered over. 
‘There they breed and multiply. Ground rice is put 
in with them, and they exist thereon. Every week 
they are visited (Rizal actually changes the word 
"visit" in his edition and says they are shook 
around or irritated) and the old rice removed and 
new rice put in, and they are kept alive by this 
means. If six of these insects are taken in â spoon- 
ful of wine or water—for they emit no bad odor 
and taste like cress—they produce a wonderful 
effect. Even when people go to banquets or din- 
nets where, if there is any suspicion, they are 
wont to take with them these insects, in order to 
preserve and assure themselves from any danger 
of poison or venom.” 

The above appears like a segment from "Fear 
Factor,” and just reading the text makes me want 
to throw up. In this case, the cure seems far worse 
than the poison. 

Naturally, all this appears to be old hat, but if 
you visit a traditional Chinese drugstore, you wi 
see a lot of herbs, bugs and animal parts in little 
drawers, It may all seem disgusting, but it is 
backed up by thousands of years of experience, 

I don't think anyone would want to poison me, 
‘but those who think there is a threat—real or 
imagined—could get a pill box filled with these 
files. Or as I read in one of the works of the late 
Renato "Katoks" D. Tayag, someone in Angeles, 
Pampanga used to swear by a spoonful of fried 
lice freshly harvested from some young girl's hair. 
T guess we can paraphrase the old saying, “What 
{smedicine to one is poison to another” 

"Tales like these make Lenten fast and absti- 
nence so much easier, 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo,edu 


— s 
Guilt and shame 


IT HAS BEEN 60 YEARS SINCE THE ANTHROPOLOGIST 

Ruth Benedict wrote “The Chrysanthemum and the Sword,” 

which proposed that the Japanese mainly used shame for so- 
ial control while in Western societies, it was mainly guilt. 

Many social scientists still use this “shame/guilt” dichoto- 
“my. The latest version says that Muslim societies are driven. 
mainly by shame and honor, and that this translates into 
strong aggression to 
defend one's honor 
or, more specifically, 
the honor of the 1s- 
amic umma or com- 
munity. 

These proposi- 
tions are controver- 
sial, especially be- 
cause there's always 
an underlying assumption that “shame” societies (mainly 
“non Western”) are less advanced than “guile” (mainly 
“Western” societies, but Ive wondered if we might want to 
use that framework, and maybe test it, by looking at the 
Philippines. In today's column, m going to present some 
very preliminary thoughts about this. As you might have 
guessed, the idea for doing this was provoked by the recent 
resignation of Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra and a 
deluge, in conversations and through texts, of the snide and 
the witty from “Thaksinin Now Na” to “The Thais have such 
a powerful sense of shame.” 

‘Before we look specifically at the Philippines, let me just 
get the terms in place. Shame societies tend to use ostracism 
for social control. A person behaves because it is, well, the 
Filipino term captures it all, it is “nakakahiya” not to, No- 
tions of shame are very much tied to concepts of face and of 
reputation, especially of the larger social groups one belongs 
to, for example, the family. 

‘Guilt, on the other hand, is tied to a realization that one 
has done something wrong, captured in Christian societies 
by the notion of “sin.” I have done something wrong, I am 
guilty, and I must do something to confess and then to atone 
for that wrong. Westerners sometimes think “guilt” societies 
are superior to “shame” societies because it is more ethics- 
based: one behaves in a certain way because it is the right 
thing to do. 


Michael L. Tan: 4 


Greater good 

‘The problem I have with the shame/guilt formulation is 
that it is a dichotomy. It does not recognize that there will be 
sharp variations among both shame and guilt societies. The 
Japanese, for example, represent one extreme of shame soci- 
"ties, where the honor of the entire nation may be invoked, 
and where the defense may involve suicide, as in the case of 
the kamikaze pilots of World War II. 

Tn “high-shame” societies, even the slightest hint of scan- 
dal or dishonor may be enough to provoke a resignation, 
‘Japanese executives have been known to commit suicide be- 
cause of financial anomalies in their company. And in South 
Korea last month, Prime Minister Lee Hae-chan resigned af- 
ter he was criticized for playing golf even as a nationwide 
railway strike was underway. 

On the surface, shame seems to be tied mainly to “face” 
and to reputations, but ultimately, they are linked to the 
idea that the greater good must be served. And this is 
where we find variations: not all societies have such an ex- 
panded sense of the “greater good” as the Japanese or Ko- 
Feans do. 

‘We shouldn't entertain illusions here about the greater 
good always being noble; there are still vested interests 
Working here. The South Korean prime ministers golf addic- 
tion was unfortunate because elections were coming up and 
there was probably great pressure from his political party to 
resign. 

Athe same time, itis still always amazing to consider how 
far people will goto avoid shame. And I feel Westerners often. 
trivialize this shame by reducing it to a matter of preserving 
reputations. Shame does have its own complicated ethics, 
‘right’ being defined by the greater good. In the Thai exam- 
ple, no less than the king intervened to ask Thaksin to resign. 
Tn one stroke, political tensions were drastically reduced and 
the country started to move on. No talk here about the lack of 
qualified successors, or of thieves taking over from thieves 
like we have in the Philippines. 

‘Westerners also trivialize shame societies by talking about 
aggressive acts to preserve honor. There is little recognition 
of a sense of atonement that exists and how this is often in- 
‘wardly directed. Look at how President Bill Clinton clung to 
his post even amid the sex scandals; in shame societies, there 
would have been a resignation, or worse. Seppuku (or hara- 
kiri, considered a more vulgar term) literally translates as 
slicing open the stomach. It is agonizing atonement, even as 
it takes on a symbolic meaning of letting the spirit free to 
leave the body. 

Filipino shame 

So where do we fall in the spectrum of shame societies? 
Certainly, hiya is a core value, tied so much to a sense of 
“face.” We even pride ourselves with this hiya, claiming it is 
very communitarian, making us different from individualis- 
tie (read: “walang hiya”) Westerners. 

Yet have to wonder about our claims to a communitarian 
orientation. Yes, we think about the family's reputation but 
not much beyond that, Maybe sometimes we talk about re- 
gional pride, and occasionally about Pinoy pride, but we 
fend to rant and rage about the superficial, like branding as 
racist those Filipina cookies sold in Europe. 

Tm afraid, too, that our notions of shame have mutated, 
grafted on to all the worst features of rugged individualism, 
to the point where we now equate individual good with the 
greater good. Politicians are especially prone to that pervert- 
ed version of hiya: the country would collapse, and therefore 
itwould be nakakahiya if I resigned. 

‘Moreover, our notion of shame is often expressed in the 
form of aggression against those perceived to be threatening 
our honor. No seppuku or hara-kiri in the Philippines; in- 
stead, when threatened, Filipino politicians lash out with 
calumny and libel, with lies and demolition jobs, to restore 
what they think is honor. 

Tt doesn't have to be that way. If we could just develop a 
true sense of the greater good, tied to a concept of nati 
hood, shame could become quite productive, as we are see- 
ing now in Thailand, 

We need to develop both an ethos as well as mechanisms 
that will help future politicians to recognize that there is 
honor in resignation, in accepting defeat. We don't need a 
king to mediate; civil society can do that, paying homage to 
those who have the decency to make a graceful exit when 
needed. 

All that will take time, but this early, I also feel strongly 
that we need to moderate the shaming techniques that we 
think will bring down the corrupt and the dishonest: Ironi- 
cally, the shaming here—especially because it is so sensa- 
tlonalistic, so show blz—drives the stakes higher for the tar- 
get of the shaming, making them more obstinate, more vi- 
ious until eventually, they begin to believe that itis actually 
dishonorable to be honorable, 

"There are many different models of shame societies. Un- 
fortunately, ours seems to take off from a Western variant: 
that ofthe Mafla. 
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Let the soldiers speak out 
instead of firing their guns 


AMANDO DORONILA IS NOT 
usually dull in his analysis. But his 
assertion that the military is in- 
creasingly flexing its muscle in the 
country’s political life is simply 
way off the mark. (PDI, 3/24/06) 

Tam not a big fan of the mili- 
tary, but AFP Chief of Staff Gen. 
Generoso Senga's statement 
about the “propensity” of certain 
media sectors to mythicize 
putschists s based on facts. 

Gringo Honasan amd his co- 
horts were once portrayed as "dar- 
lings of the media" and even de- 
picted as poster boys of the post- 
Marcos regime. The same was 
true in the case of the Magdalo 
mutineers, I remember a broad- 
caster covering their Oakwood 
uprising, commenting on how 
“pogi” Trillanes was on TV. The ap- 
peal of young, "cute" soldiers 
spewing convoluted pseudo-polit- 
ical rhetoric is simply too irre- 
sistible for a media system always 
competing for readership, viewer- 
ship and profit. 


1 cannot accept Doronila's irre- 
sponsible, nauseating claim that 
“the media only discover messi- 
ahs.” To say that journalists and 
media practitioners are only pas- 
sive reporters of facts and thor- 
oughly politically translucent 
without bias is misleading. The 
media have the power to shape 
public opinion and encourage cer- 
tain political action. 

‘The fact that they eam their 
livelihood from their pen proves 
all the more that media people 
have a stake in the way their craft 
Ís practiced. Perhaps, the more ac- 
curate statement should be that 
the media have always set them- 
selves apart, portraying them- 
selves as messianic figures in the 
country’s democratic project. But 
that is for Doronila and his col- 
leagues to decide. 

Inthe end, itis just unfair to say 
that because “nearly one dozen 
coup attempts since 1986 were 
staged by his cohorts in the officer 
corps," Senga is guilty of the same 


‘An attack on the integrity of Congress and its members 


WE VIEW WITH GRAVE CON- 
cern the apparent human rights 
violations being committed by 
police authorities against legiti 
mate dissent and peaceful 
protests, including those direct- 
ed at members of Congress. We 
refer in particular to the disper- 
sal of a peaceful rally marking 
International Women's Day and 
the arrest of its leaders, includ- 
ing Akbayan Party-List Rep. Risa 
Hontiveros-Baraquel, one of our 
member-legislators 

These acts, along with the ar- 
rest of Bayan Muna Rep. Crispin 
Beltran and the pending arrest of 
the likes of Gabriela's Rep. Liza 
Maza, are matters of serious pub- 
lic concern. They have created an 
atmosphere of creeping repres- 
sion reminiscent of dictatorial 
rule. 

‘There is hardly a shred of evi- 


dence to show that those arrested 
or marked for arrest are part of 
any alleged conspiracy to over- 
throw the government by force. 
The record only shows that they 
are critics of the present adminis- 
tration. Also, the recent Women's 
Day rally was held to further up- 
hold and promote women's rights 
and welfare here and around the 
world, Has a woman President de- 
dared war on the rights and wel- 
fare of her own sex and gender? 
Even worse, these acts are be- 
ing committed not against ordi- 
nary citizens but against personal- 
ities of public stature, duly elected 
representatives of the people, who 
are supposed to be immune from 
this kind of harassment. If con- 
gressmen can be arrested and de- 
tained for exercising their rights 
under the law, how much more 
theordinary citizen who may have 


“That is guilt by association and 


offense. That is simply wrong. Who are the 
real traitors? 


GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S 
paid hacks are circulating a video, 
painting the broad opposition to 
her tottering rule as “traitors.” 

Ms Arroyo and her cabal of 
cheats, robbers, killers and Bush 
bootlickers are the real traitors to 
the Filipino people. They are 
guilty of committing the most 
treacherous crimes against the 
people and of working for the in- 
terests ofa foreign power. 

First, they steal the money from 
the people (as in the fertilizer 
scam, the rice hybrid program 
scam, the Diosdado Macapagal 
Boulevard scam, etc,—one of 
them flaunts the family’s ill-gotten 
wealth by lounging in posh hotels 
while the masses suffer from 
hunger, high electricity rates, un- 
employment and grinding pover- 
ty) 

‘Then, they use that money to 
steal the elections. They line the 
pockets of bureaucrats 
one who used to be with the Com- 
mission on Elections) and gener- 
als to get them to manipulate the 
election results so that Ms Arroyo 
is declared the winner, 

With the blessings of Jesuit 
priest Romeo Intengan and upon 
the direction of Norberto Gonza- 
les and Eduardo Emita, they later 
run after opposition members, 
jailing and killing them. And they 
bludgeon the press for exposing 
their lies. They even give a mili 
tary "berdugo" a promotion and a 
medal. 

To stay in power, the President 
licks the boots of George W. Bush 
by latching on to his “war on ter- 
ror” and promising to sell out the 
national patrimony by assuring 
the mangling of the Constitution. 

‘Meanwhile, her hatchet men (in 
the military) in rigging the elections 
are rewarded with promotions and 
become her most rabid defenders 
within the AFP chain of command. 


unfair. 

The best way to critique the po- 
sition of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines in these extraordinari- 
ly trying times is to allow them to 
voice their views and, subsequent- 
ly, comment on them, based on 
facts and sound rational reason- 
ing. For genuine democracy truly 
flourishes when there is a robust 
exchange in the marketplace of 
ideas. 

Instead of being stereotyped as 
dumb automatons, the AFP military 
brass should be encouraged to have 
their take at the agora of public 
opinion and see for themselves that 
the majesty of the state is made evi- 
dent not when our soldiers start 
shooting at each other, but when 
ideas clash in an open, transparent 
forum to be decided on the merits 
of facts and sound, rational reason- 
ing and common sense. 

—IJACKANTERO VILLA, 
Jackvilla50@yahoo.com 


a legitimate complaint or 
grievance against the govern- 
ment? 

In a healthy and fully function- 
ing democracy itis the duty of leg- 
{slators to make sure that the exec- 
utive branch remains transparent 
and accountable to the people. 
‘That duty includes scrutinizing 
with a clear and critical eye the 
policies and acts of the executive 
branch. 

‘Attacks on legislators who are 
doing their duty are attacks on the 
integrity of the legislature as a co- 
equal branch of government. 

—RAMON SAN PASCUAL, 
executive director, 
Philippine Legislators’ 
Committee on 
Population and Development 
(PLCPD), Rm. 611, 
Northwing Building, 

House of Representatives, OC 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 

[send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
‘The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 


‘They betray their own oath by de- 
fending a usurper instead of de- 
fending the Constitution. 

Now, who are the real traitors? 

CONNIE BRAGAS-REGALADO, 

chair, Migrante International, 

65 10th Avenue, Murphy Socorro, 

Cubao, Quezon City 


Se 


AIRCE FOR VIEWING; Forum Fo Blog beside 7-cleven 


aw dy YAA Ann MES 2 


SEIBU 


Fort Bonifacio Global City 


Gees 


www.seibutower.com 
marketingGseibutower.com 


` THIS MATERIAL É FOR ANNOUNCEMENT PURPOSES ONIY. AN plans, prions and Mara 
Tan aqa xr ony elen iter Ah we het o Chango welet ror 
potest t alee ` 


D 


FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 2006 


MH M Zn rau D v" 


Just ignore Marcosian decrees 


WHO WAS THAT WISE GUY WHO 
said that every country deserves 
the government it has? 

We Filipinos have the Arroyo 
administration because we al- 
owed it to come about--the first 
time, via a coup euphemistically 
called Edsa I; the second time via 
dubious elections and “Hello Gar- 
ci” calls, (She didn’t call him up to 
talk about the weather, did she?) 
Because we allowed it, we have no 
knuckles to rap but our own. 

Somehow, the 2004 polls were 
a tragic repeat of the 1949 elec- 
tions, when “the birds and the 
bees” voted in Mindanao—'pati 
aswang pa raw” (reportedly, even 
the witches) 

Give it to Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo for succeeding in 2004 where 
Marcos failed in 1986. 

‘To those who believe that Di- 
vine Providence guides the des- 
tinies of nations, February 1986 
was ordained by Him to be the end 
of the road for Marcos. "To every- 
thing,” as the Ecclesiastes de- 
dares, “there is a season, a time 
for every purpose under heaven.” 
Which means that, with or with- 
out People Power, Marcos’ time 
was up and he had to go. Provi- 
dence had enough of him, 

Marcos is now history, and 
GMA will follow. 

respectfully submit that GMA 
is just a de facto, not a de jure, 
President. But while she di 
charges the functions of a Pres 
dent, what are we to do? 


GSIS, SSS being sold for a song 


WE ARE SADDENED BY WHAT'S 
happening in the boardroom of 
Equitable-PCIBank, considering 
that Social Security System pres- 
ident Corazon de la Paz is report- 
edly hell-bent in giving the bank 
on a silver platter to the SM 
Group of taipan Henry Sy. 

But what really got our atten- 
tion was the March 30 column of 
Conrado Banal Ill, in which he re- 
counted that no less than Govem- 
ment Service Insurance System 
chair Bernardino Abes is now car- 
rying the torch for the Sys. 

With these developments, the 
more that GSIS and SSS members 
should rally behind GSIS presi- 
dent and general manager Win- 
ston Garcia as he single-handedly 
fights off the attempt by the SM 
Group to take over EPCIB through 
a merger with its bank, Banco de 
Oro. 


A religious minister points to 
Romans 13; where Paul admon- 
ishes: “Let every soul be subject to 
the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from 
God, and the authorities that exist 
are appointed by God. Therefore, 
whoever resists the authoriry re- 
sists the ordinance of God, and 
those who resist will bring judg- 
ment on themselves.” (Rom 13:1- 
2, NKJV) 

Sure, a believer should follow 
Paul's commands, but he should 
follow them in spirit, not in the 
letter, because the latter kills, as 
Paul himself says in II Cor 3:6. 
Thus, it was not wrong for a non- 
Jewish German, during Hitler's 
reign of terror, to avoid being his 
subject, otherwise that German 
would have been as answerable 
for the Führer's crimes and atroci- 
ties. 

‘One must ‘ender unto Ceasar 
what is due him, and only this. 
What is due the Arroyo administra- 
tion? I confess I don’t know the an- 
swer. Definitely, one should contin- 
ue to follow the laws of the land. 
But must one obey Ms Arroyos 
Marcosian decrees? We've had 
more than enough of those fats. 

If the Arroyo administration is 
what we Pinoys deserve, so be it 
But must one, in conscience, fol- 
low her dictates? 

—MAXIMINO NOBLE I, 
3/F Prudential Bank Bldg., 
2182 Chino Roces Ave., 
Makati City 


To make a long story short, it is 
now only Garcia left opposing the 
valuation of EPCIB shares at P56 
per share, when it should be sell- 
ing at the current market price of 
around P80 for every EPCIB share. 
Garcia, in effect, is also opposing 
the intent of the SM Group to just 
swap BDO shares with EPCIB 
shares. If Garcia will have his way, 
the only acceptable route for the 
Sys acquisition of the govem- 
ments 40-percent stake in EPCIB 
is for them to pay out in cash at the 
right price, which is upwards of 
P92 per share. 

If Abes and Dela Paz succeed in 
selling the GSIS and SSS fora song 
to the SM Group, we know whom 
to blame for this sellout of the in- 
terests of GSIS and SSS members. 

—DELCIE PERNIA, 
556 Guava St, Phase I, 
CAA, Las Piñas City 
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Presidential 
qualifications 


MY FAMILY AND I STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT THERE BE A REG- 
ulatory body that verifies the qualifications of candidates for pub- 
lic office, presidential candidates in particular, although this could 
also hold for other elective public servants. Such a regulatory body 
could check the following: 

© The candidate's age and education 

* The candidate's citizenship 

e The candidate's character and personality 

The candidate 
must pass a psy- 
chological test. The 
test will try to de- 
termine if the can- 
didate has a crimi- 
nal mind, Psycho- 
logical testing must be done in a foreign country, like the United 
States or England. 

Maybe, by doing these tests and qualification verifications, the 
Philippines will have better and responsible leaders who can 
shape a better future for the country. 

We hope this works. We know it will, if itis done. 
(via e-mail) 


Voices 
ON INQ7.NET 


Romy Cator 


‘The Philippines and Filipinos have been riding on a merry-go- 
round year after year, but the ride has never been merry for the 
‘majority. No matter who is in power, the economy gets worse, and 
only the politicians and their cohorts benefit. Many have given up 
in frustration and packed up to seek sanity elsewhere. Some have 
even traded their superior educational background for more sta- 
ble menial jobs overseas, 

Here in the Greater Washington area, "the Washington Connec- 
tion’ (as the Washington Woman magazine calls it) is composed of 
Filipino domestics who are much sought-after and jealously guarded 
by their bosses. They are even enticed and “pirated” by wealthy (and 
sometimes less-educated) employers by offering higher salaries. 

Indeed, the rulers of our country have driven good people away. 
Many of our nurses and doctors have abandoned the Philippines 
and their talents benefit other countries instead of their own. 

What is wrong? Sociologist Randy David has done research on 
the answers and should be given the opportunity to apply his find- 
ings to finally get the country moving forward. I will take up dual 
citizenship to be able to vote him into office if he ever runs.—Josie 
Lim Cruz, Maryland, USA (via e-mail) 

‘The first time I read about Ingumen columnist Randy David as a 
possible presidential contender (“Time Running Out" by Sylvia S 
Mayuga in INQ7.net, March 26, 2006), 1 found it a most welcome 
idea. 

David has written several articles that should be the solid basis 
for Filipinos to choose him from among others. He is morally obli- 
gated to practice what he has preached in his writings, He can do 
nothing less. 

1 also would like to nominate former Supreme Court Justice Is- 
agani Cruz, Raul Pangalangan and Ramon J. Farolan as secretaries 
of justice, foreign affairs and defense, respectively. 

Thope that, given the chance, the Philippines will move forward 
under their stewardship.—Ramon A. Mayuga, Essen, Germany 
(vlae-mail) i 
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GMA asked: Stop Sierra Madre rape 


INFANTA, QUE- 
zon—More 

than 20,000 
Church leaders, 
local officials 
and villagers 
from the towns 
of Real, Infanta 
and General 
Nakar (Reina) 
have submitted 
a petition ask- 
ing President 
Macapagal-Ar- 
royo to stop 
logging in the 
Sierra Madre — 


mountain ranges. 
“We may be young but we are not deaf and 
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Montallana said 
they learned that an 
hour before they sub- 
mitted the petition, 
DENR top officials 
discussed the situa- 
tion in Sierra Madre, 
particularly in north- 
em Quezon. 

Quezon — Rep. 
Rafael Nantes has de- 
dared full support to 
the petition, 

“All forms of log- 
ging in Sierra Madre 
should immediately 
stop. As long as the 
mountain is still be- 
ing logged the people 
will continue to live 
in fear. Flash floods 
and landslides would 
always return like a 
thief in the night and 
wreak havoc ...,” he 
said in a phone interview. 

Lawyer Asis Perez, executive director of the 


The longest mountain range in the Philip- 
pines, the Sierra Madre is called the “back 
bone of Luzon.” It has a total area of about 

4.8 million hectares, straddling nine 1 
provinces in three regions—Northern, 
Central and Southern Luzon. 

It holds 40 percent of the country's remain- 
ing old-growth forest, but not for long. 

‘A 2001 Conservation International report 
sald 46,622 cubic meters of timber from 
857 hectares were taken annually. Logging 
also destroys old-growth forests atan 
average rate of 21,536 hectares a year. 

The same report says 100,000 hectares are 
destroyed every year by timber poachers. 

in 2004, timber volume brought down from 
the Sierra Madre was getting smaller and. 
smaller. It meant only one thing, the DENR 
said: There are no more mature trees in the 
mountain. Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 


Le 
TRIP 


Kristie Kenney, the new American ambassador to the Philippines, 
Celso Lobregat after they almost tripped on a set of stairs di 


‘ambassador also went to other parts of Mindanao in her first trip outside Manila aft 


TROY HALCOLHPDIHNDANAO BUREAU 


blind not to be aware of what is happening 
here in our area. We're concerned over the 
continuous widespread cutting of trees in 
Sierra Madre,” said 7,444 Reina youngsters in 
a separate letter to Ms Arroyo. 

The petitioners, led by Infanta Catholic 
Bishop Rolando Tria Tirona, head of the 
Prelature of Infanta, also asked the President 
to replace Antonio Principe, Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources execu- 
tive director for Southern Tagalog; Emrich 
Borja, DENR-Quezon chief; and Antonio Di- 
wa, community environment and natural re- 
sources officer in Real. 

They blamed the three officials for tolerat- 
ing logging in Sierra Madre. 

"The group submitted the petition to Envi- 
ronment Secretary Angelo Reyes on Monday. 

“although Secretary Reyes did not give his 
commitment, we could sense that he sincerely 
listened to us. The fate of the Reina area and 


"Tanggol Kalikasan, a public environmental le- 
gal defense center, who was with the group, 
said continuous logging in the Sierra Madre 
would be the main agenda of the Sierra Madre 
‘Summit to be held in the coming days. 

"There is a pressing need for all stakeholders 
to converge and talk to find a united approach 
to end the continuous forest destruction and 
start the rehabilitation process," Perez said. 

‘The petitioners asked Ms Arroyo to cancel 
the Private Land Timber Permit of Green Cir- 
cle Properties, owned by businessman Romeo 
Roxas, and the Integrated Forest Manage- 
ment Agreement of Bulacan-based logger 
Wilson Ng. 

Both logging contracts cover hundreds of 
thousands of hectares in the Sierra Madre 
mountain ranges inside the territorial juris- 
diction of General Nakar. 

The petitioners asked Ms Arroyo to cancel 
all permits that allow logging in Sierra Madre. 


shares a laugh with Zamboanga City Mayor 
luring Ms Kenney's visit to the city April 4, The new US 
ter she assumed the position. 


its people is now in the hands of Mala- 
cafang, said Catholic priest Pete Montal- 
lana, Task Force Sierra Madre chair, who led 
the group's delegation to the DENR. 


They asked her to strictly prohibit the 
transport of logs and lumber from the area. 

Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau 


Police say no politics behind murder charges filed vs Dumpits 


BAUANG, LA UNION—THE TASK 
force that filed murder charges against 
La Union Rep. Tomas Dumpit for the 
killing of this town’s election supervisor 
has disputed the claims of the lawmak- 
er's family that the charges were politi- 
cally motivated. 

Supt. Pedro Ubaldo, Bauang police 
chief, said investigators only did their 
job when they filed the charges against 
Dumpit and eight others, including his 


daughter Tess Dumpit-Michelena, son 
Butch, a former police officer, and Vice 
Mayor Clyde Crispino of Caba town. 

“No La Union politician motivated 
us in filing the case,” Ubaldo told the 
Inquirer in a telephone interview. 

Ubaldo was reacting to a taped inter- 
view of Thelma Dumpit-Murillo, a TV 
show host and Dumpits daughter, aired 
on Wednesday over Aksyon Radyo in 
San Fernando City in La Union. 


Murillo said the case was “a grand 
desire to demolish my father's 
name” because the lawmaker 
planned to run for governor in next 
year's elections. 

“How can it be politically motivated 
when it was their men (the Dumpits) 
who were caught and confessed to the 
killing?” Ubaldo said. 

Felimon Asperin Jr, this town’s elec- 
tion supervisor, was gunned down on 


Jan, 12 while he was about to board his 
1-300 van near the Bauang municipal 
library where he held office. 

His killer escaped on a motorcycle 
driven by another man. 

Ubaldo said Ares Alvarez Mato, the 
suspected gunman, and Dominador Re- 
tuma, the driver of the motorcycle, 
were former parolees who were recruit- 
ed in Mindanao. Peter La. Julian, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 
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There are more surprises to come beyond this point.” 


With this, Parker wishes all the graduates good luck in sailing through the real world. 
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nu. a aka aia Across the NATION sos MALAN Lag 
Catanduanes 

asks GMA: Stop 
power rate hike 


VIRAC, CATANDUANES—LEAD- ik as a “glaring violation” of the spirit 
ers of 31 sectoral organizations in and intent of the Electric Power In- 
Wis land province have ap dusty Reform Act, which Congress 
pealed to President Macapagal- passed to pave the way for afford- 
Arroyo to defer next month’s im- able electric rates in the country. 
plementation of a 52-percent in- Starting this month, the Napocor 
Piense in the cost of electricity is expected toil the First Catandu- 
Sold by the National Power Corp. anes Electric Cooperative Inc. 
Thar petion was brought by Gow. (Ficelco) the approved basic energy 
Leandro Verceles Jr to Malacafiang charge of P5.6404 per kilowatt- 
on Thursday. It has the signatures of hour The current rate is P3.7064. 
‘more than 33,000 consumers. The new rate, which will ap- 
“According to the petition, the pear in consumers’ billings in 
majority of the 215,000 people in May, is due to the Energy Regula- 
Catanduanes were still reeling from tory Commission's approval of 
the effects of higher prices of goods the Napocors application of the 
brought about by the imposition of Socially Acceptable Generation 
the 12 percent value added tax and. Rate (SAGR) for 14 “missionary 
Soasve fuel price increases. areas” served by the NPC Small 
‘The consumers questioned the so- Power Utilities Group (SPUG). 
called afordably index used by the — The other small islands covered 
Napocor to set the new rates, daim- by the power rate increases in- 
Mk wassinpy baed nan "uno clude Marinduque, Masbate, Occi 
da)” National Statistics Office report. dental Mindoro, Oriental Min- 
They said the majority of tiem doro, Palawan, Romblon, Tablas, 
might not be able to afford the new Bantayan, Camotes, Siquijor, Basi- 
power rates, raising the specter of lan, Tawi-tawi and Sulu. 4 GREEN suoors PE E RA N B Lenton PHOTO: 
eech, E hearings, | AWorker checks for new asparagus sproutsin a farm in Tupi, South Cotabato. An asparagus plantis productive for up to 10 years, with a 
“The cost of doing business in ERC officials met vehement oppo- hectare yielding about 43 kilograms of asparagus. Workers harvest ‘the sprouts daily and cut them to fit buyers’ requirements. 
Catanduanes is already very pro- sition from local cooperatives and = — 
ped they said, "and increas- multisectoral organizations. The ` D — Ñ 
ing electrie rates willbean added agency, however, ruled in Napo- 1 
blow to its faltering economy” cors favor on Dec. 16, 2005. Leyte awyers VOW to join ROUNDUP `. 
n Deen rie: a its findings and evaluation of t t Š t . Payroll snatching foiled 
province (annual income: P70 million the petition, the ERC said the p g b d ayroll snatching foilet 
P120 milion), wih mos of is 11 powerrate increase would allow a rotests VS Signature DIA Aa naan este sate womans bag 
towns stil dassified as fíth-dass (an. new power provider to recover containing P50,000 in payroll of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
Wiese P7 milion PLS millon), | costs and haveareasonablererum TACLOBAN CITY—THE PRESI- group would join the opposition Savings and Loans ‘Association Inc. (AFPSLAI) on Tuesday. Police said 
“The local clerc cooperative is oninvestment. Fernan Gianan, dent of the Integrated Bar of the to moves to amend the Constitu- Catalina Ocasion, 44, an AFPSLAI employee at Camp Allen here, had just 
also against the new rate, describing PDI Southern Luzon Bureau Philippines (IBP) in Leyte said his tion through a people's initiative. Ieft the Philippine National Bank and was about to cross Session Road 
reer Alero Hi when the suspect Aberto Mogamog 29, grabbed her bag. Two traffic po- 
delgo president of the. oemen chased Mogamog and recovered the bag 
800-stong IBRleyt, Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
st spade U* Rebels deny use of banned land mines 
Zeg, QUTUANCITY—The National Democratie Front (NDP) in Mindanao 
pies niae. was ve denied allegations thatthe New People's Army (NPA) is using 
fade exercise because banned land mines. Reacting to earlier accusations of Akbayan Par- 
of hhe absene of yc Rep, Loretta Ann Rosales, NDF spokesperson Jorge adio, 
Br Mas Ka Gris denied the allegation but admitted that NPA forces in 
Mindanao were using "command-detonated" land mines. 
Ma. Kristina Cassion, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


“That signature 
campaign is illegal as 


there is no enabling Worker held for vault heist 


law d - 
WE aH COTABATO CITY— Police on Mon- 
for such campaign as - day arrested a former employee of 
pesi pesce Sugni Superstore here, who was 
the Constitution,” he suspected of fleeing with P1.6 mil- 
Sec id pe lion from the store's vault last week. 
M Christopher Leproso was arrested 
3 ec? inside a hotel in Davao City, accord- 
group will join groups ing to Supt. Peraco Macacua, city 
or individuals. who D police director. Macacua sald Lep- 
rx cian ka legali- ” roso had been hiding for several 
y re the Supreme days. Leproso, Macacua sald, ad- 
Court he added. mitted to the crime. Leproso sald he took the money "to get even" because 
ponens of the he was not being paid his salary. Mike Khemani, Sugni owner, denied the 
people's initiatives are claim. Leproso said he gave part of the loot to relatives and former co-em- 
aiming to gather the  ployees. He said he stil had about P800,000 when police arrested him. But 
signatures of at least Macacua said the money turned over to the city police was only about. 
na percent ofall reg- P300,000. Edwin Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
voters in every. 
congesiond dsvic, Civilian vigilance pays off 
which the law requires COTABATO CITY—Civilan vigilance paid off Ina Muslim community in 
for the initiative to Maguindanao and helped police arrest three suspected motorcycle thieves on. 
Thursday. Ben Abbas, vilage chief ot Bugawas in Datu Odin Sinsuat town, sald 
‘Hidalgo echoed the residents tipped him off about the presence of suspiious-looking men in a mo- 
sentiment of a number torcycle. Abbas said ha immediately sent a text message to the police. Chief In- 
of critics, calling the sp. Fatima Malao, Datu Odin Sinsuat town police chief, said policemen were im- 
Signature campaign as mediately deployed to the village and accosted the suspects. She sald the sus 
nen ita. pects were taken in or questioning after they failed to present any document for 
Gee ora peoples ini. the motorcycle. Malao sald the three— Emo Oamdamain and Rustom and Sau- 
tative. di, both surnamed Mokalam—admitted to have stolen the motorcycle that was 
“It was so obvious taken froma pastor in Tacurong City. Charlie Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
at the governm i lecti 
that te goverment US bridge project inaugurated 
ering of the signa. US AMBASSADOR Kristi Kenney joined Basilan Gov. Wahab Akbar and 
ering of the a other provincial officials on Tuesday in inaugurating a bridge built with 
Gd) officials were all development assistance from the US government. The bridge in Baran- 


gay Cabcaban In Sumisip, replaces a flood-prone spillway on the Basilan 
Mekukayang Galing. over (the place) just DU Road thai was often blocked by floodwaters. The bridge, 


to ensure that they 
Pilipinong 


Secording to a US Embassy press statement, was a Joint project of the 
ting. could gather the (re- 


US Agency for International Development (USAID), under its Growth 
with Equity program, the Mindanao Economic Development Council, the 
province, and the municipality of Sumisip. 


quired) signatures,” 
Hidalgo said. 

Gov Jericho 
mul admired to he Misamis high school reunion 
Iun that he gave HE MISAMIS Occidental National High School Alumni Association will 
P3000 to all barangay potd its third grand reunion and homecoming on its 65th anniversary on. 
ins in the province as Apri 17, starting at 8 a.m., atthe school quadrangle in Oroqulata City. "Do 
“mobilization fund” dur- rot let this opportunity pass as this is a special occasion to meet again 
ing the March 25 baran- Classmates, friends and teachers and renew our commitment and loyalty 
gay assemblies, where to our alma mater,” said alumni president Marcelino Rojo in a statement. 
the signature campaign The school's Class '76 will also hold a reunion at Rhovic's Place on April 
‘was launched. JoeyGa- 16. For inquiries, members were told to contact Gloria Yatoc-Sapar 
bieta, PDI Visayas Bu- (09192946325) or Jed Bulawan (09205944870) or e-mail to eu- 
rea 


Ë gene_labadan@pal.com.ph. 
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Illegal gambling surfaces with STLin Baguio 


BAGUIO CITY—UNDERGROUND record of any gambling opera- convert the illegal numbers :bingo parlorsare operating inthe STL and Bingo 2-Ball opera. [when he operates STL here] cart 
gambling financiers here are test- tions undertaken in March, ex. game “jueteng” into a Bingo 2- city 7 tions around, we will starve,” go to court.” 
fig unlicensed games using the cept for a project by barangay of- Ball variation that was profitable “We do not know if the f. he said. He also said the city had al- 
ing nie Small Town Lottery ficis to raise community funds initsshortrunhereunderthesu- nanciers have been convinced Yaranon, who ran on an anti ready denied applications for. 
TSTL) and the defunct Bingo 2. through bingo and other baran- pervision of a former actor- that an [illegal] STL will work, corruption and an anti gambling new lotto outlets sponsored by 
Gain a if they ean operate un” gay-monitored games, said SPO2 politician and a former jueteng but we wanted people to know platform in the 2004 elections, is the PCSO. k 
detected, alongside with the gov- Viyo Hidalgo, police spokesper- operator. about these tests because we are opposing STL operations in the 
emmentrun STL. son. The Bingo 2-Ball operation worried about unhealthy compe- city ment denied a permit applica- 
men mn were conducted in ^ MayorBraulioYaranon and the works on the same principles as tition,” a lotto dealer told thein- In a press conference last tion for bingo operations in’ 
March, according to several lot: city council stopped the baran- jueteng, and was facilitated here QUIRER. week, Yaranon said his position Camp John Hay despite the 
May cad dealers, who claimed gay-led games, saying vilage by former jueteng bet collectors — “Iearn PSOD a day from sales on STL had been clear from the fact that it would have been a 
that they lost income on the day councils had no authority toissue and contractors of the Philippine and from commission, so I am stan. fund-raising activity. Vincent, 
the alleged illegal numbers game gaming permits. Charity Sweepstakes Office in worried because [the legiti-  Yaranon said he was against a Cabreza and Donna Demetil- 
‘were run. Several policemen, however, 2000. mate] STL will cut my earnings local STL franchise and "anyone lo, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 
Ber the city police have no said they heard about plans to Only the PCSO's loro and two by half. But if there are illegal whobelievesthelawisonhisside reau 


Yaranon said the govern? 


Victims of Japanese war crimes etch memories through songs S ay. 
By Tonette Orejas k 7/ - : w — o ho! ent = 


PDI Central buzon Desk street play 
CANDABA, PAMPANGA--THE 


fast time that 30 or so elderly [Ë Z for 51st time 
women from the remote village - Ë : 

of Barangay Mapanique here 
gathered in a mall in the City of 
‘San Fernando to launch Maita 
Gomez's book “From the Depths 
of Silence (Voices of Women 
Survivors of War),” a young 
politico in the audience thought 
they were an ordinary choir. 
Their only claim to novelty 
might have been their vintage 
baro' saya. 

‘When the old women finished 
three songs capped by the finale 
titled after their group's name, 
the Malaya Lola (Free Grand- 
mothers), the wrong impression 
vanished. 

Those in the audience that 
grew to 200, mostly shoppers 
‘who stopped to listen, clapped 
vigorously, held back tears or did 
not care to hold them back at all. 

Gomez herself was amazed, 
moved even, because the lyrics 
and melodies of the songs told 
the horrors of World War Il in 
plain yet unequivocal terms. 

‘She sensed no feigning in the 
way the old women sang the 
songs from life. 

“Siyempre, karanasan namin 
yun sa buhay, hindi namin yun s 3 É Us 
makakalimutan. Yang mga awit i Tourist attrattion’  / 2 
namin, parang armas namin yan The traditions of crucifixion’ 
(Ofcourse, we sang of our experi- UR 


- - and flagellation in Cutud, which: 
that we couldnt for... VICTIMS of Japanese atrocities and rape pursue the fight for justice as these women do at a recent rally at the Department of Education. — were not viewed by the outside 


get Oursongsare ikeweapons),” They have since composed songs to immortalize their ordeal in the hands of Japanese soldiers during ‘World War l.  jowvsoxoocromicto world in the 1950s, began draw-: 
Tsabelita Vinuya, 72, said. ing crowds in the 1980s when: 
Their songs now numbered pumanaw them have died since theybegan Activists in Japan help them Galang, Maria Quilantang and the Department of Tourism pr 
10, composed since the 90 sur- Sa laki ng hirap na pinag- the fight, Vinuya said. out by campaigning for a law Januaria Garcia--all self-trained  moted them as summer destina: 
vivors of the mass rape by daanan Tn “Malaon nang Naghihin granting the demands of com- poets—wasenough to producea tions. 
Japanese soldiers broke their st Sira na ang isip pati na tay, they cried out: fort women and victims of mass rough piece. It is when they all These have attracted for- 
lence in 1996 or after 52 years. katawan.” “Mga Lola'y matanda na rape. gather that the polishing isdone eign and local visitors, a num- 
Only 62 are still alive, half of They not only speak of the — Katawa) mahihina na. Others have brought the issue to perfection, they said. ber of whom confirmed in in- 
them weak or ill abuse. In another composition, Kailangan nila ngayon sa tointernational war tribunals, But don't ask for musical terviews that they came out of 

“The “Malaya Lola Song,” made Bulgar, they want to see no re- Kataway pang-suporta. ‘The way the old women com- notes or chords for there are no curiosity and not to share in 
up of 18 stanzas, told of the first peat of it. Kung ito'y magtatagal pose their songs is another thing such annotations. the spiritual journey of the vil- 
24 hours of the bombing, bum- “Tto ang dapat malaman Mga Lola y ülan na to marvel at. ‘Everything is in our memo- lagers of mostly drivers and la- 
ing and pillage of Mapanigueon Ng buong sandaigdigan Katarunga'y di na nakamit All without formal musical ry,” Vinuya said, laughing hearti- borers. 
Nov. 23, 1944 and the massacre — Pagkatitoy isang araw NemgaLoiangnagdusa” background, heirartisuyislarge- ly at that feat of being abletore- The villagers themselves are 
of menfolk in the village at the — Saday hang lapastangan Vinuya said the songs did ly through improvisation leamed member the compositions. struggling to preserve the tradi- 
boundary of Candaba and San Kung hindi mo dadalain them well, In letting out rage, fom the folk tradition of “pe They have sung their songs in — tions amid crowds that count as 
Ildefonso, Bulacan. “Ang ganitong karanasan they heal themselves. In telling ngangaluluwa" on All Soul’ Day international conferences, ral many as 30,000 at noon on Good 

What exactly went on at the — Marami pa ang luluha the tragedy, they show that wars Some melodies are borrowed lies, book launchings and fo- — Friday. 
Tlusorio mansion-tumed-garri- Kung dumating iyang araw.” do nothing good to humanity, es- from songs of the antiJapanese rums. All penitents head for Purok 
Ton the Bahay na Pula, was re- Their appeal for justice pecially women and children. guerrilla army Hukbalahap or Said Galang, 70:“Wewillnev- Cuatro, their version of the 
vealed in this stanza: through a formal apology and ` Inexposing thesexual abuses, the Kapampangan folk singer er get tired of singing about — Calvary, according to Ruben 
"t nang magsawa na kamiy reparation from the government they gather support from fellow Totoy Bato, what we have gone through. Enaje, who will be nailed to 
pinawalan Of Japan is an overarching Filipinos and international Composing comes easy, said How can the present generation the cross, for the 20th 
Halos ang hiningay ibig nang theme in the songs. Atleast 28 of peace advocates. Vinuya. One sitting for her, Pilar know aboutthehorrorsof war?” time—the longest record in 

the practice. 
“My vow has strengthened my 


N. Mindanao clash leaves 3 rebs dead, says Army w es 


He began his vow in 1986. 


right after surviving a fall 
DAVAO CITY—SOLDIERS AND eastern Mindanao Regional from a three-story building: 


communist rebels clashed anew Court in Tandag, Surigao del Sur. without scratches or broken 
in Northem Mindanao on Wed-  Dagpin is the alleged leader bones. š 
nesday, the military said yester- of the NPA's Front Committee 30 Shunning spectators} 
day. under the Northeastern Min- Rolando Ocampo undergoes} 
Maj. Jose Maria Cuerpo, chief danao Regional Committee the crucifixion at 3 p.m. om 
of the military’s Sth Civil Rela- (NEMRC). AN Good Friday, when everybody: 
tions Group based here, said Cuerpo said the report did not has left. d 
three rebels were killed in the 45- specify the charges against the A 
minute gunfight in Barangay San suspect. Street play š 
Mariano in Loreto, Agusan del He said the NPA leader was The Via Crusis, written b 
Sur. captured in Sitio Camp Kantere in " the late poet Rolando Navarro% 
Cuerpo said the bodies had not Barangay Libuag on Hipdoc Is- was first staged on the streets, 
been identified. He said more land, off Surigao City. of Cutud in 1955, his grandsof? 
rebels could have been killed. Col. Antonio Amodia, head of Allan Navarro told the og 
He said soldiers were on patrol the 404th Infantry Battalion Pa ES 3 
when they chanced upon an un- based in Mawab, Compostela Val- 4 “It was my grandfather's owiir 
determined number of rebels at ley, told the Inquirer that his unit form of penance. He wrote the, 
about 10:45 a.m. was ordered to pursue NPA rebels script, directed the play and; 
‘Cuerpo said the government believed to be hiding in the hin- spent for everything, including* 
did not suffer any casualty during.” terlands of the province. costumes," the younger Navarro 
the exchange of gunfire. “We were given specific targets recalled. His father has been di- 
“Based on the reports from the and so we launched an intensi- recting the play in the last 20: 
populace, many (bodies) were fied campaign against them,” M years. 
seen being carried by the fleeing Amodia said. The original script, type 
NPAs," Cuerpo said. The governments renewed written in bold font, is in the: 
‘The military report could not campaign against the commu- safekeeping of the archdio- 
be independently verified as of nists came in the wake of the col- cese museum, Navarro said.’ 
press time. lapse of peace talks between What he has is a reproduction. 
Cuerpo said that during mop- Malacafiang and the communist- Each sheet, covered by plastic, 
ping up operations, the soldiers led National Democratic Front AHELICOPTER carrying President Macapagal-Arroyo approaches a group of soldiers in a Tarlac Vilage dulled by years of use, is read! 
also recovered assorted firearms (NDF) that had just been cleared of communist guerrillas recently. Ms Arroyo has waged anall-outwar against on' the prompter during per- 
and communist documents. The NDF withdrew from the communist rebels. umaonroimoro. formance. t 
He also announced the arrest negotiations after the United The four-line verses are in old, 
of a suspected NPA leader by po- States and the European Union war for the establishment of a and has been heavily criticized deseo southeast coast. lyrical Kapampangan. 
lice and military agents in Suri- tagged the Communist Party of Maoist government in the Philip- for its use of land mines. “The NPA is the 8,000-member Residents in the community; 
gao City. philippines (CPP), ts mother pines forover three decades now. On Sunday, two NPA guerrillas military arm of the Communist mostly teenagers, volunteer to! 
Edgar Dagpin, alias Ka Rejoy, organization, as a terrorist orga- s armed wing, the NPA, has were killed and two soldiers were Party ofthe Philippines. Dennis play theroles. 
was ordered arrested by Judge nization. pets waging a protracted guerrl- wounded in another clash near Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bu. The Kristo part is reserved for, 
Vs rita Je of the North. — The CPP has been waging a la campaign against the military the town of San Isidro on Min- reau, with AFP Enaje. t 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE' 
real-life crucifixion in Barangay 
San Pedro Cutud, this city’s secs 
ond top tourist-drawing event 
after the annual giant lantern 
festival, will take a back seat to, 
the Via Crusis (The Way of the" 
Cross), a homegrown street play 
running on its 51st year on Good 
Friday. ] 

Fernando Santos, chief of 
the city tourism office, said’ 
the Holy Week events in Cutud 
would this time give more fo. 
cus to the reenactment of Je? 
sus Christ's route to his death 
at Calvary and thus provide 
spiritual experience to devo- 
tees. * 

"Like last year, we have pro- 
moted the events as a form of 
spiritual retreat, not as a festi- 
val, " Santos said on local ca-. 
ble TV show “Talking Points” 
that tackled the diminishing: 
solemnity in the observance of: 
the Lenten season by 
Catholics. ^ t^ ` a 
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bly, garments, 
footwear, pharma- 
Ceuticals, 
chemicals, wood 
products, food 
processing, 
petroleum refining, 
fishing 


Constitutional â 
Monarchy 


His Majesty King 3 
Bhumibol Adulyadej, 

{also the Head 

ofthe Armed Forces, 
Upholdar of the 

Buddhist religion 

and Upholder of 

all religions) 


Landlocked country in 
Southeast Asia, borde 
ing Laos and Cambodia 
tothe east, the Gulf of 
Thailand and Malaysia 
to the south, and the 
Andaman Soa and 
‘Myanmar tothe west. 
514,000 sq.km. 

65.4 million 
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others-0.1 
(2000 census) 
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Recent 
political 
crisis 


Calis for Arroyo to 
resign followed the. 
‘exposé in May last 
year ofthe involve- 

Land Are ment of her husband, 

Population 


Religion 


errin-law in the ilegal 
numbers game 
ateng” and after 
discs of her alleged. 
conversations with 
Election Commis- 
sioner Virgilio Garci 
lano were presented 
by the press secre- 
ary. She has bean 
accused of rigging 
the 2004 election re- 
sults. Butan im- 
peachment com- 
plaint lodged against 
her did not prosper. 
Amidst persistent 
‘coup rumors, she 
declared a state of 
rational emergency 
on Feb. 24, 2006 and 
ftd it after a week 
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Tourism, textes and. 
garments, 

agricultural process- 
ing, beverages, 

tobacco, cement, light 
manufacturing 

like Jewelry, electric 
appliances and 
‘components, comput- 
ers and parts, 

Integrated circuits, 
furniture, plastics, ` 
automobiles and auto- 
motive parts, 3 
tungsten and tin pro- 
ducer 


Massive rallies calling 
for Thaksin to resign 
came after the report 
last January that five 
‘of his relatives did not 
pay 60 billion baht (Bt) 
in taxes after they sold 
their 1.49 bilion 
shares in media and 
telecommunications. 
plant Shin Corp. to the 
Cedar Holdings Com- 
pany Ltd. and Aspen 
Holdings Company 
subsidiaries of 
Seka 
state-owned Invest- 
ment firmin Singa- 
pore. To appease his 
critics, Thaksin called 
fora snap election. 


tungsten, tantalum, 
timber, lad, fish, 
gypsum, lignite, 
fluorite, arable land 


Washington DC 


“Sources: CIA Word Factbook, oel webstie ofthe ñeputac ot the PNEp- 
ior totam In Tatang, wabste of ta Thal embassy im 


TOREENCNISNQGAFSC NEO ICIN 


THAI AIRWAYS announces a new evening flight (1 G62 

Wednesday effective March 29 bringing the total to 12 wee 
between Manila and Bangkok: 
TG621 MNUBKK DAILY 

T6625 MNLIBKK 
TG620 BKKIMNL 
TG624 BKKIMNL 


THAI. Smooth 


1440/1645 
T.W,Th,F,Su 2030 / 2245 
DAILY 1110 / 1525 
T,W.Th,F.Su 1515 / 1930 
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For more information, please call your travel agent or THAI re: 
Cebu (032) 232 


Makati 8124744 Manila 5280122 to 25 
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the Palace says. Thal 
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hosted Apec leaders in October 2003. Di 


Malacafiang to ‘Senate 5” ... 


From page Al 

‘compare it to the parliamentary system in place 
in Thailand. It is a sad reflection of their civic 
knowledge that they have no clue how a parlia- 
mentary system of government works,” Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye said at a briefing. 

Five senators—Senate President Franklin 
Drilon, Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel, 
and Senators Panfilo Lacson, Jinggoy Estrada and 
Jamby Madrigal launched the “Gloria Resign 
Movement” on the Presidents 59th birthday on 
April 5, a day after Thaksin abrupiy resigned 
from office to end the political cii in Thailand. 

The so-called Senate 5 said they would go ona 
nationwide road show during their Lenten break 
to drum up support for the resign movement. 

‘At a rally on the steps of the Senate, the 
senators urged Ms Arroyo to do a Thaksin. 

Thaksin had come under increasing pressure 
to quit since January after his family’s $1.9-bil- 
lion tax-free sale of its 49.6-percent stake in 
Shin Corp., the telecom giant Thaksin founded 
before entering office, to a Singapore state firm. 

Critics alleged the sale involved insider trading 
and complained that a key national asset was now 
in a foreign govemments hands. They staged 
weeks of protests demanding that he resign. 

Thaksin said he was resigning to end the 
crisis out of respect for King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej in his 60th year on the throne. 

On-and-off street protests in the Philip. 
pines over the past months are demanding 
that Ms Arroyo step down because of allega- 
tions that she stole the 2004 presidential elec- 
tion. She denied any wrongdoing. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia said the President 
would not do a Thaksin, 

De Venecia said Ms Arroyo, who was the prin- 
cipal guest at yesterday's 18th birthday celebra- 
tion of the Speakers deceased daughter KC at 
the Department of Social Welfare and Develop- 
‘ment, said that unlike Thaksin, the President was 
elected by the people in a presidential election. 

“Thaksin is like Sonia Gandhi in India. By 


EZ2 SUERTRES 
ape qoa 
SIX DIGIT 
O NG Qi 2) Se 
(Results above in exact order) 


SUPERLOTTO 6/49 


NG gi 22 y, 9 


P86,879,561.40 


resigning, he has taken the high political 
ground and the high moral ground. That is 
OK because Thailand has a parliamentary 
form of government,” he said. 

Gandhi resigned on March 23 as chair ofthe Na- 
tional Advisory Council, which advises the ruling 
Congress Party, to preempt the opposition’ trying 
to create an impression that the pany was using 
Parliament and the government to protect her 

The Speaker said the President and former 
President Fidel Ramos were with him in pushing 
for a change from the presidental to a parliamen- 
tary system because the latter had a formula for 
effecting a swift change in leadership. 

“We want a parliamentary system because 
there is a mechanism, a formula for the prime 
minister to dissolve the parliament and to call 
for a snap election,” De Venecia said. 


Flip-flopping 

Bunye lashed out at the Senate 5 for 
flip-flopping on the proposed shift to a parlia- 
mentary form of government. 

On one hand, the Presidents critics say a par- 
iamentary form of government is unsuitable 
for the country, On the other, they cite the Thai 
parliamentary setup as a model for the country, 
according to the press secretary. 

“Once again our critics are engaged in 
sweeping hypocrisy, No wonder they can't 
make a positive contribution to the debate on 
Charter change,” Bunye said. 

He said the critics could not have it both 
ways: Support a parliamentary form of gov- 
ernment when it suits their argument, and de- 
ny it when it doesn't. 

"That warped logic accurately sums up the 
opposition. They don't know whether they 
are coming or going," he said. 

Bunye dismissed the senators rally at the Sen- 
ate as a recycled cause of the same old critics. 


"Thaksinomics" 

Despite Thaksin's fall from grace, Bunye said 
the President was standing by her statement 
praising the Thai prime minister for his “Thaksi- 
nomics" that transformed Thailand into one of 
Asia's most vibrant economies. 

“The statements of the President on Thaksin 
are all on record. The concept of one town, one 
product is something that is unique, something 
that was formulated by the prime minister and 
it has apparently worked,” Bunye said. 

‘Thaksin visited the Philippines three years 
ago upon the prodding of the President, a 
self-confessed admirer of his seamless blend- 
ing of business and political savvy. 

In his speech before a local business forum, 
‘Thaksin said his “Thaksinomics” was founded, 
on political stability and on ensuring that the 
poor were given the chance to share in a coun- 
trys economic success—two factors Ms Arroyo 
bas wanted to emulate in the Philippines. 
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B Pacquiao sues firm 
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Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 
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4 Pateros cops dismissed for extortion 


Same tactic of fabricating evidence used against second victim 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


FOUR ANTEDRUG OPERATIVES OF 
the Pateros Police Station were dis- 
missed from the service for extortion and 
planting of evidence. 

The National Police Commission 
(Napolcom) found SPO2 Arthur Velasco, 
Police Officers 1 Vinboy Pacamarra, 
Efren Patchicoy and Antonio Zinampan 
guilty of grave offenses against the 
badge. 

‘They were found guilty of planting 
two sachets of shabu in the house of 
drug suspect Dennis Gonzales’ live-in 
partner. 


‘The offenses were related to a ques- 
tionable anti-drug operation the four 
conducted in Barangay Sta. Ana, Pa- 
teros, identified as a drug hotspot, in 
2003. 

‘The four dismissed policemen were 
members of the Pateros Police Drug En- 
forcement Unit. 


Liable 

The Napolcom Regional Appellate 
Board (RAB) First Division upheld a 
People's Law Enforcement Board 
(PLEB) finding that the men were li- 
able for “serious irregularity in the per- 
formance of duty, dishonesty, and vio- 


lation of the law.” 

The PLEB handles administrative 
complaints of civilians against police- 
men. 


Nowarrant 

‘The Napolcom said the supposed anti- 
drug operation happened at 10 p.m. on 
Aug. 5, 2003. 

Velasco's team searched Gonzales’ 
house without a warrant. 

When the group learned that the sus- 
pect was not home, they proceeded to 
the residence of his live-in partner, Maria 
Annaliza Encinar. 

After failing to find the suspect, Velas- 


co's team returned five minutes later 
showing a sachet containing P100 worth 
of shabu as evidence that Encinar also 
peddled illegal drugs. 

The group took Encinar into custody 
and brought her to the Pateros Police 
, Station, where she was asked P50,000 in 
exchange for charging her with a lesser 
offense. 


Demand reduced 

But Encinar' family could only raise 
P3,000 even after the group reduced its 
demand to P30,000. 

Encinar was then put in jail and re- 
leased only after an investigation found 


that the case against her was fabricated. 
The commission found that Velasco 
had used the same tactic a second time. 


Strike two 

He was also found guilty of planting 
shabu and marked money, as he de- 
manded P100,000 from another Baran- 
gay Sta. Ana resident, Diana de la Peña. , 

‘The second case was handled by thé 
Napolcom RAB's Third Division. 142 

‘Velasco's partners in the second ques 
tionable operation, Police Officers 1 Jovis 
to Labin and Sherwin de Villa, were rep? 
rimanded and got one-month and twò- 
‘month suspensions, respectively. 
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“THE CHAMP, also an endorser for giant firms like San Miguel, PLDT and McDonald's, is not happy about 


the “extra” publicity 
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By Dj Yap 
and Melissa de Quiros, Trainee 


BOXING CHAMPION MANNY 
Pacquiao is asking for P20 million 
froma distributor of “Magic Sing” 
videoke microphones, claiming 
his name was used without his 
permission. 

‘The reigning World Boxing 
Council International super 
featherweight champion filed a 
complaint in the Quezon City 
prosecutors office the other day 
against In-a-Jiffy Enterprise and 
G2K Corp., distributor of Wow 
Magic Sing, for violations of the 
Intellectual Property Code. Also 
named respondents were compa- 
ny officials Andres Sanchez and 
Daniel del Rosario, 

‘The alleged unauthorized use 
ofthe boxer’s name in promotion- 
al materials reportedly compro- 
mised his endorsement deal with 
a direct competitor of the distrib- 
utor. 

Pacquiao accused In-a-Jiffy 
wwen and G2K with violation of Section 


Patrol team Traffic volume unchanged 


‘hurt in road 
accident 


‘FOUR EMPLOYEES OF THE 
‘Manila North Tollway Corp. 
(MNTC) were injured in an early 
‘morning vehicular accident yes- 
‘retday on the North Luzon Ex- 
pressway. 

Benjamin A. Suzara, MNTC 
spokesperson, said the victims 
were Alvin Aquino, Christian o 
"fuentes, Tony Seladia and Er. Dios of the Metropolitan Manila 
:nan Montes, members of the an- Developmen Authority (MM- 
'toverloading patrol team who PA). Í 
lare now pum ‘at the Manila, MMDA proposed the lifting of 
Central University Hospital in the Unified Vehicular Volume Re- 
Caloocan City. duction Program (UVVRP) as it 

OH, the patrol car expected the long school break 
"rolled over at least six times af. WOuld reduce the number of ve. 
‘ter the driver swerved to avoid a hides plying the metropolis 
itou wheelertrack. en roads. Vergel de Dios said traffic 
‘Carvajal might be even lighter in subse- 

quent days “because some repair 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE NUMBER OF MOTOR VEHI- 
cles on most Metro Manila streets 
seemed unchanged on the first 
day of the two-month number 
coding suspension. 

‘This was reported yesterday by 
‘Traffic Operations Center Execu- 
tive Director Angelito Vergel de 


ASINAN MAKES COMEBACK 

“The salt-making industry is enjoying a revival in Las Pi 

‘che full support of Rep. Cynthia Villar. A newly-built salt bed or irasan 
(also called asinan) has been attracting visitors and old timers with 
“fond memories of the days when salt was a premier product of Las 


‘Piñas. 
Tel Nos (32100 040 (29200440 
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INVITATION TO BID 


“The Social Secunty System is ining offers to purchase by way of sealed 
bids the following properties, on May 4, 2006 at 2:00 P.M. at the Asset 
Management Department, 5" Floor, SSS Bldg, East Avenue, Diliman, 
‘Quezon Cly: 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 


‘est Aven, Oman Quezon Cy 


tem 
No. 
1 Quezonemy 
Temple Div, Green Meadows, Murphy 
ResdentajCommerosi lock 
covarad by TCTs N-281261 & N-281262 
2. PARARAQUECITY 
Macapagal Blvd. Corner As 
Commercial block covered by 
3 TOT Nos. 168290, 166291; 166292 
3 BATANGAS 
Carpio SL Sto. Tomas 
Lot wih Z-sloty school bulding 
covered by TCT 108836 


General Guidelines: 


4. Disposal of properties is on "As Is Where Is” basis. Interested bidders 
are enjoined to personally inspect the property. 

2. Bid proposal may be In cash or installment for a period of five (5) 
years at 12% interest per annum. Bidders shall submit proof of 
income it proposal is on Installment basis. 

3. Bid proposal must be accompanied by bidder's deposit equivalent to 
20% of the bid price in Cash or In Managers check in favor of the 
Social Securty System, N must be placed in a sealed envelope with 
the label Acquired Assets Disposal Committee, Social Security 
System, East Avenue Diliman, Quezon City signed by the bidder 
across the fap. 

4, SSS reserves the right to reject any or all bids, or to waive any defect 
found therein, All awards shall be subject to the approval of the 
Social Security Commission whose decision shall be finat and binding 
on all concerned. 

Bid Forms and instruction to Bidders are available at the Asset 

Management Department. For other information please contact the 

Project Manager, Mr. Edgar Sandalo, at Tel.# 436-98-75: 435-0877 or 

1020-84-01 local 5180. 


Lecatlon/Description Area Minimum 


Bid Price 


688770sqm P 200,631,000 


ma Avo. 


20218sqm P 707,690,000 


48125qmFA 


{1957 sqmLA P 12,448,000 


(Sgd.) MARIANO PABLO S. TOLENTINO 
‘Chairman 
Acquired Assols Disposal Committee 


despite coding suspension 


work in Makati was finished.” 

"The MMDA started implement- 
ing yesterday the resolution ap- 
proved by a majority of the Metro 
Manila Council, the agency's poli- 
cy-making body composed of 
metro mayors. The UVVRP will 
be suspended in the Metro, ex- 
cept in Makati City, until June 2 

MMDA proposed the lifting, 
the first to be implemented while 
school is out, as it noted that vehi- 
de volume on major roads in the 
Metro decreased by 30 percent 
during the long vacation. 

"The MMDA TOC's Traffic Engi- 
neering Center (TEC) is monitor- 
ing actual volume reduction on at 
least 20 major Metro Manila in- 
tersections for the duration of the 
suspension, TEC Planning and 
Design Division chief Neomie Re- 


cio said yesterday. 

But some motorists expressed 
fears that the suspension could 
limit their mobility. Public utility 
vehicle drivers said it could mean 
reduced earnings. 

Cab driver Oscar Santuile said 
taxi riders who would take a cab 
on “coding” days, could now use 
their cars throughout the week. 
With more cars on the road, the, 
streets would be jammed again, 
increasing travel time and reduc- 
ing the number of trips he could 
make in one day. Tony Vytingco, a 
doctor in Mandaluyong City who 
lives in Cavite, also prefers keep- 
ing the UVVRP in place. “I think 
the suspension is only creating 
confusion. Traffic will only get 
worse,” he said. With Poalabelle 


Police vow to resume 
digging up Pasig swamp 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. do) who lived in the compound,” 
Billardo Torres told reporters yes- 
terday. 

Torres admitted he had lived in. 
the compound and was a drug us- 
er before he was jailed for alleged 
illegal possession in 2003. He 
said he never returned to the 
compound after he was released 
in September 2005. 

“We will resume our operations 
the moment we have the proper 
equipment,” said AIDSOTF chief 
Director Marcelo Ele Jr. 

But Raymond Fortun, lawyer 
of Amin Immam Boratong, owner 
of the compound, also vowed to 
block any further diggings by the 
police “unless they use sophisti- 
cated” equipment and have a 
search warrant. 


"THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL PO: 
lice Anti-Illegal Drugs Special Op- 
erations Task Force yesterday 
said it would resume digging up a 
water-logged compound in Pasig 
City, even if the man who was the 
object of their search had already 
surfaced. 

Police started digging up a 
swamp inside the compound on 
Tuesday morning after a witness 
said a suspected drug peddler 
was cemented inside a drum and 
buried în the compound by his 
employers in October 2005. 

“I came out because I was wor- 
ried my family in the province 
would feel upset. I am the only 


one with that nickname (Bernar- 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
Roxas Bouerant comer San Luis Stet, Pasay Ciy, Nato Mona, Philippines 
Telephones (632) 5513438 ` 5513454 «Facile (632) 5513436 
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quiao wants P20 million for use of his name 


169 of the IPC, saying the compa- 
nies falsely represented his “Para 
Sa'yo ang Laban na'to” album in 
advertisements published on Feb. 
10 in three broadsheets, as well 
as in press releases and promo 
displays. 

The ads showed the cover of 
Pacquiao's compact disc with a 
picture of him playing the guitar. 
Written below were the words: 
"Free! Manny Pacquiao ‘Para Sa 
"yo ang Laban na to CD." 

The ads claimed that the pro- 
motion was “in cooperation with” 
Star Records, Loverboy produc- 
tions and Pacquiao-Camo 
records, producers of the boxer's 
album. According to Pacquiao, 
the catchphrase “Para Sa'yo... Li 
bre 'to,” was an obvious play on 
the title of his album. 

“It tended to suggest my per- 
sonal involvement in their prod- 
uct,” Pacquiao said. He said the 
promotional materials were re- 
leased while he was finalizing ne- 
gotiations with Astra Group for 
the endorsement of its Extreme 


Magic Sing, a direct competitor of 
Wow Magic Sing, and almost cost 
him the endorsement contract. 

On Feb. 22, Pacquiao's 
lawyer Rafael Aquino sent a de- 
mand letter to the firms asking 
for P20 million for the unautho- 
rized use of his name. He also 
asked, the companies to sus- 
pend all advertisements using 
his name, 

Ina reply dated Feb. 24, Fausti- 
no Madriaga, Jt, lawyer of In- 
Jiffy, said nothing in the press ma- 
terials suggested that Pacquiao 
was endorsing the product. 

Madriaga said his clients were 
not selling Pacquiao's album. 
"They are given free to cus- 
tomers,” he said, adding that the 
companies got in touch with Star 
Records for the promotional ma- 
terials. 

But the boxer said there was no 
document showing the alleged 
authority given to In-a-Jiffy. “I 
never authorized them to pub- 
lidy use my name,” Pacquiao 
said, 


NO EXEMPTION 
Flight attendants are also subjected to arigid security check at 
the Ninoy Aquino International Airport Terminal. mem 


METROBRIEFS 


Fire in Mandaluyong 

THREE houses were burned to the ground in Barangay Highway Hills, Man- 
daluyong City, the other night. Nobody was reported injured, but at least 

Pi S million worth of properties was razed in the fire that began at 6:39 p.m. 
Wednesday on the upper floor of the house rented by Eduardo Acompanado 
on corner Banahaw and Samat Streets. Also damaged in the blaze were the 
home of Oscar Calingasin and an abandoned house. Firefighters put ‘out the 
fire about 7:40 p.m. Mandaluyong City investigation chief SFOS Avelino 
Caya said that the ire could have been caused by faulty electric wiring. He 
added that the non-stop use of appliances, Ike electric fans, could also 
Cause overheating and trigger fires. Edson C. Tandac Jr. 


Quiteateam 

THE DAUGHTER of an al- 
leged illegal recruiter based 
in Korea was arrested in an 
entrapment operation on 
Wednesday for reportedly 
accepting payments from 
Victims in behalf of her 
mother. The suspect, Katri- 
na Apar Ramos, 25, of No. 
187 27th Ave,, East Rembo, 
Guadalupe, Makati City, is 
now detained at the NBI 
Special Action Unit office. 
Her mother, Eleanor Jocelyn 
Apar Han, married to a Kore- 
an national, remains at 
large. Ramos was arrested 
while allegedly accepting 
marked money inside a fast 
food branch at the corner of 
Chino Roces and Buendia 
venues, according to Special Investigator Isaac Carpeso Jr. The sus- 
pects now face egal recruitment charges. According to Vivian Chiquito, 
Han approached her two years ago and fold her about her plans to con- 
tact possible employers in Korea. Chiquito, an employee of a local re- 
cruitment agency, agreed to help Han. A year after Han left for Korea, 
Ramos and Socorro Montances approached Chiquito and asked hor to 
Scout for 12 potential employees who could work as factory workers 
abroad. After giving a total of P262,000 in placement and visa process- 
ing fees to Ramos, Chiquito said she lost contact with Han. Ramos, a call 
center agent, denied the charges. Carpaso sald a ‘background check re- 
vealed that the suspects were Involved in past egal recruitment activi- 
ties Margaux C. Ortiz 


F. A. Aquino; 68 

FRANCISCO A. Aquino, father of former People's Journal City Editor 
Rowena Aquino, passed away yesterday morning. He was 68. He elt be- 
hind his wife Felisa, children Luz and Bobby, Romy and Ruth, Rolly and 
Jenny, Noemi and Marlo, Rowena and Jose Manuel Ochoa, and grand- 
niiden. His body lles at the family residence at 300 Camia Road, 
‘Seabreeze Subd., Caridad, Cavite City. Interment plans will be an- 
nounced later 


ILLUSTRATION ALBERT G RODRIGUEZ. 


Lifestyle diseases to kill 
27 million Asians a year 


HONG KONG—BIRD FLU HAS 
the world ina flap, but health ex- 
perts say more must be done to 
combat a far bigger prob- 
lem—chronic “lifestyle diseases" 
that will kill 270 million Asians 
over the next decade. 

While governments are finding 
cash and devising plans to pre- 
venta possible fu pandemic, crit- 
ics say lite is being done to tackle 
the regionis biggest killers such as 
cancer, diabetes and respiratory 
and heart disease. 

“There has been a preoccupa- 
tion with AIDS and more recently 
bird flu, but diabetes has been es- 
calating. Its a timebomb,” said 
professor Paul Zimmet, director 
of the Intemational Diabetes In- 
stitute based in Australia. 

“In Australia, 170 million dol- 
Jars ($123 million) has been com- 
mitted to tackle a (bird fu) epi- 
demic which may or may not 
‘happen, but we have a huge dia- 
betes problem and there may be, 
five million dollars spent annual- 
ly Is completely disproportion- 
ate,” he said. d 

Asthe UN marks World Health 
Day on Friday, countries such as 
India and China are bracing for a 
‘worsening health crisis from 
chronic diseases that already 
claim more lives than infectious 
diseases such as malaria, AIDS 
and tuberculosis. 

With rising prosperity in many 
pars of Asia, people are adopting 
‘unhealthy lifestyles that their 
bodies cannot cope with. Seden- 
tary jobs, poor diet, smoking and 
alcohol are all blamed forthe dra- 
matichealth shift. 

India leads the world in dia- 
betes cases. A government study 


estimated the number of diabet- 
ics to be about 38 million in 2004, 
and projected to rise to 57 million 
in 2005. 

By 2020, the number of deaths 
each year due to chronic diseases 
in the country of 1.1 billion peo- 
ple may stand at 7.63 milion 
(66:7 percent of all deaths). 

“Lifestyle diseases ... have al- 
ready become the number one 
kiler in India” said D. Prab- 
hakaran, a professor at the de- 
partment of cardiology at the All 
India Institute of Medical Sci- 
ences. 

"The most important factors 
for lifestyle diseases are increas- 
ing consumption of tobacco, di- 
‘etary consumption of fats, partic- 
ularly saturated fat, lack of physi- 
cal activity and inadequacy of 
stress-coping mechanisms,” he 
said. 

‘According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), 270 mil- 
ion people in Asia will die from. 
chronic disease between 2005 
and 2015, mostly poor people in 
lowincome countries such as Chi- 
na, India, Pakistan and Indonesia. 

"That represents a rise in deaths 
from chronic disease of 17 per- 
cent while the region wil see a 10 
percent fall in those Killed by in- 
fectious diseases, antenatal and 
postnatal complications and mal- 
nutrition over the same period. 

Asia has an estimated 8.3 mil- 
lion HIV/AIDS cases, while bird 
flu has Killed 108 people out of 
191 cases worldwide since the 
latest outbreak began in Asia in 
ete 2003. 

Chronic diseases are not just 
seen as a problem of the newly 
‘emerging wealthier dasses. AFP 


"Memo hono War District 
Bondaco Deve. lolo Cy 
To No (038) 397 32721 397-3246 
Faro 0093966538 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Mato tolo Water District (MWD), troughs Bids and Awards Commitee 1 BACH, 
Inv quad dder to apply for agit and Io bid tor be olowng contacts: 
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Prospective tidden should have he experience in undertaking a simia contrast wii the tast 
Mo years whan amount ol S0% of he proposed contact o bing. The Den Check! 
‘Secon as wal as he Primary Examnaton of ids ral use non dacretonan passat” 
rtr Pest qualoton of he st caiculaled bd shal be conducted according. 
Attert Statement and Screening, Bd Securty, Patomance Securty, 
Pre Bid Conleencols, Evabaton of Bids, Post Quaiicson and Award of Contact shal ba 
Send ihe partent provsons o R À 9184 ans Inlement Ras and Reguabons- 
AIRRA) 
Bd Documents and adionaliomafon may be obtained at he BAC-1 Seca, Ground 
Foor athe MIND Buking, Bonitace Drive, io Ciy- 
The schedule of procurement acts is as follows: 

BAC ACTIVITES. T 
ERC 
2. issuance of B Documeris 
3. Pre-bid Conference 
4. Deadire of Submesion of Bids Mari, 2005 1000 am. 
5 Opening of ids May 9, 2008 1030 am. 
“The MWD BAC- reserves te ight aang or aes any orl bids, 1o wove minor normaly 
T he bids weaved decre a ina ing for any std and reasonable ground, and 1o 
‘sardine contacto he bidder whose d, as erduatedby te BAC-1, amo advartagecusio 


Set 
Approved. 
(Sg) ERNESTO J. CABEROY 
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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 01 


Series of 2006 


: ALL CONCERNED ENTITIES 
INCENTIVES FOR RECIPIENTS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL 
AWARDS OF DISTINCTION AND THE MINISTERIAL 
COMMENDATION DURING THE SECOND 
INTERNATIONAL EMPLOYERS AWARDS 


FOR 
SUBJECT 


In recognition ol the outstanding performance of Intemational principals! 
‘employers of Flipino workers who are recipients of the Presidential Awards 
Of Distinction and the Ministerial Commendation during the Second 
International Employers Awards, an incentive package consisting of the 
following is hereby made avaiable Io Ine Awardees: 

Registration of Principal and Documentation of Hired Workers 

1. Automatic renewal of registraton/accrediation of the principale 

2. Valdiy of registravorvacereditation shal be 7 and 8 years respectively 
Tor Presidential awardees and Ministenal Awardees, instead of 4 
years, unless cancelled in accordance with the POEA Rules and 
Regulations 

3. Agencies of the awardees can aval of the open job order system for 
the mere 

4. Priority processing for newly hired and returning workers of the 
principais. 

5. Prionty processing of the enrolment of vessels of the principais 

Recruitment of Filipino Workers 

B. Waiver of Special Recrullment Authority or recruiiment activites ofthe 
"agency for the principals, outside DOLE/POEA or PESO offices 
‘Agency wil inform POEA in wing about the special recruitment 
acivty of Ihe principals prior to the actvty. 

T. Pronty issuance of Letters of Acknowledgment to representatives ot 
inercia who come io he Phhppnes to conduct rmv andor 
selection of workers 

8. Agencies of the Awardees con aval of the POEA manpower registry. 
as appropriate, andior POEA assistance in sourcing manpower forthe 
epp 

‘The profile of all awardees shall also be included in the POEA website 

and the webste of al awardees shal be hyperinked to Iha POEA website. 


“This circular shall tako effect immediately. 
(Sgd.) ROSALINDA DIMAPILIS-BALDOZ. 


E) Amisstiator 
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Jury awards $4.5M in Vioxx 
verdict against drug firm Merck 


ATLANTIC CITY, N.J,—A JURY ON 
Wednesday found Merck & Co. 
failed to warn Vioxx users of the 
drugs heart risks and ordered it to 
pay a 77-year-old plaintiff at least 
$4.5 million in a decision that raises 
‘questions about the companys fu- 
ture defense of thousands of law- 
suits filed over the medicine. 

The jury determined that the 
company knew or should have 
known that its pain drug increased 
the risk of heart attacks and other 
cardiovascular events, but didn't 
adequately wam users or their 
doctors. 

In a split decision after about 14 
hours of deliberation, the jury said 
Vioxx had been a substantial con- 
tributing cause of a heart attack 
suffered by 77-year-old plaintiff 
John MeDarby but determined 
that the drug was not a significant 
cause of a heart attack suffered by 
a second plaintiff, Thomas Cona. 

Both men blamed the drug for 
their attacks. 

Merck was also found to have 
misrepresented and concealed the 
heart risks of Vioxx when market- 
ing the drug to doctors. 

However, the jury found that 
Merck did not commit consumer 
fraud in its efforts to sell the drug. 
Jurors awarded $45 million in 
‘compensatory damages to McDar- 
by but nothing to Cona. 

Shares of the drugmaker fell 3 
percent in after-hours trade. 

The trial now moves into the 
punitive phase in the case of Mc- 
Darby. Jurors will determine on 
Thursday whether MeDarby is en- 
titled to punitive damages on top 
of the compensatory damages he 
was awarded. Punitive damages 


ABOTTLE of Vioxx ” 


are capped at five times the 
amount st for compensatory dam- 
ages under New Jersey state law. 

Former Merck chief executive 
Raymond Gilmartin will appear at 
‘Thursday's hearing to explain the 
companys actions over Vioxx, said 
Merck spokesperson Kent Jarrell. 

Rob Gordon, an attorney for Mc- 
‘Darby, predicted there would be 
more Vioxx cases following the ju- 
ns award to McDarby, who had a 
seriesof health problems including 
diabetes and heart disease that his 
attorneys said were exacerbated by 
Vioxx. 

“I think there is going to be asig- 
nificant increase in the number of 
filings against Merck," Gordon told 
reporters after the verdict. 

Merck attorney Chuck Harrell 
said the company was "disappoint- 
ed” by the split decision 

He added, “The split ruling at 
least suggests that we need to look 
at these cases on an individual ba- 
sis as we have in the past.” 


REPUBUC OF THE PHLPPNES 
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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 703-2006 
28 March 2006 


To LESITAS Director, all Regional Directors, Assistant Regional 
Directors, designated Hearing Officers, Chiefs, MVISIMID, 
Deputized Agents and other personnel concerned 
‘Apprehension and adjudication of violations whore 
correction of MV detect is required 

It has been observed that there has been an increasing number of motor 
vehicles traversing the highways with two wheels removed in order to 
Deg R A. No. 8794 and the ordinance on truck ban, making these 
motor veicies unsafe and unfit to be operated, contrary to law. Pursuant 
Therefore lo the Road Safety Program d the Office and consistent with its 
mission to put order on the road and to register roadworthy and emission 
Compliant motor vehicles, the following guidelines are hereby promulgated, 
Tor the observance of all concerned: 

A. Duty of law enforcement officer 

is reiterated that included in the duties of deputized iaw enforcement 
officers (LEO) is the ocular Inspection of motor vehicles to determine their 
iness for operation, in accordance with Sec 4 (d) (6) of RA. No. 4136. 

‘Apprehension and adjudication of violations necessitating correction 

of MV defect 

4. Where itis found through random roadside inspection conducted by 
an LEO that the specified number of wheels of a motor vehicie has been 
Teduced by actual removal, the driver of sald motor vehicle shall be cited 
Wh the violation of reckless drving by operating an unsafe vehicle under 
Sec. 48 of RA. No. 4136. 

The registered owner/operator, because of improper and invalid motor 
vehicle classification, shall be meted the penalty provided for under DOTC 
Dept. Order No. 83.503, In addilon to the penalty of surcharge consisting of 
tnd equa! to the unpaid MVUC under Sec. 3 of R.A. No. 8794: provided, 
drai tne same act of reduction and removal of the specified wheels may also 
Be a cause of action for the instituton of criminal and civil action against 
the offending operator and driver, thelr accomplices and accessories. 

2. The drverloperator shall be duly notified by the LEO of the nature 
of the violation(s) and the legal requirement to correct the defect of the 
Vehicle by the re-placement and retur of the removed wheels. Two MV 
Plates shall be confiscatad together with the license of the driverloperator 
Ten instruction indicated in the TOP that the motor vehicie shall be operated 
ip to garage oniy” and that the defect found must be corrected before the 
‘apprehension can be resolved 

3. In the adjudication and settlement of the case, the adjudicating 
officer shalt likewise observe the requirement of correction of the gross 
D weight by the re-placement and return of the removed wheels. 

He shall include in the resolution that the MV must undergo correction 
of detect and be subject to actual inspection and weighing by the LTO 
lor vehicle inspection station (MVIS) andlor the district office where the 
oprehension shall be setted, based on specifications, aside from payment 
Of prescribed fine and imposition of accessory penalty 

4. Wit has been established by the LTO MVIS/DO that there was. 
undercollection of the road users charge (RUC) under R.A. No. 8794, the 
Gostodisl or releasing officer shall not release the confiscated items unless 
roof of correct payment of RUC has been made from the issuing agency. in 
fhe meantime. The adjudicating officer must include in the resolution as 
Welt an order for the collection of the correct RUC aside from payment of 
natty due, and for the mediale correction of entries in the certificate of 
Tegisiation and official receipt 
C. Responsibility for entry of corrections 

The MID shall make the necessary coordination with the service provider 
to ensure that the IT system is programmed in such a way as to make 
possible the immediate correction of entries in the data base. 

D. Penal Clause 


SUBJECT 


Alt employees are enjoined to Implement these provisions strictly and 
consistently. Any one found violating these guidelines shall be subject lo 
Sminisratwe discipinary action in accordance with existing CSC rules and 
Toguiatons, without prejudice to the institution of appropriate criminal and 
Zi action, where warranted. 
E. Repealing Clause 

Al provisions of memorand 
which are In conflict herewith are 
accordingly 
F. Effectivity 

This memorandum circular shall take effect fifteen days (15) after the 
Ming of te three (3) copes hereof wih the University of the Philippines Law 
Center, In accordance win Presidential Memorandum No. 11, dated Ociober 
9, 1962 and publication thereof in a newspaper of general circulation. 

For guidance and strict compliance, 


nd circulars previously Issued 
ege superseded and/or modi 


(S94.) ANNELI R. LONTOC 
‘Assistant Secretary 


Neither McDarby nor Cona 
made any comment as they left the 
court. Mark Lanier, who represent- 
ed Cona, told reporters after the 
verdict that the jury “evidently 
didn't believe that Cona took the 
drug.” 

Merck had sought to cast doubt. 
on the length of time that Cona. 
took Vio. 

Tf anything is clear in this mixed 
verdict, according to Steve Brozak, 
a pharmaceuticals analyst at WBB 
Securities, its that Merck is in the 
middle ofa “long and arduous pro- 
cess. 

“I think that Merck has to be cal- 
culating as we speak as to how 


Jong this process can continue, bir, 
(the company) can’t win on draws. 

“They have a mixed verdict 
here, but literally thousands of cas- 
es standing in front of them, and 
attorneys handling those cases can 
thrive all day long on these types of 
verdicts.” 

In previous trials, Merck was 
ableto argue that there was no evi- 
dence of increased heart risk asso- 
dated with short-term use of the 
pain medicine. Because Cona, 60, 
and MeDarby were both long-term 
‘Vioxx users, this trial has been pár- 
ticularly closely watched for itdi- 
cations of how future cases might 
play out. Reuters 


Republ of he Philippines: 
Bepertment of Heath 
Cagapan Valley Medical Center 
Regional Tertiary. Teaching and Training Hosplal 
Cang. Tugvegeran Cly, Cagayan 
"Fou No. 844-1610 or 1810 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Delivery & Supply of Medical/Surgical, Dental, X-ray, 5 
‘Laboratory and Blood Bank Supplies: 
“The Cagayan Valley Medical Conter (CYMC). through the GOP and Hospital Income 
{rence to apay ne sun ol milo (50,000,000 00) pesos being Ine Approved Budget 
Y pe Contec (ABC) o payments under Pe coriraci or he Delvery & Supply o! Medica 
‘Sorpest Denial ra. Laboratory and Blood Bank Supplies. Bids recaved in excess of 
{he ABC shali be automaticaly rejected at Bid opening. 
Tho Cagayan Valley Medical Center (CVMC) now invios sealad Bids rom eligible Bido 
ior tve Bahay â Suppl o! Medical Surgical, Donil, X-ray. Laboratory and Blood Bank 
Sigpios Delvery c he GOODS i required by tne second quarter o! 2008. The 
GS ton ofan ele Bider s contained in Secton l ot Pe Bisang Documents, ITB. 


A 
+ 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non: 
Gocionay passsat crea as specie ne Implementing Rules and Regulations Par 
AURRA) of Republ Aci No. 9184 (RA. S164) oinervise known ae na Goverment 
Procurement elorm Ac. endis esrced o ergarizabons win asi sity percent (60^) 
eresi or cullanding capial siok belonging io cens of Ie Philippines, as spocties 
IN Republic Ac 5183 (RA 5183). Only Bs rom Beers who pass he egy check 
wdc cpenes. The process forte eil check is describes in Secon Ii ot fa Bidding 
Documents ITO The bdder wt he lowes cited ba (LCB) shal advance othe post- 
ositcatcn sage m exer to fay determine his responsiveness to he lechnical and 
Tranc requirements of he projec The coniraci sha nen be awarded lo he Lowest 
Cacuated and Responsive oder (LCR) who was Colermnad as such during ha post- 
Gomtcenon procedure 

terestd Bidders may obtain further formation kom Cagayan Vally Medical Canter 
gy nd pate erg Donor ame tes vn bem fom BOO Ao 
‘compete sat of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders rom the 
Ailes ow upon payment ca nonratundatie fee in the amount of wo thousand posos 
{P2.000.00), The method of payment wai be cash. The Bidang Documents shall be 
{ecelved personaly vy 1e prospecive bro his authorized representa. 

The Cagayan Valley Medical Center (CVMC) wi had a Pre-Bid Confrence open to at 
Teresia pores on Apri 17, 2006, 9:00 AM ale Cagayan Valey Medical Center 
(CYMC) Conference Hal. 

‘Sis and eit requrements must te avered to tha adress below on April 21, 2006, 
330 AM. AY ras masiba accompanied by Bd Securty. Late Bids shat not be necepid 
Bid opening shal be on April 28,2006, 8:00 AM at he CVMC Conference Hl. Bids wi 
De opened m We presenca of ha Bidder eprestntatves who choose fo and at he 
Baross sekce 

issuance ot Bid Documents wil be rom April 18-21, 2006, 1:00 to 500 PM. 


Tha Cagayan Valley Medical Center (CYMC) reserves the right o accept or reject any 
But seats annul he aang process and reject ai tos st any Ume prior lo coniraci award, 
“thou hereby ncuring any sabi to to aflocied Blader or Bidders. 
Cagayan Valley Medical Center CYMC) 
EMMANUEL F. ACLUBA. MD, MHA, Chef of Hosptial 
(Gang Sur Tuguegarao Ciy 
(ore) 844.0033. 1810, 1610, 
(07e) 844.3789. 840-200 
(S03) JOSE DANTE V. MARCOS, MD, FPOGS 
BAC. Chowan 


(PO-ApI T & 122000) 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
pamanang 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID ` 
The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, through its Bids and Awards Committee 
(BAO), invites suppliers/manutacturersidistributors to apply for eligibility 
and to bid for the hereunder project 


Name of ProjecuBriet 


Supply and delivery ol various raining 
Description 


‘anvmunitons, per BSP standard specifications, as 
pue 

a. 506,020 rounds Training Ammo, Cal 9mm. 

b. 223040 ronds Training Ammo, Cal 556 mm. 
a PG10830000. 

b. 5576000 00 

To bo daered on staggered basis win ninety (90) 
calendar days, as lolos: 


Approved Budget 
forthe Contract 


Delivery Period 


Quantity 

Cslomn Cal. 5.58 mm 

1.108678 74346 ) To bo deled every 30 
2168575 äm | cal daysconmencng aor 
3158970 74348 ) ewp PO. 


Prospective bidders should have undertaken a similar project wihin the 
est five (5) years wih an amount of at least 50% of the Approved Budget 
for the Contract. The Eligibility Check/Screening as well as the 
Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionary "passif 
tera. Post qualification of the lowest calculated responsive bids shall 
be conducted. 


All particulars relative to Elgiblty Statement and Screening, Bid Security. 
Peformance Security, Pre-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, 
Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and 
Regulations (IRR). 


The complete schedule of activities is listed, as follows: 


Activities 
issuance of Bd Documents 
Pre-bid Conference 28 April 2005, 200 P M. 
‘Opening of Bids 16 May 2008, 2 00 P M. 
Bid Evaluation ) Thoso shali be In accordance wi the 
—— proserbed. periods. allowed, in ine 


reri Res â Roguatons (RAYA 
Nonce of Award ) SR Ro Slots 10 Saman 2003. 


Schedule 
5-25 April 2008, up to 200 P M. 


Bid Documents will be available only to prospective bidders upon 
payment of a non-refundable amount of 0.05% of the total ABCs' of tems 
1o be bid out, to the BSP Cashier. 


The BSP assumes no obligation to compensate or indemnity the bidders 
for any expenses incurred in the preparation of their bis. 


The BSP reserves the right to reject any and all bid proposals, or declare 
the bidding a falure, or not award the contract, and makes no assurance 
that a contract shall be entered into as a result ol this invitation. 


(Sgê.) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 
Chairman. 


— 
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Foes demand Thaksin quit politics 


BANGKOK—OPPONENTS OF THAKSIN SHI- 
nawatra vowed Thursday to keep up protests 
against the former Thai prime minister until he 


jority of the vote in weekend elec- 
tions. 

But the billionaire-business- 
man turned politician also said he 


‘Thaksin, 56, who has appoint- 
ed his deputy Chidchai 
Vanasatidya to replace him as 
caretaker prime minister, said he 


but a government spokesperson 
said he could not confirm the re- 
port. 


politics. 
‘Thaksin called elections three 
years early to head off the 


xémoved himself completely from politics. 

Baksin Tuesday bowed to of power and said he would give 
inte of demonstrations de- up the premiers post, even 
“handing he step down for abuse though his ruling party won a ma- 


US Senate GOPs 
offer immigration 
compromise 


WASHINGTON—US SENATE REPUBLICANS 
on Wednesday reached agreement on a com- 
promise immigration plan to try to break an im- 
passe over a bill hat would give millions of ille- 
gal immigrants a chance to become citizens. 

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist of Ten- 
nessee offered the measure as an alternative 
to legislation approved by the Senate Judicia- 
ry Committee and now being debated by the 
Senate. At the same time Frist filed a motion 
to force a vote on the measure. 

Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid of 
Nevada said Democrats would look at the 
proposal and he “hoped it is something that 
we all could support." 

Republicans were deeply divided over the 
Senate Judiciary Committee bill which would 
provide a path to citizenship for some of the 
11 million people living in the country illegal- 
ly. 

They would have to pay a fine, pay their 
taxes, show good character and learn English, 
and it would take about 11 years to gain citi- 
zenship., 

‘The Republican alternative would separate 
the population into three groups depending 
on how long they lived in the United States as 
‘of January 2004. Those in the country longer 
‘than five years would be eligible for citizen- 
‘ship along the lines contained in the Judiciary 
‘Committee bill, aides said. 

Those who have lived two to five.years in 
the United States would have six months to 
register and three years to apply for a tempo- 
rary work visa or some other visa, aides said. 
‘They could live in the country legally during 
that time but would have to return to a US 
port of entry to get the visa. 

Tllegal immigrants in the country less than 
two years would not be eligible for special 
treatment and would have to leave, aides 
said. Reuters 


years in power. 


DUCKS are displayed for sale at a market in Phnom Penh April 
old boy in Cambodia, the impoverished Southeast Asian nation’s sixth victim. 


would stay on in parliament and 
remain leader of the Thai Rak 
Thai (Thais Love Thais) party he 
founded and ruled during his five 


wanted to take a break. 

The English language daily 
‘The Nation said he was planning 
to travel to Britain this weekend 
to visit a daughter studying there 


. Bird flu has killed a 12-year- 
seus 


UK confirms bird flu in dead swan 


LONDON—BRITAIN HAS CONFIRMED BIRD 
flu in a dead swan found in a Scottish village, 
authorities said Wednesday, but more tests 
were needed to determine whether it is the 
deadly HSN1 strain. 

Scottish authorities confirmed the HS 
bird flu subtype in the wild swan, which was 
found in Cellardyke, more than 450 miles 
north of London. 

It was the first HS case reported in-the. 
United Kingdom. 

Final test results were expected "back 
Thursday from an EU laboratory in Wey- 
bridge, England, officials said. 

If confirmed to be HSN1, Britain would be 
the 13th EU country to report cases of the 
strain in wild birds, according to the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

Britain's chief veterinary officer Debby 
Reynolds canceled a bird flu readiness exer- 


cise Wednesday. She said she halted it so all 
Britain's resources would be available if nec- 
essary. 

‘Authorities were “already in a high state 
of readiness," Reynolds said. 

Charles Milne, the chief veterinary officer 
for Scotland, imposed a protection zone 
around the site. 

“Bird keepers outside the protection zone 

ssshould redouble their-efforts to prepare for 
bringing their birds indoors if that becomes 
EC he Said.” 

The protection zone requires poultry to 
be kept indoors and not moved except di- 
rectly to the slaughterhouse, authorities 
said. 

Scotland's National Farmers Union said 
there was some comfort for poultry growers 
because the disease was discovered in a wild 
bird. AP 


Saddam admits approving '80s death sentences 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ—SUBJECTED 
to cross-examination for the first. 
time, Saddam Hussein admitted 
Wednesday that he had signed an 
order of execution for 148 men 
and boys with only a cursory 
glance at the evidence. 

The testimony appeared to bol- 
ster the case of the prosecution in a 
‘tumultuous six-month trial that has 
been plagued by assassinations, 
courtroom outbursts and political 
infghting, and that is sill widely 
seen as illegitimate by international 
observers and human rights advo- 
cates. 


PAN 


TRUTH IN 
ADVERTISING 


THE 


The chief prosecutor, Jaafar al- 
Mousawi, is trying to establish that 
‘Saddam and seven co-defendants 
were responsible for the torture and 
executions of men and boys from 
the Shiite village of Dujail, where a 
small group of guerrillas tried to kill 
‘Saddam in 1982. The victims were 
rounded up shorty after the assassi- 
nation attempt and sent off to pris- 
‘ons, where they were eventually 
killed. The defendants are ako 
charged with destroying the liveli 
hood of the villagers by razing or- 
chards near the site of the attack. 

‘Shortly before a lunch break on 


POWER 


cuion order. 
“That is the right of 


documents, “but it was 


OF RADI 


for metoread everything” 


Wednesday, al-Mousawi asked Sad- 
dam, the only defendant in the dock 
during the session, how he could 
have taken only two days to review 
the evidence before signing the exe- 


the head of 


the state,” he replied, standing be- 
hind a lectem in a black suit, swivel- 
ing his head between the prosecutor 
and the chief judge, Raouf Abdel- 
Rahman. He said he had complied 
with any requirements in the Consti- 
tution mandating that he review the 


not possible 
NYT SADDAM 


0 AND PRINT 


RE-DISCOVER THE POWER OF RADIO AND PRINT. 


Come to this 2-day event and find out how radio and print advertising 
can efficiently and effectively help boost your marketing plan 


ADMISSION IS FREE! Bring all your colleagues 


national 
Yt authoriti 


s and publice 


nd friends. Also open to the academe and students 


PROJECT OF THE PHILIPPINE ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL ADVERTISERS [PANA] 


Protests demanding Thaksin's 
resignation began in early Feb 
ary after his family sold $1.9 
lion of shares, without paying 
taxes, in Shin Corp., the telecoms 
firm he founded before entering 


protests and give himself a fresh 
mandate, but the gamble back- 
fired when the opposition boy- 
cótted the polls and millions of 
‘Thais cast protest abstention 
votes against him. AFP 


Dutch probe: No foul 
play in Milosevic death 


THE HAGUE—FORMER YU- à 
goslav President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic died naturally of a heart at- 
tack, Dutch prosecutors who in- 
vestigated his death in UN cus- 
tody said Wednesday, dismissing 
allegations of foul play. 

The official Dutch probe found 
that Milosevic, who had long suf- 
fered from high blood pressure and 
related heart problems, "died a nat- 
ural death and that there are no in- 
dications that the death resulted 
from crime,” the prosecutors office 
saidina statement. 

“During the autopsy serious 
heart diseases were diagnosed 
which have caused the cardiac ar- 
rest. There were no signs of external 
violence,” the probe found. 

The statement also said that no 
medicines that had not been pre- 
scribed to the former Yugoslav lead- 
er—notably rifampicin, a strong an- 
tibiotic that would have countered 
the effects of his heart medica- 
tion—were found in his body. 

“In conformance with... prelimi- 
nary findings, the NFI (Netherlands 
Forensic Institute) has now definite- 
ly come to the conclusion that the 
cause of death was cardiac arrest,” 
the statement said, giving the time 
of death as between 7:00 and 9:00 
amon March 11. 

Milosevic was found dead 
around 10:00 am that moming in 
his cell at the UN war crimes tri- 
bunal based in The Hague, where 
he was being tried over his role in 
the 1990s wars that broke up the 
old Yugoslav federation. He was 64. 

‘According to the Dutch prosecu- 
tors office the guards had already 


KS 


MILOSEVIC 


tried to wake Milosevic an hour ear- 
lier that day. 

“They assumed that he did not 
react to the wake-up call because he 
was asleep and only entered his cell 
at 10 am," the statement said. 

The four-year-long trial of the 
former Yugoslav strongman, who 
faced 66 counts including genocide 
over the 1995 Srebrenica massacre, 
was expected to wrap up this year. 

Milosevics supporters in Russia, 
where his widow lives, and in his 
native Serbia have alleged he was 
poisoned, while the Intemational 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) suspected he was 
taking rifampicin to make his health 
deteriorate so he would be allowed 
to seek treatment in Moscow. 

‘The statement from the Dutch 
prosecutors office said: “No indica- 
tions were found that showed poi 
soning, and neither were toxicolog- 
ical factors found that might have 
provoked acardiac arrest” — AFP 


WORLDBRIEFS 
Cases of India HIV infections jump. 
NEW DELHI—ndia wil report a 157 percent jump in new HIV infections in 
2005, pushing the total number of sufferers to over 52 million, a newspa- 
per sad Thursday. Butte number of people living with HIV/AIDS, which 
Was up from the previous years 5.13 million cases, remains below South 
Attica 5 3 milion, the Indian Express said. The 72,000 new infections in 


2005 was up from 28,000 in 2004, the paper said. But it still was far below 
the 520,000 new infections reported in 2003 by the government body. AFP. 


Fujimori weds Japan businesswoman 
LIMA--Former Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori 

jal n Chile, has marie Satomi Kataoka of Japan, 
the bride announced late Wednesday at a rally for his 
political party. She gave no further detalls on the mar- 
Fage to Fujimori, 67, who is in alin Chile awaiting ex- 
tration to Peru for a Ist of crimes allegedly commit- 
ted during his 1990-2000 presidency. The hotel owner, 
39, arrived in Lima on Wednesday to support Alliance 
for the Future presentia candidate Martha Chavezin 
Sundays election. Kataoka dd not explain where or Ponsi 
how the couple married, as she spoke before hun- — KATAOKA ` 
reds ot followers of Fu|moris party. Representatives 

filed marriage registration papers in Japan on behalf of Fujimori: and Kataoka, 
whom he met during his five years of ele in Tokyo, Kyodo News sad 


Divorce by text message 

KUALA LUMPUR- Muslim husbands who divorce their wives wth a tex mes- 
Sage are cruel, Malaysia's minister for women and famiy afar sad Thursday. 
Shahrizat Abdul Jall told tne Star all that attempts to divorce by SMS, were hu- 
filling and disrespectful to wives, as well as an abuse of technology. "While a 
husband has the right to divorce his we, this should be done in a courteous and 
dignified manner, befting the manner they had got married," she was quoted as 
Saying in the newspaper. "New technologies including the SMS should not be 
misused to send out a divorce declaration,” she said, adding that text divorces 
could undermine the importance of marriage. Under Malaysia's Islamic law, a. 
man can divorce his wife with repeated verbal pronouncements known as ' “talag,” 
But Shahrizat called for tala to be uttered in shariah or Islamic cours, saying t 
Was the most honorable way to proceed, and not via SMS text messages. AP 


Indian dodges eye-for-an-eye justice 

NEW DELHI —An indian returned home Thursday after Saudi Arabia's gov- 
ernment pardoned him before authorities there could gouge out one of his 
tyes out to punish him for injuring a Saudi man in a fight, news reports said. 
Abdul Lateel Naushad, 34, was working at a gas station in the eastern Saudi 
City of Dammam in April 2003 when he got Into a tight with a Saudi citizen, 
Who iost his right eye during the scuffle. Naushad was then arrested and 
Sentenced by a Saudi court to have his right eye removed in accordance 
with the strict interpretation of Islamic law used in the Arabian country. AP 


Finland court stops generic Lipitor sales 
NEW YORK—Pfizer Inc. has said that the Helsinki Court of Appeals in | Finland 
has granted a preliminary injunction against Ranbaxy Laboratories Ltd. that 
prohibits the manufacturer rom marketing a generic version of Lipitor. The rul- 


AP 


April 20-21, 2006, 10:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Ground Floor, Old Makati Stock Exchange Building 
Beside Ayala Tower One, Ayala Avenue, Makati City 


Cooperation with. ing involves Pfizer's patent (F194958) that covers processes and intermediate 
‘compounds used to make atorvastain, the active ingredient in Lipitor "This do- 
slon is another significant milestone In our defense of Lipitor patents around 
the world," said Pfizer vice chairman and general counsel Jeffrey Kindler. "It's 
also an important outcome for Pllzer and other medical innovators who invest 
in high-risk research to develop life-saving medicines for millions of patients.” 
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Baumann puts 
the ball back 
in POC’s court 


By AIS, Mendoza 


WHAT IS THE FASTEST WAY 
to bring Philippine basketball 
back to the Fiba fold? 


The answer comes 
no less from Patrick 
Baumann, the secre- 
tary general of the in- 
temational basketball 
federation (Fiba). 
“Make Mr. Joey Lina 
sign the statutes (of 
the new basketball 
body) and its all over,” 
said Baumann. “The 
Fiba just cannot dis- 
own its own member 
` because that will set a 
PATRICK Baumann: bad precedent in the 
All-powerful world basketball com- 
munity 
Baumann made the statement during the 
breaiciirough Ap å meeting he had wth Philp- GILBEY’S 
pine Olympic Committee officials headed by 
president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco in Seoul. 
“The fastest way to do it is for you to convince zz 
Mr. Lina torejoin your group,” Baumann told the GIN 
high-powered delegation that also included POC ‘ect mend rf i ei 
vice president Monico Puentevella, secretary Gym = mr yf as 
general Steve Hontiveros and legal counsel Ding 
Tanjuatco. 
Also present during the meeting were Fiba sec- 
retary general emeritus Borisiav Stankovie and 
outgoing Fiba president Dr. Carl Ching Meng-ky. 
“Ibelieve him’ 
“I may not necessarily agree with him but, 
nonetheless, 1 believe him,” said Cojuangco of 
Baumannis position. “Really Mr. Lina is the key to 
solving our basketball problem. I sincerely hope 
Mz Lina would listen to Mr. Baumann." 
Puentevella, who is set to file a resolution in 
Congress "to end the suffering of our 50 million 
basketball fans," also agreed with Baumann. 
“Despite his stubbornness and stem stance, I 
am thanking Mr. Baumann for his advice,” said 
Puentevella, who will fly to Bangkok tomorrow 
for a crucial SEA Games meeting among the re- 
gion'stop Games brass. 
“We will heed Mi. Baumann’s position and I 
am now looking for a win-win formula to win 
over Lina to our side for the sake of national unity 
in basketball" 
‘The creation of a new basketball body, in this 
case, Pilipinas Basketball, was the chief provision 
in the memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
signed between Baumann and Cojuangco to re- 
instate the Philippines to the Fiba. 
‘As per Baumannis interpretation of the MOU, 
however, its most vital requirement was for Lina 


to be a signatory to the constitution and by-laws — 
of Pilipinas Basketball, 


“Mr. Lina's signature isa key element to the re- 
instarement of the Philippines to Fiba,” said Bau- 
mann, who had also met with PBA commissioner 


Noli Eala, PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad, the = 9 
UAAP’ Jun Jun Capistrano, the NCAAS Paul Su- 

pan, PBA chair Ely Capacio and PBA vice chair 

Ricky Vargas. 


= 
| Joey happy Get a chance to win an all-expense paid trip for two to London, 


B AP Sydney, Bangkok, Singapore, Hong Kong or Seoul, 
was or premium items with every purchase of Gilbey's. 


; vindicated' | Text* GILBEY’S to 2966 for details. 


ANDY 


* Each tox costs P250 


ys GILBEY'S 
By Jasmine W. Payo GILBEY'S a 


' š “GIN 
| THE BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION OF THE | 
Philippines will seek advice from the inter- P S 
national basketball federation (Fiba) after 
Pilipinas Basketball, the new cage body a | 


y nie a gta canons 5 luggage sots Er 
tee, failed to get the nod of Fiba secretary Photos of prizes may vary from actual Items, 


general Patrick Baumann. 
“Pm happy that the BAP (has be BE SOLD TO MINORS 
pm t responsivi dri D 
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FuelJourneys. Fuel Success. | 


W oe 
Williams 


pails out 
Magnolia 


. By Jasmine W. Payo 


KELLY WILLIAMS WAS BRILLIANT IN THE FOURTH QUARTER LAST NIGHT, 


shooting 11 of his 23 points in the crucial period to lead Magnolia to a 63-57 


decision of Harbour Center in the PBL Unity Cup at the FEU Gym. 


The Most Valuable Player in last confer- 
ence' finals, Williams bailed out the Spin- 
mers with baskets in the clutch as Magnolia 
evened its record to 2-2. Williams also 
snared 15 rebounds and finished with 
three blocks. 

Tt was the fourth straight loss for the 
Port Masters, who remained the only win- 

"less team in the field. 
“The players showed class down the 
“ stretch,” said Magnolia coach Koy Banal. 

“The pressure was there because both 
teams wanted to win. 

“We experienced that kind of pressure 
in the finals last conference and we used it 
toour advantage today” 

"The Spinners tumed a precarious 51-50 
edge into a 61-54 gap behind the heroics 

` of Williams, the high-flying center who al- 


Giants seek 5th E 
straight victory |, 


versus B 


: MAKING IT TO THE 
"lä Game as a 
head coach for the sec- 
ond straight year is far 
from Purefoods coach 
Ryan Gregorio's mind. 
But the way he has 
made his Chunkee Gi- 
ants play in the Gran 
MatadorPBA Philip- 


STANDINGS 
Coca-Cola 
San Miguel 
Purefoods 
Ginebra 
Red Bull 
Alaska 
Mi 
Talk'N Text 
Sta. Lucia 
Hooking up for Grego- :  GAMESTI 
Tio. It has put him in 
“position to clinch the 
“job with a win over 
'San Miguel at the 
:Ynares Center in An- 
Jtipolo today. 
“Purefoods guns for a fifth 
‘straight win and the solo lead 
when it clashes with the Beer- 
men, a high probability conside 
“ing the way the Giants have dis- 
+ posed off their last four foes. 

2. “1 don't want to think about it 
‘(All Star stint) right now” said 
1 Gregorio, who, incidentally, will 
"be celebrating his 34th birthday 
“today. “I just want us to keep on 
‘winning, keep on improving.” 

1: The Giants won their last four 


L 


so owns a decent shot from beyond three- 
point range. 

Magnolia actually joined Granny Goose 
in fourth spot after the Tortillos thwarted 
Hapee-PCU, 7671, in the first game. 

"The Tortillos ended a two-game losing 
streak behind Kelvin dela Pefia and Dennis 
Concha, who shared team honors with 17 
points each. 

“Were still struggling because the team 
is still adapting to my system,” said coach 
Robert Sison, who transferred to Granny 
Goose after quitting Montaña last month. 

Idle Montaña has the early lead with a 
4.0 card, followed by Rain or Shine and 
‘Toyota Otis at 3-1 slates. Hapee-PCU 
slipped to 13. 

Dela Peña was also a fourth quarter 
hero, shooting seven points in the fourth 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


period for Granny Goose to fol the Teeth- 
masters late comeback anchored on Gab- 
by Espinas. 

The scores: 

Fist Game 

GRANNY GOOSE 76 e Peña 17, Concha 17, 
Bonten Se Sieg Santos 7, torio, 
Ai? fes 0. Cruz O, Cervantes 0 

HAPEE-PCU 71—Espinas 18, Sanz 17, Caso 14, 
Gonzales 13, Moreno 2, Baga 1, Gomera 0, Sols 0, 


— 


Quarters: 16-18, 98-28, 55-48, 76-71 

Second Game 

MAGNOLIA 63—Wiliams 23, Co 11, Santos 9, 
Chen 8, Vaerzued 3, isip 3, Misolas 2, Barelano 2, 
uter, Seed Te 0, Dela Cruz O, Jones 0. 

HARBOUR CENTRE 57—Gsco 13, Yeo 10, Tenorio 
9, Reyes 8, Arana 7, Saguinde 3, Coching 3, Alonzo 2, 
(hia 2, Palermo 0, Maiertoler 0. Gamboa O. 

Quarters 2-16, 2-26, 42-44, 63:57 


(Ynares Center) 
440 p.m—Puretoods | 
KEE 
735 p.m.—Alaska vs 
| Saluda 


eermen 


assignments by an 
average of more than 
15 points, with Air21 
the last to fall, 105- 
94. 

By tradition, the 
top two coaches, two 
weeks before the 
mid-season extrava- 
ganza, get to call the 
shots for the North 
and South teams in 
the All-Star weekend 
set in Cagayan de 
Oro this year from 
April 27-29. 

And as things 
stand, a Purefoods 
victory over the Beermen would 
give Gregorio the job. 

San Migue!'s Jong Uichico can 
claim one of the slots if the Beer- 
men split their two remaining 
games before the cut-off Sunday. 

A San Miguel victory today, 
however, would give Coke, Pure- 
foods and Ginebra identical 5-3 
slates, a scenario which also fa- 
vors Gregorio. Purefoods can still 
get second seeding because of a 
higher quotient. June Navarro 


'ODAY 


‘Santos out for rest of season 


By June Navarro 


BARANGAY GINEBRA'S RODNEY SANTOS WILL BE OUT FOR THE REMAINDER 
: ofthe PBA season after undergoing surgery to correct an ACL tear on the ft knee, 


* Benowned sports surgeon Dr. Raul Canlas 


did the procedure and said that Santos? 


“recovery will take at least six months. Santos sustained the injury last Sunday in 
Ü Ginebra’s overtime victory over the Alaska Aces. A clutch shooter who balled out 
še Kings in critical moments many times in the past, the former NCAA MVP from. 


season, Mark Caguioa, Jayjay Helterbrand, 


Y the absence of Santos. 


Joey 


dicated,” BAP president Joey 
‘hina said yesterday. “But I'm also 
Dein to seek clarification from 
the (Fiba) central board on what 
Teóncrete steps to take." 

Um said the BAP will continue 
to work on its readmission in the 
"kel Olympic body. 

"T will continue to knock at 

door until my knuckles 

e said. “But while we are 
seeking readmission to the POC, 
we are further accelerating ef- 
forts to lift the suspension,” 

In a meeting in Seoul, South 
Korea, Baumann pointed out to 
top POC officials led by president 
Jose “Peping” Cojuangco that 
Pilipinas Basketball did not have 
the approval of Lina, the fifth 
stakeholder. 


{San Sebastian was a key factor during Ginebra back-to-back championships last 


Kalani Ferrera, Sunday Salvacion, Aris 


imaunahan and rookies Michael Holper and Mark Macapagal can compensate 


happy BAP 
Was vindicated "ms 


‘Thus, without the consensus of 
the five stakeholders, Fiba cannot 
accept Pilipinas Basketball as the 
replacement of the BAP 

Even a separate meeting with 
the four stakeholders—represen- 
tatives from the PBA, PBL, UAAP 
and NCAA—did not change Bau- 
mann's position. 

In a statement yesterday, the 
BAP stressed that the “majority 
decision is not what Fiba is asking 
buta consensus of all.” 

“1 plan to get an appointment 
again (with Cojuangco),” said 
Lina. 

“The BAP hopes that the POC 
will reconsider the expulsion and 
welcome back BAP into its fold, 
just as a father accepts even a 
prodigal son,” the BAP said. 


ALL FOR A BIG SHOW: The main, 


Ernie Fajardo, Reyes, Yen Makabenta, ESPN Star Sports senior 
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Escares routs 
Lagura, cops 
10-under title 


TOP SEED MARK ESCARES BAGGED THE UNI- 
sex 10-under title over No. 2 Ericka Lagura, 6-3, 6- 
2, yesterday in the Phika-Truflex National Age 
Group Championships at the Rizal Memorial Ten- 
nis Center. 

It was the third title for the 9-year-old Escares, 
an incoming Grade 4 student at Marist School, 
after winning the Olivarez Cup and Milo-Philam 
leg last year 

Meanwhile, second seed Bernardine Nino Siso 
rallied past fith seed Leander Lazaro, 6-4, 4-6, 6- 
3, to advance to the boys’ 14-under finals against 
top seed Kim Ivor Saraza, a 6-0, 7-5 winner over 
No. 3 Jose Lorenzo Ferrer. 

In the boys’ 12-under division, No. 2 Deo Ta- 
latayod outlasted fourth seed Jose Alfonso Opu- 
lencia, 6-4, 7-6 (3), to forge a tide duel with top. 
seed Jacob Lagman, who blasted Calvin Canlas. 

Girls 16-under No. 1 Jessica Marie Agra 
tripped third-ranked Regina Santiago, 6-1, 6-2, 
while Sarah Jane Lim stunned No. 2 Christine 
Patrimonio, 6-1, 6-1, to advance to the finals. 

"Top seed Denise Dy outclassed Alyssa Men- 
doza, 6-0, 6-1, to advance to the girl 18-under 
semifinals against fourth seed Michelle Pang, 
‘who beat Christine Patrimonio. The other semis 
pairing will pit second seed Jessica Agra, a 6-2, 6- 
1 winner over July Javelosa, 62, 6-1, against Ivy 
de Castro, who prevailed over Trudy Gine 
Amoranto, 6-4, 6-3. 

Winners in the girls 14-under division were 
No. 1 Regina Santiago over No. 8 Jasmine Tan 
Ho, 6-0, 6-1, No. 3 Joan Opulencia over unseed- 
ed Chynna Mamawal, 6-1, 6-3, No. 4 Sarah Jane 
Lim over No. 6 Maika Tanpoco, 6-4, 6-4, and No. 
5 Sally Mae Siso over No. 2 JV Custodio, 6-3, 6.0. 


personalities behind the Manila World Pool Championshionships link arms. From left, Bustamante, BSCP's 
director Harvey Davis and Matchroom Media director Luke Riches. mmus 


Cool P75M for World Pool staging 


By Musong R. Castillo 


TF THE LOCAL ORGANIZERS CAN 
have their way the Word Pool 
Championship wil say in the 
Philippines for a while. 

“We know that we will be lucky if 
we make money in the first year,” 
Yen Makabenta, chair of the Bil- 
Bards and Snooker Congress of the 
Philippines and president of the or- 
ganizing Raya Spors, said at the 
press launch yesterday of the events 
2006 edition. 

Atleast P75 million, according to 
Makabenta, will be needed to stage 
the event where 128 of the world's 
best players will be entered, includ- 
ing Filipinos Alex Pagulayan, 


Amang Parica and Marlon Manalo. 
“But by the time the second 
(staging) comes, I feel we can start 
collecting (the revenues), added 
Makabenta, who was joined by ES- 
PN Star Sports and Matchroom 
Sports officials in the launch at the 
‘Manila Hotel. “Frankly speaking, we 
want to keep it (tournament) here 
Gn the Philippines) for a while.” 
‘The 17th staging of the most 
prestigious event in pool will be 
held Nov. 4-12 at a venue still to be 
determined, confirming an INQURER 
report earlier in the week. 
Organizers are looking at the 
Philippine International Convention 
Center or the soon-to-open SM Mall 
of Asia as venues. There would be at 


date 1,500 people. 


Legendary Filipino 


east 12 tables, with the center table 
to be situated in the middle of a 
gallery stand that could accommo- 


Makabenta feels there will be 
enough corporate sponsors to help 
in raising the money, which would 
be the biggest in the history of the 
toumey. The champion goes home 
with a quarter of the total pot of 
$400,000 (P20.4 million). 

The World Pool Championship 
was held in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, for 
the last two years and in Cardiff, 
Wales, the previous five seasons. 


Efren “Bata” Reyes and Pagulayan 
are former winners of the event, 
with the 51-year-old Reyes pulling 


‘out the trick in 1999 in Cardiff and 
Pagulayan two years ago in Taiwan. 

For this year, only Pagulayan, be- 
ing a former winner in the last five 
years, Parica, for placing second in 
the US Open last year, and Manalo, 
for making the semifinals last year, 
are the only Filipinos assured of 
slots. 

The others, Reyes and former 
world No. 1 Francisco “Django” 
Bustamante included, still have sev- 
en months to compete in various 
tournaments to pocket a slot. 

Last year, 42 countries were rep- 
resented and 19 Taiwanese made 
the field. Wu Chia-ching, the even- 
tual champion, and Kuo Po-cheng 
arranged an all Taiwanese final. 


cue artist 


IT WILL BE A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY FOR 
the Philippines to host the prestigious World 
Pool Championship this November because it 
will not only take away the world’s attention 
from the crises that beset our country, but also 
lift the spirits of Filipinos shaken by the prevail 
ing political and economic hard times. 

Matchroom Sport, the renowned British 
‘company, promotes the annual World Pool 
Championship, the biggest and most expensive 
sporting event featuring 128 of the world's best 
pool pros from 40 countries. Its television part- 
ner is ESPN Star Sports, which will be broad- 
casting the tournament live across Asia and in 
Britain. It is sanctioned by thé World Pool Asso- 
ciation, the sports governing body. 

Yen Makabenta, chair of the Billiards and 
Snooker Congress of the Philippines; BSCP 
president Emie Fajardo and billiards benefactor 
Aristeo “Putch” Puyat of Puyat Sports are the 
‘moving spirit behind the 17th hosting of the 
championship, which offers a record purse of 
$100,000 to the champion out ofthe total prize 
fund of $400,000. 

‘Actually, Matchroom Sport had invited Puyat 
Spons to co-promote the World Pool Champi- 
onship way back in 2001 because of its reputa- 
tion of producing champion pool players and of 
hosting intemational billiards tournaments. | 
remember having written a report about it. 
Matchroom Sports repeated the offer to Puyat 
during the 2004 championship in Taipei, which 
also hosted the event in 2005. 

Billiards is now “big league” in the Philip- 
pines, thanks to Angeles City native Efren “Ba- 


Reyes welcomes World Pool 


CLEAN LIVING 
& EN 
Manolo R. e 


ta" Reyes, a Hall of Famer and winner of the 
championship in Cardiff in 1999; Canada- 
based Alex “The Lion” Pagulayan, who tri- 
umphed in Taipei in 2004; and Tarlac idol Fran- 
disco “Django” Bustamante, one of the super- 
stars of world pool. 

‘Saying hosting the championship here won't 
happen every day the Sl-yearold Reyes 
stressed he was truly happy not only for himself 
but for the whole Philippine team. “We are 
ready to play anywhere in the world,” he said, 
“but we will get the extra boost by playing be- 
fore a hometown crowd.” 

Widely known as "The Magician” for his 
dumbfounding shots, Reyes said the Philippines 
is also fortunate since it could field 12 players in 
the main draw as the host country. 

Among the former champions, the players to 
watch are those coming from Chinese Taipei 
such as Wu Ching-chia, the pool prodigy from 
Taishang county who won the 2005 champi- 
onship at age 16, the youngest ever winner of 
the event since 1990; Yang Chingahun, “The 
Son of Pool”; and two-time champion (1993 
and 2000) Chao Fong-pang. These Taiwanese 
players are not only dynamic shooters, but also 


in Manila 


masters of the jump shot. 

‘Also to reckon with are Earl Strickland, 
Johnny Archer and Corey Deuel of the United 
‘States; Ralf Souquet, Thorsten Hohmann and 
‘Thomas Engert of Germany; Kunihiko Taka- 
hashi of Japan; Mika Immonen of Finland; and 
English snooker champion Steve Davis. 

Better late than never. 

Filipino athletes with disabilities who won 
more than 20 gold medals in last year’s 3rd 
‘Asean Para Games finally received their cash 
rewards recently during a simple ceremony 
held under the auspices of the Philippine 
Sports Commission. Multititled chess cham- 
pion Sander Severino, who bagged five gold 
medals in the handicapped/blind category, 
led the awardees. The cash rewards given 
‘were P25,000 for gold, P15,000 for silver 
and P10,000 for bronze, 

Kudos to PSC chair Butch Ramirez, his 
commissioners, executive director Guiller- 
mo 1roy Jr. and Mike Barredo of the Philip- 
pine Sports Association for the Differently 
Abled and International Blind Sports Feder- 
ation for their concern. These athletes with 
disabilities train just as hard as the normal 
and able-bodied athletes and should be re- 
warded for a job well done, For surely, they 
are the true Olympians. (We regret the typo- 
graphical error on the price of a bleacher 
ticket for the coming Manny Pacquiao-Oscar 
Larios non-title fight at the Big Dome (PDI, 
04/3/06). It was P1,000 not $1,000 as erro- 
neously published.) 
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Mystery unfolds 


at Masters today 


AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—THE MASTERS 
starting on Thursday seems to contain 
more mystery than ever. 

Part of that is the sheer length. The tees 
‘were pushed back on six holes, stretching the 
Augusta National course to 7,445 yards 
(6,807 meters), the second-longest course in 
‘major championship history behind Whistling 
Straits (7,514 yards, 6,870 meters) two years 
ago at the US PGA Championship. 

"The par-3 fourth hole now is 240 yards, re- 
quiring most players to hit fairway metal, and 
some players to hit a driver. The par-4 11th is 
505 yards, with trees to the right of the land- 
ing area and a pond to the left of the green 
ready to swallow up any mistake. 

Masters chair Hootie Johnson vigorously 
defended the changes on Wednesday, espe- 
cially at No. 11, pointing out that Bobby Jones 
intended the second shot to be played with a 


3-iron or more. 

“He (Jones) probably was hitting into a 
green that ran at 2 on the Stimpmeter,” said 
Retief Goosen. “The condition of the greens 
now are different than they were in the 
1900s. You hit a 3-iron on the front of that 
green, it rolls off into the water.” 

‘And then there's the weather. 

Azaleas and dogwoods are blazing even 
brighter under a warm sun. The tightly mown 
grass beneath the feet is fum, not slippery. Not 
since 2001 has the Masters been contested over 
four days in relatively dry, fast conditions. 

“We haven't really played many Masters 
with dry conditions yet,” Ernie Els said. “We 
might find out this week.” 

The final day of practice revealed some po- 
tential problems, with wedge shots bouncing 
hard off the green, then crawling endlessly 
until they were off the putting surface 


1 


d 
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JACK Nicklaus and his grandson, Charlie, 8, examine the eighth 
green during the Masters Par 3 contest. 


Bulls jump ahead of 76ers in playoff race 


NEW YORK—ANDRES NOCIONI 
seored 21 points and hauled down 13 
rebounds to help the Chicago Bulls 
move into the eighth and final playoff 
spot in the Eastern Conference with a 
99-92 road win over the Philadelphia 
‘76ers on Wednesday. 

Ben Gordon also scored 21 points 
for the Bulls, who jumped 1/2 game 
above the Sixers in the battle for a 
post-season berth. 

The teams meet again in Chicago 


on Saturday with the roles reversed 
as the slumping Sixers are now chas- 
ing the Bulls for the final playoff slot 
inthe East. 

“We're out of the eighth spot but 
we're not out of the hunt,” Sixers 
coach Maurice Cheeks told re- 
porters. “It’s how you respond.” 

Chicago (35-40) has responded to 
the challenge of catching the Sixers 
(84-40), winning four straight and 
six of the last seven games. 


Philadelphia has lost 12 of the last 
16 and were blown out by 33 points 
by Cleveland on Tuesday. 

In New York, Jamal Crawford 
scored a season-high 37 points as the 
Knicks upset the Cleveland Cava- 
liers, 96-94 

The Knicks ended their nine-game 
losing streak while snapping the Cav- 
aliers' nine-game winning streak. 

Tn San Antonio, Mike Bibby had 31 
points, eight assists and seven re- 


bounds as the Sacramento Kings up- 
set the Spurs, 97-87. Reuters 
COMPLETE RESULTS: Chicago 99. 
delphia 92: Orlando 108, Milwaukee 105; 
Atlanta 101, Minnesota 99; Indiana 111, 
Toronto 103: Washington 108, Boston 91; NY 
Knicks 96, Cleveland 94: Oklahoma City 114, 
Golden State 109 (ot); Sacramento 97, San 
Antonio 87: Portland 76, Houston 75: LA Clip- 
pers 119, Phoenix 105. AP 
SOLAR Sports will air the LA Lakers-Denver 
tussle at 10:30 a.m. today. 


; Jack, Arnold 


bid farewell 


AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—ARNOLD PALMER, 
76, and Jack Nicklaus, 66, made a curtain tall 
at the Augusta National on Wednesday, de- 
lighting their fans by competing in the tradi- 
tional par-three contest on the eve of the US 
Masters 

1 was the only opportunity for the galleries to 
see the pair, who combined to win a total of 10 
green jackets, in action this week and thousands 
descended on the tiny nine-hole course. 

When the years opening major begins ‘on 
“Thursday it will mark the first time in more tian 
half a century that neither American has teed off 
inthe main event. 

Nicklaus, who played his final competitive 
round at Augusta last year, was in contention in 
the pardhree toumament as he finished three 
shots behind winner Ben Crane who reumet a 
four-under 23. American Crane is hoping to end a 
Jong hoodoo. Reuters 


Boxer sentenced. 
for killing writer 


LOS ANGELES—BOXER JAMES BUTLER JR., 
who fought under the moniker “The Harlem 
Hammer" was sentenced Wednesday to near- 
ly 30 years in prison for the death of sports 
journalist Sam Kellerman. 

Butler will also pay $17,853 in funeral expenses 
10 Kellerman’ family, $10,000 to the state's victim 
restitution fund and $11,882 to the owner of the 
victim's apartment, which was left torched and 
blood-soaked after the kiling, said Jane Robison, a 
spokeswoman for the district attomey's office, 

The 29-year-old Kellerman's body was found in 
his Hollywood apartment on Oct. 17, 2004, near a 
hammer. The boxer pleaded guilty to voluntary 
manslaughter and arson as jury selection was setro 
begin in his trial on March 27. 


SPORTSWATCH 


GAME HERO: San Beda Red Cub Francis 
Munsayacis flanked by Red Bull coach Yeng 
Guiao and product manager Tom Meneses 
during the awards rites ofthe Cherifer 
Tangkad Sagad Basketball Tournament at 
the Tiendesitas People's Village in Pasig City 
recently. Munsayac hit the winning basket 
to ift SBC past St. Scholastica-Pampanga, 
22-21, in the title match backed by Adidas. 


Fearless Fighting erupts 
THE COUNTRY'S TOUGHEST RING GLADIA- 
tors gather at tonight in the Fearless Fight- 
ing Championships (FFC) at the Metrowalk 
complex in Ortigas Center. Sixteen fights 
consisting of 26-minute rounds are on tap in 
seven weight divisions of the event featuring 
fighters from jiu-jitsu, boxing, taekwondo, ju- 
do, karate, aikido and muay thai. Fight time 
starts at p.m. Alex Lopez, promoter and or- 
ganizer of FF, said the event will use a three- 
judge system. 


PCCA race heats up 

THE BATTLE FOR PASAY COCKPIT COCKERS 
Association (POCA) Cocker ofthe Year award 
heats up today wih the staging of a 4-cock derby 
atthe Pasay Cy Cockpit Tha 62-fight program 
will be supported by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. 
Partners Ric de Guzman and Gov. Ito Ynares 
(Cotte King Binangonan) and Pol Estrelado (EBL 
Sta. Cruz) lead with 16 wins each. Meanwhile, 
POC pit managers Erio dela Rosa, Butchoy Olano 
and Roming Vergara said that PCCAS Anniver- 
Sary -cock derby wil bo held July 17. 19and 21. 


UBBA cockfest April 10 
, THE UNITED BACKYARD BREEDERS ASSO- 

ciation (UBBA), a group of 50 up-and-coming 
gamefowl breeders, will stage its annual 
‘Summer 3-cock derby at San Juan Coliseum 
on April 10. Sponsor is Sagupaan Complexor 
3000. UBBA stalwart Ronnie Lacsina said 
this derby is open to other cockers and back- 
yard breeders with less than 100 fighters. 
The derby wil startat 4 p.m. For an entry fee 
of P5,500, the guaranteed prize is P200,000. 
Call 726-5863, 725-5360. 
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No minors allowed. Open to persons 18 years old and above only. Organizer reserves the right to refuse entry to those without IDs as proof of age. 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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Three fresh squads, new 


GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY 


AUTOWIDE 


TRUCKS, PASSENGER WANS & SUVS Sr 
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format spice up V League 


‘THREE NEW TEAMS AND A NEW 
format are expected to make the 
second conference of the V League 
volleyball tournament presented 
by Shakey's more exciting. 

After giving way to the staging of the 
23rd Southeast Asian Games last year, 
bigtime women's volleyball action re- 
tums April 22 with an eight4eam field 
at the Rizal Coliseum. 

Philippine Christian University, UAAP 
runner-up Adamson and University of 
the East have entered the tournament 
for the first time, even as former cham- 
pion Santo Tomas took a leave after fail- 
ing to assemble a competitive team. 

The Tigresses, who won the initial 


staging in 2004, lost the core ofits team 
to graduation. 

Bur the depth of the competing field 
remains as talentladen as ever with 
UAAP and defending champion La Salle 
eyeing a third straight ttle. 

Ateneo, Far Eastern, Lyceum and San 
Sebastian are the other teams aiming to 
foil the tournaments first-ever “three- 
peat" by the Lady Archers 

“We can expect an action-packed 
‘tournament because of the higher level 
of competition,” said Emilio Jun" 
Bernardino, president of the organizing 
Sports Vision Management Group Inc. 

‘The new format, meanwhile, will 
have the eight teams playing a one- 


round elimination with the top five 
squads advancing to the semifinals. The 
first stage of the playoffs will be a dou- 
ble-round robin where each of the five 
teams will carry over their elimination 
round records to the second stage. 

An incentive scheme—the old "S-of 8 
rule" adopted by the PBA years ago— 
will be used for the toumament. This 
will allow any team in the semifinals to 
challenge the second-placed team after 
the round in a playoff for the second 
berth in the championship series. 

Playdates are set on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays starting at 4 
pam. at the Rizal Coliseum and Ninoy 
‘Aquino Stadium in Manila. 


Second BMW Golf'Cup leg 


fires off at Mimosa today 
CLARK FIELD, PAMPANGA—A FIELD OF 120 PLAY- 
ers tees off today in the second leg of the BMW Golf 
Cup International at the Acacia and Lakeview layouts 
ofthe Mimosa complex here. Presented by Premier 
Cars BMW, the event will use the Stableford scoring 
and wil stake championship trophies in the mens A 
and B classes and in the Ladies’ division. The top 
‘three placers in each category will qualify to the Na~ 
tional Finals slated in October at Eagle Ridge fora 
chance to play for the Philippines in one of the biggest 
amateur events in the word The 18-hole evert, the 
Second in aseven-eg series which wl determine the 
Philippine representatives to the BMW Golf Cup 
“Word Finals in Fancourt, South Africa, is being sup- 
ported by Corporate Guarantee and Insurance Co, 
Makati Shangri-La, Kerastase, Petron and Mizuno. 
“The BMW Goil Cup International is one of the largest 
armateur golt tournaments in the worid interms of 
participation. Over 150,000 players are vying in a se- 
Tis ot qualifying legs al over the word. 


Mayor Sagun Cup gets 


going at Sherwood Hills 

THE INDIGENT CHILDREN OF TRECE MARTIRES, 
Cavite, will be the prime beneficiaries of todays ist 
Mayor Jun Sagun's Golf Tournament at the Sherwood 
Hils Goff Cub course. Te-ofis from 7 a.m. to 10 
a.m The 18-hole tournament has drawn the support 
of companies and individuals. More than 100 golfers 
are wing in the event which has as major sponsors 
‘Sherwood Hils, Cavdeal, Rezcoat, Pure and Rich, 
Pure Bev, Atlanta Coatings in, Industrial Galvanizrs, 
Sorico Steel industries and Somico Ste! Corp. Hole 
sponsors are Sen Bong Reita, Warbird Securty, 
Luis Pastor, Gen. Trias Mayor JonJon Ferrer, Imus 
Mayor Homer Saquilayan, Rosario Mayor Renato 
Abutan and Amadeo Mayor Albert Ambagan. Minor 
Sponsors include Carmona Mayor Dahla Loyola, In- 
dang Mayor Lope Tepora, Cavite City Mayor Bernardo 
Paredes, Tagaytay Mayor Abraham Tolentino, Slang 
Mayor Clarito Poblete, Bacoor Mayor Jessie Castillo. 


TEE SHOTS 


Champion. 
Stephanie Yuand 
lawyer Mike 
Toledo show their 
trophiesafter 
besting the field 
and winning 

the 2nd Penguin 
Cup tournament 
at the Legends 
course of the 
Manila 
Southwoods Golf 
and Country Club, 


urable'a' cushion 


GOLF FOR COUPLES: Organizers ofthe 3rd AJ Cup, which tees off today 
at Wack Wack Golf and Country Club, get together to finalize the annual 
fund-raising event organized by the All for Jesus Foundation Inc. headed 
by POC chair Robert Aventajado (third from right, seated) and hiswife 3 
Tinerte. Other committee members are (from left seated), Ricky Manalo," 
Dick Valenzona, Mon Mayuga, Relly Santos, Albert Sia, Troy Inciong, Rey 
Medina. Standing from left, Noel Deyto, Bong Santiago, Rey Parcutela, 
Edu Perez and Bob Barbiran. Beneficiaries are couples who will attend 
marriage encounter seminars, such as the one scheduled May 26-28 at 
the Mater Cristi Retreat Center in Pililia, Rizal. 


76rs ‘Swing for a Cause’ up at Valley Ford team shootout under way 
THE THIRD 76RS "SWING FOR A CAUSE’ GOLF TOURNAMENT THE FORD NATIONAL TEAM SHOOTOUT GOT UNDER WAY IN 
Tas oft today a the Executive course of the Valley Goi and Country three more courses recent in what has been bile as one of fe 
Club in Antipolo City. Hosted by the Samar National School Class country's biggest amateur team series. Tournaments teed off at ‘Sta. 
a DI anon-proft organization headed by lawyer Elena last Tuesday, Marapara n Bacolod Wednesday and at Forest 
Pana J. Boho I. proceeds ofthe toumamert wil go to the Hills yesterday. The toumamentis a four-man scramble open to 
ANO GN eat eben 10am. to members ofthe Fed Golf's 32-member cubs Each clubs top fhe 
Tan a Tosmament fe is P2 000 (1,200 for Valley members). teams wil represent thelr club in the satelite finais. Elimination 
amas System 56. Among the events sponsors are PCSO, Roq- rounds have already been held at Alabang, Sherwood Hils, Pueblo 
‘son industrial Sales Center, Petron Sales Center, Innove Globe Com- de Oro, Royal Northwoods, Tagaytay Highlands and Midlands, Or- 
Tumications, Willak Travel Services Inc and Soniere Ciub Spe. chard, Mt Malarayat and Eastridge. 


RECEDING HAIRLINE: 


Restore Your Hair at Svenson! 


" ` "After | graduated from college, my thick hair began thinning out 
and my hairline started receding, | reached such a low point 
in my life that | decided to end my relationship with my girifriend. 
| used to look in the mirror and think, 'This isn't me; | tried 
Ss @ other methods to have hair again but nothing 
` worked so | went to Svenson. Through Non- 
‘Surgical Hair Integration Method, | got more 
hair that looks and feels natural, It's the best" 


Donn Salamat, Businessman 


End Your Hair Loss Misery Today 


MAKATI TOMAS MORATO 


ISIFGT Tower 


BINONDO 
VUF Federal Tower 
Sido. 


ALABAN 
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Kinks in filming 
“Darna” revealed 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


THE DELAY IN THE FILMING OF THE MOVIE ` 
version of Mars Ravelo's “Darna” is being 
caused by “misunderstanding” between par- 
ties other than GMA 7, according to a Kapuso 
Network executive. 

“We're ready to sign the contract. We're just 
waiting for the Ravelos and Yonzon to set- 
de their differences,” GMA 7 program 
manager Redgie Magno told INQUIRER 
Entertainment in a phone interview 
lastweek. 

Magno was referring to the 
family of the late komiks novel- 
ist and Hugo “Buboy” Yonzon 
TI, current license holder of 
“Darna.” 

Magno Comics, owned by 
Yonzon, produced the spe- 
cial golden anniversary 
edition of “Darna,” with 
his son Zach as editor-in- 
chief. 

In 2005, GMA 7 pro- Ï 
duced the TV version 
with Angel Locsin 
playing the lead role 
and Alessandra de Rossi as her arch-enemy, 
Valentina, The series still holds the record for 
highest rating in TV history—52. 1 percent for 
its-fourth episode, followed by “Encantadia” 
at 47.2 percent and then “Darna’s” premiere 
telecast at 47.1 percent. The networks con- 
tract for the TV serialization expires in June 
2006. 


No commitments WHOEVER 

According to Regina Ravelo-Marasigan, plays Darna 
daughter of Mars, the family has not commit- should havea 
ted “Darna” to any film producer. She added “wholesome 
that the Yonzons contract with her family al- image,” Ravelo's 4, 
so expires in June. à 


“We only have a verbal agreement with 


GMA 7. We've not 

signed amy contract - - d 

with them,” er MD iere, E u a. 
plained Regina, Ee Gi Gre d š S 
adding that three Tur E H 

other film producers LI! S 


are currently inter- D METR 
estedin“Darna” |] mamam 
“If GMA 7 decides | Mel No 725650 me 


motto do the movie | I:MomentsofLove 1: Basic Instinct 2 F ^ 
version, we plan to 2: Under Renovation 2:Venom ; i 4 i 
give ‘Dama’ a rest," 3: Basic Instinct 2 Lucky Number Stevin H d pg 


she added. “This is so 4: Moments of Love 
wecould concentrate D 


on our father's other D Everydoy Family Doy at StorMalls! Sr ETAT 

SE “tye ess Sap Comedy Ey Fp Li er: Bonds al Caba Ln Bs Sma En A 
, AA na gymyd i 

rently talking. with AR dees Number of Toxts to Other Networks: ` Validity Period ` 
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By Nini Valera 


SIX ASPIRING YOUNG STARS 
compete tomorrow night for the 
“Little Big Star” title even as one 
of the contestants has emerged as 
a runaway favorite in the Little 
division (there's Big division). 
There were more than 24 hope 
fuls at the start of the elimination 
round when the talent search pre- 
miered on ABS-CBN in September. 
The six survivors were paraded 
on Wednesday before the media and 
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ig Star’ finals tomorrow, six survivors meet the press ° 
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MAKISIG Morales 


sam. 

Makisig Morales, 9, an early 
standout, held his own as INQURER 
Entertainment asked several hard 
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It's Easy! Join Ayala-Cinemas' 
Trippin in 80. Days Raffle Prom: 
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exelting all-expense paid trips 
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7 2 tickets purchased at 
Glorjetta and Greenbelt Cinemas 
€ and drop in dropboxes; 
#” Hurry! Watch a movie now! 
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Chris Sports 8 Universal Reality combat 
Championships - The Undisputed 
April 7, 2006 


Pundaquit Festival at Greenbelt 
April 5, 2006 


7 Repertory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA z: 
al REP's Globe Theater’ April f, 2.1 
For inquiries, pis, call 887-0710 ; 
Registration ia now ongoing for Ayali Museum's 


i ‘Summer Art Festival Workshop 2006 
inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit wwwayalamuseum.org. 
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Makisig Morales knows his fans are behind him. But it is the judges ES 


who will decide, he says, and the competition is ‘really tough’ pa 


- the award-winning broadway musical 
From page A22 


C oe gue m Houseand LotUnits NOW ON ITS 2ND WEEK EXCLUSIVELY AT 
Tay, t lpn. “The SUMMER DEALT Move in anytime GREENBELT 3 CINEMAS 


other contestants are Save as much as MTRCB Rating: Restricted 13 (R-13) 


tough.” 
He named Rhap 22 
Salazar, another 9- jr d 
year-old, as one of his ` Í 
eins i -, Maia Alta 
“He could beat me j Á"—— Woodrow Hills 
because of his high 
voice,” said Makisig r "i KSE ë W à Š 
known for his renc P š 


tions of Basil Valdez " 
oe For as low as 


fark ano NG | : Php 15,000 Reservation Fee 

gwed | H 15% Downpayment 

ee Most of the judges 

pamaus Ng | KE LIMITED OFFER ONLY 
But most his fans al- 

dor Sat” be | eS HURRY! 


said. “But theyre not Make reservations 
the ones judging.” na 


If he wins, Makisig NOW !!! 
will bring fortune to his 
family. 

His Seed boss For INQUIRIES Please Call: 
Md OR Mil AIMEE/ SANDY at 634-9001 to'02 
isig during tapings and http://www.crownasia.com.ph. 
guest appearances in 


other shows. 
2ND WEEK IN THE Fou 
Cub scout Acc Tan Au E 

Recalling other con- 
tests he had wer his 
feetin before “Little Big py 
Star” he said. “Some- TE e 3 
Sewn SEDUCTION MANIPULATION. . PERVERSION. 
bring home P20,000. If Everything in. he ind. 
1 don't win, P15,000 or Y IBE beg sin x e 
P5,000.” That way, he Wyr ar im 
added, he helped in the 
family expenses 

Makisig, second son 
of Uldarico and 
Jacqueline Morales, is 
a Grade 3 student in 
San Mateo Rizal, and 
has been named best in 
‘Music and Outstanding 
‘Cub Scout in school. 

He said he learned 
tosing after he grabbed 
the microphone from 
his sister Mayumi, 
whom his father had 
been coaching. 

“My father believes 
old songs should be 
[made] popular 
again,” Makisig says. 
“His favorite singer is 
Basil Valdez.” 
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WINNER of the London International Jazz Competition, 
Filipino! 


HOLLYWOOD'S FIRST BIG | 
SUMMER MOVIE FOR 2006 | 


WE'VE BREN EXPECTING YOU 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ENTERTAINMENT 


FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 2006 


Mon David, ‘evolving artist 


By Pocholo Concepcion 
Contributor 


Istarted to enjoy it. And then I dis- 
covered the music of Mark Mur- 
phy, Bobby McFerrin, John Hen- 
dricks, Kurt Elling, Bill Evans and 
other jazz icons. They made me 
experience the “pure joy” of creat- 
ing and performing music in a 
spontaneous way... of being “in 
the zone,” in the moment.” 


WHENEVER MON DAVID PER- 
forms, he wins the hearts of his audi- 
ence. Not many people are aware of 
it, buthe's an accomplished musician 
whose work throughout the years 
truly deserves recognition. 
When he bested 106 vocal- A 
ists from 27 countries in 
the recent London Inter- E 
the ret Loe pet. N LAKE 
` Five 
Bi sed 


Tell us about the many 
-7 hats you wore in the 
^ local music scene. 
What was the most ful- 
filling? 

1 was the Apo Hiking 
Society's drummer for six years; a 
vocal coach to some of my col- 
leagues in the industry... Ive 
been an independent record pro- 
ducer (for all my albums—Sala- 
mat sa Mga Alaala,” “Soulitude,” 
“Abe Mu Ku,” “Life and Times”). 1 
founded the vocal ensemble 
Fourplay with Butch Dans, was 
part of the original Ang Fourget- 
tables: was part of the band Jazz 
Fiesta with Tots Tolentino, Colby 
dela Calzada, Joey Quirino, 
Koyang Avenir, Jay Cayuca, Boyet 
Pigao and Angelica. The most ful- 
filling is recording and producing 
my own music, expressing my 
own vision in a style and form 
that best represents them. The 
other fulfilling aspect is being 
again, “in the zone” with your fa- 


tion, David suddenly be- 
came a Goliath in the 
eyes of the curious. 
Inthis chat conducted while he 
was en route back home, the 52- 
year-old “evolving artist” reveals 


ing music—a process invariably 
transformed into an intimate, ful- 
filling and spiritual experience. 


Have you always been a jazz 
artist? When and how did you 
first turn on to jazz, and why 
did you pursue it? 

The jazz side of my musicality 
came gradually and rather slowly. 
In the earlier years of my career, I 
was immersed in the music scene 
doing pop classics, OPM (Original 
Pilipino Music), standards, R&B, 
etc. While doing all these, I would 
often surprise myself and my au- 
dience with bits of improvisations. 


MTRCB 


he loves hei 
she loves him not. 


"YOU'LL LAUGH FROM BEGINNING TO END.” 
HA FERGUSON KGUN Y ABC) 


Open for advance screenings, product launches, concerts, 
school events and other organizational functions, PLUS! 
Exclusive screenings of blockbuster films. 


Department 687-7945 to 47 “633-4446 636-2894 locals 14/15 


eg zebauen, nr 


vorite musicians. 
You've been researching on the 
roots of Pampanga music, What 
are your interesting discover- 
ies? 

I continue to [explore] our na- 
tive tongue's beautiful nuances 
through melodic love songs, tra- 
ditional folk. tunes, other song 
forms like the basulto and pulosa, 
etc. Values, traditions and histori- 
cal elements are expressed in 
these tunes. Consequently, these 
How do you assess the progress tunes redefine the true character 
of your career in our own coun- ofthe Kapampangan. Along with 
uy? the "standard" Kapampangan 

It’sbeena long struggle. Ithink songs, Td like to introduce some 
its mainly because of the unpop- of my compositions for the pre- 
ular genre that I picked to focus sent and future generations to ap- 
on. In most cases, making jazz a” preciate. When you visit the Holy 
part of your repertoire is (tanta; Angel Center for Kapampangan 
mount to] giving your career the. studies, you'll encounter this slo- 
kiss of death, so to speak, espe- gan: “Become a better Filipino by 
cially in a very “pop/commercial” being a better Kapampangan.” l'd 
oriented industry. But on the like to stretch that to: "Become a 
whole T consider this an enriching better citizen of the world by be- 
(not financially) and continually ing a good Filipino.” 
evolving career. i'm quite satis 
fied going on my own pace and 
enjoying my space. 


You used to be known as “the 
fourth Apo”? 

1 was their vocal coach and 
drummer for many years and it 
produced this certain “chemistry” 
that resulted in various musical 
collaborations (record produc- 
tions/vocal arrangements/live a 
cappella performances etc.), and 
evolved into a lasting friendship. 


Are you comfortable with being 
tagged as a Pinoy jazz artist? 

Ok lang, but Tm not too hot 
about it. Pd rather be labeled “an 
evolving musical artist” with jazz 
as one of my facets. 


How did you prepare for the 
London competition? 

learned aboutit through Lynn 
Sherman. Later, 1 was endorsed 
by the British Council Philippines 
through Susan Arcega and Tots 
Tolentino. I decided I was going 
to enjoy meeting and bonding 
with fellow musicians from dif- 
ferent parts of the world, learn 
from them and—this may sound 
corny—do my best and let God 
take care of the rest. 


Name some musicians that you 
idolize, admire or respect. 

Tots Tolentino for his very high 
level of musicality, his dedication 
and gentle heart. The prolific 
songwriter and poet Gary Grana- 
da for his wit and depth in the 
way he expresses his views and 
outlook through his songs. Jim 
Paredes, songwriter and author, 
for his inspiring thoughts and 
knack for crystallizing life's reali- 
ties and mysteries. Mark Murphy, 
for his daring and courageous vo- 
cal style. Bobby McFerrin for his 
innovativeness and vocal flexibil- 
ity and creativity. Keith Jarrett, 
for his vulnerability and sheer tal- 
ent. Bill Evans, for his “Ge- 
nius”—yes, that's a capital G. The 
young Kurt Elling for his spunk 
and spirit. Michel Legrand for his 
beautiful melodies. And George 
Canseco for his immortal love 
songs. 


The Inquirer front-page story of 
your London triumph men- 
tioned something about your 
going into a “trance” during the 
competition. 

Is a common experience (be- 
ing “in the zone," “in a trance”) 
especially when surrounded by 
artists you respect, with a high 
level of musicality in the atmo- 
sphere, interacting, giving-tak 
ing, allowing the music to flow 
with you and just letting go. It 
could be the most intimate, ful- 
filling, spiritual experience. 


2 — 

AT THE recent signing of the contract to serialize “Captan Barbell”: 
GMAT EVP and COO Jimmy Duavit, Regina Ravelo Marasigan and 
GMA president Felipe Gozon. 


Kinks in filming 
‘Darna’ revealed 


From page A2-1 
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other networks, t00.” 

Regina refused to comment on the report- 
ed disagreement with the Yonzons. But she 
admitted that the contract pertaining to the 
serialization of “Darna” was coursed through 
them. 

But an industry source said some Ravelo 
family members felt Buboy Yonzon was a mere 
“tag-along” and should not be given any part in 
their (Ravelos) dealings with GMA 7 in relation. 
to the movie verson. 

Yonzon is director of the Public Affairs Staff 
of the Department of Agrarian Reform, an edi- 
torial cartoonist, and a realist painter, accord- 
ing to an article posted on wwwplanetphilip- 
pines.com. 

“None of the Ravelos were present during 
the making of the tele-series,” said a member of 
the “Darna” TV crew. “But Yonzon was always 


CINEMAS 
< Mis Bei 


there. He either approved or vetoed ideas 


pitched by the writers.” 
Before a film or production outfit could pro- 
duce any of Ravelo's creations, they should First 


Sexy Women, High Adventure & Non-Stop Action. A SGOM Giant Production rom LUC BESSON & 20th Century Fox | 


agree to a number of conditions stipulated in 
š the contract, according to Regina. 

Ravelo is also the creator of Dyesebel, Ca 
tain Barbell, Lastikman, as well as drama nar- 
ratives "Roberta," "Trudis Liit,” “Maruja” and 
“Basahang Ginto." Ravelo also created "Bondy- 
ing" and “Pacifica Falayfay” and wrote “Wanted 
Perfect Mother.” 


Style guide 

Aside from the required posting of Ravelo's 
name before the film or shows title, the pro- 
ducer must follow a "style guide,” especially for 
characters like Darna or Captain Barbell. 

GMA 7 and the Ravelos formally signed a 
contract for the serialization of "Captain Bar- 
bell” in March. The contract is good for a year 
and a half, said Regina. 

The style guide includes costume and logo 
designs. The producer must consult” the Rave- 
Jos before making any changes in the design, 
she added. 

As in the cases of TV shows “Dama” and 
“Captain Barbell,” Regina said the contract re- 
quired that a representative from the Ravelo 
family be a member of the shows' creative 

KINKS/A2-5 
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"Copias TONI C 
“CAPTAIN Barbell” 


From page A24 
team. 

“We want to make 
sure that at least one 
of us participates in 
the brainstorming,” 
she stressed. 

Also included in 
the contract is the 
provision requiring 
the producer to sub- 
mit to the Ravelos a 
copy of the script or 
story line for their ap- 


“DARNA” 


proval, Regina said. 

Another important 
part of the contract is 
a “morality clause,” 
which states that ac- 
tors playing the lead 
characters should not 
figure in scandals, 
controversies or drug 
issues, or appear in 
bold films. 

“f the project 
would not add value 
to the character, we'd 
rather not do it,” Regi- 
na explained. “This is 
why the image of the 
actor playing the lead 
must be wholesome. 
We've turned down a 
lot of offers in the past 
because of this." 

In the upcoming 
TV series, Richard 
Gutierrez will portray 
Captain Barbell and 
his alter-ego, Enteng. 

Bob Soler was the 
first actor to play the 
role in 1965. He was 
followed by Dolphy, 
Edu Manzano and 
Bong Revilla. 
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Four Faces 


of Woman 

A REPEAT OF “THE 
Four Faces of Woman 
Dance-Exhibit: Cele- 
rating Women and 
Spirit" —first held on 
March 16 and 17 at 
the Vargas Museum 
in UP Diliman—was 
held yesterday at the 
NCCA Lobby, Gen. 
Luna St, Intramuros. 
‘The last presentation 
is set on April 25, 
7:30 p.m. at St. 
Scholastica's College 
in Manila. 

The multi-media 
presentation ` uses 
dance pieces and vi- 
sual arts to illustrate 
the phases that wom- 
en go through in 
their lives. It is a col- 
laboration of four 
women in the visual 
arts and four women 
in dance who have 
been inspired by the 
Four Faces of Woman 
Workshops that origi- 
nated in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia in 1993. Call 
(0919) 606-5410. 
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Ì MOMENTS OF LOVE 
 BANDIDAS 


` SMGITY BAGUIO... 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
|“ SHE'S THE MAN 
FINAL DESTINATION 3 
| ICE AGE 2 
SM CITY MARILAO 
VENOM 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
ŽICE AGE 2 
: FINAL DESTINATION 3 
SIA CITY BATANGAS _ 
:HOUSE OF FURY 
1:MOMENTS OF LOVE 
ICE AGE 2 
1'V FOR VENDETTA 


ICE AGE 2 
TULTRAVIOLET 
5 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
NANNY McPHEE 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
IOMENTS OF LOVE 


Sta CITY BACOOR 
ENANNY McPHEE 
1SHE'S THE MAN 
JICE AGE 2 
ULTRAVIOLET 
$BANDIDAS 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
T VENOM 
1 FINAL DESTINATION 3 
‘SM CITY STA. ROSA 
SHAGGY DOG 
ULTRAVIOLET 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
FICE AGE 2 


. SIM CITY LUCENA 
HOUSE OF FURY 
ECE AGE 2 
JV FOR VENDETTA 
EMOMENTS OF LOVE 

SM CITY MOLINO „x 
LICE AGE 2 
Ï MOMENTS OF LOVE 
2 SHE'S THE MAN 
VENOM 


‘SM CITY CEBU 


um VISAYAS 
1; ULTRAVIOLET 
41:20F8 11:30 MF / 01:10 
02:50 / 04:30 / 08:10 
07:50 | 09:22 LFS 
09:30 LMF / 11:00 END. 
1;FINAL DESTINATION 3 
41:20F8, 11:30 MF / 01:30 
3:307 05:30 


ÍCASANOVA 
1NANNY McPHEE 
MOMENTS OF LOVE 
CASANOVA 

3 SYRIANA 

ŽICE AGE 2 


StA CITY HOMO 
|; HOUSE OF FURY 
RESERVED 
[LICE AGE 2 
{FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
$ MOMENTS OF LOVE 
4; VENOM 
T RESERVED 
#THE DARK 


11:20F5 / 11:30 MF 
01:30 1 03:30 1 05:30 
07:30 / 09:06 LFS 

09:30 LMF 7 11:05 END 

(NANNY McPHEE 

j GLORY ROAD 

$ V FOR VENDETTA 

1: MOMENTS OF LOVE 


“ICE AGE 2 


SM CITY CAGAYAN .- ;.- 
ULTRAVIOLET 
‘SHAGGY DOG 
ì HOUSE OF FURY 
ICE AGE2 
SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


One, two, three, FREE! 


Get 4 tickets for the price of 31 

This promo is valid oniy during the 3-day maliwide sale at 
SM San Lazaro, Marilao, Cagayan de Oro and 

SM Super Centor Molino 


Not applicable wiih other SM Cinema promos. mes 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


1 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN * THX 
3230 250 510 730 950 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


6 GRANDMA'S BOY 
110 320 530 740 950 


2ICEAGE2 
1100 og 320 530 740 950 


7 MOMENTS OF LOVE 
1240 300 520 7:40 1000 


3 BANDIDAS 
1220 245 510 735 1090 


8 JUST FRIENDS. 
125 335 545 755 1000 


4 CHINESE TALL STORY 
1250 300 530 750 1000 


9 SHE'S THE MAN 
1250 310 530 750 1000 


5 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
1220 245 510 735 1000 


10 BASIC INSTINCT 2 
1220 245 510 735 1000 


1ICEAGE2 


1220 220 420 620 825 1000 


2 CHINESE TALL STORY 
1230 250 5:10 730 850 


5 BANDIDAS 
1230 250 510 730 950 


3JUSTFRIENDS 1200 140 320 
BASIC INSTINCT 2 530 740 950 


6 GRANDMA'S BOY 
1220 220 420 620 825 1000 


4MOMENTS OF LOVE 
4230-250 5:10 730 950 


7 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 


1 JUST FRIENDS 
100 300 500 700 900 


190 300 500 7:00 900 


2ICEAGE2 
1230 245 500 715 915 


6 BASIC INSTINCT 2 
105 340 620 905 


3 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
1105 135 405 635 905 


7 BANDIDAS 
1:50 210 430 650 910 


4 GRANDMA'S BOY 
nso 210 430 650 910 


8 MOMENTS OF LOVE 
1125 150 415 640 905 


2 BASIC INSTINCT 2 
3 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


1 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
2 MOMENTS OF LOVE 

3 RESERVE 

4RESERVE 


4 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 
5ICE AGE2 


1BANDIDAS 
2ICEAGE2 

3 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
4 GRANDMA'S BOY 


before Romeo and Juliet there was... 


TRISTAN & ISOLDE 


from executive producer 


ilcy Slt comes a suveping tle of love aml loss 


‘yt and Jat, based on the Hieless Celli aryl of star-crossed passion. 


catch the 


—SNEAK PREVIEWS _ 


at Robinsons Movieworld 
Galleria, Ermita, Metro East, 
Pioneer, Novaliches, Imus and Dasmarifias 


APRIL 10 to 12 


NG 
1ICE AGE 2 
2 ULTRAVIOLET 
3 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
4 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


DASMARINAS 


1ICEAGE2 

2NANNY MCPHEE 

3 MOMENTS OF LOVE 

4 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 


IMUS 


1ICEAGE2 

2 NANNY MCPHEE 

3 SHE'S THE MAN 

4 THE HILLS HAVE EYES 
5 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


(046) 862-2128 
4946) 416-4352. 


` 46) 875-3838. 
(045) 47-8188 


BACOLOD [fir] 
1 VENOM 

2 SHE'S THE MAN 

3ICEAGE2 

4 SAHGGY DOG 

5 MOMENTS OF LOVE 

6 NORTH COUNTRY 


The 


MTRCB Rating: PG-13. 


1ICE AGE 2 

2 VENOM 

3 HOUSE OF FURY 

4 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


4 ULTRAVIOLET 

2 MOMENTS OF LOVE 

3 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
4ICEAGE 2 


STARMIBÉES a 


1 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 
2 NANNY MCPHEE 

3 MOMENTS OF LOVE 
4ICEAGE2 

5 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
6 ULTRAVIOLET 


ILOIEQ 75 1959 320-2070 
1 HOUSE OF FURY 

2 MOMENTS OF LOVE 

3 NORTH COUNTRY 

4VENOM 

SICEAGE2 

6 THE DARK 


Perfect Gift 


allYear Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts for volume purchases! 


cs and is 


Ce LST uu y. S 


PIO por 
Por cal Ko e ine ped ened 

ng Gl) par SES 
Be ant sensational 


10.10 inclusive of VAT. 


DN 
Iba Pa Rin Ang May PLDT Landline 


Le OD NG Pana o. 0369, Scis d 2006, Fe yas la dh 
hone Duron: Merch 1 vo Jua 30,2006 
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Text us your feedback 
inquirer ent namelagolctylmestage to 
307 (Globe) or 283 (mar 


ima: Colin “respectful 
IN our NUGE SCENE 


OS ANGELES--COLIN FAR- 
rell, Hollywood's “bad boy,” 
'was a gentleman in his nude 
scene with Salma Hayek in “Ask 
the Dust,” according to the actress. 

Colin has been in the news for suing Nicole 
Narain, a former Playboy Playmate, to stop 
the release of a sexually explicit tape which 
they had made several years ago. 

Salma, whose sultry looks come from a 
Lebanese father and a Mexican mother, said 
ina press con that the “respectful” behavior of 
Colin made it possible for her to appear naked 
with the actor in a beach scene. To hear Salma 
narrate how she overcame nerves, Colin and 
director Robert Towne must have heaved a 
big sigh of relief when they were done filming 
said scene. Robert, who wrote several Oscar- 
nominated screenplays but is best known for 
“Chinatown”—considered by many to be the 
finest screenplay of the last 30 years and one 
ofthe most outstanding films of the 20th cer 
tury—wrote and directed this romantic dr 
ma. 


Shark attack 

Here, in Salma's own words, is how she did 
her first-ever full-frontal nudity in a film: “It 
was freezing. I was very nervous about this 
scene from the beginning. Robert can tell you 
how much I tortured him about it laughter). 
1 asked him, ‘How are we going to do it? Am I 
really going to be naked? Then we couldn't 
shoot it in the location they picked because a 
shark had just eaten a person right there. 
They had to go find another place, which was 
a big ordeal. 

“Finally, they found another location. It 
was really cold so we were nervous about ger- 
ting in the water. We had a doctor who was 
gave Colin and me something to drink that 
Kept the body temperature high so we 
wouldn't get hypothermia. Then I was wor- 
ried about being naked, doing the scene right 


ONLY IN 
Hoyw: 


Ruben V. 
Nepales 


She says 
he never 
looked 
away from 
her eyes 
while they 
were 
shooting, 
whereas 
most men 
end up 
staring at 
her breasts 


and not dying (laughter). Earlier in my trailer, 
Robert and Colin came over to calm me down. 
No, Iwas not naked in my trailer. Finally ev- 
erybody gave up on me and left. 

“Then it was time to go and do it, which 
took longer because they had to prepare all 
the things. I went, Lets just get it out of the 
way. Finally, I came out in a coat and out 
came Colin, running out naked, dancing like 
ina ballet! I laughed for the firsttime that day, 
which relaxed me. I have been a diver since I 
was 12. I grew up in Coastzacoalcos (Mexico) 
near the water. I feel most comfortable in the 
water. I think it really helped me once got in. 


Shocking cold 

“At first I was shocked by the coldness of 
the water. Then'I felt really at ease. Colin was 
very respectful. Sometimes I have conversa- 
tions with people and I'm dressed and they 
never look at my eyes or they just look at my 
eyes for a second (laughter). They're looking 
a little lower (she looked at her chest to 
demonstrate how some folks' eyes eventually 
stray “down there”). I have to say Mr. Colin 
Farrell never looked away from my eyes while 
we were shooting, which was highly appreci- 
ated.” 

Inher other new movie, “Bandidas,” an ac- 
tion-comedy western, Salma and Penelope 
Cruz keep their clothes on (well, but they are 
dressed sexily). However, they have a scene 
with one lucky dude, Steve Zahn, where he is 
as naked as Colin is in “Ask the Dust.” 

In a separate interview, Steve talked about 
being nude (for three working days!) in front 
of the two loveliest, most alluring Latina ac- 
tresses who play bank robbers. The actors 
credits include “Chicken Little,” “Sahara” and 
a little indie comedy gem, “Happy, Texas,” 
where he is a hoot as an escaped convict pos- 
ing as a beauty pageant expert to avoid being 
caught. He said, “I had to shoot three days 
naked. I play a detective out to capture them 
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New Mariwasa Tiles with Microban Antibacterial 
Protection. Matinding depensa laban sa mga mapanganib 
na germs tulad ng E. Coli, Staphylococcus at Salmonella. 


NON-TOXIC 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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FOXTROT BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


IAM BEWARE MY SONG. MEN "TS SORT OF A 
PETYSSEUS. L We HEAR FT CRASH || WHAT BACKSTREET Boys, 
: THEIR BOATS INTO THE || Sone 'N SYNC AND 
ROCKS AND PERISH. Do GB DEGREES 
$ you MEDLEY. 
sing? ` 
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I'M REALLY RETAINING THAT'S NOT THE ONLY 

CENTER j px so 
Noe AREA “THATS FLOODED ve) ( aaa ee )| "mee ` 
UNIVERSE pal NS NBA ry NAE MALANG 
erem LUE C n 2 DUE 


Nr TP 
Womb With À View 


BABY BLUES 
were Mosr! NOW RANG? fi vou wan To ENON How OLD 
SST (Nor computers? Nove eaters Peau APE, Sust Look, mooch — 


ZO GAMES? “AS THEA WANT TS Us ' 
Moo canes!” |ang wat yu UE ` TODAY THERE'S 


=: Nor A CLOUD 
Cert es IN THE SKY. 


k ( Go) 
OS 
ATOMO AND WEBOY BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 

ONGe UPeN A TiMe | ONCe UPON A "MG | ONCe UPeN A "we [ONCE UPON A TIME 
THeRe WAS A THERE WAS A THeRe WAS AN THeRe WAS Aw 
PRINCESS. | opuncess QUEEN. |pamcess Queen- Leger? QUEN: 


EMPRESS Á eweg HIGH- 
MAINTENANCE GIRL. 


MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
[24] 


HOROSCOPE 


NDA NG lo 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE A aon PANO EuNG TAYo Ze MAINITIN KAHIT Ania 
Punon karpo! 


BUILDINGS NA MÁY ` may HALAMAN ANG ULO MO, 
Tou BORN TODAY Because youre dynamicand energetic, you approach ile wih much physically. Youre en... „HARDIN SA UEY — Diy sA uto? pea 
YOU BORN TODAY: Bocan o Your success is due t your belle in yourself. People often come to depend on PAN MAHIYAIN KA, NAMA! 

tusia ou dont mind this.) Privately, you're quite spiritual. The year ahead is full of exciting, fresh, new beginnings. z d H 
Open any door! MAY MAKAHIYA v. 

Shindate of: Russell Crowe, actor; Bilie Holiday, singer; Jackie Chan, actor. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 

(BR, Ants (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to 22) The Moon ea your 
April 19) This is a ro June 20): Trust your ae um som 
frantic, Ñutatous day “gut level of communi- 


Gach a E E Vou havea EE 

EE ; 

that you can. Enjoy playful activities yourself right now, because memo- makes you emotionally demanding 

with children as well. Ties of the past come to mind. as well. (It's OK to be concemed 
bout yowrseit) 


TAURUS (April 20 to 


May 20): You have an July 22): You wil feei 

opportunity to see just best if familar objects VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Pow. “strongly your Surround you today. You Panga io. med 
habits from the past ae EN 
Control your present ite possessions: You seem m Y 
his is something we al need to to identify with what you own right ime spent by yourself 
learn more about Today is your now. wil give you an opportunity to both 
chance. think and rest your mind. (Sounds 


contradictory, but it's true.) 
Dairy CROSSWORD 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Examine your over- 
‘ACROSS ali goals in ife today. Are 


dis you happy wan the de 

LES rection youre headed? Wnai can 
Vie kreeg e 
E 

10 Roms 

14 Shoe sting SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to KU HWCH! Lam mo 

15 Same mare Nov 21): This is a good SPAR so BAEO KU- 

lum ay day for any Kind of PR 


CANCER (June 21 to 


[4 work or making sales 

18 Mardi Gras presentations to the 

20 Water public. You're not afraid to be in the 
transportation public eye. (Plus, VIPs are im- 
‘option š pressed.) 

22 Sawyer or 
lane 

23 Cordon _ 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
za Supernans Git & Soo Dec 21) masa 
iaa o geod day io getin touch 
mal onde Rom other culures whocan LOVEKNOTS BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
Beg teach you something. 
34 Mothers of KUNG IKAW AY MAGYAYAYA SA INA- DIGEKONA Maps.” 
FE ANAK MONG “TWD YEARS OLD NA, "/ ( awwê GUST. MING 
35 Track shape e gege 22 IS LANG NAKITA ULI AHI z eere 


31 Uo swabs to Jan. 19): Whatever IC KA NGA SA BATA). 25 


wil ` €?! 
ZER ee UMANDA KAZ o A 
ee 


H 


Hershisor emotionally or more in- 

tensely. This could 
make you rather possessive about 
what you own or your close friends. 


40 Harden 
41 Cub ees 
42 Dieters target 
44 Cause dong 
tres att 9 Dettors keters 
p AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
a ML oS By Feb. 18): Cose fends 
48 Norwegian “WASH vw and pannes are more 
saint 12 Cobol mount d 
49 Poultry ege 13 Eye probem n fact, 
Siege — 19 Rovees a ient rather protective ‘about someone. BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 
56 Restaurat — 21 Tal lols. Be patient because conficts with 
ubelem — 24 Droopy rs cou 7 
50 Medical shot? 25 Siges q EI ve maa ap 
LI DEI Faces (uh MOGTO~-TWO-! PA! 
Lake formed by 27 Great reviews . 19 to AS Ero ... NAG ONE- 
28 Over March 20): You find it e 
29 ote mark o asy to put your own in- x PELE NG LONG CKO: 
50 One of The 41 Blackmore 51 School orgs- ferests second today. P 
rsch Zäre heroine 52 Uke a coyote You want to please 
64 Speaks m ani S p Seotishtilsde 53 uniedonmal someone. In fact, you feel joy doing 
tally sysem 45 Usesacrane 54 Desewe â job correct, whether you gel 
05 "AuidLang "32 Braw 4b Solestyear 55 Wal SL qas credi for tòr not. 
37 Quektest 47 Bonkers 57 Leners for 
DOWN 3a Pon begining? 49 Good buddy? — motor homes 
1 AGY Gumess 39 Gets po bener 50 Geht 5a Leters rom 
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FRIDAY APRILT,2006 7 I ENTERTAINMENT 
Of ‘Idol’ relatives and cheer leaders 


LOS ANGELES—A SEAT IN THE 


studio audience for “Ameri- HA N 2 

am Mol hee, bt CHER P 3 wi ADVENTURE BIER SNEAK 
contestants’ family, CHEER s š; PA s 

members and friends are oy y [ 4 

panga pice to ina ËACTO| LIVE! Ka J3Previews 


moral support to their fa- et. the 


u c dag SA EAST SIDE Robinsons Movieworld 


S alleria » ermita e metro east 
hotel costs, Clyde Pickler Sr is getting by with a irs ga € A 
little help from friends, and Kenneth Daughtrys Sai Summer Concert Series $ novaliches « pioneer « imus * lipa 
boss gave him time off and paid his way from Sta. rosa  dasmarifias e angeles 
Virginia, JIMMY BONDOC & U TURN â starmills, pampanga e bacolod 


‘Hundley said it is worth the weekly trips from 3 Ë: i 
Atlanta to the soundstage at CBS Television City April 7, 2006 and iloilo 


in Los Angeles to see her stepdaughter, Mandisa, 
perform each Tuesday on Fox's hit series and to Ee Fin bod-Cliy APRIL 10 to 12 
s š ow starts £z 

kaa BREAK: ey qp EE. NAA " OPENS on APRIL 15 

"T get to watch my daughter live my dreams,” e v S Jee 
said Hundley, a church choir soloist. TWO t HE HILLS HAVE EYES M SH Cu ^ 

“Hey, you want to sponsor me?" she joked, af- EAS OD — AP Pag” For SCREENING SCHEDULES, 

pos pis. call our CINEMA ACCESS: 
d 635-5555 or vist us at: 


www.robinsonsmovieworidoom 


Wel 
DIGITAL 


pod 3 
. 


7 
METRO MANILA THEATERS ASSOCIATION” 


E Rodrigues Jr. Ave IC-5) Quezon City 


ne bow] 


ddo «ch 
BUCKY'S wife, left, and Mandisa's stepmomur 


ASIC INSTINCT 2 
687-6963 


. 
ED SEATS 

ter hearing that Daughtry, brother of contestant GUARANTEED SEX DI = 
Chris Daughtry, had received financial help from. . 
. 

. 

D 

D 

D 


B. 3110.550.830, 11.08 


ryg A 


k Yk RK OF eR e ace 


his employer and co-workers at a sawmill in 
Blackstone, Virginia. NG SEBWENG 

‘Kenneth, sail his brothers wife, Deanna, amer E013] SIRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UF 
Hi Sg SE na IT'S. AMERICAN PIE” MEETS 

ar 0 ` ra 
‘McLeansville, North Carolina. THE 40 YEAR-OLD: VIRGIN 

Pickler, grandfather of finalist Kellie Pickler of = 
Albemarle, North Carolina, is a semiretired elec- » x 
trician and only had to worry about Kellie's dog : J d (Et hy Wah, Et 
back home. (The pooch is being tended by his f s fik TH 
girlfriend, Clyde Pickler said.) 

He is staying at a Howard Johnson hotel near lam) wwen 
the airport and friends have helped out with the 
cost, he said. But he has been using taxis to ferry Ë 3 dam venom 
him the long distances around the city “and that 4 a 
gets kind of expensive,” he said. : BANDDAS | 39m MERGER 

Neither Daughtry nor Pickler is in pricey digs: 
a room at Howard Johnson goes for about $90, 
while Daughtry’s hotel, the Tradewinds, lists 
rates from $39.99 to $79. 


5 e [las m 
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THE WILL HAVEEYES Rem 


— 
a Sanam — 

ans unos 

(llus adre WL. Fa. eme 

Elliott Yamin's mother, Claudette, who said 
she left behind “my volunteer work and maybe a 
dead battery in my car” in Richmond, Virginia, 
has been crashing with various friends in the Los 
Angeles area. 

“Someone asked me have I pinched myself 
yet,” said Claudette. “I said, no, Fm afraid to. Its 
like a dream. I'm very proud of my son.” ` 

Bucky Covington's wife, Crystal, had come m. 
out from Rockingham, North Carolina, fora two- £ T Ge 
"week stay earlier in the contest but now wants to TEO wd 
stick it out. The emergency-department nurse BROKEBACK THEKARATE LONGEST SATURDAY A 
Sad understanding employers gave her the OK. Mountain. CAMP oe wem San ae ett om wë, 

“Td just taken a week to come back out for the From Producer ADAM SANDLER So Kio Hara yl UT “Me nILLS HAVEEYES 
show and they said, ‘No, this is a once-ina-life- | e m Cinema 2000 Waltermart Makati | Dam... THEMILLHAVEEVES 
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D] on TENIS HAVE EVES 
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D 

time thing. Just take a leave of absence and ES ? 3 N wass Center, Cina Racer. cr. | 2080 MONENTSOFLONE | Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 

E . 
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Toma ` GRANOMA'S BOY 


VFOR VENDETIA 


BE CHINESETHULSTORY | Movie Theatres of the ew Milenium 


Blue Wave | "Erud 


komne ULTRAVIOLET 


come back when you're ready,” Covington said. fats ran Pa del Pias Malat Ise eu ran) tel. (049) 4117146 
“TIL go home, I guess, when I run out of money.” Rëm 4mm 
Lynn ber AP 


RESERVED [i MOMENTS OF LOVE 
= c ww 


Isetann Cinerama Complex Recto 


tel 7234228 | Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 


ICEAGE2 |. (Urdaneta t075) 568.6771 
‘MOMENTS OF LOVE mu ° ded 


moments oF Love |l sio Mommas HOUSE 
THE MILL HAVEEYES wem EE |Z MOMENTS OF LOVE 
chaNDNAS BOY Um V FOR VENDETTA 


BASIC INSTINCT 


ABOUT MOMENTS OF LOVE! 


CERTIFIED BOX OFFICE HIT! 


N Mages | Cinema 2000 Metrotown 
Hem tel 533.3051 533.3856 (Tarlac) tel (045) 982.1729 
SHAGGY O08 

vent moments EE 

Wéi 


She lives inti 1 Je thé present... 
— lafy the bounds of imet 


‘MOMENTS OF LOVE NORTH COUNTRY 


2 
isséshoeng) tel ausis | 3 AEON FLUX 
4 NAGAAPOY NA DAGAT 


3 moments OF LOVE Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
š (Pode el 7863320 
4 mue se Fon RENOVATION n [rn 
sede AN AISIA 2 MOMENTS | nece 
asic msm? Sam VENOM 

5 dcin (Pasay) tel 833.3280 833.3214 


metropolis mowewrsorLove | Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
star tema] 2 THE HILLS HAVE EYES (Gapan) 
CHINESE TALL STORY 

oe 1 em 

— momens OFLOVE 
MAN URN POE Center Mall Cinema 
Bago ene, agen enu 

aasiesmer2 E (04453401 Lianas Cinema 

1 m (as 11640.4748 


2 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE Lo 
VENON 


Jade Cinema ii i 
eges ct) to (0457883001 u 03 dëm Cinema 
awe. LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 
"a ses Fam Tt 
; 
B ULTRAVIOLET [is ‘DEVILS IN THE DEEP 
jew — emori Lianas MovieCity 
4 siones HOUSE oia) t pe 545.7202 
qus P The HILLS NYE EYES 
Cine Nepo | 2 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 
venon 


MOMENTS OF LOVE 


NAG MPOY NA DAGAT 
VFORVENDETTA | gawge cy) te ener | 3o TCEAGE? 
1 woMENTS OF LOVE 
maen 15 ‘ULTRAVIOLET 
MOMENTS OF LOVE RESERVED 


zeng = “a Mall 

res RESERVED Fiesta World Mal 

can Nga Fon VENDETTA 

PACIFIC HALLI | Gee main vue: 

EN 1 SERVED mem 

CINEMAGIC ||? zeen moments OF LOVE 
Saal | =s PRESERVED 

MOMENTS OFLOVE Le Lin Berma Cinema 

VEO VENDETTA Centre Plaza Cinema | (ri) t 8782030/879:229 

RESERVED ghe ete KA BASIC INSTICNT-2 


RESERVED wei E NADAAPOY NA DAGAT 
$6 BLOCKS 


Faye ihe er design A wonderful, beautiful movie.” 
even the mood of the Bm contributed heavily Sharon Cuneta 
sa taas ng production value 
Dinne Erece (umbok 
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Text MOMENTS ON to 4627 for Smart / Talk “N Text or 2364 for Globe / Sun 


N ITS 2ND WE MOU ERARE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE ` 
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DAWN Zulueta 


CALL IT SUPERSTITION. 
The box office success of 
Let the Love Begin” 
last year and, cur- 
rendy “Mo- 
ments of 
Love,” got 
GMA ‘Network 
Films execu- 
tives thinking: 
these two 
movie have a com- 
mon lucky charm? 
How about this, accord- 
ing to one exec: "In the 
posters of both movies, the 
lead actresses’ (Angel Loc- 
sin and Iza Calzado) eyes 
are closed. Baka Yun!” 


Busy babe 
More on Angel-Iza: Angel's up to her 
neck in work, so Iza is taking her place as 
Robin Padilla's leading lady in Unitel Pic- 
tures “Blackout.” 


Rustom's choice 

Rustom Padilla was offered the gay 
role in the film adaptation of Carlo 
Verga's comic book, “Zsa Zsa 
Zatumnah.” He said 
he'd rather direct the 
movie than star init. 

Wow, taray! 


Which Dawn? 
Fans of Dawn Zulueta, brace your- 
self for her next TV role: She plays 
the housemaid Amy—in grubby getup, nat- 
urally—in the fifth season of “Love to 
Love," on GMA 7. 


RUSHES 


Cristine Reyes 

Ara Mina's feisty little sister Cristine 
Reyes, who turned 18 in February, trans- 
forms into sexy actress in “Apoy sa Dibdib 
ng Samar.” Her leading man is Pampanga 
Governor Mark Lapid. 


Awkward silence 

Silence was tightlipped Jennifer Anis- 
tor's response on Tuesday's “Today” show 
when asked about the latest rumor that 
Oprah Winfrey is planning to host 
an $8 million wed- 477 
ding for her and Han 
beau vince a x 
Vaughn. i 

Ka 


Cameron wins 
A judge 
awarded Cameron 
Diaz $650,000 in 
damages in a civil 
lawsuit 
against a pho- 
tographer d 
Wo took BEI 
topless >, 
photos of 
the actress 
when she was 19 
and later tried to 
sell them back to 
her for $3.5 mil- 
lion. 


JENNIFER 
Aniston (left) 
and Cameron 
Diaz 
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By Alexis L. Loinaz 
Contributor 


stick, the funniest thing about 

Jim Carrey is, when you meet 
him in person, he's anything but hy- 
per. He comes across more like the pensive 
Everyman in “The Truman Show” than the 
cartoonish wacko in “The Mask'—someone 
more prone to contemplating the meaning of 
life than making funny faces. 

Inquinen Entertainment interviewed the 
actor recently in New York City. But if there's 
asingle thing that Jim Carrey has built his ca- 
reer on, it's the ability to pull surprises. You 
can bet he still has a few tricks up his sleeve 

His latest trick was “Fun With Dick and 
Jane,” a social satire based on the little-seen 
1977 film of the same name starring Jane Fon- 
da and George Segal. In it, Carrey plays a suc- 
cessful corporate type who loses his job when 
his company crashes and burns in an Enron- 
like embezzlement scandal. 

To keep up their high-maintenance 
lifestyle, Carreys character and his wife, 
played by Tea Leoni, resort to a life of petty 
crime. They rob coffeehouses, stick up folks at 
ATM machines and steal their neighbors 
plants (go figure). 

“There was a lot that was special about that 
role,” Carrey says on this gloomy winter after- 
noon in a suite at the Waldorf-Astoria in mid- 
town Manhattan. “There was a political un- 
dertone, social satire. It [was about] dealing 
with a very serious issue in a funny way. And 
that's my job: to give people relief from a real- 
ly nasty problem." 


Soft-spoken 

In person, Jim Carrey looks exactly how 
you'd expect him to look, scaled down about 
10 notches. Unseen is the screwball energy, 
the hyperkinetic persona. Instead, you get a 
disarmingly muted and soft-spoken guy. 

‘The 44-year-old actor looks somewhat 
tired. However, this doesn't prevent him from 
being polite and sincere, the antithesis of his 
zany characters. Then again, you realize that 
the only character he's really playing right 
now is, well, Jim Carrey. 

"There's a lot of good ideas out there [that] 
Tve never done before,” he notes: “In (“Dick 
and Jane”), it was the idea of being with a 
woman and having a buddy thing going on 
that was attractive thing to me—somebody 
who would stand toe to toe with me and have 
a cool, ridiculous domestic thing going on." 

His co-star Leoni has said, “I think he's the 
Jerry Lewis of our generation. You should see 
‘what he can do with his body. 

Heaps of praise are nothing new to Carrey, 
but he's still happy to get them. Still, for a man 
who blew open superstar salaries with his 
jaw-dropping $20 million paycheck for 1996's 
“The Cable Guy.” Carrey appears to have a re- 
freshingly humble, level-headed perspective 
on fame and fortune. Since he broke into the 
mainstream with “Ace Ventura: Pet Detective” 

1995, his films have made—are you sitting 
down, reader?—over $3.2 billion worldwide. 

‘Ask about his success, though, and Carrey 
starts to sounds less like the Sultan of Slap- 
stick than the Guru of Good Vibes 

“Money's nice to have,” he says. “But... it- 
comes because you have a certain belief sys- 


F OR ALLHIS FAMOUS SLAP- ` 
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“My job is to give 
people relief 
from really nasty 
problems’ 


JIM CARREY 
onscreen... 


tem, because you feel the world is abundant 
and you start working toward getting good at 
things.” 

Its been a long way for the Canadian-bom 
comedian, who says he once worked as janitor 
ata truck-rim-making factory at 16 because his 
father was out of a job. At the time, he went to 
school during the day and worked nights mop- 
ping floors and cleaning sinks. 

There's an oft-told story that, right before 
he hit the big time, Carrey wrote himself a 
check for $10 million and post-dated it four 


years later, to set the 
bar high for himself. 
Turns out, the story is 
true. 
“1 post-dated it Thanks- 
giving, 1995,” he says. “It 
asn't about the money. I never 
wanted to be the highest-paid any- 
thing; that was never my goal. I knew 
if 1 was making that [much] money, 
then I'd be doing the kind of projects 1 
wanted to do.” 

These days, Carrey is happy to have 
stretched his range, shuttling between 
high-minded fare like “Eternal Sun- 

shine of the Spotless Mind” and pop- 
corn commodities like "How. 
Grinch Stole Christmas.” 
‘Every once in a while I sit back 
and go, What have I done?” he says. 
“And then you start thinking of 
what you've accomplished. I'm 
really proud of that. But Tm 
just as proud of ‘Dumb 
and Dumber’ as 1am of 
Eternal Sunshine.” 
Carreys — also 
proud to have 
stayed out of 
the tabloids’ 
warpath, 
While the actor was briefly media fodder for 
his high-profile dalliances with Renee Zell- 
weger and Lauren Holly, he has—surprising- 
ly, for the most part—steered clear of tabloid 
infamy, which is a minor miracle in Holly- 
wood. 

“My love live will never be for sale,” he in- 
sists. “People can speculate all they want, but 
it wil never the thing I use to promote,my- 
self? í 


Dead serious ” d 

For Carrey, what's important is to exploreya 
more a substantial life without falling into the 
trivial trappings of celebrity. It may make him 
sound like a New Age sage, but he's dead seri- 
ous when he says this. 

"My life is like an experiment,” he says, and 
starts to laugh. “Tve read about different spir- 
itual philosophies, ve been stoned; I've been 
all those things. Tm like, Lets sit and try to ex- 
pand our consciousness and see if I can feel 
that the tree is really my foot! I really love that 
kind of stuff. It sounds psychotic.” 

Carrey suddenly becomes strangely stil 
“People go, Aren't you afraid of losing things 
and what you've got? When I'm in the right 
mind, Igo, I can't ose anything. Because even 
if you take it away from me, I still have it. The 
money's always been a symptom of trying re- 
ally hard to do the best work can." 


(E-mail: alexisloinaz@gmailcom) 


Salma: Colin ‘respectful’ in our nude scene... 


but they capture me instead. 
They are dressed like hookers. 
When they get me, Tm butt 
naked. They tie me onto a bed 
and blackmail me. I find out that 
they're kind of Robin Hoods. I 
join ranks with them and we rob 


banks together.” 
Very funny 


Steve, who can’t ever be mis- 
taken for Colin, deadpanned, 
“They have a crush on my charac- 
terand I pay no attention to them. 
because I have a fiancée back in 
New York.” When laughter broke, 
Steve quipped, “Yes, 


funny” 


Added the actor, who must 
have considered his paycheck for 
"Bandidas" simply a bonus, an af- 
“Throughout 
movie Salma and Penelope have 
this competition—it's 
much about me as about them 
doing the better kiss, and I just 
happen to be the recipient.” 


terthought 


the gorgeous ex of Tom Cruise. 
“Penelope and I have been very 
good friends for eight years now,” 
said the Oscar Best Actress nomi- 
nee for her portrayal of artist Fri- 
da Kahlo in “Frida.” “We wanted 
to do something together. We did 
this movie and our relationship, 
which has been great, got even 
better through the filming. We 
have a lot of things in common 
and yet we are very different in 
many ways. It was an unforget- 
table experience. We have great 
chemistry” 

Steve may disagree but to 
Salma, this is the great thing 
about “Bandidas": “I think the best 
thing in the movie is the interac- 
tion between the Penelope and 
me. I play a very rich girl. She 
plays a very poor girl. We get to- 
gether for a cause. Our characters 
initially dont like each oth- 
er-theyre completely different 
but they become partners for a 
cause. 


that’s very 


the 


not as 


When asked if he was a reluc- 


tant participant in all that, Steve 
replied with a sheepish smile, 


“Yes.” We'll repeat it 


is a lucky chap. He's grateful to 


writers Luc Besson 


French director is also the pro- 
ducer) and Robert Mark Kamen 
for writing those scenes and to 
the movie's two (yes, two) Nor- 
wegian directors, Joachim Roen- 
ning and Espen Sandberg for 


casting him. 


Back to Salma—she rhap 
sodized over her friendship with 


4 


Sour humor 

In an earlier interview, Pene- 
lope also harped on her friendship 
with Salma. The Spanish actress 
gushed, “Just to see each other 
dressed like that, with the guns, 
doing all the action together, and 
going through a lot of training was 
a great experience. We were to- 
gether the whole time, supporting 
each other. We spent four months 
together in Mexico. I think the 
movie is going to be very funny.” 

Penelope Jet slip the playful on- 


Steve Zahn 


(the noted 
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PENELOPE Cruz and Salma Hayek 


set one-upmanship between the 
two Latina actresses and their two 
Norwegian directors. "They are 
very talented, smart and fun- 
ny—kind of a very sour humor,” 
she says of Joaquim and Espen. 
“We got along very well with 
them. They would speak Norwe- 
gian to decide what notes they 
were going to give us for the next 
day, So Salma and ! would do the 
same thing in Spanish. And it was 
so much the opposite of what they 
wanted to achieve that they were 
annoyed by that sometimes. Be- 
cause she and I were always a 
team. We always know what the 
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STEVE Zahn, one lucky dude. 


other one is thinking. But Pm sure 
that they prefer that than the oth- 
er way. They were great to work 
with. They didn't like us speaking 
Spanish in a comer and planning 
stupid things for the next day 


(laughter)." 


Steve was more succinct on his 
experience with a truly intema- 
tional cast and crew. “It was 
crazy" he declared. "French Luc 


represented by another Filipino- 
American, Peter McHugh of The 
Gotham Group in LA. Peter cur- 
rently manages them both. He 
was born here in the US to a Fil- 
ipino mother [Alice] and an Trish- 
American father. Peter is the 
nephew of the late Senator Rene 
Cayetano (my brother) and hence 
the first cousin of TV director Lino 
Cayetano.” 


Besson was the produces, with 


Norwegian directors and a French 
and Mexican crew. It was great, 
but there was a litle language 
barrier. Tm usually very talkative 
on the set, but I was pretty quiet 


on this one.” 


Well, did he learn Spanish from 
Salma and Penelope? “Pequefio,” 
he stated with a smile, Why? “You 
know what, I feel so bad. In high 
school, you got the choice: you 
can either leam a language like 
Spanish, which might be a good 
thing to learn; do homework; or 
you could go to wood shop class. I 
chose to go to wood shop with my 
buddies and have no homework. 
At the time, I thought that was a 
linde better. Now I regret it, but I 
still make a good bookcase!” 


From our e-mail box 
ALICE Cayetano McHugh, re- 
acting to our column on “Cavite” 
inning 
IFC/Someone To Watch Award at 
the Indie Spirit Awards: "I thought. 
it may be interesting to note that 
both filmmakers Ian Gamazon 
and Neill Dela Liana are being 


filmmakers 


Bessie reports 

FROM Bessie Badilla, our new 
cyberspace friend: "I watched Ang 
Pagdadalaga ni (The Blossoming 
of) Maximo Oliveros? at the MoMa 
(The Museum of Modem Art in 
New York) Theater last night. 
Ganda! It was sold out and I was 
surprised to see a lot of foreigners 
in the audience. I expected an all- 
Pinoy-gay crowd. Before the 
movie started, a MoMa committee 
member spoke about how six of 
them saw and enjoyed the movie 
during separate occasions; then 
unanimously voted for the film to 
be presented at the prestigious 
New Directors/New Films Festival 
in New York. This piece of infor- 
mation said a lot about the film. 1 
can't wait to see more of Michiko 
Yamamoto's screenplays to be 
tumed into films. I also enjoyed 
her "Magnifico. 1 could not hear 
most of Auraeus’ speech before 
the movie except for the last line: 
“We may be poor, but not in spirit” 
Bravo!” 

(Email the columnist at 
rinepales 5585@yahoo.com.) 
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Shares close 1.02% higher 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY 
closed up 1.02 percent, hitting 
their highest levels in nearly sev- 
en years, led by market leader Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone (PLOT), dealers said. 
They said gains in most regional markets 
STOCKS/BS 


“Gov't urged to curb peso gains ; 


_.” PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


i 
E 

MAGBAYAD NG ; 
TAMANG BUWIS, 


baga ang April 17 dein. 


zz 


Website: www.inq7money.net 


» BUSIN! 


| ` Editor Raul O. Marcelo e Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 
Text us your feedback: inquirer biz name/agelily/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr business 


4 


Experts warn people’s purchasing power will be compromised * 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


ECONOMISTS ARE URGING 
monetary authorities to keep a 
tight watch on the rapidly ap- 
preciating peso, warning that 
the unimpeded rise of the cur- 
rency may cause extensive dam- 
age to domestic industries. 

‘According to Dr. Felipe M. Medalla, Univer- 
sity of the Philippines economics professor 
and former economic planning secretary, the 
government should keep the peso within the 
range of 51-53 to the US dollar if it hopes to 
keep the viability of the exports sector, partic- 
ularly firms engaged in the manufacture of 
food, furniture and other durable goods. 

There are over 4 million Filipinos currently 
employed in this sector alone. 

“This is the downside the competitiveness 
of local exporting industries and call centers 
.. the purchasing power of overseas Filipino 

GovT/B2 


BANKABLE SMILES 

“The top guns of one of the country's biggest banks, (from left) Fernando Zobel de Ayala, Aurelio Montinola ll 

and Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala, share a light moment during the annual stockholders’ meeting of the Bank of 
Philippine Islands, held at the Hotel Intercontinental in Makati City. (See story on Page 84.) — | 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE EMPLOYERS CONFEDERATION 
of the Philippines yesterday blasted a 
proposed law in Congress that re- 
quires a firm to maintain a workforce 
where four of five employees are reg- 
ular in status. 

Ecop president Rene Y. Soriano 
said House Bill No. 3338, which also 
prohibits the subcontracting of jobs, 
was “violative of the constitutional 


Ki 


bet 


rights of employers.” 

“While it is true that security of 
tenure is a constitutionally guaran- 
teed right of the employees, it does 
not mean perpetual employment for 
the employee,” Soriano said. 

He added that while the law also 
affords protection for the employee, 
it does not allow “oppression or d 
struction” of an employer. 

Soriano also said that an owner of 
a business enterprise is given consid- 
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erable leeway in managing his busi- 
ness because it is deemed important 
to society as a whole that he suc- 
ceeds. 

“Our law, therefore, recognizes cer- 
tain rights as inherent in the manage- 
ment of business enterprises," he said. 

As for the prohibition against sub- 
contractors, Soriano said the bill would 
in effect outiaw all forms of contracting 
and outsourcing, a means which many 
companies use to attain cost efficiency. 
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Management in agriculture 


By Ernesto M. Ordonez 


EVERY TUESDAY at 7:30 
a.m., about 20 chief execu- 
tives would gather and dis 
cuss crucial agricultural is- 
sues of the day. 

‘An expert on the topic to 
be discussed would usually 
join them in their discus- 
sions. 

These men and women 
constitute the core group of 
the Management Association 
of the Philippines-Agribusi- 
ness and Countryside Devel- 
opment Foundation (MAP- 
ABCD). 

‘Among those regularly at- 
tending the meetings are Ra- 
mon lluso- 
rio of Multi- 
national In- 
vestment — Bancorporation, 
Victorio Amante of GUADIX 
Land Corp., George Drysdale 
of Marsman-Drysdale Group, 
and former Science and Tech- 
nology Secretary Ceferino 
Folloseo. 


Crucial meeting 

During their last meeting 
two days ago, the group met 
with leaders of the mother or- 
ganization, the Management 
Association of the Philippines 
(MAP). MAP is composed ex- 
clusively of current and for- 
mer chief executive officers of 
organizations from different 
economic sectors. Among 
those present were MAP pres- 
ident Evelyn Singson of e- 
Business Services, and Frank 
Eizmendi, former San Miguel 
Corp. president. 

Because of the praisewor- 
thy work of the MAP-ABCD 
under Tlusorio and Amante 
over the past year, a decision 
was made to firm up the rela- 
tionship between MAP-ABCD 
and MAP in order to harness 
the management expertise 
resources of other MAP sec- 
tors and further strengthen 
the MAP-ABCD's thrust in 
countryside development. 

During that meeting, sev- 
eral instances of good man- 
agement insights from the 
MAP-ABCD were cited and 
‘communicated to the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (DA). But 
these recommendations were 
unfortunately lost because of 
the DAs many priorities. 

An Alyansa Agrikultura 
leader said that he and his 
group had the same experi- 
ence. 


Engaging DA 
Like MAPABCD, the 
Alyansa would forward their 


Efforts .. 


From page BI 

workers are, in the long term, 
now compromised,” Medalla 
yesterday said. 

According to Medalla, 
the peso's gains may have 
improved the country's fis- 
cal position, but it must 
end at some point, and 
should not breach the P51 
level. 

“The problem with the 
rapid peso appreciation is 
thatithas been very drastic... 
exporters are not given 
enough time to adjust,” said 
Cielito Habito of the Ateneo 
School of Economics during a 
forum of the Philippine Eco- 
nomics Society held last 
Wednesday. “The peso's gain 
is now affecting their com- 
petitiveness.” 

Habito said that foreign 
investors may have been 
bullish with the peso's re- 
bound, but so far, only port- 
folio ` investments have 
poured in only for the short 
term. 

Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
president Sergio Ortiz-Luis 
Jr. said that the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas would have 
to intervene soon to slow 
down the peso's continuing 
rise. 

If the export industry 
wants to stay afloat, the peso 
must stay within the 52:51 
level, Ortiz-Luis said. 

“Finance officials and the 
national treasury can pre- 
vent further appreciation of 
the peso simply by borrow- 
ing more in peso,” Medalla 
said. 
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recommendations to the DA 
through position papers and 
sporadic meetings. Likewise, 
many of these recommenda- 
tions would not be addressed 
appropriately. 

Since the Alyansa, with its 
39 federations and organiza- 
tions, represents all the agri- 
cultural sectors, its leaders 
tried another approach. They 
volunteered to join each DA 
group that dealt with different 
sectors. In addition, they were 
able to include farmer leaders 
in the Philippine delegation to 
the World Trade Organization. 
(WTO) ministerial meeting in 
Hong Kong last year. 

The DA responded favor- 
ably to these. 
initiatives. 
Today, farm- 
ers get to air their concerns 
freely because there are 
Alyansa representatives 
working in each DA sectoral 
group. in addition, farmer 
leaders actively participate in 
an ongoing monitoring and 
management process that 
makes sure that the farmers’ 
concerns are addressed and 
followed up. 

For the DA to best serve the 
farmers’ interests, two things 
need to be addressed. The 
first is that the DA provides 
the farmers with what they 
themselves say they need, 
and not what the DA some- 
times unilaterally decides up- 
on. This is addressed by the 
Alyansa representatives in 
each DA sectoral group. 


The importance 
of management 

But if the delivery system 
for the proposals drawn up 
‘would be mismanaged, then 
the accurate identification of 
solutions becomes close to 
useless. This is where the 
‘management expertise of or- 
ganizations like MAP-ABCD 
come in. 

‘An example illustrates this 
point: From 1986 to 1999, 
the DA appropriately identi- 
fied the use of certified seeds 
as an important solution to 
the rice shortage problem. 

However, because of man- 
agement's shortcomings, cer- 
tified seed usage stagnated 
for 13 years—grains were 
harvested in only 300,000 of 
the allotted .42 million 
hectares. 

1n 2000, then DA Secretary 
Edgardo Angara infused 
P600 million to support this 
program. 

The result was a doubling 
of seed usage to 700,000 


hectares. Unfortunately, the 
next year, P150 million was 
cut from the budget. Several 
DA officials predicted a corre- 
sponding decrease in certi- 
fied seed usage. 

‘They were wrong. 

With a new management 
procedure in place, under 
Rice Program director Fran- 
cisco Malabanan, seed usage 
more than doubled to 1.5 
million hectares, resulting in 
record rice yields and ü 
creased farmer incomes. 

The new management 
methods utilized were sim- 
ple. For the first time, weekly 
monitoring of performance 
was published weekly across 
the country. With a new re- 
ward and punishment system 
in place, with prizes going to 
the top performers, a partici- 
panes pride in work is 
thought to have been a key 
motivator behind the in- 
creased yield. The person's 
performance appears in the 
‘weekly publication, 


Doing things right 

For instance, a female DA 
regional director in Bicol 
used to be at the bottom of 
the list. But when her name 
continued to be there, she 
tried out new systems, such 
as getting local government 
involvement. She eventually 
emerged at the top of the list, 
showing to all, through the 
weekly publication, that she 
could succeed, 

As the DA welcomes 
 Alyansa's involvement to bet- 
ter identify the farmers’ 
needs as they themselves see 
it, itis hoped that the agency 
will also welcome MAP- 
ABCD's involvement to im- 
prove the management of the 
service delivery system to 
meet these needs. 

I is not only important to 
do the right things (identify- 
ing the appropriate solutions 
to identified needs), but also 
to do things right (using the 
best management systems to 
implement these solutions). 

‘This is where management 
expertise found in organiza- 
tions like the MAP-ABCD can 
contribute significantly to the 
DA and, consequently, our 
agricultural development. 

(The author is Agriwatch 
chair; former Cabinet secretary 
for presidential flagship pro- 
‘grams and projects, and former 
undersecretary of agriculture 
and trade and industry. For in- 
quiries and suggestions, email 
‘agriwatchphil@yahoo.com or 
telefax 02-8514954.) 


ATR Kim-Eng to vote 
US fund’s stake in PSE 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


AN INVESTMENT AFFILIATE 
of American fund Equinox 
Partners LP will vote its 8.5- 
percent stake in the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange through 
broker ATR Kim-Eng Securi- 
ties, during the bourse's an- 
mual stockholders meeting 
and board elections on Satur- 
day base sources said. 

Last year, an affiliate of 
Equinox Partners bought PSE 
shares from Singaporean in- 
vestment firm Kim Eng 
Group, the sources said. 

The Equinox Group, 
through global custodian 
Goldman Sachs and local cus- 
todian Standard Chartered 
Bank, had assigned its prox- 
ies to ATR Kim-Eng Securities 
for Saturday's stockholders’ 
‘meeting and elections. 

Other institutions expect- 
ed to vote their shares on Sat- 
urday are the retirement 
funds of Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. Group, 
the San Miguel Corp. group 
and state pension fund Gov- 
emment Service and Insur- 
ance System. 

Inquirer also learned that 
the PSE had validated the 
proxies assigned to ATR Kim- 
Eng Securities. 

PSE director William Ang, 
who is among those nominat- 
ed for this year's elections, 
had questioned the valid: 
tion by the PSE corporate sec- 
retary of the proxy executed 


Y 


in favor of ATR Kim-Eng. Ang 
cited insufficient documents 
submitted by Stanchart as re- 
quired by the nominations 
and elections committee. 

‘Ang dispelled talk that his 
move was politically motivat- 
ed. "IF we have a rule, we 
should follow it and apply it 
toall stockholders.” 

Of the PSEs total board 
seats, seven will be occupied 
by stockbrokers and eight by 
private sector nominees, Big 
broker nominees—or those 
with capital of more than 
P500 million—are PSE direc- 
tors Vivian Yuchengco, Robert 
Coyiuto Jr. and William Ang of 
Astra Securities Corp., Eddie 
Gobing of Lucky Securities, 
Alejandro Yu of RS. Lim & 
Co., Myron Timothy Papa of 
Papa Securities, Edwin Luy of 
‘Triton Securities Corp., Mari- 
ta Limlingan of Regina Securi- 
ties and Conrado Bate of Ci- 
tisecOnline. 

For the small broker cate- 
gory, nominated are Francis- 
co Villaroman of Securities 
Specialists Inc., Rodolfo Cruz 
of HK Securities and Joseph 
Roxas of Eagle Equities. 

Non-broker directors nom- 
inated are Anabelle Chua of 
the Philippine Long Distance. 
Telephone Co. Group and 
Amor lliscupidez of the San 
Miguel Corp. Group. Roy 
Joseph Rafols was also nomi- 
mated to represent the inter- 
est of the Government Ser- 
vice and Insurance System, 
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BSP maintains key overnight rates 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas yesterday kept its key 
overnight interest rates steady for 
the sixth straight month given the 
favorable impact of the peso ap- 
preciation and softening oil 
prices on the country's inflation. 
The Monetary Board main- 
tained the BSP's overnight bor- 
rowing rate at 7.5 percent and 
lending rate at 9.75 percent, not- 


Investment Funds of 


Weal Bulder Wealth Secure 


April 3,2006 


ing that prevailing conditions for 
consumer prices gave it enough 
room to keep the key policy rates 
steady inthe near term, 

“In particular, the recent eas- 
ing of oil prices and the continued 
stability of the peso should help 
keep inflation pressures in check 
in the near term,” BSP officer-in- 
charge Nestor Espenilla Jr. said. 
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UNIT PRICES 
(in Php) 


March 27,2006 


Fixed Income Fund 


1.160854 


Balanced Fund 


1.148596 


1.152685 
1.143612 


Equity Fund 


“122206 


1424576 | 


Tase investment funds aro specie to variable We surance contracts and are not considered 
‘Total nds te Insurance product are reguated by the insurance Commission: 


“The weekly unit prices are also arable at wwwwinsubsrifecomph, 


Simply Delightful: 
The Amenities at 
East of Galleria 


Like a Swiss mint chocolate, it is 
impeccably different and simply irre- 
sistible - the 4th level amenity zone at 
East of Galleria, that is. Offering a 
tasteful difference and romanticized 
feeling that even select connoisseurs 
will find hard to resist. Nothing could 
be better. 

A new lifestyle set amidst at the 
heart of Ortigas Center, East of Galle- 
ria's amenity zone is a sight to be- 
hold, with its sheer size of 853 sqm 
area equivalent to two NBA-sized 
basketball courts - the whole amenity 
area can be had for just an investment 
of 38 sqm or a one-bedroom unit. 
Marvel at the videoke rooms, 9-Ball 
Billiards, Poker Games, Darts, Wi-Fi 
use, Fitness Center, Landscaped Gar- 
dens, Jogging Path, Swimming Pool 
and much more. 

Robinsons Land Corporation 
(RLC), the Condominium Developer 
of Choice, made the place so delight- 
ful that all the choicest amenities 
where tucked under one floor. 

"When you purchase a piece of 
property such as the East of Galleria, 
its more than just a home that you are 
looking for," said Mr. Danilo E. Igna- 
cio, General Manager of RLC High- 
Rise Buildings Division. "What you 
are-actually doing is investing in a 
lifestyle or a lifelong dream to live 
the good life in true, no holds barred 
fashion." 

‘A place that gives more to resi- 
dents - spending time at the 4th level 
can be an exhilarating experience for 
everyone. Its Wi-Fi zone makes it 
convenient to navigate the cy- 
berspace, chat, surf the net, play web 
games or just browse on latest e- 
mails - a total wireless solution for 
people on the go. 

To say that this place can "satisfy 
every whim" may be an understate- 
ment. Some say it's an oasis, and 
some say it's just endless. Whatever 
people may call it- it's a unique place 
that's truly alive and with steeped 
gradations of hues to compliment ev- 
ery mood and lifestyles. 

‘And if one wants to celebrate with 
relatives or even associates, a resi- 
dent may use the modern game room 
whose billiards, darts and two-tour- 
nament size multifunctional tables 
are well-appointed to suit even the 
discerning tastes. Or, opt to test one's 
vocal expression as there are two 
classy videoke rooms to choose from, 
So whether one's voice is high, mid 
or flat - the videoke sound facilities 
will have something for everyone. 

East of Galleria, located along 
Topaz Street, Ortigas Center, is a 45- 
storey wonder just a block away from 
the very successful Robinsons Galle- 
ria Mall, Experience the amenity 
zone at its highest with the panoramic 
views of the Wack Wack Golf and 
Country Club for as low as P2.2M. 
Models are affordably available in 1- 
BR, 2-BR, and 3-BR Bi-Level and 
Loft Type units. 

For inguiries, please call Robin- 
sons Land Corporation High-Rise 
Buildings Division at 636-0888 or 
0922-8380888. 
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LOOKINGFORAN EFFECTIVE HAIR RE-GROWTH PRODUCT? 


Use AVACOR the No.1 hair regrow 
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A LEISURE STROLL TO 
Galleria 


A unique and refreshing lifestyle is now here in the heart of Ortigas 


Welcome to East of Galleria, a 45-storey residential tower located in 
the midst of the bustling business district. It is conveniently located 
beside the very successful Robinsons Galleria Mall to cater to the 
residents’ daily needs, Minutes away from major roads like EDSA 
and C-5, it is also within the vicinity of malls, banks, institutions and 
other major establishments. 


mupa 


East of Galleria truly embodies.the ideal of comfort and 
convenience, offering the best of both worlds with the choice of 
either bi-level or loft-type units. Available in one, two and three- 

bedroom units, East of Galleria assures residents of utmost privacy 
1^ in condo living as the master's bedroom is located a level above the 
| dining, kitchen and living areas. High ceilings, airy atmosphere and 

expansive glass windows feature breathtaking views of the Wack 7 


Center., 


ad 


Wack Golf and Country Club as well as a multitude of #' 


magnificent skylines. 


"At the heart of the busy city lies a comfortable and 


affordable home, here at East of Galleria, 
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firm putting up 


$300-M glass plant in Subic 


SBMA chief 
in Mainland to 
sign contracts 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


CHINESE FIRM HEBEI JINGNIU GROUP HAS 
decided to put up a $300-million manufactur- 
ing base for high-tech glass pr oducts in Subic, 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority Adminis- 
trator Armand Arreza said in a statement. 

Arreza left Tuesday for China to sign con- 
traets with Hebei officials. 

Ta the same statement, Arreza said the project 
was expected to create about 6,000 new jobs, 
half of which would be available during the con- 
struction phase. Another 2,000 jobs would be 
for. production workers and the remaining 
1,600 would be for administrative workers. 

Last February, Hebei Jingniu president 
Wang Chang Li said his company had already 
chosen a suitable site for the factory near the 
Subic Gateway District inside the freeport. 

“The glass factory would need at least 100 
hectares of industrial flat lands to accommo- 
date the necessary structures to produce high- 
tech products such as rolling crystallite glass 
and coated on-line float glass. 

Hebefs output would be exported to at least 
SO markets in Europe, Asia, America and Africa. 

Company officials said the company’s 
products were up to eight times more wear- 
resistant than alloy steel and up to 25 times 
more corrosion-resistant than stainless steel. 

They said Hebei output were “very suitable” 
to use as industry and building materials. 

The company also produces float sheet 
glass, solar control reflective glasses and mul- 
ti-colored high-tech rolling crystallite glass 
with various specifications. 

The project is one of those conceptualized 
during President Macapagal-Arroyo's official 
visit to China in 2004. Back then, Hebei officials 
said they were interested to put up an industrial 
zone that would include two on-line production 
lines for coated float glass, which means that the 
‘coating could be put on the glass while the glass 
is being manufactured. The business park would 
also have two high-technology rolling crystallite 
glass lines, one deep-processing line and anoth- 
er line that could combine the first two. 

Hebei also wants to put up a 30,000-kilo- 
volt ampere power plant and a production 
line for plastic yacht, which would be the first 
in the country. 


MACTAN ECOZONE ENTERPRISE 


‘Adidas apparel. 


Raymond Tan, chair of Yuen Thai Philippines (right), shows Cebu City Representative 
Raul Del Mar samples of the products made in the company’s factory at the Mactan 
Export Processing Zone in Mactan, Cebu. Yuen Thai Phil 


es Inc. manufactures 


SMC’s 2-mo income up 4% 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL CORP, THE COUNTRY'S LARGEST 
conglomerate, said its net income for the first two 
‘months of the year grew by 4 percent to P988 
million. 

‘The company said its two-month income 
level was buoyed by contributions from for- 
eign operations and gains from the Philippine 
beverage, food and packaging businesses. 

Tn a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, San Miguel also said net sales rev- 
enue surged 30 percent to P38.8 billion from 
last year’s level. 

For the first two months of2006, the combined 
‘Australian units of National Foods and Berri Lad. 
brought in sales revenue of AUS268 million. 

With the improved costs of raw materials, 
and fixed cost containment, San Miguel's con- 
solidated operating income in January and 
February rose 50 percent to P3.03 billion, 
from year-ago level. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE AYALAS' BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE IS- 
lands, the country's second biggest lender, 
hopes to grow its profits by at least 10 per- 
cent this year from P8.4 billion in 2005 de- 
spite shrinking interest rate margins. 

` In a briefing after the banks annual 
stockholders meeting yesterday, BPI presi- 
dent Aurelio Montinola III said macroeco- 
nomic fundamentals had turned rosier but 
benchmark interest rates were easing, 
pulling down the banks’ spreads on loans. 

` “That means, we have to look at other ar- 
gas where we can make money,” Montinola 


said. 

He said BPI had been selling idle assets 
to increase its asset management portfolio 
and expanding its cash remittance service. 

He said the lowering of interest rates on 
the back of an improving fiscal environment 
Would encourage more businesses to seek 
bank financing for business expansion. 

During the stockholders meeting, Monti- 
nola said BPI's business volume for the first 
quarter “looked good” compared to last 
year's level. 
` He said if the government could sustain 
another good year of fiscal performance as 
Against targets, leading to an improved 
sovereign credit rating, the business cli- 
mate would further improve. 

BPI is also working on unloading more 


'BPI sees 1096 growth in profit 


bad assets, especially with an upcoming 
banking regulation related to stiffer Basle 2 
capital adequacy requirements that will 
raise risk weights on real and other proper- 
ties owned and acquired to 150 percent. 

“effectively, it will encourage banks to 
sell assets,” Montinola said. 

The bank also hopes to trim its non-per- 
forming loans ratio to total loans to 5 per- 
cent or lower. Recently, it hatched a deal to 
unload P6.3 billion worth of bad loans to 
distressed asset trading and managing firm 

wenue Asia. 

BPI previously enjoyed the lowest NPL 
ratio among the country's biggest banks 
until soured loans inherited from recently 
acquired Prudential Bank jacked up the ra- 
tio to 7.44 in the fourth quarter of 2005 
from 4.54 percent in the third quarter. 

Montinola told stockholders that while 
BPI would work on lowering its NPL ratio, 
it would have to keep its doors open to op- 
portunities for “non-organic” expansion. 
He said once BPI fully absorbed Prudential 
Bank by September this year, the bank 
could start considering new acquisitions. 

Asked whether BPI was moving to be- 
come the countrys biggest bank soon, 
Montinola said the bank would like to focus 
instead on improving its return on equity. 

Its net income of P8.4 billion as of end- 
2005 resulted in a 14.7 percent ROE, near- 
ing its medium term goal of 15 percent ROE. 


35% tender offer trigger kept 


THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMIS- 
sion (SEC) yesterday decided to keep a rule re- 
‘quiring an investor buying at least 35 percent 
ofa listed firm to offer to buy out the rest ofthe 
corbpany's stakeholders. 

The SEC earlier reviewed the tender offer 
rule to determine whether to keep the current. 
35:percent trigger or adopt the 15 percent 
threshold based on Philippine Securities Reg- 
ulations Code. 

However, four influential private sector 
groups—the Philippine Stock Exchange, In- 
vestment Houses Association of the Philip- 
pines, Financial Executives Institute of the 
Philippines and Bankers Association of the 
Philippines—had opposed the reduction of 
the trigger level and lobbied for the retention 
ofthe 35-percent level. 

In a joint position paper submitted to the 
SEC, these groups explained that a reduction 
in the threshold “will discourage foreign in- 
vestment flows into the Philippines and damp- 


en mergers and acquisitions (M&A) activities. 

‘The drop in M&A activity, in turn, “will low- 
er stock market trading volume,” they added. 

A lower threshold, according to these 
groups, will also delay stock market deals and 
expose investors to increased risks. 

‘They further explained that many direct in- 
vestment companies or private equity firms, 

not consider an investment that is not 
within the range of $10 million to $20 mil- 
lion. These firms are active stock market play- 
ers, although they are not keen on getting 
control of a listed company. 

In a supplemental position paper submit- 
ted on Tuesday, the PSE said the stock market 
‘would lose more investments and lag way be- 
hind its neighbors if a lower tender offer trig- 
ger was imposed. 

“One false step on the matter, and we will 
look like a slow dwarf tipping over himself in 
the middle of a race among tall sprinters,” PSE 
president Francis Lim said.Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


The operating income of San Miguel's do- 
mestic beer operations rose to P1.69 billion, 
10 percent higher than that of last year. Year- 
to-date revenue was at P7.78 billion, 8 per- 
cent higher than the 2005 level. Beer Interna- 
tional sales volume for the first two months 
was 14 percent better than last years sales. 
Sales revenue increased 6 percent to USS43.1 
million. The positive sales volume perfor- 
mance was brought about by strong results 
from San Miguel breweries in Greater China 
‘and from exports operations. 

In the meantime, glass container manufac- 
turer San Miguel Yamamura Asia Corp., a 
joint venture between San Miguel and Nihon 
‘Yamamura Glass Co. Ltd. , increased its capi- 
tal to P1.7 billion from P500 million. The in- 
crease was approved by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission (SEC) yesterday. 

Fresh capital of P1.2 billion was infused by 
San Miguel and Nihon Yamamura at P720 
million each. 


Smart extends 
3G services 
nationwide 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE COUNTRY'S LARGEST MOBILE PHONE 
service provider said on Thursday that its 
third-generation (3G) network was now 
available nationwide, giving it the lead in 
rolling out the new technology: 

In a statement, Smart Communications 
Inc. said it had “significantly extended the 
reach of its 3G network to more cities and mu- 
nicipalities nationwide, further improving 
coverage in major urban centers as well as 
provincial areas.” 

3G network services allow users to make 
video calls, share video files, and browse the In- 
ternet at faster speeds, among other features. 

"In three months since it started its 3G net- 
work rollout, Smart has achieved 3G presence 
in around 60 cities,” Smart said. In addition, 
more than 20 municipalities outside Metro 
Manila are now covered by Smart 3G. 

‘Smart and its parent firm, Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT), are counting 
on 3G technology as one of the company's up- 
coming revenue sources in the face of 
plateauing demand for existing mobile phone 
technology. 

Rival Globe Telecom Inc. is also aggressive- 
ly pushing the new technology although com- 
pany president Gerardo Ablaza said the ser- 
vice was still at the infancy of an expected 15- 
year cycle. 

‘Smart claims to be “the first and currently 
the only mobile operator in the Philippines” 
to publicly offer 3G services since it started 
opening its network on a free trial basis to its 
subscribers with 3G-capable handsets in se- 
lected key cities last Feb. 14. 

The launch came in just less than two 
months after the National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission (NTC) awarded Smart its 
3G license in December 2005. 

Smart president Napoleon L. Nazareno 
said recent developments affirm the compa- 
nys commitment to establish the country's 
first nationwide 3G coverage “at the shortest 
possible time.” 

"We are doing for Smart 3G what we did 
first for our analog and then for our GSM net- 
work infrastructures," he said. 

Smart's network services division head 
Rolando G. Peha added that more and more 
subscribers would be able to enjoy services 
under Smart 3G such as video calling, video 
streaming, high speed Internet browsing and 
downloading of special 3G content as a result 
ofthe aggressive rollout schedule. 
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Country 

United States 
Japan 

United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Arabia 
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BSP maintains key ... «ec» 


“Demand and credit indicators 
continue to suggest softness, while 
liquidity growth has stabilized to 
single-digit levels," Espenilla said. 
He said inflation would likely 


remain stable, noting that even 
the recent hike in the value- 
added tax rate had resulted only 
in one-time price increases. 

Doris Dumlao 
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‘THE OPTIMISTIC ASSESSMENT 
by Winston Garcia that he could 
swing the buyout of the SM-BDO 
block in Equitable PCIBank with- 
in this month is losing buoyancy, 
given that the lawyers involved in 
the negotiations are increasingly 
talking in different wavelengths. 

First, some background. 

‘The Siguion Reyna Montecillo & 
Ongsiako law firm, on behalf of an 
undisclosed principal, made an un- 
solicited “statement of interest” to 
acquire the SM-Banco de Oro stake. 

‘The written offer, for a still un- 
clear reason, was coursed 
through Garcia, the president of 
the Government Service Insur- 
ance System and also one of the 
three vice chairs of Equitable 
PCIBank. 

Tn return, Herrera Teehankee 
Faylona & Cabrera answered that 


tine, 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INVESTMENTS IN EXPORT-ORIENTED PRO- 
jects registered with the Philippine Economic 
Zone Authority inched up by 4 percent to 
P14.52 billion in the first quarter, the agency 
reported yesterday. 

Peza also announced that export earnings 
from the ecozones reached $5.1 billion in the 
first two months or 9.5 percent higher than 
the $4.7 billion posted in the same period last 
year. 

"The number of jobs seen to have been creat- 
ed in the countrys 81 public and private eco- 
zones and buildings was pegged at around 1.2 
million or 12.5 percent better than the 1.1 mil- 
lion level reached as of end-February 2005. 

Peza Director General Lilia de Lima said 
there were 119 projects listed as of end- 
March, which was 72.5 percent higher than 
the 69 projects registered in the same period 
in2005. 

Of the investments committed in the first 
three months of the year, some P2.4 billion 
represented 30 information technology-relat- 
ed projects 


‘The Siguion Reyna firm then 
answered back that their pafieros 
should first hand over a “written 
mandate by the SM-BDO Group 
to sell the SM-BDO shares.” 

“As soon as the SM-BDO com- 
mits to sell, then the binding offer 
follows,” ‘said Siguion Reyna 
lawyer Rolando Mario Villonco. 

COpap" Villonco is more popular- 
ly known as the favorite son-in-law 
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Equitable equivocation 


their client, SM-BDO, was not 
selling its Equitable PCIBank 
shareholding. 

Nevertheless, the law firm + 
added, the family of taipan Henry 
Sy St. would consider disposing 
of their stake upon receipt of a 
"binding offer" of P9S a share. 

"This is where the negotiation 
degenerates into a "you-show-me- 
yours, Fl-show-you-mine” rou- 


COCKTALES 


Victor C. 
Agustin 


mes) 


ter will be issuec 


IT investments increased 263.6 percent from 
the nine projects worth P663 million that were 
registered in the first quarter of last year. 

In the IT sector alone, new jobs generated were 
expected to reach about 15,400 or 345 percent 
higher than the previous level of some 3,500 jobs, 

During the first quarter, locators commit- 
ted to invest a total of P10.1 billion in 102 
projects while ecozone developers earmarked 
some P4.4 billion in 17 projects. 

In March alone, Peza gave the green light 
to a total of 44 projects worth about P6.1 bil- 
lion, which are expected to bring in an aver- 
age of $1.25 billion in export earnings a year. 

‘Some of the biggest projects registered from 
January to March include those of economic 
zone developer Jovima Management and De- 
velopment—the operation and maintenance 
ofa P115.2-million, seven-story building and a 
P79.7-million, four-story building 

Also approved during the period was a 
P34.7-million back office transaction process- 
ing operation, a P32-million manufacturing 
facility for protective tapes and films for liq- 
wid crystal displays, and P24.6 million contact 
call center. 


Total sees steady growth 
in RP lubricants market 


By Abigail L. Ho 


SINGAPORE—TOTAL OIL ASIA PTE LTD., THE 
Asia-Pacific headquarters of France's Total SA, 
expects the Philippine lubricants market to 
grow in the coming years, in line with the 
growth of the country's gross domestic product. 

KC Foo, Total managing director for lubri- 
cants in Singapore, said in a briefing here that 
the oil firm's Philippine arm, Total (Philippines) 
Corp, recently placed an order for 39 contain- 
ers of lubricants, an increase from the usual de- 
mand of only nine containers a month. 

The containers, which contain 16,000 liters 
of various lubricants each, would be enough 
to cover the April and May demand for lubri- 
cants in the Philippines, he said. 

“Indications show that the Philippines is 
fast developing. The Philippines has in- 
creased its demand and it seems to be moving 
(toward growth), "he said. 

‘The Philippines registered a stable volume 
growth from 2004 to 2005, he said. 

He added that the Philippines had achieved 


a stable volume growth similar to those in 
Singapore, Japan and Thailand, albeit at a 
slower pace. 

‘The strong GDP growth in the region, he 
said, was expected to fuel future growth in 
the lubricants market, including that of the 
Philippines. 

Had Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp. not 
mothballed its base oil production plant in the 
country, he said the Philippines could have 
been a logical site for Total to establish a lu- 
bricants blending facility 

‘Total currently has blending facilities in In- 
dia, China, Vietnam, Thailand and Singapore. 

“Right now, its highly unlikely to build a fa- 
cility in the Philippines because Shell has 
stopped its base oil production,” he said. “It 
won't make sense to have a blending facility 
there and then have to import the base oil 
from somewhere else.” 

He said, however, that a critical mass in terms 
of demand volume could prompt the company 
to set up a blending facility in the Philippines. 
Bur this was set at a high 10,000 tons a year. 


Shares 


From page BI 


following — Wall 
Street's overnight up- 
turn also inspired 
buyers, with 
Turnover tuming 
brisk after the main 
index breached the 
2,200 points resis- 
tance level. 


Plans - 
fulfilling 
published 


ERRATUM 


Philam Plans’ 
closely reached P20 Billion not 
P20 Million as stated in the photo 
caption of the article 

Ear! 


trust fund has 


“Philam 

ag people's trust, 
Filipino dreams,” 
last March 31, 2003, 


Business Friday Section. 


‘The composite in- 
dex added 22.47 
points to 2,220.37, just 
off its intra-day high of 
2,221.49. It hit a low 
of 2,201.19. This was 
the ‘best finish since 
‘Aug. 27, 1999 when it 
settled at 2,221.24. 

Volume was 5.19 
billion shares worth 
P2.41 billion ($47.16 
million). 

The all-shares in- 
dex rose 22.71 points 
10110143, 

Gainers led losers |y 
62 to 33, with 56 
stocks unchanged. 

The peso was at 
51.10 to the dollar by 
midday. 

PLDT, the most ac- 
tively traded stock, 
advanced P40 to 
P1,975, APP 


r^ 


WAREHOUSE SALE 


April 07 to 21, 2006 


UP TO 


A 


REFRIGERATORS and TOPLOAD WASHING MACHINES | 


SAMPLE PRICE LISTS only 
Regular Poco SALE PRICE 

Koch de gien Test) P 89996, 

Hop Mount While __ 'P-24680, P 9950. || 
Topload Tënt P 17500, 


JCORDON COMMERCIAL CORPORATION 
M. Grocott KM 14, Moro Accoss Road, Hori, Paranaque Cly 
“Tolophono Nos: (02 8211605 to 09 


of movie producer-actresssinger 
Armida Siguion Reyna as well as the 
father of singer Cris Villonco. The 
Montecillo in his law firm refers to 
Manuel, whose younger brother 
Teodoro, incidentally, sits on the 
Banco de Oro board. But we di- 

By way of answer, the SM-BDO 
lawyers then reminded the oppo- 
site counsels that the SM-BDO 
stake was “not being offered for 
sale [and] hence, no mandate let- 


Instead of working overtime 


Investments in Peza-registered 
projects up 4% to P14.52B in Q1 


for their windfall fees on the 
P20.5-billion deal, the senior 
partners of Siguion Reyna law 
firm flew to Italy beginning 
Wednesday for their scheduled 
Mediterranean cruise. 

Villonco himself, accompanied 
by his father-in-law, name part- 
ner Leonardo Siguion Reyna, will 
not be back until April 24, when 
he would presumably draft and 
submit a more credible “binding 
offer” to the SM-BDO group. 

Rather than sit and bite his nails 
in anticipation of such happen- 
stance, the president of the pres- 
sured seller Banco de Oro, Nestor 


bids for the GSIS block has yet and the occasional rats in the Se; 
again been postponed. curities and Exchange Commis- , 
The new date, May 8, comes sion will not misbehave while the >° 
amid the reluctance of GSIS chair catis away. 
Bernardino Abes, according to — Impresario-religious benefac- 
the grapevine, to issue a board in- tor Rose Marie Jimenez Arenas will 
vitation to the Social Security be conferred an honorary doctor- ., 
System, which Abes used to head, ate in humanities by the Lyceum- 
for a joint sale of the SSS-GSIS Northwestern University of Pan- 
blocks in Equitable PCIBank. gasinan on Tuesday. 


Money-go-round Heard through the grapevine 
© FORMER Budget Secretary A POPULAR Metro Manila mayor , 
Emilia Boncodin, upon the spon- who fought Marcos during thé + 
sorship of Petron chair Nicasio AL. dark days of martial misrule is 
cantara (brother of Venable pro- unfortunately now stricken with 
moter Tomas Alcantara), has  thesame disease, requiring week: 
Tan, also flew abroad for the Holy been elected independent direc- ly treatment, that plagued the 
Week break, bringing his family. tor of the listed petroleum com- late strongman in his remaining 
In the meantime, in the ab- pany. years. 
sence of the negotiating parties, ` e SEC Chair Fe Barin left yes- (Email: 
the GSIS announced that the terday fora month-long overseas slnet or 
deadline for the submission of holiday, confident that the mice. hoo.com) 


PRULINK 


Investments of Variable 
Life Insurance Contracts 


Bond Fund - Peso 
Managed Fund: Peso, 
Growth Fund - Peso 1.19989. 148355. 
Bond Fund-US Dollar 12483. 12481 


cocktales_pdi@pldtd- 
cocktales pdi@ya-' 


PRU LIFE UK. 37” 

Current Weak 

Apr, 2008 
145526 
157682 


Last Wook 
Mar. 28,2006 


144675 
156602 


Earn as high as 

1295 interest per year 
With monthly payment of 
interest TAX-FREE 
Secure a loan with your 
deposit as collateral 

For only Php 25,000 


minimum deposit 


Interest rates: 
*25T-99T = 10% pa. 
*100T-499T = 10.5% pa. 
*500T-999T = 11% pa. 
*1M-4999M 
*5M&Up 


AMABANK 


AMA Rural Bank of Mandaluyong, Inc. 


15% pa 
= 12% pa, 


of Banking Service 


HEAD OFFICE Tels: 533-4022 * 533-4024 * 533-8244 * 535-9394 * 535-9391 * 534-7562 
BRANCHES Bacoor Tels: 529-8870 " (046) 417-3541, (046) 417-6373, Teletax: (046) 417-3483 " Pasig Tels: 
642-6704, 642-6885, Telefax: 643-7133 ° Baliuag Tels: (044) 766-7905, Telefax: (044) 673-3214 * San Fernando 
Tels: (045) 961-6015, (045) 963-1056, (045) 861-2618, Telefax: (045) 961-6014 ` Cainta Tels: 655-9068, 
Telefax: 248-0209 * San Pablo Tels: (049) 562-7796, (049) 562-7756, Telefax: 520-6018 * Calamba Tels: (049) 
545-6552, (049) 834-0619, Telefax: (049) 834-1890 ` Tayug (Pangasinan) Tels: (075) 572-2464, (075) 572-2031, 
Telefax: (075) 872-2453 ` Morong Tels: 691-6551, 691-5533, 653-0175, Telefax: 653-0170 

MEMBER: PDIC, Deposit ngured up to P 250,000 per depositor 
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EIST ahitu 


Don’t miss this opportunity, 


bean Exhibitor owe Biggest 


Inconjunetion with; 


E @ Games and Gadgets 2006 


Hobbies 2006 


GP sanan 2005 2 


basketball, biking, billard, games & amuseme 
driving, skateboard, wall climbing, and many more. 


August 24 to 26, 2006 


'World Trade Center Metro Manila (WTCMM) 


cooperation with: Philippines 


Oni 


Association ntersationale 
ege? 


Et 
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H aen Headgears, Apparels, Uniforms, Bags, Health Food, Food Supplements, Protective Gears, Watches, Gloves, Eyewear Games & Gadgets Toys, 
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"Ales gog Travel Agences Others franchising Telecommunicaton Publication and Services, 
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Time stops at CrestaGrande | 


IF YOU ARE THINKING OF RETIRING 
after a long and oftentimes hearrend- 
ing stay away from your homeland be- 
cause of a viable and successful corpo- 
rate career abroad, or probably looking 
for that second home destination for 
your next visit to the country, nothing 
‘comes close to spending your active life 
in absolute and undisturbed solitude 
while embraced by the soft and caring 
arms of nature and the sea, right in the 
heart of your country of birth. 

In the Philippines, it would be best 
that one looks for a location that truly 
exemplifies the gentle and relaxing life 
in the countryside, while not rally be- 
ing away from certain modernities in 
life. és like having what the best of 
both worlds could offer, and savoring 
every small bit of it. At CrestaGrande, 
this is the promise that you could ex- 
pect fulfilled. 

CrestaGrande offers some of the 
very best plots of land where you can 
have your home designed and built 
‘These magnificent plots enjoy beautiful 
views of the sea and mountains, the 
wharf and the golf courses. Cresta- 
Grande Subdivision is a unique seaside 
lot ‘development within a two hour 
drive of Metro Manila. 

All CrestaGrande resort clients can 
savor the experience of breathtaking 
views of ocean and hilly forests and be 
enthralled from the bizarre sounds 
from the preserved fauna. Residents 
can still enjoy 180 different species of 
birds an hour if you have the Audubon 
patience. Contrast that to Mount Makil- 
ings 90 different birds per hour. If not 
into birds or bird sounds one can play 
golf next door in Puerto Azul Golf 
Clubs Gary Player-Ron Kirby designed 
championship course. The course has a 
rating from U.S. Golf Digest to be one 
of*100 Best Courses outside the United 
States” (at wwwcrestagrande.com un- 
der “golf news” or in Google under U.S. 
Golf digest 100 best courses). 

Located just 90 minutes away from 
the hustle and bustle of Metro Manila 
lies the proposed CrestaGrande Resort 
‘Community, a viable and utterly im- 
pressive tract of land that sits on top of 
a ridge that divides the Paniman Valley 
and the world-famous Puerto Azul Golf 
and Country Club. With around 193 
Jots.that measure 500 to 1,000 square 
meter areas each, Cresta Grande lots 
offers panoramic views of the leg- 
endary Puerto Azul golf course and the” 
vast mountains that surround it. All 
these lots have southwest and predom- 
inantly northeast views of the ocean for 


t 
Isuzu to hold series 


of ‘Fiestacular’ family days 
WITH A FORMIDABLE LINEUP OF EXCEPTIONAL 

les - the Alterra, the Crosswind, and the 
D-Max- Isuzu Philippines Gorp believes itis only fit- 
ting to pay tribute to the most important group of 
peopl nis business. From March to July, IPO is 
bringing the "Festacular Isuzu Family Day” to each of 
its authorized dealerships across the nation, with the 
aim of rating ts corporate commitment to allot 
its customers and their loved ones. Isuzu has proven 
time and again that it is a conscientious vehicle mak- 
er that cares more about its customers. This year, 
Isuzu's family day - a first in the local auto industry - 
is even bigger and better, with more exciting compo- 
nents and activities. The “Fiestacular Isuzu Family 
Day” was held at Isuzu Alabang and Isuzu Makati 
March 18; Isuzu Manila and Isuzu Quezon Avenue on 
March 25. Other "Fiestacutar" days wil bo in Isuzu 
Pasig and Isuzu Edsa on Apri 8; Isuzu Common- 
wealth and Isuzu Bulacan on Apri 22; Isuzu Bacolod 
‘on May 6; Isuzu Dagupan and Isuzu Cavite on May 
20; Isuzu Cabanatuan and Isuzu Isabela on May 27; 
isuzu Batangas and Isuzu San Pablo on June 3; Isuzu 
Mandaue and Isuzu Pampanga on June 10; Isuzu Ca- 
gayan de Oro on June 24; and Isuzu Davao on July 1 


Dr. P makes summer fun 

THE HEAT IS ON, AND SO ARE SUMMER SPOILERS 
such as incontinence, can ruin fun times with grand- 
ma and grandpa. They can become uncomfortable, 
itchy and grouchy under the sun's scorching rays. 
That's why Dr. P Adult Diapers is the perfect summer 
companion for our elderly loved ones. Or P its their 
Spirits with soft and absorbent pads that keep them 


family vehic 


UCPB Savings 


UCPB SAVINGS BANK, INC. 


that wonderful and breathtaking ocean 
feel. 

In adjacent Puerto Azul plans to 
complete a three-tower residential con- 
dominium building located in the Mari- 
na, a Puerto Azul Yacht Club & 
Boathouse and commercial buildings 
are already in the pipeline. At the Puer- 
to Azul Golf & Country Club, efforts are 
seriously being made to be more com- 
petitive in the tourism industry. More 
important, to place Puerto Azul proper: 
ly on the map of international destina- 
tions, plans are now also underway to 
construct a high end 500 room resort 
hotel, situated in the Paniman Valley & 
Beach area. To complement the hotel, 
the developers intend to implement the 
completed course design by Robert 
‘Trent Jones, Jr. for another world class 
18 hole golf course behind the hotel. So 
far, even without the new projects 
planned through the next 3 years, the 
current influx of local and international 
tourists commending the uniqueness of 
its world-class golf course is one of the 
proofs to attest to this, 

Living at CrestaGrande is one that 
promises an honestto-goodness and 
enthralling experience truly reserved 
for the modem and successful Fil- 
ipinos. The resort offers unparalleled 
beauty that begins with the wonderful 
palette of colors that paint across the 
clear blue skies, the cool and gentle 
breeze emanating from the verdant 
forests and mountains, and of course, 
the birds that parade over the majestic 
sky of CrestaGrande, all 180 species of 
them, waiting to be ogled at and appre- 
ciated wholeheartedly by residents. 

CrestaGrande truly appeals to peo- 
ple despite the diversity of their inter- 
est. Whether you're a sports buff or a 
beach bum, there can be no dull mo- 
mentat CrestaGrande. 

There, golf is a primary experience, 
and nothing beats the thrill and the 
pleasure of touring the grand and 
world-class quality golf course at the 
nearby Puerto Azul, where free 10-year 
playing rights is granted to Cresta 
Grande residents. As mentioned al- 
ready, for those willing to wait, there is 
another golf course being built at the 
"scenic Paniman Valley, an 18-Hole 
Robert Trent Jones championship 
course designed by the legendary 
golfer Gary Player and Ron Kirby. 

Meanwhile, for the beach buddies 
daring enoügh to take ôn â new adven- 
ture, water sports activities abound at 
Cresta Grande, like sailing or jet skiing. 
Of course, there are other sports facili 


ties like the swimming pool,tennisand | 
basketball courts, bowling lane, driving 
range, and yes, the golf course, where 
residents can hone their skills, tone 
their bodies, or simply have fun with 
other residents and friends. 

For the brave souls, on the other 
hand, who want to explore the beauty 
of nature further, lung-busting treks 
and family camp-outs can also be had 
at the resort, each one promising a tru- 
ly unusual experience, 

But forthe simple, calm, and relaxed 
types, especially couples, nothing beats 
a simple stroll along the tranquil and 
unflusrered shores of Cala Paniman 
and Cala Caysubic beaches. There, they 
can enjoy the glistening sand as it en- 
gulfs the feet with delight at every step, 
‘each one delivering unimaginable plea- 
sure and unmistakable thrill and ecsta- 
sy only the adjacent beaches of Puerto 
Azul could bring. The restaurants and 
bars within the community offer the 
same blissful CrestaGrande experience. 

CrestaGrande developer Cala Pani 
man Inc. wasted no time in bringing in- 
terested buyers the perfect portrait of a 
safe, secure, and impeccably well 
planned subdivision offering. Also in- 
corporated at the property are shuttle 
services going to and from the town, re- 
sponsible and efficient Village Service 
personnel, quality telecommunications 
and utility facilities, 24-hour detailed 
and roving security an on-call doctor at 
the Clubhouse, and even Sunday Mass 
services, All these amenities in a com- 
plete package no other developer in the 
Philippines could offer 

So why not try out CrestaGrande Re- 
sort Community and find out for your- 
self, whether you are retiring or simply 
wanting a place to stay whenever 
youre visiting the country. There, see 
for yourself the promise of a totally re- 
laying and serene environment, Cresta- 
Grande-style. 

Itis where time almost literally stops 
as you enjoy all its amenities, but who 
needs time anyway? At CrestaGrande, 
all you need to dois just relax and enjoy. 
the beauty and benefits of life. 

Interested parties may contact Cala 
Paniman Inc, the CrestaGrande devel- 
oper, at its representative office in the 
Philippines, located at Suite 21-N, Bur- 
gundy Corporate Tower, 252 Sen. Gil 
Puyat Avenue, Makati City, at (632) 
843- 1550, Or via fax at (632) 843- 
1525, ôr email át sales@cresta- 
grande.com or visit their Web site at 
'wwwcrestagrande.com. or visit their 
Website at wwwcrestagrande.com. 
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SMART SELECTS FREQUENCY RANGE FOR 3G DEPLOYMENT 


Smart Communications Inc recently selected the 
1920-1935 MHz/2110-2125MHz frequency range 
for the nationwide rollout of its 3G network. This 
frequency has the least amount of interference, al 
lowing for the clearest possible over-the-air trans- 
mission. Smart was awarded the privilege of se- 
lecting its preferred frequency band first among all 
3G license recipients after the National Telecom- 
‘munications Commission gave the firm a perfect 
score of 30-the only applicant to receive that rat- 


ing-i the grading system to determine network- 
readiness to provide widespread 3G services ef- 
fectively. Shown during the selection held at the 
NTC office are (rom eft lawyer Enrico Espanol, 
head, Smart legal department, Jorge Sarmiento, 
NTC Deputy Commissioner, lawyer Ivy Plaza- 
Cortez, manager, Smart legal department, Mar 
Tamayo, head, Smart network planning and engi- , 
neering, Ronald Olivar, NTC Commissioner, and 
Jaime Fortes Jr, NTC Deputy Commissioner. 


Enjoy summer with Bose 


DESPITE THE COMPETITION POSED BY 
other iPod portable music players in the do- 
mestic market, the Bose Sound Dock remains 
as the number one iPod compatible mobile 
music player. The Sound Dock has changed 
the way people listen to mu 

Millions of iPod owners worldwide use 
their players to listen to their music collec- 
tions wherever they go. Now that the summer 
season is upon us, expect more consumers to 
buy iPods as they hit the resorts and sandy 
beaches. 

The SoundDock digital music system is a 
powered acoustic package with a remote con- 
trol and an iPod docking cradle. Simply insert 


mance of both the iPod and the Nano iPod. 
Music lovers will surely be impressed by the 
quality of sound provided by such a small 
package,” states Wilson So, president and GM 
of Eleksis Marketing Corp, exclusive distribu- 
tors of Bose entertainment systems 

‘The SoundDock is available in audio and 
appliance centers nationwide. For inquiries 
on how to experience a new level of Digital 
music, call 724-9566/898-2048, or log on to 
wwweleksis.com and visit Bose showrooms 
at the SM Megamall, PowerPlant Mall in 
Rockwell Center, Robinsons Er 
of Glorietta 3, Ayala Center, Makati, Alabang 
‘Town Center and soon to open at the SM Mall 


, 3rd floor 


the iPod into the cradle and experience a new 
level in digital music. The SoundDock sys- 
tem’s sleek appearance blends with the iPod 
and almost any décor. Its slim profile and 
small footprint allow placement in kitchens, 
bedrooms, offices, dorm rooms and even at 
the beach while having fun in the sun, 

‘The SoundDock system's appearance com- 
plements its ease of use. An infrared remote 
control enables the user to control the system 
and the iPod from almost anywhere in the 
room. With the docking cradle, there's no 
need for special adapters or stereo cables and 
it also acts as a charger for your iPod. "The 
SoundDock system enhances the perfor- 


of Asia. 


‘cool and comfortable, It has Anti-Bacteria action that 
prevents growth of harmful germs. It also has High 
Speed Channels that evenly distribute liquid across 
the pad so it does not stay in one place. Plus! Its 
Wetness Indicator wil signal the right time to change 
diaper. Now our Iove-ones are spared from embar- 
rassing situations, while enjoying the Dr. P Adult Dia- 
pers tender loving care. Dr. P is available at selected 
leading supermarkets, groceries and drugstores na- 
tionwide, Another quality product distributed by JS 
Unitrade Merchandise Inc. 


EQ Dry summer promo 
BECAUSE EO DRY KNOWS THAT SUMMER TIME is 
the best time for baby to travel EQ Dry introduces 
its hottest summer promo - "EQ Dry Travel Bud- 
dies". Get free Travel Buddy Bags of your choice 
when you purchase any EQ Dry pack. Simply collect 
the points found in each pack and send the emply 
diaper packs to "EQ Dry Travel Buddies", JS Uni- 
trade Merchandise Inc, 31st Floor Raffles Corporate 
Center, Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City. 
EQ Dry Diapers are available at al leading supermar- 
kets nationwide. For more details on the EQ Travel 
Buddies promo, please see posters, flyers and print 
ats tor details or visit www jsunitrade.com. 


DOT joins Marine Diving Fair 
THE GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN TO EXPAND THE 
capacity of the country's tourism infrastructure is 
taking the fast ane, with two bigger domestic air- 
ports of international standards being built in West- 
‘em Visayas and an additional 1,000 rooms on Bora- 
cay Island. Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace H. Durano 
sal these projects would be completed for opening 
next year to meet the country's growing number of 


foreign and domestic 

tourists. For this year, 

the Department of 

Tourism (DOT) is aply tar- 

‘geting 3 milion foreign arrivals 

‘on the way to its 2010 goal of 5 

million. Known for its stunning white 

sand beach and calm waters that lure tourists from 
all over the world, Boracay is also emerging as a div- 
es paradise because of the first-class dive sites sur- 
rounding the island. The world's huge divers market 
includes Japan's 2 million dive enthusiasts, which the. 
DOT is targeting. In pursuit of that market, the DOT 
and its strategic partners - Philippine Tourism Au- 
thority and Philippine Airlines - are participating in the. 
Marine Diving Fair (MDF) at the Sunshine City Con- 
vention Center in Ikebukuro, Tokyo from April 7 to 9. 
DOT has received strong private sector support in 
joining the MDE This includes the participation of 
Scubaworld, Amanpulo and Wind and Wave Davao, 
as wall as Tokyo-based Pacific Cebu Resorts and 
Japan-Philippines Tourism Council 


Pro-kids summer 

PROKIDS PREMIUM DIAPERS ARE KIDS: (AND 
mommies’) best friend on hot sunny summer 
days. Prokids diapers come with a fast absorbing 
core and ADL that keep babies dry and comfort- 
able, even in the middle of the beach under the hot 
sun. A wetness indicator also signals time for 
changing. And its soft-foam waistband and magic 
tapes provide a frm fit that will keep kids smiling 
ali summer long. Exclusively distributed by JS Uni- 
trade Merchandise Inc, a company of First SLP. 
Holdings Inc, Pro-kids is available at all leading su- 
permarkets groceries, and drugstores nationwide. 
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SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
SEC Bulding, EDSA, East Greenhills 
Mandaluyong City, Metro Mania 
Tek: (632) 725-0930 to 39 Website: www.sec.gov.ph 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 


OF STOCKHOLDERS 


Notice Is hereby given that the Annual Meetings of the 
Stockholders of the UCPB Savings Bank, Inc. will be held on 21 April 
2006, 4:00 pm at the Board Room, 15th Floor, UCPB Bullding, Makati 


Avenue, Makali City. 


The Agenda of the meeting Is as follows: 


|, Call to Order 
li. Proof of Notice of Meeting 
Hi. Certification of Quorum 


3) Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Stockholders 
‘Meeting hald on March 02, 2004 

b) Approval of the Minutes of he Special Stockholders 
Meeting held on April 25, 


IV. Presidents Annual Report 


Approval of the Audited Financial Statements 


v. 

Vi... Ralification of Acis of the Board of Directors and Corporate 
Officers. 

MIL. Election of the Members of the Board of Directors. 

Vili, Other Matters 

1X. Adjournment 


(Sad) Atty. JOSE A. BARCELON 
Corporate Secretary 


DEE 


NOTICE: 


The Commission is soliciting comments from market 
participants and the public on the proposed RULES ON 
SECURITIES BORROWING AND LENDING (SBL), now 
posted in the SEC website (What's New/For Public 
Comment). 

It is suggested that the comments shall refer to specific 
section of the draft Rules and a proposal shall be in a rule 
form with justification. 

Please submit your written comments to Director Jose 
P. Aquino, Market Regulation Department, 6th Floor, SEC 
Building, EDSA, Greenhills, Mandaluyong City, not later 
than April 21, 2006, You may also submit your comments 
electronically through this e-mail address: mrd@sec.gov.ph 

We anticipate you shall take full advantage of this 
‘opportunity to express your views. 


2005 


Franchising a fairytale 


BACK IN 1991, GOLDILOCKS 
launched its franchising program, 
with the hope of offering Filipino 
entrepreneurs a reliable and lucra- 
tive business within their reach. It 
turned out to be a dramatic suc- 
cess: currently, franchises account 
for nearly two-thirds of the 193 
Goldilocks stores nationwide, and 
the number of new applicants con- 
tinue to grow. Just this year, they 
were inducted to the Hall of Fame 
of the prestigious Philippine Fran- 
chise Association during its annual 
Franchise Excellence Awards. 

Lin Deres, franchise relations 
manager of Goldilocks, explained 
the underlying reason why Fran- 
chising has become a standout in 
local industry. “Basically, franchis- 
ing is taking a proven success story 
and multiplying it”, she said. "With 
so many challenges facing the en- 
trepreneur, franchising takes most 
of the guesswork out of the equa- 
tion. You are given a tried and test- 
ed business model, with a strong 
brand identity and track record”, 
Lin added. 

From a business standpoint, the 
advantages are clear Using 
Goldilocks as an example, the 
learning curve of franchisees is 
practically zero. "We give them a 
full and systematic support system. 
to rely on, as well as an area con- 
sultant to constantly monitor and 
guide their progress”, Lin ex- 
plained. “Franchising relies on a 
uniform and highly consistent 
business model, so everyone re- 
mains on the same page”, she fur- 
ther noted. 3 

Lin's first priority when meeting 
a potential franchisee is to discuss 
the finer points of the business 
with them. "At Goldilocks, we con- 
sider franchisees not only as part- 
ners, but members of a growing 
family”, she said. “I use a simple in- 
teraction I call the Three Why's (or 
3Y) to get to know more about 
their expectations and motiva- 
tions. At the same time, I am able 
to introduce them to the values 
and standards of Goldilocks.” Lin 
then enumerated the Three Whys: 
“Why Franchising? Why Food? 
and finally, Why Goldilocks?” 

Lin recalls with mild amuse- 
ment the common answer given to 


this question. “People think that 
Franchising takes all the hardship 
out of starting a business. I remem- 
ber someone even saying that its 
the only business model that re- 
wards you for being a copycat’, 
she shared. "In a way, of course, 
they are correct. Franchising great- 
ly reduces the risk of starting your 
own business”. But Lin is quick to 
dismiss the notion that owning a 
Franchise is easy work: “For 
Goldilocks, we make sure that our 
franchisees are hands-on man- 
agers who have genuine concern 
and involvement in the business. 
These are individuals who fully 
participate in the growth of the 
Goldilocks family”, she added. 

Based on her experience, Lin 
finds that the answer to this ques- 
tion is almost unanimous. “Food is 
the most basic of necessities”, she 
said matter-of factly. Unlike other 
goods or services, however, own- 
ing a food franchise involves 
unique challenges. “Our quality 
control standards must be met by 
our franchisees to the letter. No ex- 
ceptions, no compromise”, Lin em- 
phasized, 

“1 feel a strong sense of pride 
‘whenever potential franchisees ex- 
plain their reason for choosing 
Goldilocks", Lin declared. “Some 
of them go to great lengths, telling 
family stories, recalling childhood 
memories, describing an unforget- 
table birthday cake. les a constant 
reminder for me how much this 
company has touched the lives of 
Filipinos, and how much a part of 
our Pinoy culture Goldilocks has 
become", she intimated. 

Others balance their sentimen- 
tal side with a more logical ap- 
proach, “Franchisees have repeat- 
edly mentioned that they chose 
Goldilocks because it transcends 
class barriers and income brackets. 
Because of this, their business at- 
tracts all markets”, Lin said. “Still, 
others have pointed out that our 
franchise fees are quite reasonable, 
considering our long operational 
history and brand value, Moreover, 
we offer the flexibility to select a 
bakeshop or a full store (bakeshop 
and food shop) to our franchisees. 
Many see this as two businesses in 
one", she further explained, 
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“CLASSIFIEDS — 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT 
FIRST JUDICIAL REGION 
BRANCH 17, BATAC, ILOCOS NORTE 
IN RE: PETITION OF NULLITY OF 
MARRIAGE BETWEEN LUISITO S 
GABAN AND ELIZA S. DOMINGO. 
EUSA S: DOMINGO HASTIE 
Pagsunog by er tory ct 
Pete, 
SP. PROC. No 458-17 
LUISITO AGABAN AND THE 
GWL REGISTRAR GENERAL, 
Zeenen 
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 
WHEREAS. as per Ordar dates March 14, 2006, N was 
directed na simmons be served by pubealon pursuant lo 
Sion YS, Rue 14 of a 1997 Puls of Ci Procedures 
WHEREAS, he Materalaegatons of o complaint are at 
Jeer 
sng 3 
‘wih summons and eter 
mey fae Lucene 
de si Congressman 
anag Cly, 
Tdd 


Agat 

Siege, she ag 

Tre Prion Embassy n Singapore: 

‘Tat tt pez maaga win Ciao boy wer blessed 
Yan ane etd. Loa Way Agaban ad atar Pat uso 
T want fo we abroad ang sha has not haard ot Nm 


er then went to the Unlad States of 
ng hr Chi ize Aga oor eles 


E 
ee 


tigation wi 


nwy sonat 
May 2008 wh 


a? 


eneen. mari 
bacamo a probem not oniy b 

caead bo also because ne ma 

tartan Myrna Rosales on Juna 1 

Mindoro Y shown by Ine records ol Ina ational 
Sinnica Olicufagsiar Gaara of me Pipes. a 
tiet pal hte peinar d not ow when sha tad bn 
iat mah pam e Singapore; 

Trai in viw ol e sac rt mag 
Myra Rosas potion’ we 
‘Etat c be matay o 


iso Agabanto 
uaa at dk re 
"erae tom ee 
"aime Unse States Embassy woud ory cons 
e ban sete ora maton of ner ene, 
vo. Trat considonng at enone as eh remedy and 
Tatas se w tow a permanent resident Ol Be Ue 
‘hte, sh eauso ths pato I b led rough har 
itang and atomoy lad, Lucena Calamayan; 
WHEREFORE, s respect prayed of is Honorable 
Couri at a leragoiog pein b approve by cen as Pull 
Sed void herein pena” mariage ta Lusia Agaban and or 
‘Sor all at may te warranted nce a excumstances 
Lan for Saa, cos Nora, 14 November 2005. 
NOW THEREFORE, pursuant o Sec. 15 ule 14 ote 1997 
‘ules ol Ci Procecare, h herein Gaara Luo Agaban is 
ery gen sti (0) caya 1 
Sirm min ie 
e pubiisned in a newspaper o general circulation la he 
Prilppnes at ne expanse ol Pettorar Ensa S Domingo Haste 
WITNESS THE HONORABLE ANGELO M. ALBANO, 
' he Regionai Tal Coun, Branch 17, Batac 
apres, March 14, 200 


(God) ATTY, ELIZABETH G. BRINGAS 
rane Con o Cou V 
Lenneng, 


CONDO FOR SALE 
CONDO (Mandaluyong, 
Parañaque, Past, 
Ortigas, Taguig & 
(00) 0% DP to move-in 
for RFO units 
Calor ot 


Ronnie (0920-7830866) 


ND SPECIALIST 


HORNER WARTS 
TUS SFO MENFES. 


SKIN DISEASES 


BANK ACQUIRED ASSET FOR SALE 


Block 2, Plaza Luisita Center, Mac Arthur 
‘Hi-way, Bgy. San Miguel, Tarlac City 


Area: 10,090 sq.m. 
Indicative Price: P157 Mi 
For inquiries, please cal: 
ASSET MANAGEMENT & DISPOSITION DIVISION 
Tel No.: 811-9797 


Price subject to change without prior notice. 


parser LOOISTIOS: 
PHILS. ING 
eege Zeen, 


0916-2053813 1 0918-5886075 


ea SALBD 
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WANTED 


IMMEDIATELY!!! 
by an EXPORT garment Factory 
MUST have 3 years EXPERIENCE In garments 
@) FINISHING SUPERVISOR - Female 
(3) GARMENT MECHANDISER - Female 
(2) SAMPLE MAKER - Female 
(30) HIS SEWER - Female 
Apply: 7 Ocean Park, Sauyo, Novaliches, QC 
Tel. Nos: 453-3366/984-3313 
Fax No: 456-8306 


< awa 

UNTRY AMERICAN CHERRY HOUSE MODEL 
132 sq. usable foor area-5 BR-2 TâB-Balcony “Carport | 
Near UP, Ateneo, Miriam 8 various malls 


Open House on April 8, 2006 
Sam - Spm at the Serra Monte 


PO E A 
24-HR HOTLINES 722-1144 + 722-4155 


‘We, the family of the late 


Atty. Lumen R. Policarpio 
| October 24, 1916 — March 30, 2006 
Wish to thank you all who loved her so 
dearly and, with your prayers e selfless 
support, came together with us in 
celebrating her resureccion to her maker's 


side. 


Parents: Simeon (t) & Modesta (t); 
Brothers and Sisters: Ricardo, Felizardo (t), 
Abelardo (t) Baby (+), Conde, Pepe (1) and 
Ruben and Dra. Teofie; Adopted Children 
Former PLLO Sec. Jimmie er Sheila 
Policarpio, Renee e Beth Policarpio, Gina 
Policarpio, Sisters and Brother-in-Law, 
Nephews cr Nieces, and Grandchildren, 
Relatives and Friends and members of the 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
APRESTIGIOUS JAPANESE COMPANY ISIN NEED OF AN 


ACCOUNTING CLERK/ 
SECRETARY & MARKETING 
ASSISTANT 


PREFERABLY WITH EXPERIENCE. 


‘Should be female 21 to 23 years old 
Hardworking, good PR and pleasing personality 
Good salary and other benefits provided. 


PLEASE SEND BIO-DATA WITH COLOR PICTURE 
2” x 2” TO MAKATI CENTRAL POST OFFICE BOX 
NO. 2719, MAKATI CITY 1267 ON OR BEFORE 


Republic ofthe Philippines 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

LICENSE FOR PRIVATE RECRUITMENT 
AND PLACEMENT AGENCY 
PRPAUCENSENOANOBOSOB OD New M Renews 
TINNO. 004:709-082-000 
“Thi license to recruit process md deploy landbased 
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Authorized 
weien 
Ma Lourdes G. 
Punan 


stat Cy 
pursuant the Labor Coda and the Onebus Rules piment e Code. 

“Ts Boorse ot be vald for Ipad 20 March 200 1 19 March 208 unless sone revoked, 
careled or suspend or wata of a Labor Code ard beren Tarsier or use by any 
Siner person o ery des Pá oense nal and vod 
IN WITNESS WHERE ava heart set my hard and caused be O Sel Nor Cantal 
Regen Department ci Libor end Employment To be lla at Pe Cay ol Manta, Plies, is 7h 
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= (So) RICARDO S. MARTINEZ, SR, CESO W 
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'GOLDJUNCTION CORPORATION 
BUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS 
RE: Notice of Annual Stockholder's Meeting 
“The annua nder maet sat be ata raw clics 
serosa 237 Megis Sos. 1169 Cubao Quezon Chy t 
YY sss Pa anemoon on hs, 2006 Sanday. 
AGENDA | Quom. 2 Travel 8 nw adress oral, 3. 
Ada wyn saros at ere send s 
Sf sui corporation tu pubic bing: 4 
aura 
‘Quezon Cly, Mero Manta Pis March 20 200. 
(Spt) WA SAGRARO M. MARIANO 


FOR SALE 


MOSLER BANK VAULT DOOR 


WITH TIME DELAY 
MODEL Sbe o 


2.0m x 140m 
2.0m x 0.95m 


Php 500,000.00 each 
632-1010 loc 651] 


opcion 
Ken 


Telm 
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SNR 


DR. 


MASSES 


Our Lady of Loret 


St. Joseph the Wo 
Immaculate Conc 
Baclaran Church 
St. Francis Parish 
Sto. Domingo Chi 


Virgen dela Regla Parish Church, Lapu-Lapu City, Cebu 
Mary the Queen Parish, Greenhills, M.M. 


Sanctuario de San Jose Greenhills, Mandaluyong 
Sta. Cruz Parish, Sta. Cruz, Manila 
Our Lady of Atonement-Baguio Cathedral, Baguio City 


Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene, Quiapo, Manila 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, New Manila, Q.C. 


In Loving Memory of 


ERNESTO Y. SIBAL 


on the 29th anniversary of his death 
April 7, 2006 
OFFERED AT THE FOLLOWING CHURCHES: 


530 A.M. 
600 Ax. 
6:00 AM. 
6:15 AM. 
615 AM. 
630 AM. 
630 AM. 
630 am. 
645 AM. 
700 am. 
8:00 AM. 
5:00 pA. 
6:00 aa, 7:00 Am, and 6:00 P.M. 


to Parish, Sampaloc, Manila 


ker Parish, Pacdal Circle, Baguio City 
:eption Parish, Baguio City 


Church, Mandaluyong 
murch, Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 


The family requests relatives, friends and pious readers 


to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


Cathedral of King e Pink Sisters. 


ALLERGIES RE-CURRENT 
‘UT, ALMORANAS, 
ERECTION PROBLEMS. 


INFERTUTYIMPOTENCE 
|MOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL 
KELOIDPAPSMEAR 


BUY'SELL'PAWN 
WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRAISAL 


ovens uno sri ol p sar, 
TEL. NOS. 4392706 


B040484/8342886 
4373891 39474 DA 


CGMA classrooms built 


reach 400 mark 


THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOY- 
ment (DOLE) said the total number of class- 
rooms built under its Classroom Galing sa 
Mamamayan Abroad (CGMA) Program, which 
aims to alleviate classroom shortage, is 
steadily approaching the 400 mark nationwide. 
A report reaching Labor and Employment 
secretary Patricia A. Sto. Tomas indicated that 
a total of 312 CGMA classrooms have now 
been finished, while another 62 are in various 
stages of construction in several regions. Also, 
seven classrooms are undergoing school area 
Identification, and 19 are undergoing site 
validation and documentation prior to con- 
struction, Undersecretary for Employment 
Danilo P. Cruz, Executive Head of the DOLE 
CGMA Program, reported that six new class- 
rooms were recently inaugurated Cruz said the 
CGMA Program Is a continuing global initiative 
ot the DOLE In collaboration with the Depart- 
‘ments of Education (DepEd), Foreign Affairs 
(DFA), and the Federation of Filipino Chinese 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Inc, 
(FFCCCII). “The GEMA classrooms donated by 
‘overseas Filipino communities, overseas 
Filipino workers and employers of OFWs, 
Individual, corporate, and other magnanimous 
donors here and abroad are now benefiting 
thousands of elementary and high school 
students nationwide," he said. 


In Loving Memory 
on the 1st Death Anniversary 
of our Most Dearly Beloved 


“Dondi” 


AMADO A. ONG 
(September 13, 1952 — April 9, 2005) 


We cherish the love, devotion, support, understanding, and 
benevolence Dondi showered us, his family and friends 
whose lives he touched. We are grateful to you Lord for 
giving Dondi to us and allowing us to live and enjoy a 


meaningful life with him. 


ROSE AQUITANIA ASUNCION 


and born ir 


of San Diego, California, USA 
in Rosario, La Union, Philippines on March 01, 1924 


peacefully joined her Lord and Creator on April 3, 2006. 


Her bereaved husband, George; children Rose and John 
Cynthia and Caesar Domingo, Shiony and Jesse 
Joji Monsod, 


Sheppard, 
amira, 
Boots and Trennie Monsod, Joey and Bing Asuncion 


and Patrick Asuncion; grandchildren Travis, Ria, Troy, Trina, 


Jervin, Jois, 


Jaimee, Trevor, Joan, Tracy, Kuki, Tricia, David and 


Jostin; and great grandson Tristan request the pious readers 


x ac 


Dondi will always be in the hearts of Mila (wife), Ami 
Camille and Ann Charisse (daughters), Sonny, Tiss, Gigi, 
Jo, Nato, Minn, Jul, Ed (brothers and sisters), brothers and 


sisters-in-law, nephews and nieces, 


‘Ate Luisa and Ate 


Caring (aunts) and Catalina (mother-in-law) 


‘A Special Mass will be held on April 8, 2006 at St. Martin de 
Porres Church, United Hills Village, Parafiaque City at 


11:00 a.m. 


More Classified 
Ads on pages 
A24, A25, B6 

8 B2-4 


255) The nat Fit Tne Gar Ginbay 
(633-9199/637-5570/637-556: 


to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


She will be cremated in the US this April 07 and her ashes will be 
brought home this month. Her wake will be on April 19 and 20 


at a place to be announced by the family. 


Interment will be on Friday, April 21, 2006 
at the Loyola Memorial Park in Marikina City. 


“I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me" 
Jesus Christ Jn. 14:6 


CORAZON PEREZ GARCIA 
(Sister Cora) 


who passed away on April 4, 2006 at the age of 82. 
Her remains lie in state at tho Arlington Memorial Chapels, Araneta 
‘Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will be tomorrow morning, April 8, 2006 at Loyola 
d Memorial Park, Marikina City 


paa 


* absent from the body to be present with the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 5:8 


Fú. 
P3.2-billion 
Panglao airport 
moves forward 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE PLAN TO CONSTRUCT AN INTER- 
national airport on Panglao Island in 
Bohol province is one step closer to be- 
ing realized after the transportation de- 
partment began a formal study on the 
projects feasibility 
Speaking to 


reporters recently, 


-— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER —- 


BusiNESS 


Transportation and Communications 
Sec. Leandro Mendoza said his office 
was now looking at the project's partic- 
ulars, including the kind of aircraft that 
would likely service air routes to the re- 
sort island. 

“It should be able to accommodate at 
least a [Boeing] 737," he said. 

A 737 is a twin-engined jet airliner 


used by carriers to service regional 
routes. 

Capable of carrying up to 200 pas- 
sengers, depending on its seating con- 
figuration, a 737 needs at least 2,000 
feet of concrete or asphalt runway for 
take-offs and landings. 

The government needs an estimated 
P3.2 billion for the proposed Panglao 
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International Airport, which is being 
touted as an alternative to the nearby 
Tagbilaran City airport. 

Mendoza said the proposed Panglao 
airport will help boost tourism in the is- 
land, which is being marketed by the 
government as one of the country's top 
tourism destinations, just behind Bora- 
cay island. 


| 

- - 3 | A better life th h 
This van means business. | tesa 
1 Ur Business" 


We may be experiencing bard times but Uni- 
versal Motors Corporation (UMC) continues to 
place confidence in the Filipino’ resilience, opti- 
mism and perseverance. The 100% locally owned 
company believes that the Filipino is "maabili- 
dad” and this is why we will get through the chal- 
lenges with our heads held high. 

“To show its support to the Filipinos enterpris- 
ing soul, UMC, authorized assembler and distrib- 
utor of Nissan commercial vehicles, just recently 
launched the "Ur Van, Ur Business” program. 
Now, any enterprising Filipino can start his busi- 
ness by owning the versatile Nissan Urvan 
Escapade. 

The Nissan Urvan is not just a vehicle, itis al- 
so both a wise investment and a business idea. 
This van is built to withstand heavy use. Passing 
strict Japanese standards, it is known for its dura- 
bility and dependability and easy maintenance. 

Add to this the practicality of being able to ac- 
commodate and transport more people at once. 
With its spacious room that can accommodate up 
to 18 passengers, it makes for an ideal shuttle ser- 
vice, school bus, van rental or even ambulance. 
‘The possibilities are endless. The retum of invest- 
mentis quick. 

For instance, the minimum down payment re- 
‘quired by the suggested retail price is 20%, or Php 
203,800; the rest is payable at Php 28,000+ a 
month. If a shuttle service makes four trips and. 
carns about Php 2,460 in a day, then the monthly 
amortization could be covered in less than 
two weeks! 

To start a busines is to take a step closer to- 
wards stability. The best part is that with "Ur Van, 
Ur Business,” you will also have the opportunity 
to help more people sce a better future. UMC has 
committed to donate Php 1,000 to the Center for 
Community Transformation Credit Cooperative 
for every Nissan Urvan sold under the program. 

Planning a more financially secure life is ev- 
erybody's business. Head to your nearest Nissan 
dealer now to find out more about owning the 
Nissan Urvan Escapade and what "Umasenso sa 


Een | Ta German Urvan" really means. 
2 Ao 


Nissan Urvans make great business sense. Available in 
12, 15, or 18-passenger shuttle, school bus, cargo or 
ambulance configurations. Whatever business you have in 
mind, you're sure to get good value with a Nissan Urvan. 


Start your Business Today! With minimal cash 
outlay, you can own a self-liquidating business. 


Text your NAME “spaces ADDRESS «space» 
CONTACT-NUMBER to 0917-8518723 and 
we'll show you ho 

ex ronald medina guagua, pampanga 512-3456 


"Up VAN 


7 


UR BUSINESS 


SHIFT. the future 


Universal 
Motors 
Corporation 


m 
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etrobank — Card 


MCC Gets PLDT-Enabled 
Corporation (MCC) 


M is aiming for the 


best service in town. Hot on 
the heels of larger more 
established players, the MCC 
team has got their game plan 
‘mapped out, and it all revolves 
around better customer 
service, 


Card Customers. 

In the case of MCC, 
bener customer service means 
a robust, consistent quality of 
service. MCC First Vice 
President Murray James seems 
to be the right man to speak 
about this. Murray has just 
arrived from ANZ, Australia 
where he specialized in top 
class Customer Service 
Management 

“We am to 
effectively handle every aspect 
ofa cardholder's service need: 
balance. inquiries, card 
delivery, teleservice, 
statements, rewards, mobile 
banking, even bills payment,” 
he tells us. “For the customer 
we want to be their end-to-end 
credit card service." 

“We want to be the 
International Card Company 
that knows the Philippines 
best" adds Young, "We are 
overlaying the ANZ expertise 
(MCC is a Metrobank and 
ANZ joint-venture) towards 
tapping a clearly emerging 
Philippine market”. That 
emerging market could 
eventually yield a million 
MCC customers. 

Although Young and 
James definitly know the card 
business, they'd like to know consisten in understanding 
the Philippines better. For that, our system and the high level 
they tum to their Filipino of expertise is always 
experts, Mikal Rallonza, Vice present.” 

President and Head of Opera- Ina mater of a few 

‘tions for MCC. One of the months, MCC is drastically 
things Rallonza knew about expanding their number of 
was PLDT's expertise Senis in order to cope with the 
MCC aims to “answer and LDT went out of rapid growth of their clientele. 
solve all calls” to gain a their way, aggressively. They They are not only expanding 
reputation for solid customer delivered on time, on schedule the basic conet center 
Service, Today they can handle and coordinated with their platform, but are also working 
anywhere between 3,000 and partners on an end-to-end with PLDT for more sophisti- 
4,000 calls a day for both solution," Rallonza says. cated solutions, raising the bar 
Metrobank and PSBank Credit e adds, “It is not for customer service 


How to serve more 
customers at higher quality 
levels? MCC invested in 
PLDT's world-class 
infrastructure and expertise for 
their contact center. The cost 
effectiveness of PLDT's 
outsourced contact center 
using the OnCall solution 
versus MCC's existing 
platform was a key factor, 
“along with that of course was 
PLDT's well-deserved repul 
tion for its stability, and 
ability to execute imme 
ately” MCC President Anne 
Marie Young tells us. 

Young has the 
winning and open manner 
characteristic of truly success- 
ful top executives, She is self- 
effacing and humble in spite of 
her position which without 
doubt took a keen mind to 
reach, 


In photo seated (from L-R) are: Katrina Luna-Abelarde, PLDT AVP and Sales Business Head: 
Ernesto Alberto, PLDT SVP and Head of Corporate Business Group: Anne Marie Young, Metro- 
bunk Card President; Rene De Borja, Metrobank Card Chief Financial Officer. Standing (from 
LER) are: Stephanie Ong, PLDT Sr. Relationship Manager: Cesar Enriquez, PLDT FVP and 
Corporate Business Operations Officer; Murray James, Metrobank Card FVP for Customer 

| Service and Operations: Mikal Rallonza, Metrobank Card VP for Operations and Paul Palma, 

Í Metrobank Card AVP for Shared Services. 


“We want to be the International Card Company 
that knows the Philippines best...” 


Metrobank Card Corporation (MCC) President Anne Marie Young 


just about providing a solution 
but more so about being able 
to deliver crucial results to the 
back-end. They make sure to 
set the foundation to an open 
line of communication so that 
any potential issue is immedi- 
ately resolved. PLOT was 


“We really aimed to 
give MCC the best custom- 
fitted system lo handle their 
growing call loads,” says 
PLDT AVP and Sales Business 
Head Kat Luna, “Modern 
contact center demands are 
always growing, always 
expanding. I's important to 
give the client a scalable, 
flexible system to best serve 
their customers.” 

PLDT Senior Vice 
President for the Corporate 
Business Group Eric R. 
Alberto said “PLDT always 
goes the extra mile for our 
corporate customers. We give 
them the leading innovations, 
scalability and security they 
need for continued growth in 
response 10 their burgeoning 
markets." 


PLDT Senior Relationship Manager Stephanic Ong reaffirmed the PLDT commitment. “Right 
from the start we always made ourselves available for MCC. We will be there every step of the way 
as their business grows. 
By Young's own account, “PLDT serviced us even during off-hours late at night. We 
appreciate that. We will be growing this partnership with them because of their ability for attentive 
and seamless implements 


"Dur old contact 
center platform just couldn't 
handle it,” she adds, referring 
to growing customer loads, 
“And so PLDT went all-out 
towards system implementa- 
tion, There was no customer 
interruption." 

According to Young, 
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Bigfoot brings | lo! 
toCebu 


By Irene R. Sino Cruz second and bigger one valued at 
Contributor, PDI Visayas Bureau $615,000. 
Bigfoot Entertainment chief 
CEBU CITY--KNOWN AS HOME executive officer Kacy Andrews 
to dried mango and boneless says the presence of a real sound 
danggit, Cebu will soon emerge stage would enable Cebu to at- 
asa filmmaking hub in Asia with tract location film shoots. 
the presence of Bigfoot Entertain- “Hollywood is always looking 
ment's sound stage facilities. for cheaper, interesting loca- 
Bigfoot Entertainment invest- tions,” Andrews says. 
ed over $10 million (about P500 Places like Prague, New 
THEALMOST I million) in its almost two-hectare Zealand and Canada are among 
HEALMOST ct 3 MK facility in the resort island of Hollywood favored sites for lo- 
Tee ity co: ^ ‘Mactan. cation shooting, she says. 
over $ The facility includes two sound However, there is no reason 
stages, one, the first real sound- why Cebu could not become an 
proof sound stage in the Philip- attractive location, where the 
Pines costing $1.5 million and the Bicroots2 CEO KACY Andrews 
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FORD ESCAPE 3.0L 
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P200,000 DP AND 
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No skips or blots along the way for ball pen firm 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


But there is a science to selling 


know only too well. 


survivein the business marked by 


influx of cheap pens from China. 


distributor of Uni ball pens in the 


Lupel chief executive officer 
Luis $. Pellicer II says that devel- 
ONE WOULD HAVETHOUGHTIT oping relationships with agents, 
would not take rocket science to wholesalers, retail accounts start 
figure out howto sell ball pens. Af- with having a mindset that they 
ter all, everybody needs at least are more friends, rather than cus- 
one. tomers bringing in the cash. 
He says members of senior 
ball pens, as ball pen makers and management get to know the 
distributors like Lupel Marketing business challenges facing their 
agents in different parts of the 
Being an expert in the field is country, to see how they can to- 
vital if the ball pen company isto gether build a business. 
“We don't think about how to 
white hot competition, which squeeze our customers and see 
Stepped up a notch following the them as just a channel of distribu- 
tion,” Pellicer says, "Rather, we 
In the case of Lupe, exclusive look for that win-win situation.” 
Lupel, for instance, invests in No skips or blots along the way. 
Philippines, the secret to staying promotional activities nation- 


LUIS PELLICER III with his staff 
This is due to the quality of ink 


“When we succeed in penetrat- product does not live up to its 
ing the market, we turn around hype, the consumers will realize 
and tell them that for additional it and shift to other products. 
orders, they should go to our 
wholesalers or agents in the tavos more than the higher-end 
area,” Pellicer says. "In that way . of the pens from China. 
‘we both build the business." 
These relationships were built scrimp, cut costs and cut corners 
over the 35 years that Lupel has in the production for extra profit 
been producing the pens from its because there are too many pens 
factory in Parafiaque, one of a of inferior quality proliferating in. 
"handful of companies that have the market and eating into Lu- 
remained in the ball pen manu- pelsshare. 
facturing business. 
‘Makers of other brands, such as “that the market would eventually 
Reynolds and Bic, have long left figure out for themselves which 
the Philippines either due to labor... pens are worth their money, 
problems or financial difficulties. 
Pellicer says success in the end definitely lose in quality with oth- 
For the distributors, Lupel pro- in the ball pens, under the stan- boils down to the kind of product er pens,” he says. 
PPP business lies in forg. wide to spur sales. Lupel people vides a one-year guarantee, dards set by Lupels Japanese being produced. 
ing strong ties with the line dis- go around stores offering special which means that the pens will partner, Mitsubishi Pencil Co, 


Uni pens cost about 50 cen- 


It is tempting, though, to 


Pellicer is confident, however, 


“What you gain in price, you 


Quality for Uni means the pens 


The company may have the will be able to write a line around 


ing trong ds Win ine pens to prices and items, such as dr. sil write or perform the same which at 120 years old isthe old- best manufacturing facility and 2 kilometers long, beyond the in- 


the consumers. petisers. 


Bigfoot brings... 


From page B2-I 


dollars go further, Andrews adds. 

While having filmmakers doing shoots in 
Cebu would bring it prestige, what is more 
significant is financial impact on the commu- 
nity. “Filmmaking will bring a lot of wealth to 
the community. For every dollar spent on the 
film, $10 is spent in the community. If the film 
costs $1 million, $10 million are poured into 
the community,” Andrews points out. 

Film productions will create jobs and boost 
businesses, such as those involved in food 
catering, transportation and accommoda- 
tions, she says. 

"We will buy props, wardrobe clothing and 
others," Andrews says. 

The jobs would be varied and would re- 
quire various skills on top of actual produc- 
tion work. 

“gach position requires different skills, 
such as prop person, costume designer, editor, 
cameraman, cinematographer and hair and 
makeup assistants,” she says. 

Cebu will have a taste of how film produc- 
tions would boost the local economy later this 
year when Bigfoot starts production of a film. 

“We have a couple of different films written 
for Cebu. We are hoping to bring out interna- 
tional actors. We will also be hiring some local 
talents, either from Manila or from Cebu,” 
Andrews says. 

With the upcoming production, Bigfoot 
will be hiring between 40 to 60 local people, 
she says. 

Bigfoot Entertainment has financed the 
production of some films, such as "3 Nee- 
les,” which stars Lucy Liu of the "Charlie's 
Angels” franchise, and “The Curiosity of 
Chance." 

Te also produced television programs such as 
the “USS Cooper: Return to Ormoc Bay,” a doc- 
umentary on the sinking of an American bat- 
tleship that was torpedoed during World War 
TI, “Nautical Angels” and Diving Asia Cebu, 
which showcases the finest dive spots here. 

Bigfoot has come a long way from 2001 
when Singapore-based businessman Michael 
Gleissner first visited Cebu. 

Gleissner came to Cebu on a business trip, 
and what was intended to be a quick stop in Ce- 
bu turned into weeks. Impressed by the warmth 
and hospitality of the Cebuano people, Gleiss- 
ner said earlier that he ended up establishing a 
small office for Bigfoot Communications, which 
now employs more than 500 people. 

Bigfoot today is involved in developing a 
critical manpower base with filmmaking skills 
to support its operations. 

Because of this, Bigfoot's film school, the 
International Academy of Film and Television 
(APT), plays a major role in developing Cebu 
as afilmmaking capital. 

TAFT, which has been offering short courses 
on filmmaking, launched early this year its 
one-year immersion program, targeting both 
foreign and local students, 

Foreign students pay $8,000 while local 
students pay $5,000 for the one-year course, 
‘Andrews says. These rates are cheaper than 
the $25,000 to $30,000 charged by film 
schools in the United States for similar pro- 
grams, she adds. 

‘To develop local talents, IAFT established a 
scholarship fund for deserving students. The 
three scholarship programs financed by the 
fund are CineLikha Young Filmmaker Schol- 
arship, and two merit-based awards, IAFT Lu- 
miere Fellowship and Emergent Artists 
Award. The awards will be granted based on 
the student's annual income CineLikha schol- 
arship or prior creative history and demon- 
strated potential for the merit-based awards. 

‘The film school's one-year immersion pro- 
gram accepts new students every two months. 
It can accommodate a maximum of 150 stu- 
dents. 

Although construction work is still being 
done on the second sound stage, the company 
is already planning to expand this time to the 
South Road Properties, a reclaimed area 
‘owned by the Cebu City government. 

Bigfoot Entertainment says its expansion 
plans, estimated to cost around $10 million, 
include five sound stages and a tank for un- 
derwater photography. The company also 
plans to spend another $2 million on new pro- 
duction equipment, 

On the other hand, Bigfoot Entertainment's 
acquisition of the master franchise for Fash- 
fon TV (FTV) in Singapore and the Philip- 
pines will provide exposure to local designers 
and models since it will be producing content 
for PTV starting this year. 


H 


way a year after manufacturing. est ball pen firm in Japan. 


Burdened by poverty, thousands of Filipino children could not even 
‘dream of going to school. The Tan Yan Kee Foundation is giving them 
the chance to dream and make it happen. Scholarship programs, 
school buildings, books and facilities have been given to indigent 
children across the country. > 


Education is just one of the key focus areas of the Tan Yan Kee 
Foundation. For the past 20 years, it has invested its resources in 
health, social welfare and manpower training. All these in view of 
empowering the disadvantaged and creating opportunities for the poor, 
As Dr. Lucio C. Tan, founder and chairman of the Foundation put it, 
“Philanthropy must nurture self-reliance.” 


For 20 years, the Tan Yan Kee Foundation 


distribution network, but if the dustry average of 1.5 kilometers. 


's late father, Tan 
above all, his belief in the Filipin 
of Companies to carry out his vision. 


‘Today, the Tan Yan Kee Foundation lads, 
needy. lt 


in reaching out to the poor and 
firm belief that “for every brick it l 
and for every modest contribution 
Filipinos...” 
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IT TOOK two years before the shop could set 
up its own boutique at The Podium. 


pang 


THE BRAND CLAIMS IT FALLS 
somewhere between a Louis Vuitton 
and a Coach. 

Its most saleable items are those 
priced between P7,000 and P15,000 
for bags, both for men and women; 
and for wallets, between P3,000 and 
P5,000. 

Initially, it tapped the lady's market 
but slowly saw sales of men's items 
catching up quickly such that today 
nearly half of its sales already come 
from males, 

‘The leather brand Braun Biiffel 
(pronounced as brown byu-fel) was 
set up in 1887 by Johann Braun in 
Kim, Germany. Today it produces 
leather goods and accessories. 

Montegani Inc. brought the brand 
to Manila in 2000. Select items were 
sold at the Leather Gallery, Robinsons 
Place Ermita. It took two years before 


LL PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER aan mamana 


Uw BUSINESSFriday 
Discovering the male market 
for leather goods 


a boutique could be opened at The 
Podium in Ortigas in February 2002. 

Marketing consultant Michelle Lim 
says the target market of Braun Biiffel 
are 20 to 40 year olds, predominantly 
female in the A,B, and upper C mar- 
ket. 

However Lim points out because 
there are limited brands for men in 
the leather accessory segment, Braun 
has fast gained a market among 
males. At the same time with the in- 
creased brand tecognition among fe- 
males, they started buying the same 
brand for their males. 

Lim explains that while the num- 
ber of collections—70/50 in favor of 
ladies, men’s products have higher 
quantity per item than the ladies’. 

“More women buy for their men,” 
she says. 

The softleather sells more than the 


TARN YAN KEE 
FOUNDATION, INC. 


hard one because Lim explains “the 
market perception is this is balat na 
balat (pure leather). Soft cowhide 
materials are perceived to be of high- 
er quality, more genuine. All materi- 
als are made of genuine cowhide, but 
the exterior finish is made different to 
achieve unique textures and pat- 
terns.” 

Lim says initially they had a hard 
time penetrating the market because 
the brand was not as popular in the 
Philippines as in other countries. 

But as soon as the market accepted 
the brand, they patronized it. 

“We studied the market and saw 
that the Philippines is not as price 
conscious as much as it is brand con- 
scious,” she says. 

Braun Büffel outlets are in East- 
wood Citywalk 2, and select collec- 
tions in Rustan's Makati and Shangri- 
la, and SM Makati. Margie Quimpo- 


of millions of Filipinos. 
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Dr. Lucio Tan 


“Moving Forward... Giving Back” 


20 years of the Tan Yan Kee Foundation 


From page B24 
each day. 

Never stop believing in yourself and your 
dreams. Because when you're young, and be- 
ginning your career, a lot of people will tell 
you the impossibilitis and the failures that 
can happen in your life. But I tell you this; 
nothing is more tragic in life than a man who 
never even bothers to try. In marketing, we 
are constantly challenged to innovate to meet 
the needs of the consumers. We may often risk 
failure and face ridicule in the process, but 1 


tell you that it is worth the risk, itis worth to 


Consumer development 

Anson S. Dichaves, Regional Customer De- 
velopment Training’ Director for Unilever 
Asia. YMMA Awardee for Consumer Prod- 
ucts-Customer Development. 

Through the implementation of his brain- 
child, the Shopper Marketing Program, An- 
son Dichaves reinvented the supplier-retailer 
relationship through partnership-selling and 
created an experiential shopping environ- 
ment for consumers. In 2001, he developed 
the Store Layout Management system that 
streamlined the allocation of category space 
in retail areas. The result was a 56 percent in- 
crease in store run rates. This earned for 
Unilever the 2001 Supplier of the Year Award. 
1n 2003, Dichaves took part in the conceptual- 
ization of Solution Centers. This move intro- 
duced beauty consultations for the Health 
and Beauty Solution Centers of Unilever and 
gave the company the 2003 Supplier of the 
Year Award. 

1n 2004, Unilever won the best Efficient 
‘Customer Response (ECR) project for Catego- 
1y Management and was named Overall Win- 
ner of ECR in Asia through Dichaves' success- 
ful establishment of an integrated marketing 
program atthe store level. Utilizing technolo- 
gy, this program used direct marketing activi 
ties that contributed a 10 percent increase in 
in-store traffic and 17 percent growth in store 
sales. 

Now an expat in Unilever Singapore, 
Dichaves e-mailed us these words of wisdom: 

“Here's my BCDE advice on how to build a- 
successful career in sales and marketing: 

B- BRAND yourself. The most important 
brand you manage is the brand YOU. Who are 
you as a brand? What is the top of mind word 
or adjective that will be associated with you? 
Is it brilliant, dependable or is it lazy or slow. 
Makea list of the attributes you want to be as. 
sociated with and make an effort to work on 
them. In no time you'll see how your market 
value will improve. 

C- Find the right COACH. Your competen- 
cies and skills will be greatly accelerated once 
you find the right coach for you. Your most 
likely coach when you start working would be 
your boss. If you have a choice between a 
good boss and a good salary, always take the 
good boss even if it pays lower. A good boss 
will show you how to be successful at work. (I 
am lucky to have had worked with some of 
the greatest business minds in Unilever both 
here and abroad.) 

D- Make a DIFFERENCE. In marketing or 
sales, your sincere mission to make a differ- 
ence in your customer's life creates the special 
bond between you and your customers. Apply 
the difference principle as well at work—Will 
the assignment handed to you be better or 
worse? Will the people who will work for you 
improve their performance or be de-motivat- 
ed? In the end, this is how your value or con- 
tribution will be visible to your boss and com- 
pany. 

E- Be known for EXECUTION. Execution 
simply means getting things done. Though it 
may sound simple, very few people know how 
to start and finish things effectively, For me, 
marketing is all about ... delivering the num- 
bers. As you start your career, execution be- 
comes a very strong foundation to move the 
top. In my experience a lot of people may go 
far by showing great concepts and presenta- 
tions, but when you reach a certain level, 
without great execution capability, all things 
will crumble down fast. 


Services-entrepreneurship 

Ricarte A. Gapuz, Jr, Founder, R.A. Gapuz 
Review Center. YMMA Awardee for Services- 
Entrepreneurship, 

1n 1994, two years after finishing his nurs- 
ing degree from the University of Santo 
Tomas, Ricarte Gapuz put up R.A. Gapuz Re- 
view Center, Inc. (RAGRC), a firm dedicated 
to the development of nursing in the country. 
With his background as a certified nurse, cou- 
pled with insightful market research on the 
entry level competencies of its target seg- 
ment, Ricarte led the development of an inno- 
vative nursing review program that signifi- 
cantly reduced the duration of nursing review 
from three months to ten days. 

Currently, RAGRC is the industry leader 
with 45 percent market share for local nurs- 
ing reviews and 49 percent for review on for- 
eign nursing exams. Averaging at least 98 per- 
cent passing rate for RAGC reviewees as op- 
posed to the 49 percent national rate. In 
2005, RAGC was awarded the Superbrands 
becoming the only Nursing Review Center in 
the world with this seal. 

Ricarte, through Gapuz Publications, au- 
thored five best-selling nursing review books 
that complement his vision of advancing the 
profession of nursing in the country. He also 
received various awards that recognize his 
achievements in entrepreneurship. These 
clude the 2005 Agora Award for En- 
trepreneurship, a finalist in the 2004 Ernst 
and Young Entrepreneur of the Year Philip- 
pines. 

Keep your questions coming. Send them to us 
at MarketingRx@pldiDSLinet or text us at 
0919-314-5412. God bless! 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
No, 20064109 


BIDDING FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF PHILHEALTH OFFICIAL RECEIPT 
(SPECIALIZED OFFICIAL RECEIPTIN CONTINUOUS FORM) 


Tho Philippine Heath Insurance Corporation (Phan) though tha Corporate Operating 
Budget (COB) 2006 Intends to epp the sum of PRP 400,000.00 being the approved Budget 
fore Contract (ABC) o payments undar th contract far the Procurement ol Pha Oficial 
Receipt (Special? Oficial Receipt i Continuous Form). Bids caved in excess ol ine ABC 
shal be automaticaly rejected al Bid opening 


Pho now vo Bids rm elg Blddor for he sald procurement wth th folowing 
spocticains 


JOBTITLE Pig ol 4,000,000 sets of Piteath Oil Recep 
(Special Receipt in Continuous Form) 
400000 saa 1000 bores 
Wee Longih ` inch 
Horizontai Length : 8 inch 
+ Colored Carbondeas Paperimpresson must be cloar up 
to ho last ply 
4st Py - Wa Dieren paper (Payors Copy) 
rd pl - Green Carbonless paper (Financo Offce's Copy) 
ré Fiy Pink Caron-iess papar (Cashier's Copy) 
Ono color print far tent (Black) 
PROCESS: TypeseOfsal 
Serial numbers: Prenumbered (8 digis) 
Al numeric (Crash Numbering) 
409.000 sets (10800001 - 14800000) 
: Serial Numbers must bo posted on two (2) opposte sides of 
the box 
1,00 setsbox 
- Geh logo printad In UV ink tthe conter 
Mero print “Pilea on top of tha word (mount in words) 


QUANTITY 
Ka 


MATERIAL 


Packaging 


others 


Delivery 


Soest GEN Recoil 

Bones | Sedes Nos. (Fm To) 
"2000 | 10500001 - 12500000, 
2000] 12500001 - 14800000, 


Dole Due 
of Detvery |” See s 
moon 


2,000,000 


NG days ater olea 1o 


sos 
56 days afar o fest 
ive 


m 
2nd 


Bidding wil be conducted through open compelive bidding procedures using non- 
Sne cera as specie Inthe implementing Rules and Regulətons Par 
(IRA) ol Repub D noun as th "Goverment Procurement Relorm 

nd is reseed lo Fito Cllzons/Solo Proprielorships, organizations wih a eat shiy 
‘percent (60%) interes or outstanding capital stock belonging 1o cler of the Phdgpinas, 
End to cans or organizatons of a county tne kag or regulations of wich grent mar hs 
Datt io Flip Gren pursuant fo Rapuble Act 5163 and subject lo Commonwealth 
fel 138. Ony Bids rom Bidder who pass he deen check wil be opened. The bidder wih 
the Lowest Calculated Bi (LCB) shall advance 1o the postquaiicaton stage in oder nay 
determine responsiveness of he bd to lechnical and financial requirements ofthe project 
“The coniract shal hen be awarded othe Lowest Gebiet and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) 
who was detamines as such ater the postaualiabon procedure. 


interested Bidders may obtain her namon fom the Office of the Secretariat forthe 
Bids and Awards Committees (OSBAC) in the Central Offce of Poeth, Room 1107 ti 
Toor Cake Cente, 709 Shaw Bh, Pasig Cty, and inspect the Bidding Documents fm. 
8:30 am. to 40 pm 


‘complete sat of Bing Documents should be purchased by intarested Bars om Ap 3 
A FR. 2000 al ho address below and upon payment ofa nonrefundable fe in the amount of 
PhP 4,000.00 cash. The prospaciv Bidder or N authorized representativo shall receive the 
Bing Documents personal. 


tech wil hold s Pre-Bid Conference open o al interested partes on Api 18, 2006 at 
10:30 am. at he OSBAC Conference Room (Rm. 1106). PhiHealh Cental Off, TI foor 
Ciysate Gant, 108 Shaw Biv, Bry. Oranbo, Pasig Cy. 


Bids and ely requirements must be delivered Io the OSBAC Conference Room on or 
before May 2, 2008, 10:30 a.m. The oficial me shall be based on ho wall clock oclad at 
the OSBAC Conference Room, Late Bids shal rot be accepted. 


Bid opening shal be on May 2,200, 10:30 m. at he OSBAC Conference Room. Bids wil 
be opened inthe presence ofthe ddon repeseniaives who choose lo atiend. 


CY 2004 to CY 2005 is e relevant perd for contracts which wil be required io be submited 
by Priest 


Steg reserves tho right to accep or reject any Bid, to annu he bidding process, and to 
reject al ds a any tms prior 1o contract award, without here inuming any habit othe 
acted Bidder or Biaders. 


Of ol the Secrstanat tor th Bids and Awards Comins nthe Central Offce 
MR. JOSEPH O. VERGARA 

‘Rm 1107, 1h For Ciysiale Conte 

70 Shaw Bl, Brgy. Oranbo, Pasig Cly 

Tel (02) 697-0209 cas 1128, 1130 and 1690 

amal add: osbac@phihealh got ph 

Facsimile No. 8374735 

www phihaallh gov ph 


(God) Atty. VALENTIN ©. GUANIO 
Cnoiperson, Bids and Awards Commitee for Goods end Servicos 
(PO Marcha E Apr 2008) 


Q: “I AM A FRESH GRADUATE AND I WANT 
to make my mark as a marketer, how do I 
start? Any advice or success secrets that 
you can share for aspiring young mar- 
keters like myself?” 

A: It's always good to seek a benchmark 
for your goal, Seek out marketers who have 
done or are doing what you wish to achieve. 
Seek them out and ask them if you could 
meet with them and buy them lunch. (It will 
be worth the investment!) Pick their brains. 
Get to know them. Read the books that 
they've read, go to the seminars that they've 
attended, eat what they eat, walk like'them, 
talk like them-get the idea? Sit at their feet, 
listen to their stories and take notes, Truly 
successful people love to share their knowl- 
‘edge and wisdom with anyone who has a re- 
al desire to succeed. 

A couple of weeks ago, we were at the 
‘Young Market Masters Awards (YMMA) host- 
ed and organized by Josiah Go (who was once 
the Philippine Marketing Association's 
youngest president as well as being a past 


“Dr. Ned Robertos 
& Ardy Roberto 


'TOYM awardee). Go founded the YMMA to 
inspire young marketers like you. 

We're publishing the career paths and suc- 
cess stories of the six YMMA winners (all un- 
der 35 years old) so that you have role models 
and benchmarks, 


Brand management 
Joseph Charles B. Cruel, Senior Product 
‘Manager for Beverage Marketing (C2 Green 
'Tea), Universal Robina Corporation (URC). 
YMMA Awardee for Brand Management. 
Cruel is largely responsible for the ubigui- 
tousness of bottled icetea drinks in the 
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How to be a young marketing master-lessons / 
from the YMMA Awardees--I 


tory of URC. Within Cruel's three-year stint 
with URC he was able to generate 115 percent 
and 208 percent returns above targets for Re- 
fresh Flavored Drinks and C2 Green Tea, re- 
spectively. Responsible for the development 
of brand test systems in the company, Cruel 
also integrated channel marketing discipline 
into brand management. He conceptualized 
systems and procedures in covering on- 
premise accounts that led to the beverage 
line's 23 percent contribution to the total bev- 
erage Ready To Drink (RTD) category in less 
than a year, surpassing even the total coffee 
sales of URC, 

Prior to joining URC, Cruel was Product 
‘Manager for strong brands across different 
Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) cate- 
gories such as Purefoods Hormel, RFM Swift 
and Remy Martin. 

A product of the De La Salle University 
Graduate School of Business, Joseph is cur- 
rently sharing his expertise in the field of mar- 
keting through teaching assignments in Don 


Repub ofthe Philippines 
Local Government Unit of Baliwag 
Province of Bulacan 
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INTEGRATED SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM — 
MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITY (ISWMS-MRF) 
FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF BALIWAG 
PROVINCE OF BULACAN, 

(DESIGN AND BUILD SCHEME) 


“Tne Municipalty Blg. by vetus ha dy approved Sonogunian Reslilon have suthorizod 
maon eio Kayat Romeo V Esta o secure unang tug Bond Ftaton an ampuni tor 
Wa Ponnonts under Wa cotrac INTEGRATED SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND 
MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITY (SWMS-MRr) - DESIGN AND BUILD SCHEME - nhe. 
[mount of Php. ion mating tho acquisition costo the project si 


ISMS RF Dosign Roquiroment: 


Vend nee eue d ee 
{Renbnylorecamicanver 0% ot ncomng wastes rto beneficis! by-prasus such as ioga 
DEOR etree recycle ested ote ean rocjeabe packs and oihar malerala, and 
Myers Goon ara mio concreto recs an conscio Hg malana. Tho byw 
Ñ o prevent neces o operate and maka sid waste lan rear prevent schoo 
a n tasca econ e The pores 
boly) messo pro ecnaiogy vacan rom ie UOSTRTOI, crticatons kom 
conclaeeqrted technical E eng modal fom IPO or 
Hy 


Thepopossdiechvolomusiboconplantothepeinen provisions IRA. 9003 or R A-6069, 
mynn ances Hara You ond een 
Ra o3. the Ciim Water Ac, PD 1152 The Pipping Enwronneni Coda, the Kolo 
Proce! end me Clem Development Mechenn COM) 


Further, ire operating joel of na SWMS-WRF that the Muricloatiy Bag roues must 
Frc viban and pots Sl operation Se a tacit ha posses to. 
‘taint ard process In eui2uled 400 metic tons ol muncipl scd waste el it 
ganiau or cay n more lesa hoursn opennon andto continue perang ior another 
conte Sp houra inorder o precon atson ela wast sources 


Furter ha prospectiva bdr lian sal ube comprehonsive Desg/Plana and Specs 
Erne foqused iogtad Sot Waste Bee Fac 
nti a mst omental persion ed eaon of wasio do not eresie nuisance 
TD macs I he omvomment ang o ta commonly, such as anche, odor gas 
oana Pin and foin Togeiherwih EE 
‘Enwenrmnisl ipad Stolen (S) at ts neoceó or tha approval ol ne Envronmenal 
‘GomplanceGutfento (ECO) ane proposed project 


1. Tretaricpany ot Balung no mv petonta Bacos o po ty is INTEGRATED 
DANG WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEN MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITY (DESIGN. 
SROQURD SCHEME) Apptcatens lor sigi wit avaluaedona passa” bes The 
esie k pa submis ety dofunenu hab nor bolero Apr 5 2000. Oniy 
seas Sire pong e eti check wile ores o purchase ne log Domen, 
ntes ctr shal secure ha Eli Documents, vpo ak submission of Lt of 
inen Form salate atto ages gwen blow) fem a BAC Seat aina ddrss 
"ie below, on or bei Api 1, 200. Thay shal suom th sceomplshed Elgbity 
sa ats cr Geo bo recowedby Wie BAC Secraral ma same ddas, onar 
bor Ap 8, 2006. 

3, Ta Local Goverment of Bakiwag eserves Mo right to cent oe any Bid, and to anmu 
{he ing poea and reject seht whet nareby 
bing ony bat tothe acta deer or Beer. 

4 "Har Te prospec bidder agrees ang binds sel to abi tothe Mat decision of be 
hone mamiy lta BAG on rner avos ay lega actio or aims against ma LGU 
"treo pearing oe projet now and a tur 
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Bosco College and in his alma mater, Miriam 
College. 

Here is Cruel's advice: 

“If you decide to pursue a route in the cor- 
porate world, begin your career in sales. It 
will give you an idea of the total operation of 
the company and at the same time expose you 
to the consumer. Marketing will focus on con- 

sumer consumption 
points and your sales 
experience will give 
you the edge in the 
trade and business 
operations. 

Love your work. 
Tm passionate with 
my work because 1 
enjoy what I am do- 
ing. I treat each day 
as an opportunity to 
learn something new 

HOWTO/B23 


Philippines. Cruels 
brand genius is wide- 
ly credited for the 
success of C2 Green 
Tea--touted as the 
most successful prod- 
uct launch in the his- 


Repubtc otha Pipes 
Local Civil Registry Office 
Province ot namis Oriental 
Ee 
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
Incomglarco wih Scion Sol R A No 9048, a notion is 
harby served one pubie het ARLENDOC. SARMIENTO ha 
‘ind att cn pawan t change of fret name fm. 
ARLIN LORETO io ARLENDO ie Centeno of Lor Brin ol 
ARLIN LORETO CADRESOS SARMIENTO wro was bom an 
Docember 10, 1983 at TAGBILARAN. BOHOL and whose 
parents are ANTOUN GABINES SARMIENTO ard BIBIANA 
BS 
Aypenonatversey aleae by sad polson may eis wen 
e 
(Sod NORMA S. DIPUTADO. 
isa a Cay Cro ROBOT 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Meri Re, Fort Sono, 120 Tagu Ciy, egen 


PNOC, PO tox 2102 CPO, Te Nos 8038001 lo 883-1329 Fae No. 840-1675 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invites interested 
contraire lo apply for ill and to bid forthe proja 


REPAINTING OF BUILDING FIVE EXTERIORS 

EDC 06-040 
The Approved Budgol ls PhP 1,625,000.00 chargeable against PNOC-EDC fund. 
The contract duration is 45 calendar days. 
Application forms for lib and the bidding documents may be secured from 
(he PNOC-EDC Contracts Administration Group (clo F.T. Tolibas local 5179) 
larg March 31. 2008 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Pesos: Five 
Hundred (PhP 500.00) 


For the purpose of lating certain Issues. a pre-bid conference wii be held on 
April 7, 2006, 2:00 p.m. al he BAC Conférence Room, First Floor. Bulcing V: 
roy eee: Hani Roe, Fon Bola Tap, Mat Mania: Sie inspection 
pre 

Application for eigbily and sealed bids shall be received by the PNOC-EDC 
Contracts Administration Group. First Floor, Buiding V, Energy Center, Merit 
Road, Fori Bonlaco, Taguig. Metro Manila not lator than 2:00 p.m. (Contracts 
Administration Group Office Wall Clock Timo) of April 10, 2006 and shall be 
publely opened immediately thereafter. 

PNOC-EDC reserves the right o reject any or ali bids or parts thereof, to waive any 
Tntormaliy erem, to accept such bids or to award any part of the work to any bidd 
Whose bid is considered most advantageous to PNOC-EDC. 


The Chairman 
Bids and Awards Committee 
EEN 
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DAY ARTS & BOOKS o TUESDAY FITNESS O WEDNESDAY 
BU © THURSDAY FOOD © FRIDAY FASHION & BEAUTY 


OR THIS SUMMER, TH! 
ction is a cultural fusion, playing out 


ments like braided leathers, 
eads, , python and metallic leathers, 
and bold, bright colo 
Handb 
orful beads an 


PAN 

e golden, pearized orin W d d Sd Ve A bulging belly not only 
omber and the traw 1 Bi NE HA looks unattractive, it 
j increases your risk of heart 

disease. Get rid of it now 
at Marie France FOR MEN. | 

Electro-lipolysis is a safe, 

non-surgical way to remove 

fat. It works by reactivating 

inactive cells, breaking 

down fat into free fatty 

acids, making it available 

to be converted into energy. 

No pain, complications or 

recovery time - just an easy 

EMS : way to eliminate your ugly 

prem e > beer belly and look good. 


(ef) and Air 
Auckland 


= PN \ Call 813-7959 Raamat 


' 
( 
AIR Hampden slides A 


Clobelines Postpaid Plus 
Plus Plus Plus Plus. Only P795. 


For less than what you normally pay, enjoy 

landline connection plus unlimited dial-up G | b L ° 
internet plus unlimited toll-free NDD' epelines 
plus low 100 rates when using your Globe1 card plus dependable Customer Care plus quality 

connection plus big savings plus everything you have come to expect from a reliable network! 


Subscribe now! Call (02) 919-8088" for Luzon, (032) 410-8888" for Visayas ano Mindanao or 171 tie from any Globelines landing or payphone. You can als www. globelines com ph 
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1: THIRD-GENERATION jeweler Cari 
:: father Buji Coscolluela, with Duty Free Phil 
I Kho 


` RUFFA Gutierrez 

` Bektas with her 
Tdiamond-studded 

` Motorola RAZR V3i 


ASIAN Games gold 
medalist Mikee 
Cojuangco Jaworski 


MICHIKO Tachibana and Margot Vargas 
‘Osmefia hold up their ruby, pink and 
sapphire false eyelashes and diamond- 
encrusted Motorola cell phones, respectively, 
which are the evening's prizes. 

a 


Tua sang 


Pa mi 
SAVANNAH Lumen, 
Jina vintage-inspired 
‘putfit, was the fitting 
ner of the 
7 Vintage Vert green 
‘and white diamond 
shes. 


KELLY Misa shows 
off her sapphire and 
diamond-encrusted 
Shu Uemura false 
eyelashes. 


SOCIO-CIVIC-ORIENTED woman Kate 
Gordon and newlywed Audrey Tan Zubiri 
with mother, adorable Dette Tan 


[HE AYALA GANG. MWC president Antonio Aquino; MWC CFO Sherisa Nuesa; 
‘and vice president, Jaime Zobel de Ayala, Ayala Corp. chai 


Fernando Zobel de Ayala 


a Oledan Coscolluela and 


UST AS THE INVITATION HAD 

promised, palanggas, “Bejew- 

eled!” was the fabulous launch 
of the precious stone-encrusted Shu 
Uemura's false eyelashes and Mo- 
torola’s cool RAZR V3i mobile 
phone. Also sponsored by Smart In- 
finity, it was the most dazzling hap- 
pening of the week. 

Cosmo Manille's low-profile crowd was o 
mixing with our town's chic-hip partying reg- 
ulars. They thought they had seen it all until 
brilliant, and young Caris- 
sa Oledan Coscolluela of 
the renowned Oledan jew- 
elers decided to embellish 
the latest beauty acces- 
sories from Shu Uemura's 
"Tokyo Lash Bar, with no less 
than—yes—diamonds, ru- 
bies, sapphires and emer- 
alds, dahlings! 

‘And to complement the 
eyelash collection, Carissa 
came up with gorgeous, 
awesome bejeweled Mo- 
torola RAZR V3i Phones encrusted also with 
fantastic precious stones. 

Highlight of the night was a makeup 
demonstration by Shu Uemura's chief inter- 
national makeup artist, Kakuyasu Uchiide. 
Smart Tina Tinio had organized the program 
she made everyone feel at home as we nib- 
bled on the yummy, limitless flow of cocktail 
finger food courtesy of Zen Restaurant and 
booze care of Bailey's. 

‘Also making us feel at home were good- 
looking Motorola marketing manager Mari 
Litonjua and handsome Smart Infinity boss 
Tom Valderrama. 

Invitees breezed in with their own interpre- 
tation of “dazzling glamour.” The “most da: 
aling people of the night” became winners of 
thelimited jeweled collection. 

Moi breezed in with Linda Oledan, who 
was, naturellement, trés proud of her daugh 
ters fantastic work; Bibing Montelibano Vil- 
lanueva, blooming Anna Oledan Rodriguez 
and brilliant Chickie Locsin, who came with 
her pretty daughters, Bea and Farah. 

‘Moi zoomed in on mother-and-daughter 
tandem, fashion plate Mary Ann Cuenca T. 
and Alessandra Tinio; popular Rep. Edmund 
Reyes, with his stunning wife, Camille; and 
hardworking socio-civic lady, Kate Gordon, 
on one of her rare nights out. 

Hey! You'd think only the women would be 
interested in the bejeweled goodies, but moi 
spotted loads of gentlemen intently inspect- 
ing the prized items, palanggas: Duty Free 
Philippines top honcho Michael Kho; Caris- 
sa's father, Buji Coscolluela; Michael James 
Chua; Rustan’s Dino Tantoco Pineda; and 
architect and Pineapple store owner Anton 
Barretto (who missed winning a Motorola 
studded with precious stones for not being 
there when his name was called. Pity!) 


WirHoUT 
BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache 


ne 
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Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 
eem 


BEJEWELED organizers. Motorola's Mari Litonjua, Shu Uemura's 
general manager Michael Tina Tinio and Shu Uemura chief international makeup artist 
Kakuyasu Uchiide 


Bejeweled crowd 
gets mo 


re bling 


Also there were Metro Pacifics corporate 
communication official David Nugent, who 
was with his close pal, well-liked Ipe Cruz, 
and Super! Tim Yap, who dashed in late. 

Beautiful faces were almost everywhere: 
Ruffa Gutierrez Bektas; Mikee Cojuangco 
Jaworski, and stunning Audrey Tan Zubiri 

Two beautiful gals worked behind the 
scenes to make the affair a success: fab Shu 
Uemura team members Tessa Dragon and 
Xeng Zulueta. 

The grand moment was the awarding of 
the jeweled eyelashes to the night's dazzling 
lookers. Savannah Lumen received the lash- 
es adorned with green and 
white diamonds; fab fashion 
plate Michiko Tachibana 
won the ruby-studded lash- 
es; Kelly Misa won the dia- 
mond and sapphire lashes; 
and Hazel Espinosa won the 
Madonna-inspired all-dia- 

nond lashes. 

Statuesque Marivic Pine- 
da went hon 
la's RAZR V3i, studded with 
diamonds, and blue and yel- 
low sapphire: our palangga 
Margot Vargas Osmefia, brought back to Ce- 
bu the cell phone with diamonds and pink 
sapphire; debonair businessman Rick Yu- 
pangco won the diamond, ruby and sapphire 
version; and Ruffa G. got the diamond Mo- 
torola RAZR Vii. 

As if all that luxurious celebrating wasn’t 
enough, Addict Mobile, headed by brilliant 
young hotshot, Luis Ang, treated everyone to 
an after-party celebration at Embassy's Cui- 
sine, with über-lowing Smirnoff Vodka. 

Definitely a dazzling way, to end a stunning 
evening with those fabulous brands, 
dahlings. 


Humble birthday boy 

Juanito Rosales, the vice president of Ay- 
ala Corp., gave a fun birthday dinner held at 
the exclusive Executive Lounge of 6750 in Ay- 
ala Avenue, palanggas. 

While most would mention the work and 
sacrifice they had to go through before they 
made their first million, or how they received 
their most prestigious award, Juanito R. 
humbly told his invitees he was gratified that 
people “recognized my contributions and 
took the time to attend my birthday dinner.” 

Manila Archbishop Gaudencio Cardinal 
Rosales celebrated the Thanksgiving Mass. 
Well-wishers included Ayala's pillar of strength, 
Jaime Zobel de Ayala, and charity-oriented, 
Doña Bea Miranda Zobel de Ayala, Fernando 
Zobel de Ayala, Jaime Ysmael Sr, Antonio 
Aquino and Sherisa Nuesa, dahlings. 

During the bash, Nitoy recalled, “My 
thoughts that night were, sino ba ako that all 
these people would actually make time forme 
and accept my invitation?” 

‘The answer is simple, sir. You've really 
come a long way, birthday boy. Nest ce pas? 
Cheers, palangga! 


| 


he celebrator, our king of the day, Juanito P. Rosales, Ayala 
Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales: Doña Bea Miranda Zobel de Ayala; and ALI chair, 
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A TRUE luxury collaboration: Philippine Shu Uemura artist Xeng 
Zulueta and co-organizer Tom Valderrama of Smart Infinity 


RUSTAN royals Dino Pineda and 
wife Marivic, the lucky winner of 
the diamond and yellow and blue 
sapphire Motorola RAZR V3i 


T 
INTERIOR designer Anton 
Barretto and Trina Punsalan 


SHU UEMURA'S pretty young 
asset Tessa Dragon and Addict 
Mobile's main man Luis Ang at 
Embassy Cuisine aprés the party 
organized by Addict Mobile 


GLAMOROUS body beautiful 
Merl Tantoco Pineda and pal, 
Susie Quiros 


PATTY Pineda and vivacious 
Carmina Sanchez 


Inquine'S eye-catching gals Kat 
Cruz and Ria Francisco Prieto 


WOMEN of substance. Heir to 
the throne, second-generation 
top jeweler Linda Oledan and 
Chickie Locsin 


Tan and Motorola Phils. country 
manager Patrick Aronson 


DAVAO royals 
Maricris Floirendo 
Brias and mother, 
Doña Nenita del 

Rosario-Floirendo 


d 


THE CELEBRATOR'S wife Dr. Betty Rosales and sons HP, Allan and. 
Mikey 
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THE CLOSING ceremony of the 65th anniversary celebration of La Consolacion College, 
Caloocan City was highlighted by the awarding of Most Outstanding Alumni in various fields. 
‘Awardees are Corazon Ongpauco Tamayo, business; Rita Linda Jimeno, law; Jorge Lerma 


Banal, family life; Carmencita Banal-Padilla, commun 


technology research; Eva Robl 
Puri Alma S. Pena, Basic Education principal. 


ity service; Jean Ann Toral, science and 


; education. With them are Sr. Ma. Gerolinda Tingzon and Sr. 


Search for Superbods” 


CENTURY TUNA WILL HOLD THE FIRST-EVER 
search for its next image models, “Century Tuna 
Superbods Beach Fest” on April 29 at Pier One in 
Boracay. The contest is open to men and women 
aspiring models aged 18-40 years old. Registra- 
tion is 10 a.m.-12 nn and 2-4:30 p.m. on April 29 
at Pier One. Finals will be held in the evening. 
Winners will get P500,000 each and a one-year 
‘modeling contract with Century Tuna. Motorola 
cell phones, iPods, cash and Century Tuna gift 
certificates can be won during the raffle draws. 


UNVEILING. JC Spice Corporation, the multilevel 
direct selling company, will unveil its summer cat- 
alogue on April 8 at Metrowalk Ortigas. Interested 
guests may register from 2-6 p.m. Trainings and 
seminars will be held. Guests can also sample 
cosmetic and organic products by JC Spice. 


WINNER. A 19-year-old student 
from De La Salle University won the. 
grand prize in the recently concluded 
"Shop Your Way to Paris” promo of 
Lutu Castagnette. 

Stephanie Ng will fy to Paris on a four-day, 
three-night trip for two with accommodations. 
and a "personalized" tour of the Lulu Castagnette 
Paris shop as part of her prize. 

Five consolation-prize winners each won 
P10,000 worth of Lulu Castagnette gift certifi- 
cates, They are Iris Araujo, Jennifer Cua Ki, Sarah 
Santillan, Juanita Arroyo and Sally Lim Gotamco. 
‘Twenty-two other shoppers won one pair of 
jeans, one beary charm and P400 discount 
‘coupon each while 120 winners received gift 
packs of one T-shirt, one stuffed teddy bear, 
‘makeup and P400 discount coupon. 

Lulu Castagnette branches are located at 2/L 
Glorietta 4, 3/L Building A SM Megamall, and U 
Rustan's Alabang Town Center. 


MUSIC CLASSES. The Ryan Cayabyab Music 
Studio is offering music appreciation classes for 
children aged 3-7. Activities include rhythm and 
movement, listening, instrumental and ensemble 
playing and group singing. Registration is ongo- 
ing at T-113 Sunvar Piaza, Pasay Road corner 
Amorsolo St., Makati. Call 8443330, 8438040 
and 0917-9096484. 


WORKSHOP. The Philippine Society of Librarians 
and Information Specialists (PSLIS) will hold a 
seminar-workshop, "Cataloging and Indexing Up- 
dates: An Achievement Workshop,” on April 10- 
12 at 10/F SEC Bldg., Edsa, Greenhills, Mandaluy- 
ong City. Call 7241994, 5278351 local 206, 0919- 
7727678, 5298688 and 0919-5180128. 


VISA ORIENTATION. The Philippine-American 
Educational Foundation (PAEF) will hold student 
visa orientations on April 8 and May 6, 9-11:30) 
a.m. The events are for students applying to US 
universities and colleges, their parents and fami- 
lies. Call 8120945 or e-mail mtan@paet. 

Org.pg for details and 

for reservations. 


ENGLISH COURSE. 
Tha Department of En- 
glish of the Ateneo de 
Manila University is of- 
fering limited stots in 
certificate courses in 
English Language and 
Literature teaching 
from April 20-May 27. 
Courses to be taught 
include Effective Com- 
munication Skills 
Principles and Prac- 
tices of Language 
Teaching, and Princi- 
ples and Practices of 
Literature Teaching 
Registration is ongo- 
ing. Call 4266120 or 
‘email Chona Lin at 
clin@ateneo.edu. 


BIGTIME RELOAD. 
Sun Cellular presents 
Bigtime Reload to its 
prepaid subscribers. 
Every time you accu- 
mutate P400 worth of 
load within the promo 
‘month, you get 100 
free SMS which you 
can use to text both 
your friends in the Sun 
network and your 
friends from other mo- 
bile networks. Load up 
Sun Cellular Regular 
Prepaid Call Cards 
available In P50, P150, 
P300 or P500 denomi- 
nations; Sun Xpress 
Load available from. 
P20 to P150; 24/7 Text 


Unlimited Cards: 24/7 Call& Text Unlimited Call 
Cards, Daylite Call & Text Unlimited Call Cards: 
IDD Top 5 or 10 Call Cards. Call its 24-hour hot- 
line number at 3958000. Ongoing until May 31. 


STA. LUCIA PROMO. Shop at Sta. Lucia East De- 
partment Store and affiliate stores Planet Toys. 
and Home Gallery up to May 15 and get the 
chance to win cash and a trip to Boracay. Every 
P500 purchase entitles shoppers to one raffle 
‘coupon in the Great Escape Summer Raffle Pro- 
mo, where SLE card holders earn double points, 
and two raffle coupons. 

Sta. Lucia will also hold an egg-hunting activi- 
ty for kids aged 10 and below. Present a P500 
single purchase receipt from the department 
store/Planet Toys dated March 20-April 9. You 
may also pay at the redemption booth to register 

and get tickets. Kids who can find 
as many eggs as they can win spe- 


GOINGS ON wen Tne one who finds the 


“golden egg” wins a bigger prize. 

Easterrific Day is set on April 16, 2 
p.m., atthe mal's function hall. Call 6815401 lo- 
cal 109. 


GIFT IDEAS. Electronics Boutique offers special 
graduation gifts for as low as P995, until April 15. 
Electronics Boutique has branches at Park 
‘Square, Ayala Genter, Robinsons Galleria, Mar- 
ket! Market! and Alabang Town Center. Call 
8990102. 


LECTURE. The Department of English of the Ate- 
nao de Manila University holds a lecture on 
“Books of the 20th Century" from April 20-May 
31 at the ADMU campus, Monday to Friday, 7:30- 
Sam. Lecture will feature 10 most distinguished 
selections of the 20th century, such as the poems 
ot Rainer Maria Rilke, T.S. Eliot, and Pablo Neru- 
da, "Mrs. Dalloway” by Virginia Woolf, "The 
Stranger" by Albert Camus, “Lolita” by Vladimir 
Nabokov and selections from "Ulysses" by James 
Joyce. The course allows for a more in-depth and. 
critical look of the books. Seminar-lecture will be 
conducted by Maximino Pulan. Call 4266120 or 
4266001. 


RAFFLE PROMO. Digite is giving NetVantage 
subscribers the chance to win desktop comput- 
ers and iPod Nanos with its Gear Up Raffle Promo 
ending May 15. 

Just subscribe to NetVantage during the pro- 
mo period. Digitel Net Direct postpaid sub- 
scribers only have to upgrade their subscription 
to NetVantage. They get one raffle coupon for e 
ery P200 of subscribed plan. Raffle coupons may 
be claimed by presenting the official receipt of 
‘subscription to upgrade at any Digitel business 
center. Raffle draws will be conducted at desig- 
nated Digitel business centers and witnessed by a 
Department of Trade and Industry representative. 
Call 171-0 from a Digitel phone or 2493282 from 
anon-Digitel phone. 


DESIGNS LIGNA 


wuw.designaligna.com 


Activity Highlights: 


Lunch from 12:00NN — 2:30PM 
at the outlet of your choice 


Easter Carnival Activity 
2:30PM- 4:30PM 
Grand Ballroom, 4th level 
ster Carnival treat for 


* Let kids romp on inflatable 
and giant s 


Exciting po 


Clowns and magicians entertain 
with enchanting acts. Awesom 
bubble show to thrill the k 


Ticket Prices 


Seven Corners 
Xin Tian Di 
Raphael Café 


P1,600++ 
P 988++ 
P 980++ 


et pri 
and entrance to the acti 


Sponsored by: ra 


ROOM PACKAGE 


March 25 - Apri 30, 2006 


Take a break from the bustles of city living... 
Enjoy the stillness of the season with the ones wito matter most! 


Prices are subject to VAT, applicable local tax and 10% service charge. 


For inquiries on Easter Carnival and Lent Escape, call 633-7222 


< 
CROWNE PLAZA 


Ortigas Avenue, corner Asian Development Bank Avenue, Quezon City 
fax 633-2824 + url: www.crowneplaze,.comvgallerismanila 


FGOLOGNE SHAMPOO 
With tea tree oll (1 filer) - 
No make your dogs’ hair 
healthy an? smeling fresh 
wl cirusy scent. Toa tree 
‘Dicloanses and disintocts. 


Bitte 


MARKETING CORPORATION 


SUPERMARKETS: Ae Supe Paengis» Baguo Hori Supermarket” Benguet Supermurat Cash â Cary Suprmarel Cher Fc 
SUPERMARKETS: Arto UT rand EE Exchange Subic Makal Sema: Par 
"Soo Sumaq, ` Baca ooa «SM Super Machel» Super SM Hyper `L 
Gaiman Necoma Supermertet PET BHOPB: Aral House Baguio Pel Hab 
"ies Punasan Pel Shep Green Lage Laago s Pel 
"ie Way Pe Shop HARDWARES: Act Hardware = Hanayman Do b 
ann DEALER: Mies Level Prva nc 
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SOUTH EAST ASIAN AIRLINES 


fastest flights to 


Boracay 


35minutes 
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d Manila 
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Taytay 


Puerto Princesa ` 


San Jose (Mindoro) 
Caticlan (Boracay) 
Cebu 

Siargao 

Camiguin 
Zamboanga 
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How to get a life 


after South 


THIS IS SOME SORT OF CONFESSION: I'VE 
been off South Beach Diet for a year now, and 
have thus made peace with carbohydrates. In 
the last two years, SBD was all the rage, with a 
considerable number of people hopping on the 
bandwagon, so to speak, men and women, 


young and old, from bank presidents to mod- 


els. This mass conversion was helped in part by 

personal testimonies 

? Of "successful" or 

LirE- "surviving" dieters, 

including us. 

(STYLED Funny, but to a 

weird few, I've come 

to be associated with 

SBD. One time, in an 

out-of-town resto, I 

was gorging on my 

“heaven food"— 

cheesecake (Ive 

X been rating cheese- 

Thelma Sioson : cakes all over the 

metro; it's a personal 

San Juan ting ete some- 

one from a nearby 

table of women, some acquaintances, walked 

up to me and asked, in an almost accusatory 

tone, “What are you doing? We went on South 

Beach [because of you], then now you're hav- 

ing that!” Spoken to a traitor of some cause. I 

didn't know whether to swallow that cheese- 

cake whole or to explain rationally that my 
‘SBD column was more than a year ago. 

But, as Newsweek pointed out recently, the 
field of health is characterized by fad diets, in- 
formation overload and, particularly relating 
to diets, speedy turnover of information: vil- 
lain today, good guy tomorrow. 

Examples: bacon'and egg. In the '70s and 
°80s, these foods were the outcast, blamed for 
heart diseases. In the past decade, we've been 
told of the redeeming qualities of erstwhile 
"bad-guy" foods such as eggs, peanuts, meats, 
even coffee. 

Coconut oil is a perfect example—vilified 
eons ago, virgin coconut oil is considered the 
miracle drink today. 


Hard to ignore 

Yet diet is a concern hard to ignore. Health 
has become the main agenda in today's 
lifestyle among both the baby boomers and the 
Generation ¥. 

So back to SBD. When in doubt [about fit- 
ness and health), ask Tina Juan who has advo- 
cated all this time smart eating and exercise. 
Rational, moderate, nothing extreme or ridicu- 
lous. She has lived as she has written. I asked 
her to come up with a book on “smart carbs,” 
using recipes by young and popular chef Bam- 
bi Sy Gobio. 


TRADE-IN TRADE-UP 


= 


TO AN HP BUSINESS INKJET 1000 PRINTER. 


In exchange for your old/working or non-working printers, HP is giving you 40% off when you purchase a brand new 
HP Printer from March 20 to May 20, 2006. Originally priced át P8,690, now you can Irode-up to the high performing 
HP Business Inkjer 1000 Printer ot a consumer-friendly price of jus! 4,999. It features 4 individual high-capacity ink 
cartridges for your high volume business printing. It prints a} a fas! 23 ppm for black and 18 ppm for color to make you more 
efficient. Plus, you save up to 21% lower cost per page compared to a monochrome loser printer”. And when you buy thé 
HP Business Inkjet 1000 Printer together with 1 set of HP inks, pay only P4,000. That's 25% off from ils original price of P5,480 
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HP BUSINESS INKJET 
ra 1000 PRINTER 


P4,999^ 


~ Breakthrough product and bilan resus 
wil low cost per page back txt ping 
Top quay nd speed comparable to a laser 
primar - Up to 23ppm (back) or 18ppm (colour) 
^ individuan ink tanks and ong He printheads 
Up to 4800 x 1200 opuiises dpl color prng! 
SRP: P8,690 


cartridges 
1-800-1331-6688 


SMART ADVICE 
SMART TECHNOLOGY 

Get 25% off on HP Ink set. P; SMART SUPPORT 

only P4,000 with printer trade-in. 

Suggested Rotall Price Is P5,480. 


HP Orginal Coriidgo Reseller in 
HP Business inet 1000 prier fo only. 


Batok HP inks o1 25% doo for only P4,000 
wh bo HP Bui je 1000 pe, 
on in purchasing Ive prier rom he rs 
hls and Yodein Printer dea. 
order requie for more hon 3 uns purchased 
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a SLOT irm a ch amie prt PNG bse upon US tatay Faron wn recap con Tha tnr vas commodi. 
wevwapaneadabcom 2008 Hwa Peanl Deon Company, LP. Pl aro st o tano vha pb noden. "po 48001200 gwed pedo bn prng rom a nul and YO no p. Aer tues 
aa an CURA, liam programs ang comen candy Ta HP Cote Cove matalo Ee 198308 f) 


BWRTGPATNG HP ORGIUL CA AGE RESELLERS: Shan Vp SM apa 631724 EM Nh EDSA) 627580 < Sana oa Chw Sr 811069 esa M) 8503043 ca Cu Sond) 2464708 Banda 7623209 «Oe 
Peng ORO EE nan EE «Lo fh qumi 0871234 less Gre] 8329007 + Lucuonor pam 6331024 fy Su) 8123880 + 
MEG el era La 629013 / 8252226 «PC Wor (Goa 4122838 / 1134046. - 
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Beach Diet 


JEANNIE 
Goulbourn 


In it, Tina writes a very good point: "How 
long can a weight-conscious Pinoy go on eat- 
ing celery and peanut butter for merienda?. 
What you like to eat is part of who you are. The 
type of food you prefer is influenced by what 
your family has been serving every day.. 
‘Someone raised in the Filipino culture has an 
‘emotional and psychological attachment to 
carbs, rice in particular. Even Filipinos who 
have moved abroad have a hard time cutting 
the umbilical cord to rice.” 

In short, we can't live without carbo. ls on- 
ly a matter of determining which carbo. Tina 
has also stressed that one can't be on diet for- 
ever; the point of going into a diet is that some- 
day, one has to get off it. 

So a few months of SBD are enough. After 
one has shed 10 or so pounds, it's time to go 
back to carbo, the right carbo. In fact, many are 
going “balik-carbo.” Tina says its a matter of 
choosing the right ones. I didn't go back to 
white rice fully [take brown rice for fiber 

‘The ideal is to have a good share of vegeta- 
bles and protein, and to know when to say no 
to the sweets and cakes, and when to say “oh, 
m 


Impressive 

Tve known quite a few who have kept their 
trim healthy body after SBD. Jeannie Goul- 
bourn is one. She now tells me that she allows 
herself some carbo now and then. 

A most impressive case is network executive 
Monchet Olives, who's lost 113 Ib since more 
than a year ago, going down from jeans size 46 
to 33. He jumpstarted all this by going on SBD 
in January last year. Since then, he's modified 
it by sticking to chicken, fish and “all kinds of 
veggies,” and staying away from sweets and 
carbo. He has 1/2 cup brown rice twice a. 
week. 

“1 still like to eat but, if I have to eat some- 
thing, it must really be worth it, Just being ju- 
dicious," he told us. For example, he hasn't had 
beer in over a year. 

What Monchet had or is havingis nota diet, 
buta lifestyle change. "Its retooling my entire 
life," he said. 

Now he feels light and healthy enough to be 
in the gym four times a week and to go rowing 
atS a.m 

So how to take carbs smartly? Cut down on 
white rice, for one. Have lots of fiber (whole 
wheat bread, for instance) that gives you full- 
stomach feeling. And mix carbs and protein in- 
geniously in your meals. 

“Smart Carbs, Good-carbohydrate Recipes 
for Every Lifestyle,” the book (available in all 
bookstores) by chef Sy Gobio, Tina Juan and 
nutritionist Luchi Callanta, precisely has these 
recipes, 114 of them, from appetizers to 
desserts, from Cheese Fondue with Broccoli to 
Low-carb French Toast. 

Each recipe comes with nutrition and health 
notes by Tina and Luchi. Did you know, for in- 
stance, that mushrooms strengthen your im- 
mune system and enhance the male reproduc- 
tive system? They're low in calories, are sodi- 
um-free, fat- and cholesterol-free. Basically, 
they tell you what happens with what you put 
into your mouth. 

‘As Tina writes, “Smart eating combines 
pleasure with good nutrition 

Tt is eating without regrets. 
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FASHION DESIGNERS’ 
ASSOCIATION OF THE 
PHILIPPINES GALA 


In the absence of a sensible 
forecast, something as basic 
as wearability seemed 

like an afterthought among 
the participating designers 


Text by Alex Y. Vergara 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


'URNING 25 IS SUPPOSED 
ts to look 
on his youth 
while steeling himself for more se- 
rious work ahead—this fact of life 
seemed to has 
few membi 
signers’ Association of the Phi 


FANNY Serrano 
` 


SHANGRI-LA PLAZA MALL / GLORIETTA 4, AYALA CENTER / SM MEGAMALL B / ALABANG TOWN CENTER / 
ROBINSONS PLACE, MANILA / FESTIVAL SUPERMALL / GATEWAY MALL, ARANETA CENTER 
Exclusively Distributed by Stores Speciatists, Inc. 
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Save for the works of a handful 
of young members (Tm being lit- 
eral here since you can count 
them with your fingers), the en- 
tire exercise was mired in vintage 
pasiklaban since almost every de- 
signer seemed tobe intent on out- 
doing the other 

Instead of acting like responsi- 
ble adults befitting FDAP's age, 
members behaved like a bunch of 
rowdy kids screaming, scratch- 
ing, kicking and wringing each 
other's necks in the playground. 

In the absence of a sensible 
forecast, something as basic as 
wearability seemed like an af- 
terthought among participating 
designers. Thus, going through 

JEROME Ang the show was like watching a sur- 

i real version of the Santacruzan, 
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* JUST SHOP Magazine is out every first Friday of the month and it's given FREE to 


Se) 


another favorite venue for patal- 
bugan, this time on the catwalk. 

‘The result was a disaster either 
as big and unwieldy as Peralta’s 
cake-topper confection of a col- 
lection consisting of cheap rib- 
bons and tiers of candy-colored 
tulle, or as revolting as Gozum's 
Brazilian-inspired abomination 
(my apologies to Brazilians). 

‘True to form, the latter again 
combined almost al the elements 
found in the fashion books: ruch- 
ing, beading, cording and layer- 
ing to come up with tiered and 
ruffled pieces that ventured into 
the realm of bad costumes. 

One model had the misfortune 
of wearing one of Gozum's ill-it- 
ting beaded dresses with an un- 
even hem. Much as she tried to 
hide behind a huge ruffled wrap, 


. 


||) pickings 


there was no denying the fact that 
her undies were showing. 

1f he keeps at it, Roland Lirio is 
destined to become Gozum's heir 
apparent. Asifhis dizzying patch- 
work pieces made of various laces 
and floral prints weren't enough, 
he attached a ridiculous train 
made again from the same mate- 
rials to one of his short bubble 
dresses. 


Reliable names 

It was, indeed, a night of slim 
pickings, as even such usually re- 
liable names as Olé Morabe and 
Rem Divino fell short of expecta- 
tions. The former wasn't his usual 
creative self with crinkled pink 
separates with geometric details 
that soon faded in the spotlights 
glare. 


RONALDO 
Arnaldo 


at 20 


Two of the nights biggest sav- 
ing graces came from Ronaldo Ar- 
naldo and Jerome Ang. Im not 
saying this by virtue of default. 
With or without such bad compa- 
ny, the former's pieces inspired by 
the colors of hornbills were wear- 
able and decidedly meant for the 
young. 

His use of such tried-and-test- 
ed materials as jersey, silk and 
fancy crepe (in such shades as 
dark brown, lilac, aqua and ma- 
genta) gained a fresher perspec- 
tive through soft curves, subtle 
drapes and barely-there bias de- 
tails. 

Ang opted for drama as he 
drew from vintage Eastern and 
Western elements such as petti- 
coats and kimono sleeves to fash- 
ion Goth and geisha-inspired 


SUIT UP! 
Show off fun, flirty cover-ups” 


pieces in black, brown, gray, pur- 
ple and hints of aqua. 

The young designer made use 
of such materials as organdy, 
tulle, suede and satin, which he 
embellished with embroidery, 
beadwork, hand-painting and 
strategic perforations. His models 
‘wore kabuki-like masks fora dash 
of drama. (Shades of Inno Sotto's 
styling? Hmmm.) 

Their pieces might have ap- 
peared muted, even drab next to 
Peralta and company's flamboy- 
ant creations. But, at least, their 
clothes showed some semblance 
of the confidence and maturity 
that eluded their supposedly 
more seasoned seniors. 


E-mail the author at aver- 
garaQinquirercom.ph 


from sun-up to sundown. 
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is-trai Her Paris program included costume art 
Paris-trained ts feshin end ao even cases 
Solenn onsewing, knitting, embroidery etc. and tex- 

tiles. But the young woman felt the pattern 
Heussaff and draping courses were insufficient 

“This is why T decided to so back to schoo 

and master pattern.” Beginning July, she will 
wants to also take a yearlong course on draping and 
more pattern-making at the La Salle College 
carve her Intemationa, a Canadian-based schol that 
; hasa franchise in Manila 
own niche While Heussaffs wide-eyed enthusiasm 
h can be easily mistaken for the naiveté of her 
in the rather yous, he aspiring designer uly seems to 
- : have good intentions at heart. 
ight universe “Many talented Filipinos, she observes, are 


ets moving abroad, “and if this continues, there > Forest View ROOM 
of Philippine won't be future inthis county... Together we | CAMP JOHN MAY Steg Located à a Heart of Camp Jom 


; can make miracles... If everyone decides to Hay Shopping Right at Your Doorstep - Die st 
fashion go abroad and one has to be left behind, it will Saute Conp bata Or V Sy Cl 


Pi ‘be me because I'm back and here to stay.” Then come home to an inn that is 
PARIS PAIR. Solenn and her stilettos design Now, who can argue with that? CLERA = CONEY score 


Mne High Cane Camp John Hay Baguio Cily el No (074) 448-6141 Fax No. (074) 46.43401 
“Visit us Online at www.mile'picom ph 


‘Text by Cheche V. Moral 
Photos by Wesley Villarica of Parallax Studio 
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the house epartment Store 
No dne can really fault Solenn Heussaff for ei 3 = 

proclaiming her excitement to be back home, n. 5 E 

all too eager to hone her skills even more and, " » " = = e 

possibly, establish a career. 

“We have a lot of talent here that go to 
waste because we don't trust ourselves,” she 
notes, “but I do feel the Philippines is a coun- 
try of great opportunities, and I'm ready to 
succeed here.” 

The pretty 20-year-old came back in Jan- 
uary after three years in a private design 
school in Paris called Studio Bercot. 
Heussaff's dad, Louis Paul, is a French busi- 
nessman; her mom, Cynthia, a former Bayani- 
han dancer. 

Upon a friend’s advice, Heussaff recently 
made a small collection of clothes, sort of a 
feeler project for the local market, “to get my 
name out there,” she explains. 

The young woman plans to go into ready- 
to-wear- “casual but classy everyday 
clothes” that will fuse the sensibilities of Asia 
and Europe. “Like me!" she adds. 

By accident, she also began making shoes, 
after falling in love with a Marc. Jacobs pair, a 
birthday gift from her parents. 

Her less-than-perfect sketches ("Ive never 
really liked drawing shoes when I was in 
school... I still need to practice”) resulted in 
two striking pairs of earth-toned heels, pro- 
duced for her by the couture shoe label, John 
ee 

A picture showing drops of water on a soil- 
colored pavement inspired the first design. 
“Pm weird that way!” She calls it the “stud 
shoe,” made of suede, snakeskin and silver 
beads and hoops. She also used suede and 
leather for the “tongue shoe,” inspired by 
Louis XIV's footwear. (For inquiries, e-mail 
solennh@gmail.com.) 

Heussaff, who started taking art lessons at 
age 3, says her interest in fashion was influ- 
‘enced by her Filipina lola who, she says, was a 
brilliant pattem maker who did intricate 
bridal embroideries, and her French mammy 
who knitted clothes for all her seven kids. 


Paris training 

‘The young Heussaff had worked as back- 
stage hand at the Paris Fashion Week and in 
the showrooms of Dior, Vivienne Westwood, 
Issey Miyake, Martine Sitbon, getting her fair 
share of real hard work in the largely unglam- 
orous aspect of the business. 

Tt wasn't much, she now says, “but it was 
interesting to see all the work up close,” meet- 
ing the designers though not being allowed to 
ask them questions, and dreaming that “one 
day this could be me.” 

Firsthand, Heussaff learned “secret” haute 
couture techniques and did actual embroi- 
dery for over 300 hours as an intern with Fan- 
ny Liautard, a Paris haute couture bridal la- 
bel. 

As if she doesn’t already have her hands 
full, she is now back in school (at the Fashion 
Institute of the Philippines in Pasig) to study 
patterns. 

“A designer isn't a real designer unless he 
knows patterns,” Heussaff says. 


Lets of Fun 
g, Exciting 
. Aetivities 
await you and 
your little ones 
this month! 
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GROMMET glam 


PEACOCK-BLUE 

and violet embroidered 
silk gauntlets with 
beading from Silk 
Cocoon; white maillot 
from Minx 
(0917-8460007) 
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HEADBANG HOTTIE ay 


‘Alvin Gozum, student ` ` 
Fora rockstar appeal, roll up 
[| your sleeves and accessorize 
with leather and hardware. 


LEAF-GREEN 
embroidered sill 
gauntlets with beading 
‘and leaf-green silk hip. 
belt with shell 
beading, both from 
Silk Cocoon 


fotware enginger 


Cool shades ot h 
with whit iin. 
crisp, topical 
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M. sleeved knit fop, a simple bustier 
or camisole to the classic white 


some armor, Instead, throw on. 


| (not down, mind you) the gaunt- 
|. det; as sartorial challenge to all 


things bland and uninspiring. 
Silk Cocoon's latest innovative 
accessories are divine embroi- 
dered gauntlet-ike beaded cuffs 
and belts, They are the perfect lit- 
tle pieces to help you 
ize a “boring 
wardrobe, They're al- 
so all you need to add. 
a splash. of color to 
your summer whites. 
The . ornamental 
cuffs can easily dress 
‘up a casual outfit or 
accentuate a more for: 
‘mal look. You can even 
‘wear them with jeans 
and a simple tee or 
white shirt: What's 


APPLES' 
PICKINGS 


‘The equally exquisite embel 
lishied sashes are also a much wel- 
come spin on the ubiquitous belt, 
You can opt to wear them obi- 
style to emphasize the waist or 
around the hips for a more mod- 
ern look. If you're into a bit of 
drama and are currently channel- 
ing your inner maiden, you can 
wear them high on the. 
waist or empire-style 
for a more period feel. 
Temight take a bit of 
derring-do to don 
these stand out acces- 
sories but if you're ad- 
venturous enough, 
you'll definitely have 
some... fashionfun 
playing chivalrous 
knight or medieval 
maiden. 


Email the author 
at afashion@inguirer 
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CORPORATE CHIC 

Lianne Locsin-Llorente. account executive 

Be bold and daring. Brighten up your office 
wardrobe with a colortufjee paired with your 
basio neutrals 


FASHION CHAMP 
Stella Baltao, artist 


H 
UPTOWN FLAIR 
Kare Bitanga. 
^ preschool teacher 
"Ria touch of elegance to a 
colton shirt by dressing It up 
with a brocade trench coat. 


Summer's sweltering 
vibe adds extra heat 
to the party scene. 
Soft cotton T-shirts 
from Molecules and 
Particles find its way 
into this season's list 
of party must-haves 


Paolo Wongaptodi 


Take your sports-inspltad 
into the fashion arena with 
Jeans and metallic sneak 


Dress for fashion victory. Play up your cotton shirt 
silky track pants and sparkling diamonds for 
gred look thakshould win you a 


By Kat Cruz 
Contributor 
Photos by Dix 


CHOOL IS FINALLY OUT. 
While others enjoy their 
magna cum laude, summa 

cum laude or loyalty awards, 

you're just happy to have su 
vived school with whatever shirt 
you could find on top of the heap, 
plus your worn-out jean 

But gone are the days of class- 
room-friendly but absentminded- 
ly put-together outfits, because 
it's summer! These days, the only 
bell you're going to hear is the 
chime ofa full-blown party call. 

Gear up as you set shores, your 
poolside or your neighbors back 
yard ablaze, Party dressing sum- 
mer mode is all about comfort 
and style. 

Hold on tight to your favorite 
tee but let your prized pair of 
jeans walk by itself to the clothes 
bin (its already stiff from all the 
dirt it’s gathered since the last 
time you had it washed), Trade it 
in for flirty skirts or sexy shorts 
that are ultimate must-haves for 
this season, Get creative and 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


soy 


match up the blinding rays of the 
sun with dazzling jewels and 
flashy shoes to add blazing ap- 
peal to your staple te 

Stuck in summer school or 
doomed with adress code? Chan- 
nel the Mean Girls or Elle Woods 
of “Legally Blonde." 

Life, after all, inspite of all nui- 
sance and impediments, should 
still be as fun and colorful as you 
want it to be. 


aging editor 
Swing to the 

beat of fashion 
stardom. Wear 
your basic tee 
with a must-haves" 
vest and rugged 


TREND SPOTTING denim shorts. 


Mika Semer 


ieces to | 


and metallic 
silk obiwrap 
belt with 
beading, 
both from 
Silk Cocoon 


Paolo Pacana, student 4! 
Spruce up a bright-colgred tee 
with a sleek white jac 


LADIES” 
Mata Ray 
paa laga 
ayer a funky tee 
delicate sweater and "$ 
‘polished pearls fora look 
that's feminine yet quirky. 
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These latest accessories 
are the perfect little pieces to help 
you stylize a boring wardrobe 


LEAF-GREEN AKE INSPIRATION FROM sleeved knit top, a simple bustier 
embroidered silk all things Medieval and or camisole to the classic white 
gauntlets with beadi fancy yourself a female ‘shirt. 
and leaf-green silk knight errant minus the cumber- The equally exquisite embel- 
PARISIEN some armor. Instead, throw on . lished sashes are also a much wel- 
beading, both from {not down, mind you) the gaunt- come spin on the ubiquitous be 
Ga | let, as a sartorial challenge to ali You can opt to wear them obi 
hings bland and uninspiring. style to emphasize the waist or 
sik Cocoon's latest innovative around the hips for a more mod- 
accessories are divine embroi- ern look. If you're into a bit of 
dered gauntlet-like beaded cuffs drama and are currently channel- 
and belts. They are the perfect lit- ing your inner maiden, you can 
tle pieces to help you wear them high on the 
sylize a boring APPLES' waist or empire-style 
wardrobe. They're al- fora more period feel. 
Seal you need to add PICKINGS Tt might take a bit of 
a'splash of color to ; Jr yderring-do to don 
your summer whites. hese stand out acces- 
The omamental â sories but if you're ad- 
cuffs can easily dress D 'enturous enough, 
up a casual outfit or Fyou'll definitely have | 
accentuate a more for- Ë isome — Peien An 
mal look. Youcan even We + playing chivalrous 
wear them with jeans £ knight or medieval 
morc Ls and a simple tee or { maiden. 
Srono MAUREEN OI - white shirt. Whats 
AR AND MAKEUP ES PAYUGA š more, they can add E-mail the author 
Een EE air to any article of E 
VANESSA VALDERRAMA. BONSAI FOJAS i — clothing, from a long- Apples Aberin- com.ph 
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CORPORATECHIC 
Lianne Locsin-Llorente, agcount executive 
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Contributor 


NLY SPORTS ILLUS- 

trated and FHM calen- 

dar models can plead 
ignorance on the importance 
of covering up one’s exposed 
limbs on the beach. 

Every “non-bikini model" knows that 
the choice of one’s beach cover should 
be as strategically planned as a success- 
ful war campaign. For not only does the 
perfect beach cover disguise a multi- 
tude of dietary sins, but when chosen 
and worn properly, can even help snare 
one's ideal mate 

Most beach cover-ups fall into two 
basic schools of style: glam or relaxed. 

‘The hot look to try this season for all 
you glamour queens is the “Boho luxe." 

Consider a flowing caftan im rich 
sunset or beach tones, subtly beaded 
for serious sparkle. 

‘Accessorize the look with vintage 
shades or huge designer aviators. Top 
this look off with a matching designer 
scarf to protect hair and add the 


NEW YORKER orange sherbet chiffon; 


LIFESTYLE 


sew PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER rnt 


chocolate and ivory striped bikini; 
and zebra printed shades; 

ither and rope Prada sandals 
coral bangles and ring 


“oomph” factor. 

‘Unfortunately, this is one beach outfit 
where your fave Havaianas just won't cut 
it. Better bets are jeweled thongs or metal- 
lic Roman-style sandals with lace-up. 

Sophisticated and powerful, this 
look is a surefire head-turner requiring 
loads of confidence to carry off. But fair 
warning for minimalists and wallflow- 
ers attempting this look sans supervi- 
sion from a fashion-plate buddy: A bad 
attempt at this look could easily trans- 
late you from Italian film star into a 
nightmare mother-in-law. 

For the more laid-back beach babes, 
the new cool look to try is the “nautical 
preppie.” Not as overtly seductive as 
the Boho luxe, this look works best for 
gym bunnies though six packs are not 
mandatory. 

Pull this look off by combining striped 
tees, crisp white shorts and rope acces- 
sories. Ideal for the girl-next-door type. 

But fashionistas should resist the 
urge to go overboard with too many 
“sailing” references (i.e. rope necklace, 
anchor patches and, dare if you will, a 
sailor hat) unless the goal is to look like 
a first mate in “Love Boat." 


BOHO LUXE 

Bohemian looks range from Asian island chic to French Riviera 
glam. Look for exotic prints, vintage materials and elaborate 
beading. Culling second-hand stores and going through 
bazaars isa good way to find funky pieces in great prices. 

New Yorker boutique on Pasay Road is a haven for unique 
vintage outfits, from chic caftans to made-to-order ball 
gowns. It specializes in beading as well as retro pieces for all 
‘occasions. 

House of Laurel in Palma Village carries chiffon and stretch 
outfits cut into sexy, wearable feminine pieces in every color 
with accessories to match. Get your money's worth from each 
item as the friendly and knowledgeable staff are chock full of 
stylish tips on how to maximize the look of each piece. 

Kate Spade in Greenbelt 3 carries brightly hued and 
quaintiy pretty shoes and bags to add Uptown glam to your 
beach getup. 

Prada in Greenbelt 3 never fails to make one salivate on 
key wardrobe pieces season after season, from "It" hand 
bags to to-die-for shoes. Splurge on its quality craftsman- 
ship and striking designs. You can always resale after. 

Mix carries everything from dainty Tracy Reese tops toa 
mouthwatering denim collection. Accessories range from vin- 
tage watches to Puma trainers. if you're looking to add dos 
town chic to your wardrobe, you can't miss this yummy mix. 
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NAUTICAL NUMBERS 

Look for canvas, rope, stripes in sailing colors (navy, red, yel- 
Jow, green) mixed with crisp white or cream. The nautical look is 
atun, popular trend that can become a wardrobe classic if not 
taken too literally. 

At Culte Femme in Rustan's, you are guaranteed to find the 
perfect "date dress” as well as the ideal beach cover-up. In- 
spired by Parisian chic, this boutique is a sure hit for the so- 
phisticated femme fatale. 

Most brands are cashing in on the fun and easy-to-wear 
summer trend. From Topshop to Bench, there is a striped tee 
or sellor-inspired pants to fit your size and budget. But if 
you've got some spare change to blow and want to add that 
extra touch, try Louis Vuitton Globe trotter bags in canvas or 
Bottega Veneta's new canvas and leather bags bordered in 
primary colors. 

BEAUTY TIPS: 

Makeup by Abbygale Arenas for Lancôme. Summer Col- 
lection, "The Enchantress.” Minimal makeup looks best with 
amazing lashes. Try Uextreme mascara from Lancome. 

Hair styled by Borge Aloba for L'Oreal Professionnel. Use 
Tec ni art Hot Style Constructor to get that perfect beach hair 
look: Spritz on Tec ni art finishing spray for that weightless 
un-sticky hold; and Tec ni Art Liss control serum to keep fly- 
aways in place and to add shine. 
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There's magic at work 
Visit the park from now till ue 30, 2006 and you'll get to m these 


special offers: 


Extra Magic — choose one of these a treats: 


^ A complimentary photo of you enjoying Space Mountain or: 
The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh. 


* A FREE main course when you buy one at selected restaurants. 
* A FREE souvenir Disney-themed lunchbox. š 


Breakfast on Us 


* All guests who stay at either the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel or the 
Disney's Hollywood Hotel will enjoy a delicious complimentary breakfast! 


So what are you waiting for? Book your holiday to Hong Kong Disneyland 
through your local travel agent today and begin your magical journey. 


“Offers are available from one of the following agents or your preferred travel agents: 


Alpha Travel 

Cathay Pacific Airways Lid 
Emphasis Teavel & Tours 
Fortune Travel 

Golden World Travel 


“Terms and Conditions 


2242 5869 
2757 0888 
22426146 
22422774 
2241 6968 


All ccrnatlonalgucta who book a bray trough a ry apent ar one efor tel iom mow ill Spee 
“ver maxim 4 gueses pet room) during hey Fo more deci plex contact your oa ae agen, 


Image Travel & Tours Corporation 
Las Palmas Tours and Travel 
Ludy Travel 

Macriel Travel & Tours 

Magellan World Travel Inc 


25234226 


25237786 - 


28154620 
2521 8831 
2 5224809 


Philippine Airlines 

Reli Tours and Travel Agency 
Renaissance Travel 

Royal Class Travel 

Seven Seas Travel & Tours 


2855 8888 
28673333. 
22434237 
25252864 
2833 1714 


Sinai Travel and Conventions 
Sparkle Holiday 

Sunbrighr Tours and Travel Corp 
“Transnational Travel and ‘Toure 
Uni Orient Travel 


25217483 
23037251 
2524 0898 

ass 
2243 3888 
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when fashion is foremost on everyone's 
minds, and beauty in all its fabulous guises 
takes center stage. The brainchild of the coun- 
try's fashion forerunners Joey and Audie Es- 
pino, Philippine Fashion Week has been instru- 
mental in driving the country’s fashion indus- 
try and helping increase the fashion quotient 
of the Philippine public these 
past nine years, showcasing 
the latest trends and timeless 
pieces from both established 
and upcoming designers 

from all over the country. 


IE: THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN 
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Textus your feedback: 
Inquirer ife rame/agelcitylmessage to, 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Making this year’s fashion extrava- 
(| ganza more vibrant is Avon Color, the | 
official makeup sponsor of Philippine -| 

Fashion Week '06. I had the chance to 

go backstage and witness ail the 

glamorous goings-on firsthand! 

— : Friday afternoons at The Fort are 

Ria Francisco- 


Prieto 


often laidback and -relaxed—with 
party people arriving well after office 
hours—but on this particular after- 
noon, backstage at the NBC Tent, a 
‘whirlwind of activity and excitement took place as early as 3 
p.m. in preparations for the week's opening salvo, EsAC's cel- 
ebration of the 25th anniversary of the Fashion Designers As- 
sociation of the Philippines (FDAP). 

Racks upon racks of couture creations lined the makeshift 
dressing rooms, while gorgeous models were fitted with their 
ensembles. They strutted their stuff for the dry run, or (my 
personal favorite!) began hair and makeup preparations. 

Because makeup is an essential part of every fashionable 
woman's total image, Philippine Fashion Week 06 tapped the 
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| ` Foumen 
, sf country’s top makeup artists to create and ex- 
11 L ecute the “look” of each show. 

EsAC's gala celebration of the 25th an- 
Ziniversary of the FDAP was placed in the capa- 
“ble hands of Jingky Ilusorio and his creative 
Itam. 

| 112 With 27 designers showcasing over a hun- 
2 ered ensembles ranging from sexy swimwear 
ito intricate evening gowns, llusorio was 
1 1 tasked to create a look that would stand out 
323 during both casual and formal occasions. 
“The first thing that people notice are the 
eyes and lips, and good makeup should al- 
ways highlight these features," said Ilusorio. 
Dark eyes and luscious lips are a classic stun- 
ner, and easy to achieve with Avon Color's ex- 
tensive line of eye shadows and lipsticks. 
Tlusorio mixed and blended the Taupe and 
Steel shades from the Lilac Dream and Deep- 
est Rose eye shadow quads for that smoky 
look. For red lips, the creative team turned to 
‘Avon Beyond Color Plumping Lipcolor in Chili 
and Avon Color Ultra Rich Color Lipstick in 
Rich Rose. The results were indeed a smash 
hit on the runway, where the models’ made- 
up faces drew attention to—and not away us AMEN 
from—the showcased pieces. : t j — 


Goddesses and divas 

Saturday afternoon saw the premiere of 
„Rajo Laurel's much-awaited 2006 collection, 
with celebrities, socialites and other promi- 
` nent personalities filling the front-row seats. 
‘The show started fashionably late, but was 
well worth the wait as far as Rajo's fans were 
concerned. 

Statuesque models donning lean and sexy " 
yet elaborately embellished silhouettes in N 
shades of bone, brown and black were ap- ^ š GLAMMED up 
-plauded as they walked down the runway. š and ready for 

; Equally eye-catching were the Arnel Papa ac 7 therunway 

cessories accenting each outfit: bold. chunky 
pieces in gold, wood, and even cu 
. Gela Laurel, Rajo's siste 
of choice, and Eric Manin 


of tuming the models into bronzed beauties. 

wanted to take the natural beauty of the 
tanned Filipina and glam it up a notch,” said 
Gela, who used Avon Color Personal Match 
Dual Powder Foundation in Almond and Per- 
sonal Match Natural Loose Face Powder in 
Natural to give the skin an even, flawless 
Flow. 

Maningat, onthe other hand, played up the 
girls naturally luscious lips with Avon Color 
Shine Supreme in Twig Glaze and Glimmer- 
sticks Lip Liner in Pink Bouquet. He enhanced 
their eyes with Avon Color Astonishing 
Lengths Waterproof Mascara and True Color 
Eye Shadow Quad in Deepest: Rose. “This 
gives them a bronzy, smoky shimmer,” he 
said. 

Later that night, upcoming designers in- 
vaded the runway for the Sony Ericsson Pow- 
er Generation Forecast and New Generation 
Collection. For fashion-forward mavens and 
stylish trendsetters, the young designers are 
always worth watching with their creative in- 
novations that breathe new life into the in- 


LIPSTICK with 
moisturizer for an 
easy glide 


GLOSS fora 
fuller pout 


FOUR-PALETTE eye shadow 
for a day-to-night look 


HE SWELTERING SUMMER HEAT IS NO EXCUSE 
for not looking your best. Having a fresh, natural 
look is the perfect way to stay cool all summer, 

Jong, and is easy to achieve. 

"Top makeup artist Toto Bagamasbad and Miss Avon 
2005 Jaylyn Diquiatco shows us how to get that fabu- 
ously fresh look. (Photographs by Dominique James). 

1. To keep your eyes looking fresh all day, add a touch 
of cool color to your eyelids with Avon True Color Quad 
Eye Shadow in Lilac Dream. 

2, Sun-kissed cheeks are the mark of true summer 
beauty. Use Avon True Color Powder Blush Duo in 
Peaches/Corals to enhance your natural glow. Remem- 
ber that blush application differs with face shape. Ap- 
plying blush directly on the cheekbones best enhances 
ong face shapes, while square faces are softened when 
blush is applied on the side of the cheekbones. And for 
round faces, the best place to apply blush is just under 
the cheekbones. 

buo Bls ty encased PG Sm gorgeous shades bring soe a 

i ural beauty. For sheer color and luscious shine, try Avon 

Color Sheer Nourishment Lip Color in Peach Dazzle, 

topped off with Shine Supreme Lip Color in Glossy 

Rose. 


MAKEUP you can do 
from runway to real life 


poer. 
Seafood Festival 


Our newest dishes -- fresh and 
mouth-watering, Available for a 
limited time. Catch ‘em now! 


modern takes on vintage looks, ingenious use â 
ij of native materials, and precision construc- BB š - 
tee tion. 
j As the show also showcased the latest 
J Walkman phones from Sony Ericsson, chief | 
[ stylist Toto Bagamasbad derived creative in- 
Í spiration from the music industry. “The girls 
] will be sashaying down the catwalk accompa- 
: nied by funky beats, so 1 want their makeup to 
channel the great disco divas of the 19705." 
Bagamasbad brought back the glam look of 
yesteryears with purplelidded eyes and 
berry-stained cheeks made possible by Avon 
Color True Color Eye Shadow Ouad in Lilac 
Dream and True Color Powder Blush Duo in 
Berry/Wine, topping it off with the smooth 
shine of Avon Color Shine Supreme Lip Color 
in Lustrous Berry and Sparkling Wine. 


dustry 
And indeed, the show was characterized by Mango Shrimp P 


A 


Fresh and fabulous 
Sunday was my third day observing the be 
hind-the-scenes action of Philippine Fashion 
Week '06. I thought I had the routine down 
LAST-MINUTE pat, so I was pleasantly surprised to see new 
faces waiting in the wings. As it turned out, 
Avon invited the winners of their first-ever 
beauty pageant to watch the afternoon show. 
"They were backstage taking a closer look at 
all the preparation that went into the staging Ç 
of Philippine Fashion Week 06's Premiere Col- 
lection B featuring Alex Pigao, Lyle Ibañez 
and Raoul Ramirez. With Avon Color, Baga- 
masbad created the fresh-faced look for the 
morocuensav three designers, which was accented by shim- 
Downguewes ~ mery eyes and rosy cheeks. 
a sess All three designers showcased collections | 
de Se that reflected various facets of summer. Pi- 
ANDTOTOBAGAMASAO ^ Gage gowns were obviously inspired by the 
beach, with creatively constructed pieces that 
alluded to the seaside's slinky fishnets and .; 
sinuous waves. Ibafiez, on the other hand, 
presented a luxurious yet casual collec- 
tion—with a cool color palette of grays, blues 
and greens—that would surely help cos- 
mopolitan women beat the summer heat. 
And, lastly, Ramirez took the shine of summer 
days and translated it into high fashion for 
hot summer nights, with metallic hues and 
oh-so-chic silver lace. 
Indeed, watching any of the shows present- 
š ed at Philippine Fashion Week is enough to in- 
NOU WM SIVE spire even the most naive of fashion ingénues 
to become style stars. I can't wait to try out all 
these exciting new looks in fashion and make- 
up! 
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and great makeup. 
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of color 
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lipstick 
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REVLON Love That Pink blush 


LAURA Mercier 
Liquid Crystal Lip 
Glaze in pink quartz 


Whether you're out to get a tan 
or need utmost coverage from the 
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MAKEUP IS NOT A NECESSITY, I AM 
aware of that. For spring/summer I 
feel that what is more important is 
taking care of the basics like good 


poned writing 
about the 
spring 2006 
collection of 
makeup 
brands be- 
cause it 
push beauty 
addicts like 
me to the fi- 
nancial brink. 
Here, 
will be pre- 
sented not by brand but by category. L 
will also make my choice picks. Of 
course, this doesnt mean you 
shouldn't check the selection yourself 
and see what will suit you and your 
needs more. These are merely guide- 
lines. 
Lips 

The key word is natural and en- 
hanced. All you need is a sheer wash 
of color via sheer lipsticks or very 
shiny and slightly tinted gloss. A sur- 
prise product that got me the most 
compliments was Shu Uemura's 
‘Sweet Lip Gloss in Lavender, which 
gave my pale, chapped lips a subtle 
and very even-toned and natural 
mauve pink tint while hydrating it 
when worn alone and corrects the 
color of lipsticks that are too orange. 

Art Deco lipsticks in natural 
155 (P479.75) is a pearlized pink 
beige shade that looks fabulous alone 
on pale skin or paired with dark 
smokey eyes for most skin colors. It's 
a sexy moist nude, but make sure the 
lips are free of any dryness or flakes 


Kinny Salas 


| before applying because the shimmer 


emphasizes the flakes. 

Lancóme's Juicy Tubes are consis- 
tent best sellers. I am partial to violet 
or bluish shades. Laura Mercier’ liq- 
uid crystals in pink quartz (golden 
rose) or citrine (tangerine gold) 
makes lips look seriously fuller. in the 
bottle you see a jewel-like mixture of 
colors like quartz, but the effect on 
the lips is extremely sexy. Lips are hy- 
drated but the color lasts and fades 
evenly Using it daily has actually im- 
proved the condition of my very dry 
lips. 


Eyes 

The best mascaras for me, hands 
down, are Lancomes TExreme, 
which gives the appearance of longer 
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they ^ 


SHU Uemura Sweet Mode Spring 2006 


lashes without clumping, and Awake 
Roll Curl Mascara, which when ap- 
plied right, will curl the most stub- 
born of lashes. Is very waterproof so 
no amount of sweat and even slight 
oiliness can make it smear. 

‘Those who feel their lashes can 
never be thick or long enough should 
try POreai's new reformu- 
lated Double Extension 
Mascara, which is the 
closest to false eyelash- 
es we can get. 

Eye-color formula- 
tions that are cool to 
the skin, easy to apply 
and high on staying 
power are water- 
based Awake's Star- 
dom eye tint liquid 
eye colors, with eight 
versatile shades. My 
favorites are cham: 
pagne, lavender, cher- 
ry pink and gray. Shu 
Uemura's Eye Jellies 
feel like damp sponges 
with cool liquid color. 
One spreads them by 
using the Engers. The 
bestsellers are blue and 
beige. Awake's liquid 
eyeliners come in five col- 


ors and are very waterproof and so 
unlike the pencil version, they won't 
smear. 


Cheeks 

‘The colors to have are those from 
the peach and pink family. Of course 
it follows that the darker the skin, the 
deeper the pigment should be. Very 
tanned complexions can go straight 
to bronzers for cheeks. 1 highly rec- 
ommend Shu Uemura's Apricot and 
‘Sakura blush. Generally black or dark 
'brown-haired girls look better with 
Sakura cherry blossom pink and 
those with golden-brown or high- 

lighted hair look great in apricot. 
lf you want the combination of 
peach and pink with shimmer like 
Nars Orgasm, which is always out of 

stock, try P Pink 36D. The pi 

‘ment of Shu blushes are pretty 
rich that they will show up on 
darker skin when applied with a 
heavier hand. For those with a 
tighter budget, Maybelline has 
a great selection of affordable 
blushers in its Pure Blush 
range. Pure Apricot is not a 
bad substitute for Shu's 
‘Apricot. A close shade to 


LANCOME l'Extreme Sakura is Revion's Love 
Lengthening Mascara 
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B CAGAYAN” 


B Finding tra ure in the North 


, A 
By Marlet D. Salazar? ë 


CAGAYAN, 

slong the coastline of the country boasts ofis 
magnificent beaches perfect for surfing and 
other aqua sports. At the heart of this deeply. 
religious province lie beaches and seas wi 
satisfy both the tourists and fishetmens 


needs 

Beach: 
Claveria, Manidad, 
blue, clean, and d 


ayanos pride them 
ness of marine resources along 
Claveria but there are more 
and-aquatie resources: The rt 


Text and photos by Joel V. 


DAVAO IS NO STRANGER TO 
superlatives. The city proper is 
one of the world's largest cities. It 
is one of the most livable cities in 
‘Asia and one of the cleanest and 
greenest in the Philippines. It is 
also home to the country’s high- 
est peak, Mt. Apo, and the most 
important Philippine orchid 
specie, the waling-waling. 

Dubbed as the “Fruit Basket of 
the Philippines," Davao also boasts 
of large areas of fruit plantations 
and is home to the world-famous 
banana, pineapple, pomelo, and 
durian, the king of all fruits. 


from Sta. Ana, San Antonio (À 
elds a calming ef 


cr 


At the slopes of Mt. Apo is where 
waling-waling, regarded as the 
queen mother of orchid specie 
grows. The capital, Davao City, is 
also where a thriving orchid and 
cut-flower industry, orchid farms 
and flower plantations abound. 
Davao's major attractions in- 
clude the world-class Pearl Farm 
Beach Resort in the Island Garden 
City of Samal; the Philippine Ea- 
gle Nature Center in Calinan 
which treats visitors to a rare 
glimpse of one of the world’s en 
dangered bird species, the Philip- 
pine eagle; the Crocodile Park in 
Ma-a, probably the country's rich- 


est in terms of diversity; the 
Malagos Garden Resort with its 
butterfly sanctuary, horseback- 
riding trails, orchid farm and pet- 
ting zoo and Samal Island itself 
which is home to fine white sand 
beaches, dive sites and caves. 

‘The DOT Regional Office in 
Davao may be reached through 
tel. nos. (082) 221-0070 or (082) 
221-6955 or at e-mail address 
dotr11@yahoo.com. 


Pearl Farm Beach Resort, 
Island Garden City of Samal 


This private beach resort, 
though situated in the chartered 


Island Garden City of Samal is 
one of Davao's major. tourist at- 
actions. 

Once a breeding ground for 
President Emilio Aguinaldo's 
white-lipped oyster, whose sur- 
vival depends on the cleanest 
underwater environment, the 
original pearl farm has been 
converted into the existing 
Pearl Farm Beach Resort in 
1992, the same year when its 
magnificent blue waters was 
declared a marine sanctuary, 
thus, preserving its unique 
coral formations and fish life 
forever. 


It is bordered on the east by 
two hectares of gorgeous lush 
tropical forest with an unusually 
wide variety of native greens, gi- 
ant ferns and flowers. The houses 
in the resort are inspired by the 
stilt-houses of the Sulu Sea using 
strictly native materials like bam- 
boo, coconut and yakal. They of- 
fer ‘extremely comfortable ac- 
commodations and the westward 
views of the sea, sunset, Mt. Apo 
and surrounding islands. 

The world-class resort was 
host to the Asean Tourism Forum 
held in the country last Jan. 13- 
21. 


This private beach 
resort, though 
situated in the 
chartered Island 
Garden City of 
Samal, is one of 
Davao’s major 


tourist attractions 
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BORACAY 
s hottes 


PROBABLY THE PHILIPPINES’ HOTTEST 
destination this time of year. Boracay's pris- 

tine white sand beaches have lured local 

and foreign tourists inhabiting the island 

from sun up to sun down. Activities in the is- 

land can keep everybody awake all day- 

from frolicking in the clear waters, to ba- 

nana boat ride or parasailing, to snorkeling 

or simply raiding the various shops that 

have sprouted in its every nook and cranny. 

At night, one can hop from one establish. = 

ment to another as each offers music, food and shows 
for the island visitors. Indeed, Manila's gimmick nights 
have been transported to this world-class resort. 

Yes, the Koreans have not only invaded our evening TV 
fare but also our country's tourist destinations including 
Boracay. Latest statistics show that they have exceeded 
the Japanese as the second largest foreign tourists next 
only to the Americans. In Boracay, they can be found at 
Seraph Hotel, which incidentally is owned by a Korean. 

What lured them really to this world-class beach resort 
are its rooms with pool access. This is ideal for honey- 
mooners, which forms the largest slice of Seraph Hotel's 
market, as they can go to the pool directly through their 
room's rear door. Located in the second and the third 


np nyn cones 
floors are the castle suites, so named because the building 
resembles that of a castle. 

Its first two buildings house the presidential and suite 
rooms which contain furnishings all sourced from Italy. 
The new building's furnishings came from China-from the 
big bed down to the pillows. 

Now with 204 rooms, Seraph Hotel is now the biggest 
resort hotel in Boracay. Its amenities include three swim- 
ming pools, a gym, a game room, and a main dining 
restaurant which also serves as a convention area. 

For inquiries, you may visit its Manila office at Casa 
Catalina Bldg., No. 635 Gen. Malvar St., Malate, Mani- 
la, tel. no. 524-4825 or 524-4142. You may also Jog on 
to www.boracayseraph.com. Joel V Nigos 


The perfect summer hideaway 


RELAX, UNWIND, HAVE FUN 


Imagine... earthen paths for leisure hikers and 
Joggers, swimming in the pool. playing in the mini 
golf, horseback riding while goals and sheep graze in 

mee tho grassy fields. Experience athletic gamas in the 
marang] Ovaltrack and feld. Go boating and have fun at balsa 
dë alts” on the cool lake with the ducks, geese and 

‘swans. Camp it out in soft grass and tounge in our 


Kin. 79 McArthur Hi-way, Calibutbut, Bacolor, Pampanga 
(botwoen San Fernando ang Angoras City) Telefax: (045) 687-1748; (02) 246-8344, 


Hoad Office: Union Square Showroom 
67 Set. Rallos cor. T. Morato, G.C. * Tel.: 926-7750: 928-5445; 928-3301 
Fax: 825-4616 * Email: inlo@leospark.com + Website: www.Jeospark.com 


JUST AN HOUR AWAY FROM MANILA 
is a peaceful and exquisite leisure park - 
Leo's Leisure Park in Calibutbut, Bacolor, 
Pampanga (between San Femando City 
and Angeles City). 

Leo's Leisure Park is a ten-hectare 
farmland with 60 percent of the area in 
‘natural spring water. Carefully construct- 
ed in harmony with its natural surround- 
ings, the park has two function areas 
within the lake, a fishing village, two 
swimming pools that is “Batis” and a 25- 
meter pool. Enjoy horse back riding and 
mini golf, jogging and fishing and our 
track and field arena. Experience boating 
and bamboo rafting with, the ducks and 


fish teeming by. rural-setting backdrop 
of tall swaying bamboo, as herds of hors- 
es, goats, and sheep graze nearby Relax 
with a massage or spend the night in any 
of the rustic cottages with the best of 
Philippine furniture. Also enjoy afford- 
able meals at Leo's Grill and Restaurant 
at the Fishing Village. 

Leo's Leisure Park is the perfect place 
for corporate functions like team build- 
ings, business planning and conferences; 
school functions, sports fests, weddings 
and family get together parties 

For inquiries on group packages, call 
(02)246-8344, (02)928-5445, (02)928- 
3301, (02)926:7750, Fax# (02)929- 


^ 


4416, They also offer annual corporate 
and individual privilege memberships 
where everyone can enjoy the place and 
facilities at discounted rate. 
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SIQUIJOR IS AN ISLAND BELIEVED TO HAVE RISEN 
from the ocean in an immense storm and is a province 
masked with mysteries, unusual religious beliefs, 
witchcraft and sorcery. The island is famous for the 
mangkukulam, healers or sorcerers-individuals who treat 
ailments and cast maleficent spell. The Spaniards called it 
“Isla del Fuego” or “island of fire” because of the eerie lu- 
minescence generated by the swarms of fireflies found in 
the island at night which adds mystery to the province. 
But aside from this mystery and black magic that 
have been associated with the province, there is anoth- 
er form of magic that would definitely enchant visitors 


@ 
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to the province. The island is a perfect laidback get- 
away for people weary of urban life. It is surrounded by 
uncrowded beaches, unexplored caves, falls, pic- 
turesque sunset and varying colors of the sea filled with 
mysterious sites to discover. Also can be found in Siqui- 
jor is the San Isidro Labrador Church and Convent in 
Tazi, reputed to be the biggest and among the oldest in. 
the country. 

Siquijor is accessible via boat or fast ferries from Ce- 
bu, Dumaguete or Bohol. 

For inquiries, you may call the Siquijor Provincial 
‘Tourism Office at (035) 344-2088 or (035) 480-9076. 


By Marlet D. Salazar 


IFUGAO IS ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENTED TOURIST 
spots in the country, and the Banaue Rice Terraces, the 
famous. 

Going on a Banaue Heritage Tour will bring you to other 
wonderful places and the discovery of the locals ancestry, 
culture, and way of life will leave you in awe, Mostly in- 
volved in carving, the people of Ifugao were able to create 
what would be considered the 8th Wonder of the World. 

More than the magnificent view, the terraces have their 
own stories to tell. It was estimated that it took more than 
2,000 years for the natives to build it. The women tend to 
it while the eldest daughter inherits it. Rising to at least 
3,000 feet, the rice terraces are more than just a view to 
marvel at. 

A few minutes ride from Banaue proper is the Bangaan 
village, a small community of locals who managed to pre- 
serve their ancestry. It is said that in certain times of the 
year, one can see a rainbow against the setting sun at the 
horizon. In the journey going to Sagada from Banaue, a 
stop at the Mt. Polis will give you the chill (literally), Imag- 
ine the weather atop the mountain of 6,000 feet above sea 
level! 

With amazing mountains to feast your eyes on, every 
traveler wouldn't mind the bumpy ride, 

‘And what a way to conclude the trip but with the dream. 
destination of Sagada. Sagada is now surrounded with es- 
tablishments to suit every traveler's needs. To reach the 
Echo Valley which happens to be one of the perfect spots to 
view from afar the hanging coffins, one has to pass 
through a "conventional" cemetery. 

It is also a haven for cheap goods like the big tomatoes 
which cost only about P20 a kilo, mountain tea for only 
PIO a pack. 

Engtande Travel offers Banaue Heritage ‘Tour for 
groups and families. Contact 851-0361, 851-1549, mobile 
0921-9796165 with offices at Buenavista Bldg., Quirino 
Ave., Parafiaque City. 


Siqui 
Beach Resort in San Juan, Siquijor. 
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‘Text and photos by Raquel P Gomez 


TO EXPERIENCE A ZOOBIC SAFARI 
adventure in Subic Bay Freeport in 
Olongapo City is like being thrown in- 
side National Geographic's African sa 
fari program. A pack of huge healthy- 
ooking tigers chase after your vehicle 
in open grassland. Curious ostriches 
gather round your vehicle as if to say 
“peek-a-boo.” In a show staged in the 
jungle, a wild boar thinks.and acts 
like dog, a blind albino python snake 
entertains guests, and cub tigers as 
big as Labradors are eager to be 
stroked and bottle fed by guests. 

The Zoobic Safari experience may 
be more than enough to satisfy the 
animal longing in you, but at Subic 
Bay, there are still several adventures 
that can thrill, excite and get your 
adrenalin going, 

Subic Bay offers a range of a 
ties that will make you wet and wild 
this summer, from safaris, jungle sur- 
vival lessons (JEST Camp) and moun- 
tain treks to wonderful beaches and 


diving sites and whaleshark and dol- 
phin shows (Ocean Adventure). The 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
(SBMA) is currently offering afford- 
able tour packages. 

‘A Subic Day tour costing only P599 
per person will have you experience 
the Zoobic Safari, Pamulaklakin For- 
est Trail, Triboa Bay Mangrove Park 
and JEST camp. A Subic Day Tour 
Plus at P699 per person includes 
Zoobic Safari, Pamulaklakin Forest 
Trail, Apaliin trail, JEST camp and 
beach. 

Subic adventure for the family 
costs P1,999 per person and includes 
twin sharing accommodation with 
breakfast, Zoobic Safari, JEST Camp, 
Triboa Bay Mangrove Park, Pamulak- 
lakin Forest Trail, and beach. 

For a group or a “barkada” plan- 
ning to go to Subic, a rate of P899 per 
person with quad-sharing accommo- 
dation will have them experience 
Zoobic Safari, JEST Camp, Apaliin 
Trail, Pamulaklakin Forest Trail, Tri- 
boa Bay Mangrove Park, nightlife and 
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beach. 

Nature Adventure priced at P2,199 
offers the places mentioned plus use 
of Go Kart and the experience of Ex- 
treme Adventure. Corporate outing 
rate goes for P1,699 per person and 
this includes accommodation, Zoobic 
Safari, Pamulaklakin Trail, beach, Tri- 
boa Bay and Mangrove Park ‘and 
nightlife. For more info, log on to 
www.sbma.com. 


Summer toys that will take your breath away 


FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART SUMMER IS 
‘synonymous with endless fun such as exa 
sions, picnics and vacations to distant and ex- 
citing places with the family relatives and 
friends, But for many kids who prefer the qui 
et comfort and safety of the family abode, 
there can be a thousand and one fun ways to 
make their summer a worthwhile, enjoyable 
and pleasant time. Here are some ofthe latest 
toys and gadgets that can tum your summer. 
days into one great fun and exciting adven- 
ture 

“Thomas & Friends. Thomas & Friends isa 
popular television series that chronicles the 
adventures of Thomas, a cheeky lire tanken: 
gine and his friends in the fictional stand of 
Sador, an idyllic place where all vehicles have 
their own personalities. Today Thomas & 
Friends are more popular than ever before 


More Thomas & Friends Railways models are 
displayed in some Toytown branches 

“Tamagotchi. The Tamagotchi connection 
is all about caring for your pet and sharing it 
with your frends. is newer model, Tam- 
agotchi version 3, is more innovative and 
more virtual than the earlier models. eatur 
ing an Intemet component for unlimited fun 
and excitement, you can play with your vintu- 
l pet in your handset and with your PCs. 

"IV Games. If you want to relive those 
classi favorites or get your hands on todays 
honest hit, TV Games is the gadget with 
which youl get to see them all. TV Games is 
the hottest rend in toys this year Watch for 
this season's new and exciting TV Games in 
your nearest toy store. 

Dino Magic. Heres your chance to bring 
out all the Dinosaur species to life with 


Mooses Dino Magic eggs. Collet and connect 
all the Dino Magic dinosaur figurines that ex- 
plode from the Dino Magic eg, All you have 
to do is to place your special Dino Magic egg 
into warm water and watch it magically begin 
to fiz. In seconds the Dino Magic egg will 
erupt and dissolve and yield an ancient specie 
of Dinosaur for you to assemble and collect. 

Gazilion Bubbles. Recognized for its in- 
finitely superior bubble solution, the Gazilion 
Bubbles Machine finds favor with the toy fa- 
matis of all ages. K includes cleverly designed 
7-n-1 wands, plus bubble gums and blowers 
giant wands and motorized machines. 

"Thomas & Friends, Tamagotchi, TV Games 
Dino Magic and Gazillion Bubble Machine are 
exclusively distributed by Ban Kee Trading Ine 
and are now available at leading toy shops 
and department sores nationwide. 
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HE 
s fürr under the sún!” 
fun uncer the sun! — 


Come to Paniman Beach 
,.& visit the Newly opened 


“Beck's Beach 


in Puerto Azul ^ 


^ T 


@ECK'S BEACH 350 meter 
9f wide sandy shores 


Situated witht 
natural reserve on 


Only 90 minutes away from Manila 
26 minutes by helicopter. Approx 
the Ninoy Aquino internation: 


(632) 522-9385 / 526-85! 
Cell Nos.: 0916-3524950 / 0919-4125928 / 09: 
Cavite Office: (046) 524-0027 / www.puertoazulcc.com 
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Franchise Excellence ` 


Awards 2005 i 


GUNG-HO PLAYERS IN THE FRANCHISING program, franchising operating system, cor. 
Sector all came to witness the awarding of porate social responsibility, as well as ethical 
Winners in the recently concluded Franchise practices and reputation. The deciding factors 
Excellence Awards (FEA) 2005 held at the 

Grand Ballroom of Crowne Plaza Manila, eee 
ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City. N 

‘Speatheaded by the Philippine Franchise EA awardees 
‘Association (PFA), in partnership with the De- Y join the 
partment of Trade and Industry (DTM), the J 
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Indus- " 
try (PCCD and the Philippine Retailers Associ- ^, roster of 
ation (PRA), FEA recognizes and showcases š 
franchise players who have exuded great deal previous 
of excellence both in terms of business growth A 
and ethical practices in the field of franchis- years’ 
ing. Now on its 7th year, FEA has been the 
‘most prestigious and the only seal of recogni- winners 
tion for excellence given to the country’s top 
franchisors. 

‘Since its inception in 1998, FEA has aimed 
to encourage the further development of 
franchise companies, both homegrown and d 4 as 
international, and actualize the following ob- ë 
jectives: to promote and sustain the growth of ‘benchmarks” 
franchising as a tool for national develop- x 
ment; to empower and professionalize home- inthe 

‘own franchises and top performing master 

anchises to be able to meet world-class stan- franchise 
dards and to actively promote Filipino fran- 

ises internationally. 

FEA awardees join the roster of previous ` ie SOCO 
years’ winners considered as “bench: 
marks” in the franchise sector. 

As in previous years, nominees in 
this years search were judged based 
on a carefully crafted set of criteria. 

These included the franchise concepu's 
franchise program, sales and marketing 


considered 
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Outstanding 
Filipino 
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. of the Year 
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initially available in Metro Manila 


test 


_ Daming choices. Isang numero 


aura aaa samalat 


HALL OF FAMER (Most Outstanding Filipino Franchise of the Year-Food Category) 


. EXPANDING 
` BROTHERS! 


COME AND GROW WITH... 
THE 2005 FRANCHISE EXCELLENCE AWARD'S 


MOST PROMISING 


=" FRANCHISE 


‘F000 CATEGORY) 
Brothers Burger 

is getting BIGGER 
to serve you 


BETTER! 


NOW OPEN in BANILAD TOW 
CENTER (CEBU, 
PASEO DE MAGALLANES (MAKATI, 
CONVERGYS (AYALA) and BRITTANY 
BAY (SUCAT) 


Now with 1! branches nationwide. 

ALABANG [Westgate Center] ` BANILAD TOWN CENTER (CEBL) 

BRITTANY BAY [SUCAT] ` CONVERBYS BLOG. [AYALAI” 

PASEN DE MAGALLANES [MAKATI] + ORTIGAS - GREENHILLS z 

V PASONG TAMO + ROCKWELL + CAMP JOHN HAY (BAGUIO) ` (Gyff, 

TOMAS MORATO For p gem ardd] 


Far more details, log on ta: www.brothersburger.com.ph 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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Goldilocks; DTI Secretary Peter Favia; Pinky Estrebilo, General 2 Project; Joe Goodings, Second Secretary, Canadian Embassy, 
Manager, Bayo; Ted llano, Business and Franchise Development Samie Lim, PFA Chairman Emeritus; Mildred Ramos, Parmer, SGV 
Manager, Greenwich; Gina Navarrete, General Manager, & Co/FEA 2005 Chairman, Gall Santos, Franchisee, Max's 
Greenwich; Forethe Hawak, Franchisee, Julie's Franchise Restaurant Jose T Pardo, PFA Founding Chairman; Ronald Pineda, 
Corporation; Catherine Nice and Reynaldo Nice, Franchisee, Mr. President & CEO, Folded & Hung; Bobby Gandionco and Virgil 
Quickie Corporation; (rom left, second row) Ricardo Andres, Espeleta, Chairman and President respectively, Julie's Franchise, 


President, Candy Comer; Daniel K. Jose, VP Admin & Finance, 
Brother's Burger; Jose Antonio Soler, President, Crystal Clear; 
Robert Trota, President, PFA & Max's Restaurant, Bing Limjoco, 
PFA Chairman; Ela Calaor-Oplas, Sr. Project Assistant, CIDA Pearl 


Franchise Excellence Awards 2005 


Here’s to the entire 
Julie's Family whose 
never ending commitment 
to excellence has been 

again. 


rewarded once 


OUTSTANDING FRANCHISE 
OF THE YEAR 

Receiving the award are (2nd from left) Virgilio G.Espeleta- 
Pres.& COO -JFC and Roberto Gandionco - Chairman & CE 
Presenters are (from left) Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr.- Chairman. 
Emeritus-PCCI, Peter Favela - DTI Secretary and 

Ma. Alegria Limjoco - Chairman PFA, 


FRANCHISE MARKETING CAMPAI 
OF THE YEAR ” 

Receiving the award are (from left) Emmanuel E. Vi 
Fanchise Dev't. Manager-JFC, Raoul E. Polancos - Na 
Manager-JFC and Virgilio G.Espeleta = Pres.& Ct 
Presenters are (from left) Jose Pardo “Founding C 
and Atty. Miguel Varela - Chairman PCCI 


FRANCHISEE: OF THE YEAR 2”: 
Ritchie Hawak (JBS Batangas) A 
Receiving the award are (2nd from left) Alvin & Ritchie Ha 
Franchisee of the Year and (right) Virgilio G. Espeleta -Pig 
COO-JFC. Presenters are (from left) - 
Jose Ma.Concepcion III -Presidential Consultant 
for Entrepreneurship & Pres.& CEO, RFM Corp.. 
Sorayda Alonzo - DTI-USEC and 

1 Manuel Siggaoat - PFA VP-Finance- 


deca 
man 


FRANCIUSE CORP 


JULIES FRANCHISE 
CORPORATION 
Philippine Franchise 
Association 

2005 Franchise 
Excellence Awardee 


From page GI 
included the growth and financial performance/ profitability of each 
nominee for the years 2001-2004. 

This year's finalists are as follows: Goldilocks Bakeshop, Pancake 
House, Julie's Franchise Corp., Netopia Internet Café, Greenwich Piz- 
za Corp., Kamiseta, Monterey Foods Corp., Phil. Seven Corp., Bo's Gof- 
fee Club, Brothers Burger, Folded & Hung, Bayo, Crystal Clear Water 
System, Candy Corner. 

For the Franchisees, finalists are as follows: Gail Santos (SC Foods 
Corp., Max's Restaurant), Florethel Hawak (Altrich Trading, Julie's 
Franchise Corp), Catherine Nisce (Nisce Enterprises, Mr. Quickie), 
and Teresita Cruz (Absolute Vision Entertainment, Viva Video City) 

Joining the roster of PFA FEA winners are the following: Hall of 
Fame: Goldilocks Bakeshop (Food: Specialty - Large Scale), Green- 
wich Pizza Corp. (Food: Fastfood). Most Outstanding Filipino Fran- 
chise: Pancake House (Food: Restaurant) Julie's Franchise Corp. 
(Food: Specialty) and, Netopia Internet Café (Service). Most Promis- 
ing Filipino Franchise: Folded & Hung (Retail Category) and Brothers 
Burger (Food Category). 

Franchise Marketing Campaign: Goldilocks Bakeshop (Food: Spe- 
cialty- Large Scale), Julie's Franchise Corp. (Food: Specialty - Medium 
Scale), Bayo (Retail): Candy Corner (Kiosk), and Crystal Clear Water 
(Service) 

Franchisee of the Year Award: Gail Santos, SC Foods Corp., Max's 
Restaurant (Food: Large Scale); Florethel Hawak, Altrich Trading, 
Julie's Franchise Corp. (Food: Medium Scale) and Catherine Nisce, 
Nisce Enterprises, Mr. Quickie Corp. (Service). 

Aside from the FEA Awards, PFA also gave Special Citations to PEA 
members who were recipients of other prestigious award-giving bod- 
ies, namely Entrepreneur of the Year by Ernst and Young, Agora 
‘Awards by the Philippine Marketing Association, and Entrepreneur 10 
by Entrepreneur Philippines. 

The Chairman's Award which started in 2003, was also presented 
by the PFA Board of Trustees in recognition of outstanding contribu- 
tions made by a person, institution, or academe which lead to the 
growth and development of the franchise sector. Three prestigious in- 
Stitutions and a member of the Philippine Senate received this year's 
Chairman's Awards. They are the CIDA Pearl2 for assisting the devel- 
opment of SMEs through Business Support Organizations, thus creat- 
ing hundreds of thousands of new and meaningful jobs all over the 
country; the AIM Policy Center for helping enhance the overall com- 
petitiveness of Asian countries through research and policy studies as 
Well as the fostering of a public policy environment through Global 
Competitiveness, City Competitiveness and Infrastructure Gover- 
nance and Regulation Programs; the Philippine Services Coalition for 
undertaking activities and programs which are geared towards ser- 
vices development and export promotion of Philippine products and 
services; and Sen. Mar Roxas for the creation of the SME Force which 
helped develop new small and medium enterprises, and likewise fos- 
tered the growth of the franchising sector in the country. 


Seen TONNE CRI 
3005 SEARCH CON MT TF PA 
A Member Practice of Ernst & Young Global 
Final Board of Judges 


PROF JOSE M. FAUSTINO FEDERICO GONZALES 
Executive MBA Program Director Director Philippine Center for En- 
Washington Sycip Graduate trepreneurship 
School o Business 
Asian Institute of Management 
Chairman, Final Board of Judges 


Pre-Screening Committee 


CARMEN PERALTA 
BINGLIMJOCO Director, Intellectual Property Office 
Chairman, PPA Chairman, Pre-Screening Committee 
Representing Amb Donald Dee 
of PCCE BINGLIMJOCO 
Chairman, PPA 


MARSCHUA 
President, Philippine JERRY CLAVESILLAS 
Retailers Association Assistant Director, BSMED 


MANUEL SIGGAOAT ATTY, FERDINAND NEGRE 
PPA Past President and VP for Finance Senor Partner, Bengzon, Negre and 
Representing Samie Lim of PFA Untalan Law Offices 


LUNA DAVID MARGARITA MARTINEZ 
Vice President for Loans Group - DTI, Consukant, AC Nielsen 


Small Business Corporation 
KA FELIPE MATIBAG 


ERLINDA DE GUZMAN Consultant, Francorp 
EVE Galing Pilipino Movement 


DISCOVER AND LEARN 


FRANCHISING 


POM THE Eupepcd 
£ U DATES: ns 
~ Take Your Franchise to the Next Level 

{A Seminar for Franchisors) April 26 
= How to Franchise Your Business April 27 


* Site Evaluation for Franchises April 28 
AVAIL OF EARLY BIRD RATES! FREE PARKING FOR PARTICIPANTS! 
Brovohi fo you FOR MORE INQUIRIES: 

es P G38-3142/49/50 

OfD' , me 

i 0917-835-5530 

The Lanter MP ania Decent Wedd 0920-001-0810 
NALATE TENSE CORPORATION, cy inoGirancorp.comph 


| E EE e PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER a rt ttn mine 


d ae Franchise Excellence Awards 2006 
of Fame 


Food: ` Specialty Food: Fastfood Category 
Category. Large j GREENWICH ` PIZZA 
Scale * 5 OG CORPORATION. 
GOLDILOCKS A Mayette Vargas 
BAKESHOP Lin (Franchise Development 
Deres (Franchise e Officer), Ted Ilano 
Relations Manager), (Business and Franchise 
Frankdin L. Go ï Development Manager), 
(Store Operations 2 ` Gina Navarrete 
Director), — Sec. " (General Manager) and 
Peter Favila (DTI), d V ; Sec. Peter Favila (DTI) 
Amb. Donald Dee 

(President, PCCI), 

Samie Lim 

(Chairman 

Emeritus, PFA) 


ino Franchise 


“umuwe Food: Specialty Category- 
Medium Scale. HUES 
FRANCHISE CORP Sergio 
Ortiz-kuis Jr. (Chairman 
Emeritus, PCCI), Virgilio 
Espeleta, (President & COO), 
Bobby Gandionco (Chairman 
& CEO), Sec. Peter Favila 
(DT), ` Bing. Limjoco 
(Chairman, PFA) 


Food Category BROTHER'S BURGER. Robert Trota Retail Category FOLDED & HUNG. Samie Lim Ferdie 
(President, PFA), Daniel K. Jose (Vice President for Admin Joson (General Manager), Ronald Pineda (President), 
TF and Finance), Mars Chua (President, PRA) Mars Chua 


Service Category NETOPIA : b ^ 
INTERNET CAFÉ. Sergio C 

MENT Cana ampaign 
Emeritus, PCCI), Jose Maria s; € 

Grau, Jr. (VP for Franchise and d Ë x: 

Operations), Sec. Peter Favila 

(DTI), Bing Limjoco 


Retail Category BAYO. Atty. Miguel Service Category CRYSTAL CLEAR. Kiosk Category CANDY CORNER. 
Varela (Chairman, PCI), Pinky Atty. Miguel Varela (Chairman, Atty Miguel Varela, Ricardo Andres 

Food: Restaurant Category Estrebillo (General Manager), Jose PCC), Jose Antonio Soler (President), Jose Pardo 

PANCAKE HOUSE. Sergio Pardo (Founding Chairman, PFA) (President), Jose Pardo 

Ortiz-Luis Jr, Zenaida | ., " S 

Mercado, — (Director of SE POOLS 

Finance), Bernadette Lee my C SASA: 

(Managing Director) Sec. ` 23 

Peter Favila (DTI), Bing aa 

Limjoco 


Category - Medium Scale Food Category-Medium Scale JULIE'S FRANCHISE 
Category Medium ing Food Category-Large Scale GOLDILOCKS BAKESHOP CORP Emmanuel Vado (National Franchise Manager), 
Consultant far (from L to R): Atty. Miguel Varela, Lin Deres (Franchise Raoul Polancos (National Marketing Manager), Virgilio 
Entrepreneurship), Alvin Hawak Relations Manager) Franklin L. Go (Store Operations Espeleta, President and COO), Jose Pardo, Atty. Miguel 
(COG, Altich Trading), Director), Pinky Yee (Marketing Director), Jose Pardo Varela 

FLORETHEL HAWAK of Altrich 
Trading (franchisee of Julie's 
Franchise. Corp), Zorayda (C, 
Alonzo (Undersecretary for “3 
Small & Medium Enterprise Dev. 
Group, DTI), Manuel M. 
Siggaoat (VP for Finance, PFA), 
Virgilio Espeleta (President & 
COO, Julie's Franchise Corp.) 


hairman’s Award 


E 


Food Category-Large 

Scale 

Robert Trota, Joey : 

Concepcion, GAIL 1 Robert Trota, Samie Lim, Dr. Federico Macaranas (Executive Senator Mar A. Roxas (Senate Commit 
SANTOS of SC Foods Director, Asian Institute of Management Policy Center), Joe for Trade & Commerce and Economic Affairs), 
Corporation Goodings (Second Secretary, Canadian Embassy), Ambassador Amb. Donald Dee, Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr, Samie Lim 
(franchisee of Max's Donald Dee, Hon. Edsel Custodio (Undersecretary for 

Restaurant), Oscar International Economic Relations, Dept of Foreign Affairs), Bing 

Santos (SC Foods Limjoco 

Corporation), Zorayda 
Alonzo, Manuel M. 


= I Special Citation 


Ronald McDonald 
House Charities 
Phils,Butch Salaya 
(McDonald's 
Charities Manager) 
and George Yang 
Service Category ? Š (Chairman, Ronald 
Joey Concepcion, 8 McDonald House 
CATHERINE NISCE of Charities Phils & 
Enterprises Golden ^ Arches 
e of Mr. Quickie [ 
Corporation), — Zorayda 
Alonzo, Manuel M. Siggaoat 


Butch Salaya (McDonald’s Charities Manager), Raffy dela Rosa 
(President, Chowking Food Corporation), Bing Limjoco, Celestino 
Reyes (President & CEO, Reyes Hair Company International, Inc), 
Robert Trota 
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From 
weet Memories 


Sweet Victory. 


® 
THE COUNTRY'S #1 BAKESHOP 


2005 HALL OF FAME AWARD 
Outstanding Filipino Franchise of the Year 
(Food Categorij: Specialty — Large Scale) 


2005 Franchise Marketing Campaign 
of the Year (Food: Large Category) 


Awarded by the: 


Philippine 
Franchise 
* Association 


It’s Goldilocks’ dream not just to provide every neighborhood 

with the best baked goodies and favorite Filipino fare, but to bring 

the fondest and sweetest memories into every home. It's a dream we knou 
we can t achieve on our own. But with help from our family of Goldilocks 
Franchisees, this dream is quickly coming true. 


From a humble enterprise that it was 40 years ago, Goldilocks is now a household name 
held dear in the minds and hearts of Filipinos. With dominant leadership in the 
bakeshop category and an exceptional 100% total brand awareness. 


For these sweet victories, thank you very much. FOR FRANCHISE INOUI! SE CALL 533-0053 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE @ woww.goldilocks.comph 
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Don’t get caught 
flat-footed in the 
property race. 


Ca you've been planning to buy 


property for quite some time but have remained 
undecided where to go. 


Now is a good time to make that decision, with 
the real-estate industry on the verge of what 
could be one of the country's biggest property 
booms in nearly three decades, according to a 
report in the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


The property boom is seen to be broad-based, 
ranging from residential lots to houses and condo 
units to office towers, leisure facilities and hotels, 
especially with many Filipinos from abroad— 
whether working or permanently residing there— 
looking back to their homeland to buy 
condominium units, houses in gated subdivisions, 
and resort-style communities in the Philippines. 


It is always a good time to buy property at a time 
when the industry is on an uptrend and right 
before the demand really snowballs. Prices are 
still relatively good and attractive deals are still 
available. Even banks are not as tight in financing 
property purchases, which usually limit loans 
when demand for credit surges. 


And with present political and economic 
developments, which are eventful but otherwise 
stable, not affecting the real estate growth and 
purchase habits as much as two decades ago, the 
acceleration is expected to continue 


All signs point to a continued acceleration in 
the property race and hedging on that decision 
may just make you miss your chance to a 
good buy. = 


Doing your 
homework. 


ÉJ uying a property takes a great deal of 
preparation. Doing the required homework in 
advance may seem like a very obvious piece of 
advice, but unfortunately it is the one that is 
often left unheeded. 


While checking out model units and prospective 
locations are logical steps in purchasing real 
estate properties, it shouldn't be the first step 
It should be the last in a long laundry list of 
things to do and watch out for before signing 
that deed of sale. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Proper research begins by finding all the necessary 
information needed to make a sound decision— 
one that balances logical and emotional factors 
for a purchase. It is not just about buying that 
home you've always dreamed of having, it is also 
about making sure that all the factors to support 
that picture in your head are present 


The prevailing economic conditions, not just 
, personal but also the general state of the economy, 
should be carefully taken into consideration 
The property market is heavily influenced by the 
economy--the rise and fall of interest rates and 
flation, the supply of available houses vis-à-vis 
the supply of property buyers. 
| 
Timing the market to be able to get the best value 
for your purchase can be done by keeping tabs 
on sources of information that monitor the 
| movements of these indicators such as 
" newspapers, magazines, the stock market or even 
your investment portfolio. 


Once the conditions are right for the purchase of 
real estate, carefully list down the features and 
amenities your home should have. In another 
column, enumerate the items that you would 
want to have 


Paramount should be the assurance that the 
property lies in a safe neighborhood or location, 
where your family can do what they want near 
your home without having to worry about safety. 


Aside from safety, it is also important to make 
sure that the property affords your family am 
space and privacy. A tranquil and stress-free 

| environment is so fleeting in today's hectic world 
that ample private space is important to cope 

| with today's busy lifestyle 


While those are the must-haves, there are a lot 
of would-like-to-haves that are steadily becoming 
imperative with discerning property buyers. 
Aside from location and accessibility, amenities 


and excellent after-sales service are becoming 
increasingly important for property hunters. 


Ideally, your purchase should be able to cross out 
majority, if not all, of the points you have outlined, 


Once you have a clear picture of your 
requirements, the logical next step is to research 
available properties that match your needs. This 
includes knowing available property developers, 
who are not only able to make perspectives and 
renditions that are beautiful to look at, but more 
importantly can actually deliver on these 
grandiose plans. It’s always ideal to transact with 
reputable property developers, with proven track 
records in building quality products on time, 


And once you've decided on a property, find a 
knowledgeable sales agent who will be able to 
match the nuances of your requirements with 
the property that comes closest to your dream 
home. 


Going through all these steps will lessen the 
chances of remorse at the end. Because at the 
end of the day, that is what doing your homework 
achieves. 
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LIFESTYLE 
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NATURE AT ITS BEST 


“CZ expanse of blue and green, where 


the sky meets countless trees, foliage and exotic 
plants, a historic mountain that looms majestically 
over the southern sky, a golf course that brings 
together the best of the elements to create a 
world-class challenge. 


Some would call this 500-hectare development 
30 minutes south of Alabang a personal paradise 
that combines nature at its grandest and leisure 
at its most luxurious for the most discriminating 
of residents. But leading high-end real-estate 
developer Ayala Land Premier calls it by another 
name—Ayala Greenfield Estates. 


Ayala Greenfield Estates provides a view of 
grandness anywhere you look. The landscaped 
grounds are a masterpiece. The flora provides a 
magnificent backdrop to any family scene. And 
the cool mountain breezes of Mt. Makiling comfort 
both mind and body. It is hard to believe that it's 
just a short drive from Metro Manila 


Clearly, the subdivision's extensive range of 
amenities and conveniences are set amid the 


wonders of Mother Nature. A 15-hectare Nature ! 


Park with picnic groves and other amenities such 
as an open playfield, tree groves, hike and bike 
trails, a skating rink, a fishing lagoon and camp 
and picnic sites provide the perfect place for you 
and your family to live, to grow, and most of all, 
to dream. 


The Village Clubhouse is the perfect spot for 
those social gatherings with neighbors and friends. 
With social halls of different sizes, function rooms 
and even a coffee shop, you can easily share an 
idle chat with visitors from the metropolis or 
have that much-awaited reunion with relatives 
from all over the world. 


And for the discerning golf enthusiast, the Ayala 
Greenfield Estates’ 18-hole, all-weather, 
championship golf course designed by world- 
renowned golf course designer Robert Trent 
Jones, Jr. will challenge golfers of all skill levels 
and promises a unique round of golf with each 
game. This sprawling golfer’s haven, being a 
stone’s throw away from your front lawn, will 


make you the envy of your business partners and | 


colleagues. 


‘The Ayala Greenfield Golf & Leisure Club provides 
other facilities as well like lockers and showers, 
and other sports facilities. A Spa and Wellness 


PA, 


Center will be available for the rejuvenation of 
tired bodies. These are just some of the perks of 
being in the thick of the grandness of nature. 


Living in Ayala Greenfield Estates is like putting 
together in one vast relaxing environment all the 
wants and needs that you and your family enjoy. 
That is why for many Filipinos here and abroad 
looking to find a respite from stressful living, 
the Ayala Greenfield Estates is the closest they 
can get to perfection. 


It is the perfect reward for those who have 
persevered to experience what the world has to 
offer and who, in turn, expect only the best. It is 
time for you to stake a claim on your dream home 
at Ayala Greenfield Estates — after all, having 


! your home right in the middle of the grandness 


of nature is the greatest privilege and reward. 


Ayala Greenfield Estates is one of the choicest, 
exclusive residences managed and marketed by 
Ayala Land Premier, the high-end business unit 
of Ayala Land, whose excellent brand of service 
and care has led to the development of 
innovatively designed and exceptionally 
engineered, first-class abodes over the last few 
decades. It is developed by Ayala Greenfield 
Development Corporation. 8 


Where Golf 
is a Lifestyle. 


As aficionados, life is a daily retreat at | 


Ayala Greenfield Estates in Calamba, Laguna. 
Designed by the world-renowned golf course 
designer Robert Trent Jones, Jr., the course 
challenges the player both physically and mentally. 
All it takes is a short walk or drive and before 
you know it, you are on the fairway ready to 
tee off. 


| 
Ayala Greenfield's Golf and Leisure Club is the 


reason this exclusive residential community is a 
haven for golf lovers and their families. Only the 
highest level of service is the golf and leisure 
dub's philosophy, says seasoned golfer and now 
general manager of the Golf and Leisure Club, 
Laurent Lamasuta. 


| “We want to bring quality to everything we have 


and do. The facilities, food, and the many 
amenities reflect that. Ayala Greenfield enhances 
the importance of family. Spending time together 
is important, and this place gives each member 
of the family his or her own piece of nature and 
many worthwhile activities to enjoy.” 


Ayala Greenfield Estates is a community that 
caters to individual passions and at the same time 
nurtures the happiness and pleasure of your 
whole family with its varied amenities and with 
its awe-inspiring environment. With 360-degree 
views of the grandness of nature, each day is 
truly something to look forward to at Ayala 
Greenfield Estates. 


Ayala Greenfield Estates, located just 30 minutes 
from Alabang, is one of the high-end, exclusive 
premier residences managed and marketed by 
Ayala Land Premier, the high-end business unit 
of Ayala Land. 


Ayala Land Premier is the first real estate 
developer to meet the needs of discerning 
homeowners through premium residences, 
set amid equally prime locations, giving only 
the best and most luxurious options in 
real estate. Innovatively designed and 
exceptionally engineered, with first-class 
amenities, wide spacious areas and exquisite 


| details, Ayala Land Premier developments are 


true testaments to what constitutes genuine 
quality living. 8 


For inquiries, please call 728-7000, log on to wwwayalalandpremier.com or email ask@a 


